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January 2015 
Worship at Morningside 

 
January 4, 2015 

Baron Mullis preaching 
“On Being Christians”  Sermon Series 

#1, “Making Fresh Starts” 
Texts: Jeremiah 31:7-14; Ephesians 1:3-14 

The sacraments of baptism and communion will be celebrated. 
 

January 11, 2015 
Baron Mullis preaching 

“On Being Christians”  Sermon Series 
#2, “Worshipping God” 

Texts: Psalm 29; Acts 19:1-7 
Officer Ordination and Installation 

 
January 18, 2015 

Baron Mullis preaching 
“On Being Christians”  Sermon Series 
#3, “Living Differently from Others” 

Texts: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51 
 

January 25, 2015 
Drew Stockstill preaching 

“On Being Christians”  Sermon Series 
#4, “The Christian  Witness” 

Texts: Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Mark 1:14-20 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers,  

So, the season of relentless  
self-improvement begins.   
 

Some folks make resolutions.  Some folks establish new 
patterns.  Some folks use it as an opportunity to drop a 
few pounds or quit a bad habit.   
 

I just know that my gym gets a lot more crowded in Janu-
ary—with myself, I hope—as one of the chief offenders.  
(If the orthopedist clears me to go.  For inquiring minds, 
I have a broken foot at the time of this writing.) 
 

I’m a big fan of self-improvement.  One of the great doc-
trines of the church is that things can change.  Sometimes 
the change is huge.  Sometimes the change is infinitesi-
mal.  But we believe things can change.  So, I’m glad if 
you decide in 2015 to be more deliberate about prayer, 
for example, or worship, or giving.  Disciplines build 
faith; there’s no mistaking it.   
 

But… in the midst of these projects and disciplines, 
please make it a point to be kind to yourselves.   
 

It’s far too easy to look at those extra holiday pounds or 
the bad habit and think that somehow they represent you.   
 

They don’t.  They represent self-improvement projects 
but they aren’t you.  I’m not sure what your January 
changes will involve, or if you’ll eschew all resolutions, 
but I do know this: you – you – are of infinite value to 
God.   
 

You – you – you right there, the one who is reading this line – 
are deeply loved by God.  You are not loved in an ab-
stract, impersonal, omnibus motion of general divine 
love, you are loved deeply and personally by God.   
 

So, if by chance the season of relentless self-improvement 
leaves you feeling a little down or a little unsuccessful in 
the resolution keeping department, remember to be kind 
to yourselves.   
 

One of my favorite quotes is often attributed to Philo of 
Alexandria, “Be kind.  Everyone you meet is fighting a great 
battle.” 
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Elder on Call 
Bobbie McCrackin  January 4-10 
Duncan Spears  January 11-17 
Eleanor Attwood  January 18-24 
Laura Fillyaw  January 25-31 

 

Deacon on Call 
Robin Hackney  January 4-10 
Faye McKay-Clegg  January 11-17 
Sarah Chatel   January 18-24 
Shirley Adair   January 25-31 

I’ve always loved that quote.  I try to live my life by it, 
and I hope you will too.  Starting with yourself.   
 

Shalom,  
 
 
Baron 

 

Prayer Concerns 
Members of our community have asked for individual 
prayer. To be on the prayer list—public or private—
use prayer cards found in the pew racks or speak with 
Baron. Morningside Messenger will carry the list from 
the most recent weekly Life@ insert:  Grace Bittick, 
Todd Brawner and Peter Dickson, The Rev. Canon 
Domenic Ciannella, Sandra Crawford, Mary Ann Em-
bleton, John Garner, Karen Hancock and family,      
Dr. Stephen A. Hayner, Ann Herndon, Penny Hill, 
Finley Holaway, Kaitlin Andry, Melanie Donnelly, El-
len Hardeman, Peggy, Ron and Ann Reggio, Peggy 
Johnson Smith, Warren Johnson, Sr., Vicky Langford, 
Philip Marshall, Jan McMahan, Marilyn Neforas, Jason 
Perryman, Anne and Nate Reid, Linda and Mike Rob-
inson, Kent Smith, Jennifer and Jason Swafford, John 
Vytal, Ethel Young. 
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Morningside Milestones 

 

• Babies for Christmas!  Eric and Emily O’Brien (and sibs Belle and Ellis) welcomed Evanston Cranston to the 
family Nov. 30, while David Yntema and Esther Patrick (and bros Samuel and Zane) greeted Calvin John Da-
vid’s arrival  Dec. 15.  With many more newborns expected this year, Melinda won’t have to worry about find-
ing a Baby Jesus for our next Christmas pageant. 

