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DECEMBER 2017 
Worship at Morningside 

 
 

December 3, 2017 

Moravian Love Feast 

Baron Mullis preaching 

“Strengthened” 

1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 10, 2017 

Baron Mullis preaching 

“Harmony” 

Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 17, 2017 

Baron Mullis preaching 

“Patient” 

James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 24, 2017 

Christmas Eve 

Baron Mullis preaching 

“Favored” 

Luke 1:46b-55; Luke 1:26-38 
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or 12 pastors to spread the work around – but that’s 
just not how I see the world, and I give thanks to God 
just about every day that you don’t see the world that 
way either.   

I’ve never seen a better can-do congregation, and I just 
want you to know I’m grateful for each of you, staff, 
elders, deacons, members… you love this church and 
its Lord, and there’s no substitute for that.   

Merry Christmas,  

 

 

Baron  

 

Dear sisters and brothers, 

Here we are, the last          
Messenger of the year.  My 
last word, so to speak,          
before we turn the page on 
2017.   

I have plenty of thoughts about 2017.  I’m happy to 
share them with you over coffee.   

But as this is my last column of the year, I want to take 
a moment of personal privilege to use this space to say 
thank you to some folks who might be a little                         
under-noticed, particularly as we plunge into the     
marathon that is December.   

Of course, in a month like this, I must share my                  
gratitude with you for our spectacular musicians.  Our 
choirs lead us like shepherd through the worship of 
God every week, and without fail, it’s the                               
incomparable Jonathan Crutchfield who makes it look 
easy!   

And there’s Mardee and the Children’s Ministries 
team, and Melinda and the Preschool team, and there 
are pageants – camels, and sheep and angels, oh my! 

There is the administrative staff – I realize I’m getting 
a bit repetitive here – and our fabulous interim              
pastors, Beth and Matt. 

And this time, I want to say a particular word of 
thanks to Daisy Ottmann as she nears “retirement” as 
Clerk of Session.   

As a congregation, we are always what we make of 
ourselves.  It really is you who make this whole                       
operation sing.  When our elders and deacons are 
elected to serve, they don’t get the luxury of being an 
advisory board – they work. And they invite you to 
work with them. Thank you.   

We have much for which to be grateful this year.  
Maybe it’s a little tempting from time to time to think 
of what we don’t have – millions of dollars in reserve, 
a volunteer pool so deep nobody needs to repeat, 10 
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Atlanta Holiday Tradition Adds 
Morningside’s Bell Choir 

For 36 years, the Atlanta Gay Men’s Chorus has saluted the 
holiday season with a series of concerts that fills up The 
Cathedral of St. Philip annually. Performances this year, 
titled “Bells, Babs and Beyond,” will feature MPC’s very 
own bell choir on Dec. 8 at 8 p.m. and Dec. 9 at 2 and 8 
p.m. 

Our handbell choir will play Christmas classics including 
“Go, Tell It On the Mountain” and “Silver Bells”.  The  
concerts feature not only the more than 80 voices of the 
AGMC singing Barbra Streisand (Babs) songs and other 
holiday favorites but also include AGMC’s acclaimed guest 
string quartet. 

Tickets range in price from $15 - $50 and choices include a 
VIP Experience for the evening shows that offer premium 
seating and refreshments or premium seating for the                   
matinee. An early-bird discount of $5 applies through Dec. 
7. Order tickets now to support our ringers! 
www.voicesofnote.org/events/bells-babs-beyond-the-
37th-annual-holiday-concert/.  

http://www.voicesofnote.org/events/bells-babs-beyoond-the-37th-annual-holiday-concert/
http://www.voicesofnote.org/events/bells-babs-beyoond-the-37th-annual-holiday-concert/
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  Morningside Calls Rev. Emma Neishloss to Lead  Youth, Mission 

As Presbyterians, we strive to do things ‘decently and in order.’ That especially pertains to the process of calling the right 
Teaching Elders—also known as Ministers of  Word and Sacrament, or pastors—to our church.  If it seems like we’ve 
been looking forever for an Associate Pastor, well, we elected our Associate Pastor Nominating Committee on Oct. 30, 
2016, and we voted on Nov. 12, 2017, to call Rev. Emma Neishloss to that position. That’s right on the button—maybe 
even a little better than the usual search time in our denomination. 

