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DECEMBER 2016 
Worship at Morningside 

 
December 4, 2016 

Baron Mullis preaching   

“Abounding In Hope” 

Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12 

Communion 
 

 

 

December 11, 2016 

Baron Mullis preaching   

Moravian Love Feast w/Holiday Music  
 

 

 

December 18, 2016 

Baron Mullis preaching  

“A Righteous Man” 

Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18, 25 
 

 

 

December 25, 2016 

Baron Mullis preaching  

“Salvation” 

Titus 3:4-7; John 1:1-14 

Communion 
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The APNC will almost surely have an opposite problem: 
a dauntingly large pool, from which they will have to pull 
out the candidates of character and talent and a heart for 
youth ministry. I ask the same thing for them: Thank 
them.  Encourage them.  Pray for them.  And the best 
way to encourage both committees is to empower their 
work by bringing 2016 and our commitment campaign to 
a strong financial close. Please give generously. Pledge, if 
you haven’t yet. We want to put our best foot forward 
and attract the absolutely best candidates.   

But, while the outcomes of this period of waiting are, as 
yet, unknown to us, the outcome of our Advent waiting 
is not. We know the outcome of that. We know that we 
will celebrate the incarnation of the Holy God. We know 
that God loved the world so much that God became flesh 
and dwelt among us. We know how all the hymns and 
carols will culminate: in the joyous birth of the                    
Christ-child, the Lord of All, who has come, and will yet 
come. Of this, we are certain.  

Shalom,   

      

 

Baron Mullis 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers,  
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It’s that time of year when 
we write about waiting.   
Advent, you well remember, 
is the time when we recreate 

waiting for the Christ-child even though we know that 
Jesus Christ has already come.  It is the time when we 
prefigure the return of Jesus as a hopeful word for all of 
creation.   

Our congregation is also waiting – we have two newly 
formed search committees to seek the members of staff 
who will lead program areas that affect a great many of us 
very personally.  Oh, the irony: writing about waiting 
while we’re waiting!   

But there is a key difference, and it is this: the outcome of 
our searches is, naturally, unknown to us right now.  We 
don’t know who will lead our children’s programs                
forward. We trust our members charged to seek that 
person (Anne Barnette, Claire Burke, Tom Daniel, Kelly 
Garrison and Becky Schreiber) to bring us someone with 
whom we will be excited to engage in ministry.  But the 
outcome is unknown. 

The same is true for our Associate Pastor Nominating 
Committee (APNC), who will find and bring before us 
the person whom, even now, God is preparing to grow 
and develop our youth programs and lead our mission 
and adult Faith Development programs as well. (That 
APNC consists of Betsy Holland, chair, Kent Balch, Sarah 
Brownlee, Lauren Fairleigh, Jim Martin, Rachel Spears, 
David Stewart and Caroline Tanner.)  But their work, 
while I know it will be diligent and fruitful, also has an 
unknown outcome. 

I want to ask you to do some things to support these 
committees. The first is to pray for their work and their 
success. They are working hard. In the case of the DCM 
search, the pool of candidates is good, but small. They 
have to recruit, yes, but even more important, to discern 
whom God is calling to us. Thank them. Encourage 
them, and yes, pray for them.   

Need Gifts?  Shop Our Kenyan Craft Market in Fellowship 
Hall 

A holiday gift market featuring crafts hand-made by women in 
Kenya will offer shopping opportunities in Fellowship Hall after 
worship on two Sundays, Dec. 4 and 11. Selections include   
nativity sets, batiks, animal art, placemats and more  Sponsored 
by MPC’s Mission Ministries, proceeds from the market will 
support two Kenyan non-profit organizations-- the Community 
Health Assets Mobilization Project (CHAMP) and Nyumbani. 
CHAMP works to strengthen educational and economic assets in 
local communities in Nairobi and rural Kenya. Nyumbani      
provides medical and psychosocial services to children and     
adolescents living with HIV disease and to their extended family 
members. These non-profits were identified by Global Concerns 
Chair John Blevins for ongoing MPC support.  