• Those beams of joy Dec. 28 were on the faces of Mac and Nancy Frampton as the Rev. Joanna Adams baptized 
their granddaughter Rebecca. 

• Morningside's eldest member, Geneva Blackwell Bourne, 100, entered the Church Triumphant on               
Dec. 20.  Geneva joined MPC when her son Jack became active in children's and youth activities here.  She is 
survived by Jack and Ida and her extended family, to whom we extend our sympathies. 

Confirmation Class Begins for Seventh, Eighth Graders—Maybe You, Too! 

An impressive 15 youth and their mentors will begin a     
12-week journey starting Jan. 11.  This Confirmation 
Class will culminate when the confirmands deliver their 
statements of faith to Session and officially join Morning-
side Presbyterian Church Sunday, Apr. 26.  
 

Confirmands will explore tough questions of faith includ-
ing "Who wrote the Bible?" "Is God real?" "How can 
God be three-in-one?" "What are Communion and Bap-
tism...Really?" "Why Did Jesus Have to Die?" 

 
  

 To enrich conversations of faith and spiritual growth at 
home, this year the topics covered in Confirmation will 
also be offered in a separate class to parents, guardians and 
any others who are interested in delving into the founda-
tions of faith and the Presbyterian family. Both classes will 
be held each Sunday beginning Jan.11 at 9:45 a.m. 
through Mar. 29.  The youth class will meet in the Youth 
Center (Rm 107) and the class for parents, guardians and 
others will meet in the Session Room. Drew and Landon 
will alternate facilitating the separate classes.  

Children’s Program Volunteers Needed 
Contact Program Director Melinda Sandkam (msandkam 
@morningsidepc.org) to volunteer for an hour or two   
one time or once a month to support continuing chil-
dren’s program needs.  Any amount of time and any 
schedule helps!  For example, we have a regular volun-
teer who comes for two hours on the first Tuesday after-
noon of each month.  But maybe you have one hour you 
can spare this month? 

Some specific current needs include minor sewing, mak-
ing a few new costumes, repairing or re-inventing a few 
props and helping with Children’s Program files—
everything from shredding to copying to creating signs 
via computer and laminating them. 

Morningside Parents Get Early Opportunity for Preschool Enrollment 

Early Morningside preschool registration for currently 
enrolled families and active MPC members begins Mon-
day, Jan. 12. You can now download the necessary forms 
at http://www.morningsidepc.org/registration. You 
must submit your application and registration fee no later 
than Friday, Jan. 23. Open registration begins Monday, 
Feb. 2.  

Current students who register during this early period 
are guaranteed enrollment. Admissions priority also goes 
to siblings of currently enrolled students followed by 
church members and finally, community members. Avail-
ability for a specific class (i.e., 2-, 3- or 5-days) is not 
guaranteed. If there are more requests for a specific class 
than we have space for, a lottery will be conducted to 
place students. Return completed applications to Sarah 
Tomaka, MPP Preschool Director. 
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Our second annual focus on learning about and participat-
ing in outreach opportunities at Morningside Presbyterian 
Church will officially be on Martin Luther King Jr. week-
end as we join in what has become a service weekend 
throughout the nation.  But we have plenty of other 
choices before and after Jan. 17-19 for you to don your 
blue Season of Service t-shirt and show our church’s 
“Welcome All. Serve All.” spirit.  We challenge you to 
help us reach 100 percent participation.   

Events and opportunities follow in chronological order.  
You can sign up on the bulletin boards at church or con-
tact the member “shepherd” who leads each outreach to 
get more information. 

Pre-MLK Weekend and Continuing: 

• In January, the men of Theology on Tap will serve 
dinner to the 30 residents of Journey (TOT Shepherd 
Ken Sharpe).  In February, the women of Lydia’s Cir-
cle will serve dinner on Feb. 8 (Shepherds Lele Ruby 
and Mary Hardy Holaway).  MPC Journey Shepherds 
Tamara Nix and Bryan Smith  (tamaranix 
@yahoo.com) are always glad to schedule your group 
or have your individual support to provide this meal 
on second Sundays of the month.  