Emma will join us on Jan. 2. We sought specifically for an Associate Pastor who had a passion for youth ministry and who 
would devote 50 percent of time to our ever-growing youth groups. The rest of her assignment will be to support Mission 
Ministries and Discipleship Ministries, plus of course preaching on occasion and working together with Baron on all the 
concerns of the church. 

Emma was born and raised and most recently served a church in the Pittsburgh area. She graduated in 2009 with a                   
bachelor’s degree in Christian Education at Muskingum University in Ohio and then earned her Master of Divinity degree 
from Princeton Theological Seminary in 2012. For the past five years she’s been Director of Youth Ministry at Level Green 
Presbyterian Church. 

Betsy Holland, chair of our APNC, says of Emma, “She possesses a warm personality, caring demeanor and passion for 
learning. Her commitment to inclusivity, spiritual exploration and trying new things will make her a great fit for                         
Morningside.” 

Among Emma’s loves are her mutt Renly, camping and US Presidential trivia—and the Pittsburgh Penguins. Since Atlanta 
has no competing hockey team, we can look forward to interesting her in the fates of the Falcons, Braves, Hawks and              
Atlanta United. 

                                                 Morningside Milestones 

 Happy news to celebrate!  Nov. 11 saw the weddings of members Erika Schenk and Will Owens, and Nov.10 Julie Green and our 
Director of Children’s Ministries Mardee Rightmyer.  Also, we congratulate Leslie Grant on her re-election to the Atlanta School 
Board representing District 1. Plus, Marti and Kirk Adams brought forward their son Caspar for baptism Nov. 19. 

 But wait—there’s more! James Klotz has been called as Parish Associate by Slackwood Presbyterian in Lawrenceville, NJ and will 
be ordained by the Presbytery of New Brunswick sometime after the first of the year. This won’t interrupt his PhD studies in Old 
Testament at Princeton Theological Seminary, directing the PTS bell choir, teaching, and….Wow! 

 And let’s recognize our church officers who will be completing their terms this month and thank each of them for their                        
leadership:  Deacons Philip Hawkins, Cindy Humphries, Sanda Means and Katrina Weiss, as well as Elders Ellen Brown Landers, 
Kim Nuckols, Susan Oder, Jeff Peters, Peter Tuuk and Alex Watts. 

Buns, Bells, Tea, Carols – Welcome Back Advent with Moravian Love Feast 

 

The first Sunday in December is also the first Sunday of   
Advent and we’ll welcome this season of  Hope, Peace, Joy 
and Love with our second Moravian Love Feast, which this 

year on Dec. 3 at 11 a.m. will be our                                          
Lord’s Supper celebration as well.  

This service is built around song, with a ‘meal’ of tea and 
sweet buns served to refresh us and help us keep singing. 
The Morningside Handbell Choir will offer the French carol 
“Il Est Né” and our Arts and Crafts Guild has prepared the 
traditional red-wrapped beeswax candles which are lighted 
and lifted at the end of the service.  
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Prayer Concerns  

Members of our community have asked for individual prayer. To be on the prayer list—public or private—use prayer 
cards found in the pew racks or speak with Baron. Morningside Messenger will carry the list from the most recent weekly 
Life@ insert: Sue Blouin, Andrew Brady (Gwyn Brady’s brother), Richard Breiter (Aaron Shepherd’s grandfather) 

Nancy Cunningham, Pat Dumbleton (Austin Davis-Selph’s aunt), Chuck Fishpaw (Brenda Fishpaw’s son), Terri Healey (Ward 
Howell’s cousin), Billy Jones (Melissa Lawson’s father), Friends and relatives of Linda Johnson, Dr. John Kusel (Lester Morris 
and Baron Mullis’ friend), Lange family, Bebe Libby (Kasey Libby’s mom), Jan McMahan, Ted McMahan, Brandon Odom, Ray 
family, Bev Reed, Beth Klotz Von Seggern (Jack Klotz’s sister), Marlie Ann Senf, Kimball Sweatt (Frampton family friend), 
Mary Turner (Sanda Means’ mother), Evelyn Wimberly (Nancy Frampton’s ex-mother-in-law)   

Outcry, interfaith voices against gun violence, is sponsoring “New Thoughts on Newtown: In Remembrance of the Sandy 
Hook Shooting” on Thursday, Dec. 14, at 7 p.m. at Trinity Presbyterian (3003 Howell Mill Rd. 30327).  