 

 

                                                    

                                                 Inside Morningside 
PAGE  3 

   Remember Your Church During the Season of Generosity: Gifts that Keep Giving 

In November we have a holiday specifically designated for giving thanks. This month our hearts and minds turn toward    
finding perfect gifts for those we love. Our church also offers many additional ways to show your gratitude and love in     
December—you’ll find them scattered throughout this newsletter—but consider this a gentle reminder that MPC could 
use some love, too. 

To those who have pledged your support during the 2017 Commitment Season, we give a great big thank you for your        
generosity.  Session and the Finance Committee rely on these pledges from our members in order to create and confirm 
our church’s operating budget for the upcoming year.  Commitment Chair Kim Nuckols says, “We are so pleased we are 
well on our way to a successful Commitment Season, but that doesn’t mean there’s still not work to do.” 

If you haven’t already pledged, we hope you will consider a pledge to MPC for 2017.  As a reminder, the goals of the 2017 
Commitment Season are below.  A 2 percent increase over your 2016 pledge will help us continue to increase our Mission 
budget allocation toward our ultimate goal of 10 percent of our annual budget; to increase compensation to ensure beloved 
Music Ministry staff attain competitive salary levels; to further grow and develop our Youth program; to maintain our       
treasured building and to continue developing programs throughout MPC. 

You can drop off or mail your pledge card to the church office (or request a pledge card there), you may leave your pledge 
card in the offering plate on Sunday, or you may pledge online at https://secure.accessacs.com/access/
memberlogin.aspx.  

And that’s for NEXT year. As of the end of November, our 2016 pledge receipts are well below the total pledged. On the 
other hand, we know many Morningsiders make up their pledges in end-of-year gifts. Turning those in early this month 
will help make our Finance Committee’s holiday happier. 

Another idea for supporting MPC, either for the general fund or for the Standing and Serving capital campaign, is through a 
gift of appreciated stocks and bonds, which might offer a tax benefit, too, especially if  you’ve reached the age of 70½ and 
your contribution comes from a pre-tax 401(k) or IRA. Your tax adviser can give you definitive advice. If you choose to 
give this way, contact Church Treasurer Bill Humphries,(bill48@bellsouth.net or 770 565.8490) for transaction              
instructions.  

      Work to Create Columbarium, Memorial Garden Expected to Start Soon   

Not only is design work complete to create an attractive and serene resting place for permanent preservation of          
cremation ashes for past and present church members, staff and their families, the Columbarium and Memorial Garden 
Committee has finalized guidelines and costs for inurning or memorializing loved ones. Work to build the structure will 
begin as paid reservations are received, probably early next year. 

Application forms to reserve either a columbarium niche or memorial plaques are now available from the church office or 
via the church website, along with answers to frequently asked questions. The church will provide standard urns (Everest 
System) and memorial plaques to place on an overall memorial tablet and has set standards for allowable wording. Urns 
and tablets are included in the fee for reserving a space--$1,500 for a niche and $500 for a plaque.  

Memorial services can be held in the garden, and the columbarium and garden, located at the north end of the church 
building, will be available for visitation at any time. Niche location and availability will be offered on a first-come,            
first-served basis. Families wishing their niches to be adjacent must reserve the total number of niches at the same time. 

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/memberlogin.aspx
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/memberlogin.aspx
mailto:bill48@bellsouth.net
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  J. W. Dobbs Elementary Sprouts Friends, Flowers, Fellowship… Plus Lots of Paint 

After a long school week, you wouldn’t expect young kids 
to eagerly arrive at school again on a Saturday morning. 
But that is the scene many weekends at John Wesley 
Dobbs Elementary. Thanks to a grant which supports both 
their after-school curriculum and enrichment activities on 
Saturdays, school is the place to be for these students. On 
Nov. 12, another enthusiastic group of students—these 
from MPC, as well as their parents and other congregation 
members—rolled up their sleeves for some fellowship and 
beautification projects with these new friends at Dobbs.   