• Bring (free) items to church that are needed by ICM 
Food Pantry (plastic bags) and Atlanta Humane Socie-
ty (newspapers-- minus shiny inserts).  Our Mission 
Campers solicit these items in July—and now the 
children of MPC extend a mid-year invite to the con-
gregation for Season of Service. They’ll be in the 
Welcome Center before and after church and social 
hour to collect your items on Jan. 11 and 18.  If your 
child would like to receive items at any of these dates 
or times, contact Melinda Sandkam 
(msandkam@morningsidepc.org) 

 

 

 

• Church volunteers deliver the midday meal to neigh-
bors in Morningside/Virginia Highlands each Mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday. Pick up meals at First 
Presbyterian Church between 10:30 a.m. and noon 
and spend about an hour on the route. Most recipi-
ents are elderly, homebound, live alone and would 
not have a nourishing meal without this ministry. 
Shepherd Sarah Brownlee (rsbrownlee1046@att.net)  
always needs drivers and substitutes—right now we 
need regular drivers for the third and fourth Wednes-
days.  Not sure?  You’re invited to come ride along 
and check it out. 

• Congregation Shearith Israel, almost just around the 
corner, has provided a shelter for homeless women 
for 31 years. We’re committed to provide two vol-
unteers from 6 - 8 p.m. Wednesday through Sunday, 
January 14-18 and February 18-22.  Volunteers serve 
a prepared evening meal, package leftovers, clean up 
and importantly, visit with the residents.  Current 
openings are for Sunday, Jan. 18, and for Friday, Sat-
urday and Sunday, Feb. 20-22. Sign up at church or 
contact MPC Shepherd Phyllis Grimes (grimes2230 
@bellsouth.net).   

• The Youth will collect non-perishable goods for the 
Intown Collaborative Ministries (ICM) Food Pantry 
throughout January. Bring canned meats, peanut but-
ter, snack crackers, hearty soups, canned fruits and 
vegetables, pastas, etc. to the baskets in the Welcome 
Center. This outreach brings several nearby churches 
together to assist those feeling hunger and facing 
homelessness in the 30306/30307 ZIP codes and 
both Baron and Drew serve on the ICM board as well 
as Anthony Owens, Al Adams, and Heather Reg-
nault. 
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Saturday, Jan. 17: 
• Our SOS-blue-shirted Youth of MPC will serve break-

fast to the 60-70 homeless or near homeless neighbors 
coming to the ICM Food Pantry (see item on Page 4)  
Saturday, Jan. 17.  Contact MPC Shepherds Nancy 
Collins/Becky Carlisle (ncollins0209@gmail.com) to 
serve at ICM throughout the year. 

• It’s the thirteenth year Decatur has sponsored the Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Service Project doing minor repairs 
and yard chores in and around senior citizens’ homes. 
Helping hands can be skilled, unskilled and everything 
in between.   If you can’t work 8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. on 
Saturday - the opportunity returns Monday, Jan. 19! 
MPC Shepherds are Lloyd Price (404.840.710) and 
Jack Klotz (678.428.6255). 

• Six Star Refugee Partnership resettles displaced fami-
lies who come to us from war-torn countries. They 
work with a family for at least 12 months to help them 
become self-sufficient in our society.  Get to know our 
newest refugee family from Pakistan, with four daugh-
ters elementary age through teens. How about taking 
the family on an outing this weekend, such as to Stone 
Mountain Snow Mountain, the Zoo, the Aquarium, 
The Coca Cola Museum, or another creative idea? 
Since there are six family members to transport, may-
be pairing with another church family would be fun. 
On-going needs MPC members fulfill include donating 
household items when a new family arrives, providing 
tutors, serving on the Six Star board and providing 
transportation to doctor appointments. Contact MPC 
Shepherd Holly Campbell (hollycampbell1 
@gmail.com) to invite the family to get to know    
Atlanta. 

Sunday, Jan. 18: 
• Come explore social justice issues Sunday, Jan. 18 at 

9:45 a.m. in Room 201 with attorney Elizabeth      
Appley, an experienced advocate for vulnerable popu-
lations who both litigates and lobbies in the public in-
terest. Elizabeth represents Presbyterians for a Better 
Georgia and the Central Outreach and Advocacy Cen-
ter at the Georgia General Assembly this year.  She 
will share about these organizations and why they are 
motivated by their faith to speak out against gun vio-

lence, in support of a safe harbor for youth who have 
been the victims of sex trafficking in our community, 
and in favor of helping people to avoid or overcome 
homelessness.  Also learn how you can be an effective 
advocate on these issues and more as we strive togeth-
er to support public policies that serve the least of 
these.  MPC is a partner with Presbyterians for a Bet-
ter Georgia.  See details on the next page regarding a 
“post-MLK” event on Thursday, Jan. 22.   

