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July 2014 
Worship at Morningside 

 
July 6, 2014 

Landon Dillard preaching 
“Whose Yoke Are You Wearing?” 

Texts: Psalm 145:8-14; Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
The sacrament of communion will be celebrated. 

 
 

July 13, 2014 
James Klotz preaching 

“Birthright” 
Texts: Psalm 133; Genesis 25:19-34 

 
 

July 20, 2014 
Congregational Hymn Sing Sunday 

 
 

July 27, 2014 
Baron Mullis preaching 

“You Can’t Hide Your Lyin’ Eyes” 
Texts: Genesis 29:15-28; Psalm 119:129-136 
The sacrament of baptism will be celebrated. 
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Dear sisters and brothers, 
 

If we are Facebook friends or you 
follow me on Twitter you have 
probably noticed an onslaught of 
stories on gun violence ricocheting 
through your newsfeed on a daily 
basis. During the Georgia General 
Assembly, Baron and I and hun-
dreds of other Georgia clergy stood 
against legislation that would have 

required us to allow guns in our places of worship. In the process 
I realized there is much I have to learn about the actual nature of 
gun violence in our state. 
 

I grew up in south Georgia where hunting is popular and even 
though I did not hunt, I did enjoy shooting (clay) skeet. Many of 
my friends and family own guns. Also, I, as many of you, have 
personal connections to victims of gun violence. Still, I felt I 
needed to become more mindful of how guns are truly experi-
enced in our communities so I made a personal commitment to 
read every story of gun violence in Georgia for a month, post the 
story on Facebook with the #gunseverywhere and tweet the story 
to Governor Deal and candidate Jason Carter.  
 

I have shared more than 35 stories of gun violence in Georgia in 
the past month and I didn’t catch every story. I posted these tragic 
stories without comment. Most of them involve people in anger 
or fear or aggression or ignorance or accidentally firing guns—
and wounding and killing. Two or three times a day I would 
check news sources hoping to come up empty-handed, but not a 
day passed in three weeks without at least one story of gun vio-
lence. The stories are unsettling and terribly sad. I began to notice 
the human lives laid bare in these headlines: husbands and wives, 
brothers, sisters, police officers, children. The scenarios ranged 
from intoxicated diners killing a police officer, to quarreling lov-
ers, to stray bullets buzzing through a birthday party, to a man 
leaving a park after Father’s Day celebrations.  
 

What I also noticed is how far removed these stories felt from the 
fraught political debates swirling out from within the gun culture, 
debates about Second Amendment Rights and gun lobbies and 
liberty. Those debates often deal in adrenaline, fear, anger and 
hysteria fueling hypothetical scenarios; these actual stories are 
complex, gritty, overwhelming and ultimately forgettable, 
pushed down the newsfeed by the next day’s headlines of further 
violence, forgettable except to those whose lives changed forever.  
 

How are we to respond to this amount of gun violence around us? 
Do we let fear become our foundation, arming ourselves against 
hypothetical threats, using these stories as justification for viewing 
the ‘other’ (our neighbors, as the Bible calls them) as potential 
threats to our safety? I have faith that we can live together in this 
country in a way that does not build upon fear. Fear and anxiety 
may be motivating forces behind many systems – economic, po-

litical, religious, even familial – but hope, not fear, is the mo-
tivating force breathing life in the Bible. Hopeful, not fearful, 
should be the primary posture of the Christian.   
 

The responses I’ve received in the past month have been var-
ied but I am grateful for all of them because they show the 
power of these overwhelming stories to speak a truth that 
stirs us. Mostly, I have heard of the power the stories have 
when posted one after the other each day. Sure, some folks 
have “unfriended” or stopped following me. One man, in an-
ger, asked me to remove him from my distribution list.  I 
didn’t. (He’ll have to “unfriend” me.) But mainly I have had 
fruitful conversations with gun enthusiasts who, after being 
moved by these stories, reasoned that surely our state could 
enact more responsible gun laws that require licenses, back-
ground checks and extensive training for every Georgia gun 
owner. I’ve also had conversations with MPC members and 
friends with personal connections to some of the stories. Gun 
violence is not abstract. It is close to home. In November of 
2012 a young man named Lee was shot and killed while wait-
ing to be let into an apartment complex on Ponce. As an in-
fant Lee had water sprinkled on his head in the baptismal font 
that sits in front of our church. People who sat in the pews 
where you sit on Sundays made a promise to nurture and care 
for him.  
 