Dobbs art teacher Pat MacNintch had stenciled murals on 
the gym and garden door walls, which became the creative 
inspiration for a group of student artists.  To quote youth 
group member Mia Smith, “I loved painting on a wall! We 
had fun creating with the students we met; although one 
six-year-old used way too much red near my garden scene, 
which I had to cover over again with white.” 

Instructional coach Kim Mathews led the gardening crew.  
After some manual labor from our member Richard 
Brownlee to prepare the beds, volunteers and students 
planted bulbs and pansies. One Dobbs fourth-grader, 
Christopher, was fascinated to learn how to spread the 
roots of the young plants before eagerly patting them into 
the freshly turned soil.  MPC fourth-grader Austin Smith 
and Christopher worked side-by-side planting a beautiful 
row of flowers. “I didn’t expect the school to be so big – 
bigger than mine, and the kids were so nice. I had a lot of 
fun,” said Austin. 

This evolving partnership between our congregation and a 
local school was inspired by conversations between Dr. 
Baron Mullis and MPC member Leslie Grant, who         
represents District 1 on the APS Board of Education. To 
paraphrase Dr. Mullis, there is nothing more Presbyterian 
than supporting education.  John Wesley Dobbs            
Elementary has been searching for a community partner 
under the leadership of Principal Dr. Charnita West.   

“Dr. West is an energetic and visionary leader,” says Rev. 
Beth Waltemath, our associate pastor for mission, “that 
when I met her and her teachers at Women's Roundtable 
in October, I knew she was someone who can bring         
communities together and make a difference in the lives of 
her students and beyond.”  Beth is particularly excited 

about the way Morningside families will be integrated into 
the building and grounds improvement projects we      
address alongside Dobbs’ students during Saturday School. 

“Dr. West understands how divided our neighborhoods 
can be and how much we each gain from serving together 
and supporting students' leadership on the projects we  
address together. I share Dr. West's vision that one day my 
own children now in the first and fourth grades will share 
the same workplaces and communities with students at 
Dobbs. Working collaboratively across neighborhoods and 
schools now will prepare all our kids for better outcomes 
and understandings in the future.”  

Since the Saturday School outing, a baker’s dozen              
Morningsiders spent part of a weekday morning reading 
one-on-one to Dobbs second - and third-graders. These 
‘reading parties’ will be monthly events in which we hope 
the adult-child pairings will become stable and deeper  
relationships. Earlier, MPC members hosted a teacher 
brunch; church members donated much-needed school 
supplies which became 
centerpieces for the    
tables. Future events will 
include more “Saturday 
School” projects, teacher                
appreciation lunches, and 
supplying the school’s 
“rewards closet.”  Watch 
the bulletin for future 
ways to contribute, or               
express your interest to 
shepherds Leslie Prince 
and  Tamara Nix. (We 
thank Tamara for her           
contributions to this story.) 

Painting the Dobbs Jaguar  
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1 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
1 p.m. Playball 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

2 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:45 a.m. Creative 
Movement 
1 p.m. Karate 

3 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 

7 p.m. LGBT & Friends 
Holiday Party 

 

4 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith                      
Development 
10 a.m. Listening Session 
w/DCM 
11 a.m. Wor-
ship/Communion with ICM 
Food Donation/Children’s 
Sunday School (PreK-
Kinder) 
12 noon. Fellowship 
12:30 p.m. Mission Calen-
deering meeting 
2 p.m. Eagle Court of 
Honor 
4 p.m. Youth Choir   
5 p.m. Youth Committee 

5 
9 a.m. MPP 
12 noon. Arts and 
Crafts Guild  
1 p.m. Ballet 
7 p.m. Mandolin  
Society 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. Mini Monet 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Girl Scout       
Leadership/Theology on 
Tap 

7:30 p.m. MLPA Zoning 

 
 
 
 

 

7 
8:15 Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MPP Music 
5:45 p.m. Children’s 
Choir Rehearsal 
6:30 p.m. Young 
Adults 
Group/Newtown 
Documentary Screen-
ing (Lovett School) 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
12:30 p.m. Poetry 
Group 
1 p.m. Playball 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