• Our elementary age kids will come together at       
9:45 a.m. in Room 001 to participate in two ongoing 
outreaches. For Bread for the Journey, they will deco-
rate and fill approximately 60 lunch bags for the home-
less.  The bags will be delivered to Clifton Ministries, 
Journey, or to those homeless on the street.  MPC 
Shepherd Shirley Adair (shirleytennis@yahoo.com) 
invites your small group to consider this project this 
year including delivering them to street homeless or to 
shelters.  The children will also prepare non-perishable 
meals for the Brown Bag program of Cure Childhood 
Cancer.  They decorate the bags with messages of hope 
and assemble meals for the families of those being 
served by Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta once a 
quarter.  Contact Shepherd Robin Hackney 
(robinotte@hotmail.com) with any questions. 

• Wear your SOS t-shirt to church on Sunday, even if 
you’re not able to help this weekend—show your sup-
port for this church-wide effort.  And bring your cal-
endar with you downstairs to fellowship after the ser-
vice.  We’ll have opportunities to sign up for Lenten 
service projects.  

• We’ve served with Our House, a preschool in Decatur 
for children facing homelessness, for many years.  
They have a new partner: Genesis Shelter for families 
with infants. On Sunday evening, volunteer to prepare 
the meal, serve and clean up from 3:30-6:30 p.m.  
This opportunity welcomes  families with fourth grade 
and older children and youth.  Contact MPC Shepherd 
Becky Schreiber (becky.schreiber@gmail.com)  for 
information and/or SOS event coordinator Tara Par-
rish (taraparrish@bellsouth.net) to sign up. 
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Season of Service - Chapter Three! 
Monday, Jan. 19: 
• On Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Morningside will send a 

group of children and their families to Calvin 
Court senior facility in Buckhead.  In addition to visit-
ing with the residents, we plan on leading Bingo (we in-
vite each family to bring five $1-$2 prizes) and singing 
songs. We always find our visits to be enjoyable both for 
the residents and for us. (When our Mission Campers 
learned the Calvin Court Bingo wheel was broken this 
summer, the children used their fall offering to purchase a 
new one.) Sign up at church and contact MPC Shepherd 
Ian Irwin with any questions (ianmirwin @yahoo.com). 
This is an excellent outreach for younger children, but all 
attendees must be accompanied by adults. Meet at the 
church with a sack lunch at noon to practice songs and 
then go to Calvin Court to lead Bingo and share songs 
from 1:30-3 p.m. 

And Going Forward This Winter: 
• Do you long for a Georgia that takes better care of its most vul-

nerable citizens? Could the Capitol use a faithful voice ad-
vocating for the needs of all Georgians? Are you ready to 
be part of a powerful, faithful movement for change? On 
Thursday, Jan. 22, come to the Legislative Kick-
off—an inspirational, educational free event hosted by 
Central Outreach & Advocacy Center and Presbyterians 
for a Better Georgia, along with their experienced lobby-
ist, Elizabeth Appley (who will speak at MPC      Jan. 18. 
See Page 5). At this event, legislators will offer a roadmap 
for the upcoming legislative session, advocates will share 
how you can make a difference with legislators, and ex-
perts will explain our top policy priorities: 
1. Stopping the commercial sexual exploitation of young 
girls and boys 
2. Reducing gun violence 
3. Supporting and restoring to our communities those expe-
riencing homelessness 
4. Ending food stamp ban for those with drug convictions. 
The kickoff, from 6-8:30 p.m.at Central Presbyterian, 
includes dinner (donation suggested). Parking is free but 
RSVP for the meal. Reach Sharon Damelio (sdameli 
@centraloac.org) with questions. Or contact MPC Advo-
cacy Chair Amy Jensen  (ajensen731@gmail.com) for 
information about getting involved with Presbyterians for 
a Better Georgia. 

• On Saturday, Jan. 24, at 5:45 p.m. our Young Adults will 
prepare and serve the supper at Clifton Sanctuary 
Ministries. Contact MPC Young Adults Outreach Shep-
herd Katye Watts (katyemae@gmail.com) to receive 
communications about outreach projects each month. 