The evening will begin with a prayer vigil, followed by a call for people of faith in Georgia to create a state and a nation 
with safer gun laws. Newtown is a marker for large-scale random violence, particularly against children; however, recent 
history has shown it to neither an isolated nor unthinkable event.  To RSVP, go to www.outcrygeorgia.org/newtown. 

Warm Up the Season for Women at Rebecca’s Tent;  

Volunteer Opportunities Coming, Too  

Look for collection baskets in the Welcome Center to provide mittens, gloves, hats and scarves throughout December for 
the women at Shearith Israel’s Rebecca’s Tent shelter. 

Once again this year Morningside will provide volunteers at Rebecca’s Tent as part of our  outreach program. This will be 
the thirty-third consecutive year that SI has hosted the shelter.  Almost 400 volunteers serve the shelter each year between 
November and March. MPC is committed to provide two volunteers per night for two five-day, Wednesday through Sun-
day  periods:  Jan. 10-14 and Feb. 7-11.  Duties are to serve dinners prepared by others, clean up and package leftovers 
from 6 - 8 p.m. Look for the sign-up sheet on the Mission board in the Narthex. Both men and women are welcome to 
volunteer. 

Longtime Members Share Important Date with MPC Friends 

Jan McMahan is more than a ‘cradle Presbyterian,’ she’s a ‘cradle Morningsider.’ Ill-health prevents Jan and her husband Ted who 
formerly lived close to the church and took part in many activities—Ted especially with Habitat builds—from attending any longer. 
They miss being here. 

The McMahan's would like their church friends to know that they celebrate their fiftieth wedding anniversary Dec. 2. Jan writes, 
“Ted and I just move slowly, with reminding each other of important things such as meds that must be taken at certain times.” Ted 
has been recovering for months from complications from a fall off a ladder and intestinal troubles, but the family enjoyed Thanksgiv-
ing together with the children. 

Time to Pause During Season of Joy to Remember  Young Gun  Victims 

Take an Occasional Break from  Worship to Play with Kiddies 

Children of all ages are always welcome in worship at Morningside, but we do offer childcare during our services for infants through 
kindergarten for those parents who wish it. We’re in need of volunteers to spend that time especially with our Pre-K/
Kindergarteners. No planning is required—activities are provided and the main responsibility is play. Contact Mardee Rightmyer to 
volunteer so we can have enough helpers so no one has to miss worship every week.  

http://www.outcrygeorgia.org/newtown
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
  

 
 
 
 

 1 
8 a.m. Spanish 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. Karate 
 

2 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
10 a.m. Moravian 
Love Feast                   
Rehearsal 

3 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and              
Conversation 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School for all 
ages 
11 a.m. Moravian Love Feast 
12 noon. Fellowship 
1 p.m. LGBT Holiday Party 
(offsite) 
4:30 p.m. Youth Group 
 

 

4 
8 a.m. Spanish 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:15 a.m. Parent 
Tours 
12 noon. Arts and 
Crafts Guild 
1 p.m. Ballet 
2 p.m. Cooking 
Guild 
6 p.m. Girl Scouts 
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society/ HR       
Committee Meeting 
7:15 p.m. Children’s 
Ministries Meeting 
 

5 

9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. Crossfit 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Theology on Tap 
7:30 p.m. MLPA              
Zoning 
 
 

 
 

6 
8:15 a.m. Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP/MLPA 
Focus Group 
1 p.m. Mini Monets 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

7 
9 a.m. MPP  
11 a.m. Yogasculpt 
1 p.m. Playball 
6 p.m. Night Yoga 

 

 
 
 

8 
8 a.m. Spanish 
9 a.m. MPP 
12 noon. MPP Staff 
Luncheon (offsite) 
1 p.m. Karate 
2 p.m. Christmas 
Decorating 
7 p.m. Couples 
Group (offsite) 
8 p.m. Annual 
Holiday Concert 
(offsite) 
 
 
 
 

9 
9 a.m. Women’s 
AA/ Christmas                     
Decorating 
10 a.m. ICM Food 
Pantry 
2 p.m. Annual               
Holiday Concert 
(offsite) 
3 p.m. Gift               
Wrapping 
4 p.m. Children’s 
Christmas Pageant 
Dress  Rehearsal 
8 p.m. Annual               
Holiday Concert 
(offsite) 

10 

8:45 a.m. Second Sunday  
Worship Service 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and              
Conversation 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School for all 
ages 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon. Fellowship 
5:30 p.m. Children’s        
Christmas Pageant 
6 p.m. Chili Cook-off 
 