9 
9 a.m. MPP 
7 p.m. MPC Couples 
Holiday Celebration  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 

7 p.m. Young Adult 
Christmas Party (home of 
Dave and Adrienne 
Mogge) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment 
11 a.m. Worship/Love 
feast/Children’s Sunday 
School (PreK-Kinder) 
12 noon. Fellowship 
12:30 p.m. Deacons  
4 p.m. Youth Choir 
 

12 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. Ballet 
7 p.m. Mandolin Socie-
ty 
7:30 p.m. MLPA 

13 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:15 a.m. MPP Tour 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. Mini Monet 
2:15 Parkinson’s Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Preschool Com-
mittee 

 

14 
8:15 Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP Carols 
and Coffee 
5:30 p.m. Children’s 
Choir/Pageant Music 
Rehearsal 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 
 

15 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
12:30 Third Thursday 
Theological Throw-
down 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

16 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:45 a.m. Creative 
Movement 
 

 

17 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 

4 p.m. Christmas Pageant 
Dress Rehearsal 

 

18 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith                 
Development Class 
11 a.m. Wor-
ship/Children’s Sunday 
School (PreK-3rd) 
12 noon. Fellowship 
12:30 p.m. Young Adult 
Luncheon 
2 p.m. Daisy Girl Scout 
4:30 p.m. Youth Choir 
6 p.m. Christmas Pageant 
6:30 p.m. Chili Cookoff 

19 
12 noon. Arts and 
Crafts Guild  
6 p.m. Session 
7 p.m. Mandolin   
Society 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 

11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 Parkinson’s Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MPP BREAK 

21 
7 a.m. Men’s Break-
fast  
8:15 a.m. Yoga 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MPP BREAK 

22 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MPP BREAK 

23 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:45 a.m. Creative 
Movement 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MPP BREAK 

24 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 

4 p.m. Christmas Eve 
Service 

8 p.m. Candlelight Service 
of Lessons and Carols 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MPP BREAK 

25 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and Con-
versation 
10 a.m. Worship/ Com-
munion 
 
MPP BREAK 

26 
7 p.m. Mandolin Socie-
ty/Parliamentarians 
 
 
 

MPP BREAK 

27 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
MPP BREAK 

28 
 
 
 
 

 
MPP BREAK 

29 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 
 
MPP BREAK 

30 
 

 

 

 
MPP BREAK 

31 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 

 
 

MPP BREAK 
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As usual, the Lord’s Supper will be served during the 11 a.m. worship hour on the first Sunday of the month, Dec. 4. What’s 
not usual is that we’ll have baskets in the Sanctuary for communion to place canned goods and other non-perishable food items 
as we come forward to take communion by intinction. Advent Toiletry Kits prepared by our children will also be brought for-
ward. 

The drive is for the food pantry at Intown Collaborative Ministries (ICM), one of our long-term partnerships to serve neighbors 
in need.  Our shepherd Laura Ulep says ICM recently updated their list of needs to highlight items in particularly short supply. 

While all canned and non-perishable foods are welcome, the pantry especially needs tuna, juice, canned fruit and shelf-stable 
milk. In addition, they could use bottles of disinfectant spray such as Lysol, paper towels and grocery bags. 

‘Tis Season to Sign Up to Serve at Rebecca’s Tent, Donate Cold-Weather Accessories 

Once again this year Morningside is providing volunteers at Shearith Israel's (SI) Rebecca’s Tent Women's Shelter. In addition 
to needing two volunteers per night for Wednesday-Sunday periods (Jan. 8-12 and Feb. 5-9), we’re also doing our annual col-
lection of gloves, hats and scarves to help the guests stay warm. Collection baskets for these cold-weather must-haves will be 
available at the Chili Cook-off Dec. 18. 

Volunteering—which is open to men as well as women—consists of serving the evening meal, prepared by others, to the resi-
dents. The work shift is two hours, from 6-8 p.m. "Serving" involves warming up the food and serving it in paper plates as the 
women arrive at the shelter from their daily work or job searches.  If there are leftovers, volunteers make sandwiches or plates, 
and leave them in the refrigerator for women's lunches the following day, then clean up the kitchen before leaving.  