The Young Adults have previously served at Journey, 
Clifton, ACFB Product Resource Center and Community 
Gardens, Nicholas House, Mercy Community Church and 
Habitat and will participate in three Habitat Saturdays in 
March (14, led by Brad Strickland; 21, led by Peter Tuuk; 
and 28, lead by Alex Page). We serve dinner at Clifton 
the fourth Saturday of odd-numbered months. Meal ser-
vice usually lasts 30 minutes to an hour, leaving time to 
get to know the men we are helping. Your contact is Da-
vid Johnston (dmjohnst@gmail.com).  

• Souper Bowl Offering Feb. 1 wraps up a month of do-
nations of food for the ICM Food Pantry spearheaded by 
the MPC Youth. The nationwide offering on Super Bowl 
Sunday brings attention to those facing hunger. Whatever 
is collected goes to ICM. Pause by a youth with a soup pot 
as you exit worship on Feb. 1 to give your cash donation. 

• Our two-week collection of kids’ new pajamas, socks and 
underwear begins Feb. 8 and ends with our Shrove Tues-
day Pancake Supper Feb. 17. These donations go to 
Threads, an outreach of All Saints Episcopal which pro-
vides a dignified way for those in need to “shop” for gently 
used clothes for their children.  Each child gets a week’s 
worth of pajamas, socks and underwear.  

• Each Lent, MPC joins with six other churches to build a 
Habitat for Humanity home. This year, our build be-
gins on Saturday, February 28, continuing on March 14, 
21, 28 and April 11 and 18, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. each day. Sign 
ups for this Lenten Outreach will be available during Sea-
son of Service. The Young Adults will participate on three 
Saturdays in March, but anyone is welcome! We also   
will provide lunch for 50 volunteers on one of the Satur-
days. Lynsley Tyler lynsley@bellsouth.net can answer 
questions.  

• The Morningside Presbyterian 2015 Lenten Mission 
Trip will take place March 4-8.  We will travel to New 
Orleans on Wednesday, work for three days and return 
on Sunday, after the early service at St. Charles Presby-
terian Church (SCAPC) in New Orleans. We will work 
with Rebuilding Hope in New Orleans (RHINO), an out-
reach ministry of SCAPC. There is a place for everyone 
on the RHINO worksites. As an example, on our Spring 
2014 Mission Trip, we painted interior walls of a health 
clinic, worked on Habitat for Humanity job sites, and 
partnered with 200 college students to clean up public 
areas in New Orleans' Ninth Ward. Cost is $265 due by 
Feb. 1 to MPC.  Contact MPC Shepherd Roland Behm at 
roland.behm@gmail.com or 404.217.5514 with any 
questions. 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  

 
 

 

  1 
MPP & Church 
Office Closed in 
Observance of 
New Year’s Day 

2 
MPP Christmas 
Break 

 

3 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 
 

4    
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment Classes 
11 a.m. Worship with 
Communion and Baptism 
12 noon Fellowship 
 

5 
9 a.m. MPP Workday 
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society 
 

6 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga  
1 p.m. Playball; 
Mini-Monets 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Theology on 
Tap 
7:30 p.m. Scout 
Troop 455;  MLPA 
Zoning 
 

7 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:15 a.m. MPP 
Prospective Parent 
Tour 
1 p.m. MusicCanopy; 
Bricks4Kidz 
4:15 p.m. Treble 
Choir 
5 p.m. Cherub Choir 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

 
 

8 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Weights to 
the Oldies 
12:30 p.m. Poetry 
Discussion 
1 p.m. Playball 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

9 
8:15 a.m. MPP Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. KidzTennis 
7 p.m. Couples Group 

 
 
 

10 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment Classes; Confirma-
tion Class 
11 a.m. Worship/ Officer 
Ordination and Installation  
12 noon Fellowship 
12:15 p.m. Deacons 
12:30 Young Adult 
Brunch 
5-7 p.m. Youth Group 
6 p.m. Journey (Theology 
on Tap provides meal) 

12 
8:15 a.m. MPP Crea-
tive Movement 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:30 a.m. MPP Crea-
tive Movement 
1 p.m. MPP Ballet/ 
Tap 
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society 
7:30 p.m. MLPA 
 