I invite you to scan my Facebook wall and take in the stories. 
They reflect one month of gun violence in Georgia alone, a 
state that beginning July 1 has some of the most irresponsible 
gun legislation in the world. Yet, faced with the reality that 
Georgia’s gun laws are dangerous and having before us the 
names and stories of almost every Georgian who had a bullet 
tear through his or her flesh, we cannot let fear overcome us. 
It is fear that creates the anger, aggression and anxiety that 
motivated the violence in these stories. It would be an injus-
tice to all those names and stories we now carry to participate 
in that which hurt or killed them.  
 

As disciples of the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ, we live in 
hope for not fear of our neighbors. Jesus called his followers 
to pray for not arm themselves against their enemies. As 
Christians we are invited to reject the fear and anger that 
dominate so many aspects of our lives and open ourselves to 
the grace and peace that comes from the truth that in body 
and soul and in life and in death, we belong, not to ourselves, 
but to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
  

I’d love to hear what you think of these stories and I’d love to 
hear where you find hope conquering fear in your life. Post it 
on your Facebook page or tweet it. I’d love to spend the 
month of July flooding my feed with stories of HOPE.  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Drew 
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Morningside Milestones 

 

• We welcomed three new members in June—be on the lookout and introduce yourself to Julie Schoen, Sandra Ward 
and Jackie Wardlaw, meanwhile Carolyn and Peter Cobb welcomed their new grandbabies:  twins Harper and Nate 
Clarson. 

• Wedding time is here for some of our staff.  Chris Peters wed Lauren Van Wicklen at a June 20 ceremony along the 
Chattahoochee in Roswell.  And Liz Smith and Mason Copeland will be traveling to Denver mid-month for their mar-
riage.  We pray love and joy for these couples their whole lives through. 

• Congratulations to Deacon Anthony Owens, who is joining the board of Intown Collaborative Ministries (ICM), one of 
our continuing service partners. And to James Klotz who has been accepted as a candidate for ministry by a Presbytery 
committee; now the whole Presbytery of Greater Atlanta will vote to confirm his candidacy in August. 

• Did you know that returning students get preference in enrollment the next year at Morningside Presbyterian Pre-
school?  MPP Director Sarah Tomaka points out there are still some openings in the toddler classes.  We’re just 
sayin’….it’s one more benefit MPP offers! 

Our Younger Morningsiders Travel for Summer Service, Study, Fun 

Our kids from preschool through high school are in the 
midst of a wide range of learning, playing, serving and 
fun experiences this summer.  Check out our photo 
spread from “All Aboard the Ark” Vacation Bible School 
on   Page 6.  
 

On Saturday, July 12, seven of our youth accompanied by 
Youth Director Chris Peters and Assistant Director 
Landon Dillard will leave for Mobile, AL for a weeklong 
service trip. They will be participating in Government 
Street Presbyterian Church’s urban mission camp and 
throughout the week will be working with a wide variety 
of urban ministries in downtown Mobile and the sur-
rounding Gulf Coast.  
 

Funds for this trip were raised from last year’s BOGO 
silent auction, this year’s stock sales and other donations 
for which the youth are grateful. On Aug. 24 they’ll 
share with the congregation their experiences in Ala-
bama.  Participating are Zoe Bach, Lauren Fairleigh, Lucy 
Grant, Elizabeth and Kate Jern, Cade Lawson and Taylor 
Morton.  
 

Meanwhile, Joseph Cochran and Taylor Morton are back 
from the High School Montreat Youth Conference in 
June.  Rumor is that they had a blast while also hearing a 
great keynote speaker and a great preacher talk about be-
ing rooted in faith and God.  Through small groups they 
were able to spend more time with youth from around 

the country talking about being rooted in faith and asking 
and answering questions to help them grow in their faith.  
They also had free time to spend with new friends and 
time to explore Montreat and hiked Lookout Mountain.  
 

Our younger kids and youth turn their attention this 
month to the “It’s NOT All About Me” Mission Camps.  
Our Program Director has a good kind of problem with 
this popular summer week:  the youth who’ve grown up 
going to Mission Camp don’t want to give it up!  So this 
year for the first time, the camp runs on two tracks, one 
for elementary ages and one for youth.  We have 17 sign-
ups for each camp, which both run July 21-25. 
 