In its 30 years of service, the shelter has been open 3,800 nights and served more than 7,600 meals. If you are willing to serve 
on one or more evenings, please contact Phyllis Grimes (grimes2230@bellsouth.net) and indicate the date(s) that are conven-
ient for you. You’ll receive an email reminder approximately a week prior to your commitment indicating who is serving with 
you, SI's address, and anything else you need to know. 

    ICM Lists Specific Needs for Food Pantry; Collection Will Be Held During Communion 

 

Prayer Concerns 
Members of our community have asked for individual prayer. To be on the prayer list—public or private—use prayer 

cards found in the pew racks or speak with Baron. Morningside Messenger will carry the list from the most recent weekly 

Life@ insert:  Patricia Boyko, Friends and relatives of Hugh Bell: Connie Crowley, Sandra Fortson, Timothy Johnson, Marilyn 
Neforas, Kent Smith, Robin and Charles Wilkins, Keri Catlett, Victor Carballosa, Walter Gilbert (Patrick Gilbert’s father), Kat 
Harris (Eric Harris’ mother), Ann Herndon (Will’s mother), Family of Penny Hill, Charlotte Hudson (Jeff Adams’ mother), 
Friends and relatives of Linda Johnson, Jan McMahan, Lin Parker (friend of Nancy Coomes), Marilyn Pentelovich (friend of 
Shari Tant), Karen Peterson and family (friend of Daisy Ottmann), Tom Oder, Betty Ray, Bev Reed, Regnault family, Sandy 
Ryan, Carlene Sauer (Kasey and Stephanie Libby’s family), Beth Klotz Von Seggern (Jack Klotz’s sister), Helen Schroder, Rich-
ard and Robert Stack (Jane Stack’s family), Shannon Miller and Doug Strain (family of Bill Smith), Katye, Alex and Finley 
Watts, Wells family, Marty Wender (Phil Regnault’s friend), Dr. Nathaniel West (Dr. West’s father), Evelyn Wimberly 
(Nancy Frampton’s ex-mother-in-law), Baby Oliver Whiddon (friend of Jill Klotz), Rick and Lorellee Wolters (Greg Wolters’ 
parents), John Young. 

    Get to Know the Guilders over Candle Craft  

Our Moravian-style love feast Dec. 11 (see Page 7) will use lots of candles. Come meet our Arts and Crafts Guild regulars 
on Dec. 5 at noon, as a member of the Moravian Church teaches them how to decorate hand-made beeswax candles for the 
service. It will be a great way to get to know members of the guild while helping get ready for this special worship in 
Room 201 beginning at noon. 

mailto:grimes2230@bellsouth.net
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Week-by-week here’s what is in store at our church this season 
of hope, peace, joy and love: 

December 4 

Throughout Advent, our children’s classes will learn the story of 
one of the persons who make up the Holy Family. This week it’s 
Mary’s Story: Children will learn the New Testament story that 
begins with a visit by the angel Gabriel to an innocent young girl 
in a country town. Mary seems an unlikely person. Yet the fact 
that the story unfolds in this way shows us that God loves us and 
that Jesus was born for all people regardless of who they are, 
how old they are, or where they live. (Luke 1:26-38, 46-47) 

Meanwhile, in Room 201, “People, Look East!” continues at 
9:45 a.m. as Richard Ezell leads an exploration of Advent and 
Christmas songs from the 20th Century. 

During worship, we will come forward to take communion by 
intinction.  As we do so we’re invited to bring canned goods and 
other non-perishable items to place in baskets to benefit ICM.  
Advent Toiletry Kits prepared by our children will also be 
brought forward. See the list of most-needed items on Page 6. 