13 
9 a.m. MPP  
11 a.m. Yoga 
12 noon Playball; 
Mini-Monets 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Preschool 
Committee 
7:30 Scout Troop 455 

14 
9 a.m. MPP 
12 noon One Gray 
Hair Luncheon 
1 p.m. MusicCanopy; 
Bricks4Kidz 
4:15 p.m. Treble 
Choir 
5 p.m. Cherub Choir 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 
 
 

15 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Weights to 
the Oldies 
12:30 p.m. Thursday 
Theology 
1 p.m. Playball 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 
 
 
 

16 
8:15 a.m. MPP Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. KidzTennis 
 

 
 

17 
Youth serve breakfast at 
Intown Collaborative Minis-
tries 
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Decatur 
Seniors Workday (minor 
repairs and yard work) 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 
 

18 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment Classes; Confirma-
tion Class; Children in 
Mission 
11 a.m. Worship (Wear 
Season of Service T-shirts) 
12 noon Fellowship 
12:30 p.m. RHO Readers 
3-6 p.m. Genesis Shelter 
5-7 p.m. Youth Group 

19 
MPP & Church 
Office Closed in 
observance of 
MLK  
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Decatur Seniors Work-
day (minor repairs and 
yard work) 
1:30-3 p.m. Bingo at 
Calvin Court 
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society 

20 
9 a.m. MPP  
11 a.m. Yoga 
12 noon Playball; 
Mini-Monets 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Session 
7:30 Scout Troop 455 
 

21 
7 a.m. Men’s Break-
fast 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MusicCanopy; 
Bricks4Kidz 
4:15 p.m. Treble 
Choir 
5 p.m. Cherub Choir 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

22 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Weights to 
the Oldies 
1 p.m. Playball 
6-8:30 p.m. Presby-
terians for a Better 
Georgia Legislative 
Kickoff 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

23 
8:15 a.m. MPP Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. KidzTennis 

24 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 
4 p.m. Organ Recital 
5:30 p.m. Clifton Sanctuary 
Ministries (Young Adults 
provide meal) 
 

 25 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment Classes; Confirma-
tion Class 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon Fellowship 
5-7 p.m. Youth Group 
 

26 
8:15 a.m. MPP Crea-
tive Movement 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:30 a.m. MPP Crea-
tive Movement 
1 p.m. MPP Ballet/ 
Tap 
6:30 p.m. Women’s 
Roundtable 
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society; Parliamentari-
ans 

27 
9 a.m. MPP  
11 a.m. Yoga 
12 noon Playball; 
Mini-Monets 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7:30 p.m. Scout 
Troop 455 
 

28 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MusicCanopy; 
Bricks4Kidz 
4:15 p.m. Treble 
Choir 
5 p.m. Cherub Choir 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

 
 

29 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Weights to 
the Oldies 
1 p.m. Playball 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

30 
8:15 a.m. MPP Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. KidzTennis 

31 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 
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Volunteering at SIS 

Volunteering at SIS 

ICM Food Collection 

ICM Food Collection 

ICM Food Collection 

ICM Food Collection 

ICM Food Collection 



 

 

January  
Birthdays 
 

2 James Klotz 
3 Jack McNeill 
4 Kim Perez 
4 Meghan Keller 
4 Jack Klotz 
5 Ellen Behm 
6 Suzanne Walker 
8 Lynn Young 

8 Katrina Weis 
9 Ashley Hoffman 
10 Gregory Dorsey 
10 Shari Tant 
10 Betsy Holland 
11 Amelia Smith 
12 Jane Stack 
12 John Watson 
12 Monirah Womack 
12 Julie Schoen 
12 Carolyn Morton 

14 Lynn Daniel 
14 Michael Lampe 
15 Jim McKelvey 
17 Kate Scribner 
17 Heather Scribner 
18 Vanessa Ryan 
19 Tish Woolley 
20 Jeanne McCarthy 
21 Jonathan Sharpe 
21 Dale Glendening 
24 Jennifer Wise 

26 Brad Millard 
28 Melanie Davidson 
28 Tim Gargis 
29 Suzanne Macpherson 
29 Ashley Myers 
29 Emma Gay 
29 Emily Healy 

February Opens with Friendly Lunch; Remember to RSVP 
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Our quarterly congregational lunches are always fun, 
friendly and filling.  The next installment will be Sunday, 
Feb. 1, in Fellowship Hall after worship.  Make a resolu-
tion to sit down and chat with your fellow Morningsiders 
every opportunity in 2015.   
 