11 

8 a.m. Spanish 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. Ballet 
7 p.m. MLPA/ 
Mandolin                      
Society 
 

       

 

 
 

12 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. Crossfit 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers/Preschool                 
Committee Meeting 

 
 

13 
8:15 a.m. Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Reading at 
Dobbs 
1 p.m. Mini Monets 
7 p.m. MLPA 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

14 
9 a.m. MPP  
11 a.m. Yogasculpt 
12:30 p.m. Poetry 
Group 
1 p.m. Playball 
6 p.m. Night Yoga 
7 p.m.                                  
Remembering Sandy 
Hook Victims 
(offsite) 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

15 
8 a.m. Spanish 
9 a.m. MPP/MLPA 
1 p.m. Karate 
 

 

16 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
2:30 p.m.                  
Christmas Carol 
(offsite) 
 
 

 

17 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and              
Conversation 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School for all 
ages/ New Members’ Class 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon. Fellowship 
12:30 p.m. Young Adult  
Luncheon 
6 p.m. Youth Group 

 

18 
8 a.m. Spanish 
9 a.m. MPP 
12 noon. Arts and 
Crafts Guild 
1 p.m. Ballet 
2 p.m. Cooking 
Guild 
6 p.m. Session 
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society                     

19 

9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. CrossFit 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
5 p.m. MLPA 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
 

20 

 

7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
(offsite) 
8:15 a.m. Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. Mini Monets 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 
 

21 
9 a.m. MPP  
11 a.m. Yogasculpt 
12:30 p.m. Third 
Thursday Theology 
1 p.m. Playball 
7 p.m. Youth                
Committee 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

22 
8 a.m. Spanish 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. Karate 

23 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and              
Conversation 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School for all 
ages 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon. Fellowship 
3 p.m. Handbell Choir                      
Rehearsal 
4 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 
6 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal          
7:30 p.m. The Music of                    
Christmas 
8 p.m. Candlelight Service of 
Lessons and Carols 
 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

26 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 

 
 
 
 

MPP CLOSED 

27 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MPP CLOSED 

28 
11 a.m. Yogasculpt 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 
 

   

  

 

 

 
MPP CLOSED 

      

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MPP CLOSED 

30 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 

NOVEMBER  DECEMBER 
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Morningsiders Prepare for Christmas by Observing Four Sundays of Advent  
Many churches in the mainline American denominations in recent decades have reclaimed ancient seasons and celebrations in the 
Christian year, including Advent—and Morningside is no exception. Beginning Dec. 3, our members will begin worship with 
the lighting of a candle in an Advent wreath to honor one of the themes of this season of anticipation: hope, peace, joy and love.  

 
This December, MPC also will honor the spiritual practice of Advent giving by collect-
ing food for Intown Collaborative Ministries. We will collect canned goods and other 
non-perishable foods during worship each Sunday through Dec. 24 (including the early 
service Dec. 12). We encourage the children and families to come forward during the 
service to place their gifts of food in a basket under the Christmas tree. A barrel in the 
stairwell will take larger items and mid-week donations. Always needed are canned 
vegetables, soups, ready-to-eat meals (especially those with pop-tops), ramen noodles, 
peanut butter, cereal and can openers 
 
ICM serves food to homeless and food-insecure neighbors in the 30306 and 30307 
neighborhoods each Saturday from McIver Hall at Druid Hills Presbyterian Church. 
Our next opportunity to distribute food at the pantry will be Dec. 9 from 10 a.m. -1 

p.m. We need 12 volunteers. Canned vegetables, soups, ready-to-eat meals, especially those with pop tops, ramen noodles, 
peanut butter, cereal and can openers. For more information, it’s Laura Ulep (lauraulep@gmail.com). 

MPC has committed to adopting two large families at Nicholas House, the intown shelter for homeless families, for the                 
Christmas season. We’re excited to serve a single mother with four children (ages eight-16) and a grandmother with her three 
grandchildren (ages 10-18). Consider taking your family out to shop for some of the items on the children’s wish lists—they’ll 
have ideas what a child their age might really love. Visit https://tinyurl.com/y8oc9vor to sign up. Just before pageant rehearsal 
on Saturday,  Dec. 9 at 3 p.m. we’ll host a gift-wrapping party in Fellowship Hall, complete with hot cocoa and cookies for our 
MPC elves. If you are unable to attend, please drop off the gifts (labeled with the Family Code and age of the recipient) anytime 
prior to the wrap party.  
 