December 11  

Our 11 a.m. worship service this morning will be something 
completely different for Morningside—a Moravian-style love 
feast. The tradition dates back to when the early apostolic 
church came together to share simple meals to which all people 
were welcome, not just some. It was a way to create agape — 
love — and acceptance of all within the community. The Mora-
vian church resurrected this type of love feast in 1727, serving a 
sweetened yeast bun with creamed coffee and singing hymns 
together. Wisely, the Moravians did not keep the service to 
themselves, nor did they demand complete allegiance to their 
method. Today’s Sunday morning service will be patterned after 
the Moravians’. You are invited to join us as we sing carols, 
share a simple meal of yeast bun and tea, and lift handmade 
beeswax candles toward the heavens symbolizing that Christ is 
the light of our world. And all are still welcome. 

Our adults in Room 201 at 9:45 a.m. will learn more about 
Advent and Christmas songs from this young century. Our kids 
will learn Joseph’s Story: Like Mary, Joseph is a model of faith 
for us. The visit of the angel to Joseph shows us God’s divine 
intervention. The angel reveals Mary’s situation to Joseph and 
instructs Joseph to call the newborn child Jesus. The visit gives 
Joseph some peace, and he, like Mary, accepts the role he is to 
play in Jesus’ life. ( Matthew 1:18-24). 

December 18 

Our children  will hear Jesus’ Story: The contrast between the 
greatness of Jesus’ future life and the humbleness and starkness 
of his birth could not be greater. Yet, it was in these                 
circumstances that God chose to deliver Jesus. Once again, we 
are reminded that God chooses the most unexpected people, 
places, and times to deliver God’s promise. God loves all people 
regardless of where they live or their social status. (Luke 2:1-7) 

Michael Morgan wraps up the adults’ “People, Look East!” series 
in Room 201 at 9:45 a.m. with “The Noblest Monument of  
Advent and Christmas Music -- Handel's Messiah.”  
Come back to church this evening for MPC’s annual Christmas 
Pageant in the Sanctuary, as our kids act out the good news of 
Christ’s birth. After the pageant, Fellowship Hall is the scene of 
our equally traditional chili cook-off. Follow this link on SignUp 
Genius offers for a list of what’s needed for the party besides 
chili, as well as how to enter the contest (http://
www.signupgenius.com/go/30e084da5ad29a75-
mpcchristmas).  Dessert will be provided! 

December 24 

Our early Christmas Eve service at  4 p.m. is family-friendly, 
designed with children in mind. The Handbell Choir will play a 
special piece with the flute, cello, violin, piano, and organ. The 
children of the congregation will also be involved by forming an 
impromptu choir. Experience the Christmas story through the 
eyes and minds of children.  

Morningside’s 8 p.m. service is one of our best-loved traditions. 
It is designed around the Service of Nine Lessons and Carols—a 
service begun in the mid-1900's at Kings College, Cambridge by 
the late Sir David Willcocks, using scripture, anthems and carols 
as the medium to tell the Christmas story. The Chancel Choir, 
soloists and instrumentalists will lead the service with liturgists 
from the congregation and MPC clergy. Come early at 7:30  to 
hear Christmas music performed by members of the               
congregation and choir.   

December 25 

Yes, Christmas comes on Sunday this year. We will                   
celebrate the Lord’s Supper together in the chancel as we 
offer a 10 a.m. worship service of carols and communion. 
The church will open at 9:30 a.m. Please note: there will be 
no Sunday school for children or adults on Dec. 25 or Jan. 
1. Classes will resume Jan. 8, 2017.  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e084da5ad29a75-mpcchristmas
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e084da5ad29a75-mpcchristmas
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e084da5ad29a75-mpcchristmas
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Connect! 

      Delightful December Offers Group Get-togethers, Much More 

 
If you enjoy Morningside’s smaller group activities, chances are there’s a party in your future. Besides annual Christmas 
celebrations, the month offers a few more special opportunities as well. 

December 3: LBGT and Friends invite their members and those friends to their 7 
p.m. Christmas bash at the home of Cindy and Bill Humphries (1881 Dayron Trace. 
Marietta). RSVP immediately to cindy52@bellsouth.net. 

December 4: Take some time to gather your thoughts about what we should be 
looking for in our next Director of Children’s Ministries, then come to session room 
at 10 a.m. to share your ideas as Kathy Bremer leads a congregational listening session 
on behalf of the search committee. 