In fact, make two resolutions!  One to show up for our 
lunches, and the other to respond to EVERY invitation this 
year.  Come on, we’ve all had the experience of inviting 

people and then being unsure whether they’re going to 
show up or not.  Don’t be one of those!  For Morningside’s 
purposes, we always have enough food for you to invite 
friends or pew neighbors to stick around and join us down-
stairs.  But we appreciate having a general headcount so 
that we don’t over-order and waste food and finances.  You 
can RSVP by using the card in the worship bulletin or by 
calling or emailing the church office by Monday, Jan. 26. 

Groups for Men, Women, Both, Invite Participation 
The Men of Morningside have evening and morning get-
togethers for friendship and study.  Theology on Tap 
meets Tuesday, Jan. 6, at 7 p.m. for dinner and explora-
tion of the phrase from the Apostles’ Creed “The third 
day, he arose again from the dead, ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the father almighty…”  
Baron leads the ongoing discussion of the creed we say 
most Sundays.  He’ll cover what it means to affirm that 
Jesus rose from the dead.  What does it mean for our lives 
that we worship a risen Lord?  What do all those other 
phrases mean? 
 

Richard Brownlee will host Theology on Tap at the home 
of Ken and Pam Sharpe (1700 Timberland Road, 30345).  
RSVP to the church office. 
 

Wednesday, Jan. 21, early risers meet for the Men’s 
Breakfast in Fellowship Hall. Fed physically, socially and 

spiritually, everyone’s able to leave in time to get to work.  
Your contact for RSVPs and information is Allen Burke 
(allen_n_burke@hotmail.com). 
 

Don’t let post-holiday blues get you down. Check our 
weekly email, Life@ bulletin and website 
(www.morningsiepc.org) for other group meetings, in-
cluding LGBT & Friends, Couples Group, Lydia Circle, 
One Gray Hair, Young Adults and Women’s Roundtable. 
Or contact Small Group Coordinator Jeff Peters 
(jeffcpeters@gmail.com) about starting up an affinity, so-
cial or study group in the New Year.  And don’t forget the 
poetry and theology discussions in Baron’s office at     
12:30 p.m. respectively on the second and third Thursdays 
of the month. 

Book Lovers Choose Me Before You 
Does the title mean, “Me first” or “Look at me standing here”?  Or both?  Our open, eclectic bunch of book lovers will dis-
cuss JoJo Moyes’ popular novel, Me Before You,  Sunday, Jan.18, at 12:30 p.m. in the Session Room. 
 

RHO Readers welcome all comers for their lively conversations the third Sunday of the month.  There’s no commitment 
except to show up—and maybe have read the book, chosen by a member.  For answers, contact Daisy Ottmann 
(dazette@bellsouth.net).  



 

 

Your Session at Work:  December 15 Meeting 
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(Find a complete list of our church officers and staff at http://
www.morningsidepc.org/leaders.  Session minutes, once ap-
proved, are on file and available for review in the church office.) 
 
• Session’s December meeting is always special.  First, 

it starts with a meal in Fellowship Hall, outstandingly 
prepared for the past four years by Philip Haw-
kins.  Second, it’s the annual joint meeting with the 
Deacons, where Session receives the Diaconate’s an-
nual report.  And, the main Item of the Day is to hear 
the faith journey stories of the elders- and deacons-
elect, an occasion for smiles, tears and confirmatory 
nods as we learn about common experiences and 
thoughts we share.  Session then votes to install these 
candidates and says farewell to those leaving office. 
 See the story below for more information. 

 
• Laura Fillyaw thanks everyone for the outstanding 

Christmas Pageant, Chili Supper and Carol Sing. Ian 
Irwin won the vote for ‘best chili’.  A new class, 
“Parenting the Love and Logic Way”, is being offered 
Jan. 22. Jan. 7 is the registration deadline - contact 
Children’s Education Chair Liz Sommerfeld 
(elizabethsommerfeld@gmail.com). 

 
• For the preschool, Melinda Sandkam noted that 

this was MPP’s most successful Fun-raiser and book 
fair to date.  She pointed out that the church as a 
whole benefits from facilities improvements arranged 

and paid for by our preschool. 
 
• Jack Klotz was pleased to announce that almost 

every one of our 15 outreach partners is involved 
with our Season of Service programs. 