While our children’s Sunday classes will take them on a journey to Bethlehem, our adults will continue learning about Faith in 
Film, rather than a specifically Advent-oriented study. 

Don’t Know Beans About Chili?  Come Choose Your Fave at Cook-off After Pageant 

It’s hard to find something new to say about our traditional Christmas Pageant.  You already know we’ll have dozens of adorable 
children dressed as shepherds, angels and the Holy Family, plus narrators, musicians and a star above. The pageant will start in 
the Sanctuary at 5:30 p.m. this year, on Dec. 10. 

Which means our annual Chili Cook-off serving up spicy treats in Fellowship Hall will start at 6 p.m. The competition for Chili 
Champ has—ahem!—heated up a little more every year and Anne Barnette’s ready to battle to keep her title.  If you’re ready to 
show us your kitchen chops, just bring your dish before the competition to Fellowship Hall. Sides and desserts are also more 
than welcome. A Christmas songfest will follow the chili foodfest. 

Christmas Eve Offers One, Two, Three Services—Choose Any Two? 

Dec. 24 being Sunday, Morningside will worship God in the morning with our traditional 11 a.m. service.  At 4 p.m., our fami-
ly friendly early service will hail Christs’ birth with story and song. The doors open at 7 p.m. for our well-loved Service of Les-
sons and Carols at 8 p.m., with a prelude of holiday music beginning at 7:30. Childcare will be available at all three services.  

MPC serving at ICM Food Pantry  

mailto:lauraulep@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/y8oc9vor%20
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Your Session at Work:  November 20 Meeting  
(Find a complete list of our church officers, their committee          
assignments and church staff at http://www.morningsidepc.org /
leaders.  Session minutes, once approved, are on file and available for 
review in the church office.) 

 Your Session has much to look forward to and be excited 
about as move toward 2018. Some officers are looking 
forward to ‘retiring’ from their three years’ service; oth-
ers are energized to start their terms. With a brand-new 
three-year strategic plan to implement, Session will spend 
their Jan. 20 retreat working on how we’ll Journey             
Together through the year 2020. 

 Interim Youth Director Matt Frease will be turning over 
to our new Associate Pastor Emma Neishloss a crop of 
kids ready for confirmation, which we’ll be able to hold 
for the third year in a row. As of now, we can identify as 
many as eight sixth-graders and 13 seventh-graders who 
may be ready to take this momentous step forward. 

 Speaking of our new associate, not only has the Human 
Resources team help craft the details for Emma’s call, 
they are happy to announce implementation of the updat-
ed MPC Child Protection Policy and that a new Employee 
Handbook will be ready for distribution before the end of 
this year. 

 For Mission, Nancy Collins called attention to two up-
coming dates. The first, Dec. 9, is our next turn to staff 
the food pantry for Intown Collaborative Ministries. The 

news here is that the Saturday morning food distribution 
practice at the pantry has changed, so that it is appropri-
ate for children to come help—making this event open 
to families – at least those with children old enough to 
serve. (More ICM news on Page 6) Keep Feb. 25 in 
mind for the next Atlanta Hunger Walk. MPC’s walk-
ers—along with those from other PC(USA) churches 
fund the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta’s Presbyterian 
Answer to Hunger (PATH) Grants to local agencies. 
Next year’s walk will be a test to see if our local denomi-
nation can continue to support this program. 

 Sarah Beth Gehl reported for Commitment Ministries 
that pledges are slightly above the amount for this time 
last year—but we’re still far short of our $788,000 goal. 
Families and individuals who pledged last year have led to 
an increase in their numbers of 11 percent. Those who 
have pledged previously but who have not responded so 
far this year can expect a personal contact. 

 Session approved a sex education class called Created by 
God to be held jointly with North Decatur Presbyterian 
Feb. 8-10, under the leadership of Melissa Lerner from 
Haygood Methodist Church. The class will be oriented 
toward fourth-, fifth- and sixth-graders and their parents.
       
     Daisy Ottmann 
     Clerk of Session 

Let’s Be Crass—Because It’s Time to Talk About Church Money Again 

The national news says our economy is continuing to rise. How about our church economy?  There’s good news and not-so-good 
news.   