December 6:  This is the night for our men of Theology on Tap to gather at the 
home of Tom Daniel (1681 Council Bluff Dr. 30305) at 7 p.m. for dinner and a          
discussion led by Baron Mullis on a knotty piece of scripture from the month’s                
lectionary. RSVP to the church office. 

December 7:  Not your customary holiday fare, but a topic well worth your time and 
consideration - a screening of the film “Newtown,” concerning the aftermath of the Dec. 14, 2012 school shooting in 
Connecticut. Filmed over the course of nearly three years using unique access and never-before-heard testimonies,   
Newtown documents a traumatized community fractured by grief and driven toward a sense of purpose. The free            
screening with a question-and-answer  period with the filmmakers will be at 6 p.m.at the Lovett School (4074 Paces 
Ferry NW 30327) and a group of  Morningsiders led by Peter and Carolyn Cobb, Alex Page and Katye Watts plan to 
attend.  Registration is required. To reserve a spot, visit bit.ly/NewtownATL. 

December 9:  MPC Couples celebrate the holiday at 7 p.m. at the home of Kathy and Alan Bremer (785 Cumberland 
Rd. 30306). You’re invited to accept the invitation by emailing the Bremers (kathydaybremer@gmail.com). 

December 10:  Now it’s time for our Young Adults to party. Adrienne and David Mogge host (2858 Cedar Canyon 
Ct.,30345)—RSVP to Adrienne (adriennemogge@gmail.com). 

December 13:  Hosting a different kind of event, Morningside Presbyterian Preschool Prospective Parent Tour will 
welcome parents who want to learn more about our MPP facilities and programs. A second MPP tour will be held Jan. 
13. Both tours will be at 9:15 a.m. The tours are led by current parents with children in the MPP classrooms. RSVP to 
Preschool  Director Melinda Sandkam (mpp@morningsidepc.org) or ask her about arranging a private tour. 

January 8: Next year isn’t that far away! Morningside has a large group of middle-schoolers interested undergoing  
confirmation to become church members. Each will need a mentor from the congregation. Responsibilities include   
attending 12 Sunday sessions with your assigned youth, two events outside church and, of course, being a friend and 
sounding board. Let Sarah Are know if you’re up to this rewarding challenge. 

Gratitude was on the minds 
of our young Sunday            
Schoolers in November 

file:///C:/Users/Anna/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/MNL8GJAQ/cindy52@bellsouth.net
mailto:kathydaybremer@gmail.com
mailto:adroennemogge@gmail.com
mailto:mpp@morningsidepc.org
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Session News 

          Your Session at Work:  November 14 Meeting 
(Find a complete list of our church officers, their committee          
assignments and church staff at http://www.morningsidepc.org /
leaders.  Session minutes, once approved, are on file and available for 
review in the church office.) 

 Session members, both those whose terms have just 
completed as well as newly elected elders, are          
planning to spend a Saturday in late January to            
consider their roles and leadership skills as they work 
for the well-being of the congregation and strengthen 
our church for our ministry. 

 Sarah Tomaka reported that our children’s ministries 
really need more volunteers, especially on Sunday 
mornings. 

 Our Facilities team led by Duncan Spears and David 
Mogge said that work under the Standing and Serving 
capital campaign will have completed the HVAC            
upgrades in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall by the 
time you read this. The team is also forming a task 
force to consider Fellowship Hall renovations, as well 
as evaluating proposals to apply shading to the                  
Sanctuary windows to alleviate sun glare. 

 As of the end of October, our receipts from pledges 
and other sources were approximately $79,000 below 
budget projections, but the Finance Committee          
expects end-of-year giving to make up the shortfall 
(related story on Page 2). 

 Ellen Landers reported the work of the Associate          
Pastor Nominating Committee is well underway, with 
orientation from the Presbytery complete and officers 
elected.  Betsy Holland chairs the search team, with 
Sarah Brownlee as corresponding secretary and Jim 
Martin as the committee secretary.  The APNC is 
completing the Ministry Information Form (MIF), 
which is our denomination’s “job ad” for pastoral           
positions. 