 

• For Evangelism, Leslie Prince said in addition to 
our usual activities, we gave 10 college students 
greatly appreciated “care packages” to encourage 
them through finals. 

 
• Outgoing (in every sense!) Evangelism Co-chair 

Leslie Prince told Session that she was encouraged 
by the number of visitors who attend our Christmas 
Pageant.  It’s everyone’s mission to greet and wel-
come visitors and not only introduce ourselves, but 
also wear our nametags before, during and after wor-
ship. 

 
• While we anticipate end-of-year pledge fulfillment 

and 2015 pledges to continue trickling in, our church 
is still behind in reaching our goals.  Budget cut-
backs, if required, will be made early in January and 
the final budget presented to the congregation at our 
annual meeting. 
 
   Daisy Ottmann 
   Clerk of Session 

 

 
 
 

MPC’s New Officers to Be Installed Jan. 11 
January meetings of Session and the Diaconate will welcome new members for their three-year terms of service after 
they are ordained and installed during worship Sunday, Jan. 11.  Our Elder Class of 2017 includes Ellen Brown 
Landers, Kim Nuckols, Susan Oder, Jeff Peters, Peter Tuuk and Alex Watts.  Philip Hawkins, Cindy Humphries, Sanda 
Means and Katrina Weis make up the Deacon Class of 2017, plus Sarah Brownlee will fill an opening in the Class of 
2016. 
 

Elders leaving Session this year are Sue Ballay, Peter Cobb, Jennye Guy, Leslie Prince and Caroline Tanner.  Deacons 
who completed their terms are Shirley Adair, Curt Barrett, Faye McKay-Clegg and Ken Sharpe.  Baron thanked these 
officers for their diligent service during the December joint Session-Diaconate meeting. 
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1411 N. Morningside Dr., NE 

Atlanta, Georgia 30306 

telephone 404.876.7396; fax 404.876.2494 

www.morningsidepc.org 

Morningside Recital Will Show Off Organists, Instrument 

A free recital in our Sanctuary Saturday, Jan. 24, at         
4 p.m. will present not only our Organist/Choirmaster 
Mason Copeland in concert, but also a fellow graduate of 
the Jacobs School of Music at Indiana University, Joshua 
C. Bullock. Everyone is invited to come revel in the mu-
sic. 
 

Both are members of the American 
Guild of Organists and hold recent 
master’s degrees in organ perfor-
mance from the Jacobs School. Mason 
and Josh promise to give full range to 
our Wickes-Coulter pipe organ. 
 

A native of Anniston AL, Josh received a Bachelor of Mu-
sic in organ performance from Samford University in Bir-
mingham. While there, he served as music associate at 
Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church, one of the nation’s largest 
Episcopal Churches.   

 

Josh currently serves as director of 
music at the Episcopal Church of the 
Holy Spirit in Alabaster AL. He is 
also currently pursuing the Doctor of 
Musical Arts (DMA) degree at the 
University of Alabama. 
 

Season of Service Spills Over into Classroom 
Throughout the month, our adult Faith Development cur-
riculum will explore God’s mission throughout the world 
and in our community.  Each topic in Room 201 Sundays 
at 9:45 a.m. stands-alone and everyone is invited to at-
tend all four or any of particular interest. 
 

Our Associate Pastor Drew Stockstill will open the series 
Jan. 4 with a report on his recent visit to Ethiopia, along 
with other young church leaders.  Drew has worked and 
studied in Kenya and can describe his impressions of both 
African nations.  
 

On Jan. 11, our guest speakers will be Gad Mpoyo, min-
ister of Shalom Church in Clarkston, which draws from 
the large and diverse immigrant population in that com-
munity, and Stephen Sparkman, a senior at Candler 
School of Theology. The SOS listing on Page 5 describes 

the topics to be covered by social-justice advocate Eliza-
beth Appley on Jan. 18. 
 
The wind-up Jan. 25 will be a discussion facilitated by 
Peter Cobb and Peter Tuuk, “What Is the Church’s Mis-
sion in the World?”  Expect thought-provoking insights 
from the leaders as well as our informed and questioning 
attendees. 
 

Throughout February, our “Two Peters” will revisit the 
meaning and purpose of confessions developed in the Re-
formed faith tradition over the centuries.   
 
On Feb. 22, the group will welcome a guest from Co-
lumbia Theological Seminary to describe the Belhar Con-
fession, written by the South African Reformed Church.  