The good news is that our Standing and Serving commitment campaign officially ends this month, with notable and visible                     
improvements to our debt situation and our building. We anticipate more final payments coming in by the end of the year so that 
we can achieve a few other items on our Wish List, such as stage renovation in Fellowship Hall.  

As mentioned above, our 2018 commitment results are running about what they’ve been in the past. That’s pretty good, but less 
than we need, especially as we begin the year fully staffed. We want to go forward with program growth under our new                        
leadership for children, youth, mission and adult education. You see, the thing about pledges is that it enables more reliable     
budgeting.  We KNOW many members and regular visitors contribute generously, but pledges give us more concrete                          
information to go on.  Please pledge! 

What about our current budget? It’s a fact that every year our annual running deficit gets big relief in December. If you are                 
behind on this year’s pledge and aren’t quite sure how much you promised: do this. Go to www.morningsidepc.org, log in and 
click on Giving and then My Pledge History to see what you’ve paid and what’s outstanding.  Never used our website?  Try it—
anyone can see details on programs, view videos of services, get current news and, if you’re a member, set up a secure log-in for 
member information—like your giving history.  

http://www.morningsidepc.org%20/leaders
http://www.morningsidepc.org%20/leaders
http://www.morningsidepc.org
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BackWords 

Reservation Deadline Looming for Summer Youth Conferences 

Rising sixth graders through May high school graduates have the opportunity to meet kids in their own age groups from all over 
the country in one of two youth conferences this summer. The deadline to sign up and pay a deposit to hold a spot is Dec. 15. 

Rising freshmen through 2018 graduates are invited to the Montreat Youth Conference June 10-16. Theme for this year’s                   
gathering is Raise Every Voice and activities include morning energizers, music, keynotes, small group meetings, afternoon                
recreation and evening worship. The prospectus says the conference seeks “to be an inclusive place where each voice can be 
heard and where each heart can be molded, where change is invited, challenge is expected, and where all are embraced.” 

Every aspect of the Massanetta Middle School Conference, held in Massanetta Springs, VA July 9-13, is crafted with                                  
middle-schoolers in mind.  The activities will center on the theme “Created. Claimed. Called. Y’all are mine” which is based on 
Isaiah 43:1-2, “Do not fear for I have redeemed you, I have called you by name, you are mine.”  
To sign up, let Matt Frease know via email and bring a deposit of $200 to the church office, with a note on the memo line as to 
which conference the registration is for. If a scholarship would make the difference between attending and not attending, talk 
with Matt. 

Time to Start Rehearsing, Drawing, Creating – Artist Showcase Is Coming 

After this year’s successful debut, the Artists Showcase and Café will return to                           
Fellowship Hall Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 3 and 4. Art viewing will begin Saturday at 5 p.m., 
with cabaret performances starting in the café at 6 p.m.   

Showcase producer Julie Green promises, “You will enjoy a gallery of artwork and performances 
from touching to hilarious by our talented members.  Are you ready to be a part of this multi-generational afternoon?   All ages                  
welcome.”  To be part of the show, sponsored by the Worship and the Arts Ministries, contact Julie ( greenjulie72@gmail.com).  

1 Melissa Lawson 

1 Olivia Hunter 

3 Dawn Bell 

4 Akin Adams 

4 Alyssa Durden 

4 Amy Kayler 

5 Allison Roach 

6 Tamara Nix 

6  Ted McMahan 

7 Christopher Crowder 

8 Kelly Garrison 

8 Suzanne Lee 

9 Derek Matthews 

12 Sharon Pace 

12 Dianne Johnson 

13 Tony Menefee 

13 Linda Sweum 

13 Tom Tomaka 

17 Phil Regnault 

20 Shannon Lazzaro 

21 Tami Giusto 

23 Ali Howell 

23 Doug Self 

24 Claire Burke 

25 Bridget Ryan 

27 Anna Nuckols 

27 Brooks Nuckols 

27 Nancy Anderson  

30 Billy Palmer 

30 Annie McNeill 
 

Want Your Birthday Recognized?  

It’s Just One More Benefit of Joining Morningside 

We will receive new members on Dec. 17. There’s a class at 9:45 in Baron’s 
office to orient you to MPC, followed by introduction to the congregation 
during worship. Please let our pastor (baron.mullis@ morningsidepc.org) 
know of your interest in joining our church family. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY DECEMBER 

mailto:greenjulie72@gmail.com
mailto:baron.mullis@%20morningsidepc.org