 Our busy weekend of service Nov. 12-13 drew nine 
volunteers to the ICM pantry, a crew busy at J. W. 
Dobbs Elementary “Saturday School”, eight serving 
our final Sunday supper at Journey shelter (which is 
closing as of the end of November), and seven              

wrapping up interior demolition of a flooded home in 
Baton Rouge under the auspices of Rebuilding Hope 
in New Orleans (RHINO). 

 Worship and the Arts Ministries leader Susan Oder 
noted we need a new head usher and a Pew Crew 
team leader.  If you are interested in leading or                  
joining either of these ministries in service to our 
church, contact Susan. 

 Worship and the Arts Ministries also was empowered 
to form a task force to evaluate and form a                    
recommendation on whether to offer a second,                 
earlier service on Sunday mornings.                                  

     Daisy Ottmann 
     Clerk of Session 

Logos of Atlanta’s professional and college teams 
begin to take shape on the J. W. Dobbs gymnasium 
wall. 

FYI 

Want to Join a Small Group in 2017?  These committed 
groups meet twice a month for study and discipleship.  
Email bethwaltemath@morningsidepc.org by December 
10th for more information or sign up with Peter Tuuk at 
the Young Adult's Christmas Party on December 10th.    

http://www.morningsidepc.org%20/leaders
http://www.morningsidepc.org%20/leaders
mailto:bethwaltemath@morningsidepc.org
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BackWords 

Got Design Skills? Creative Contest Kicks Off Arts Showcase Planning 

In another first for Morningside Presbyterian, we’re planning an Arts Showcase and Café for a weekend in February.      
Fellowship Hall will become a gallery and, from 7 – 9 in the evening, a coffeehouse with live entertainment from          
Morningside members. 

What we need is a logo for the event, which we expect to offer annually, and a cover for the Arts Café program—and 
we’re enlisting your help!  If you enjoy graphic design, you’re invited to submit your cover design incorporating your logo 
design (which should use the words Morningside Arts Showcase and will also be used on posters and other advertising media).  
Your finished piece should be 8 ½ by 11 inches and may be in any medium as long as it can be reproduced. Contest entries 
are due by Dec. 18 and will be displayed on one of the bulletin boards.  Here’s the ‘contest’ part—members of our       
congregation will be encouraged to vote for their favorite design.  To enter, simply place your finished cover/logo design 
in Daisy Ottmann’s mailbox in the Session Room or mail a pdf to dazette@bellsouth.net.  The prize?  Credit and bragging 
rights and maybe a surprise gift. 

To get your creative juices flowing, here are a few more details. The gallery will display members’ art work in various    
media all weekend. The Arts Café will offer a light dessert, coffee or hot cinnamon cider and our church members          
performing on the stage.  Who knows, maybe we will have a juggler of flaming batons or a magician who will pull a Baron 
out of a hat!  Guess who will be the master of ceremonies? Will we have painters, poets and musicians???  Of course.  The 
line-up is coming together. 

December Birthdays 

1 Melissa Lawson 

1 Olivia Hunter 

2 Samantha Hampton 

3 Dawn Bell  

4 Alyssa Durden 

4 Amy Kayler 

4 Angie Keller 

5 Allison Roach 

6 Tamara Nix 

6 Ted McMahan 

7 Christopher Crowder 

8 Kelly Garrison 

8 Suzanne Lee 

9 Derek Matthews 

12 Sharon Pace 

12 Dianne Johnson 

13 Tony Menefee  

13 Linda Sweum 

17 Philippe Regnault  

18 Rebecca Greener  

20 Shannon Lazzaro 

21 Tami Giusto  

23 Ali Howell  

23 Doug Selph  

24 Claire Burke  

25 Bridget Ryan  

25 Nicholas Lazzaro  

27 Anna Nuckols  

27 Brooks Nuckols  

27 Nancy Anderson  

30 Billy Palmer  

30 Annie McNeill 

29 James Scribner  

mailto:dazette@bellsouth.net