If you’ve been in church this summer, you’ve seen the 
continual pleas for driver/volunteer chaperones to get all 
these young people to and from their off-site outreach 
projects.  Volunteers must have completed certain child-
protection certification, so let Melinda know immediately 
if you can help. 
 

Another way to support these kids is to get your car 
washed Tuesday, July 22, from 9 to 10:30 a.m. Dona-
tions will go to the Atlanta Humane Society. Our young-
sters are too young for some outreach activities, but can 
support partners such as the Humane Society by raising 
funds at the car wash. Many thanks for donated plastic 
bags and newspapers, we have more than we can store at 
present, so we will not be collecting more this summer. 
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You Can Help Six Star Welcome New Refugee Family with Furniture, Set-up 
Six Star Refugee Partnership will receive a new family 
this summer, probably this month.  We don’t know yet 
where they will be coming from or the makeup of the 
family.  We do know that we will need to stock a new 
apartment to welcome the family.   
 

If you have furniture you want to part with, we can 
probably use it. Needs include things like twin, double or 
queen bed frames (we are required by law to buy new 

mattresses), sofa, chairs, lamps, end tables, bedroom fur-
niture, etc. 
 

We could also use volunteers to help with furniture mov-
ing and to set up the apartment just prior to arrival.  That 
job is really fun.   
 

If you have any furniture to donate, or are interested in 
helping, please contact Holly Campbell 
(hollycampbell1@gmail.com or 404.435.0676).   

Shelters Still Need Meals; Mission Campers to Prepare ‘Welcome Home’ Baskets 

A collection is under way now through July 13 for sup-
plies for ‘Welcome Home’ baskets to help formerly 
homeless men settle in to their own living spaces.  
There are suggestions on the board in the Welcome 
Center, but think practical items such as cleaning and 
bathroom supplies and kitchen gadgets, alarm clocks, 
dish towels and the like.  Assembling the baskets has 
become a regular part of our “It’s NOT All About Me” 
Mission Camp. 

July 13 is our regular turn to supply dinner for the 30  
men at Journey.  Check the 
Mission board to see what’s 
needed this month or be in 
touch with Tamara Nix  
tamaranix@alumni.duke.edu). 

July Birthdays 
1 David Terry 
1 Becky Haskins 
1 Matthew Caudill 
1 Cindy Humphries 
1 Will Grant 
2 Charles Woolley 
3 Michelle Mashburn 
3 Allison Lee 
4 Will Herndon 
4 Meg Samuels 
4 Lisa Ladds 
6 Mary Hardy Holaway 
6 Lee Anne Sapp 

7 Mac Barnette 
7 Luke Santy 
7 Gaspari Pellerito 
9 Marshall Hunter 
10 Richard Finn 
10 Caroline Bell 
11 Roland Behm 
12 Susan Oder 
12 Tom Oder 
13 Michael Siedschlag 
13 Christine Butz 
13 Blair Myers 
13 Anderson Kimball 
15 Ellen Brown Landers 
16 Anna Bradway 

16 Isabella Sudduth 
17 Casey Durden 
17 Mark Cochran 
18 Sophie Ryan 
20 Collier Maxwell 
21 Annie Moon Davis 
21 Jeb Davis 
23 Diana Cochran 
23 Joseph Green 
24 Doug Scribner 
25 Anthony Owens 
25 Katherine Johnston 
25 Mark Johnson 
25 Laura Fillyaw 
25 Taylor Morton 

26 Bill Bell 
26 Nick Bremer 
27 Cameron McIntosh 
28 Whitney Stevens 
28 Kimberly Nuckols 
28 Elizabeth Fairleigh 
29 Meghan Pauls 
30 Bridget Johns 
30 David Batchelor 
30 Leigh Gobbel 
31 Emilee Terry 
31 Nathan Burgess 
31 Amy Jensen  

July’s the Time to Open Your Mouth and… 
 

• Engage with a small but lively group of members hashing out theological terms with Baron in his office on Thurs-
day, July 24.  The time has been changed from noon to 12:30 but you’re still welcome to bring a lunch. 

• Sing during worship on Sunday, July 20, as you pick your favorite hymn tunes for Hymn Sing Sunday. There’ll also 
be special handbell and cello music. Mac Frampton will be playing the Prelude, as well as collaborating with the 
Chancel Choir for our Hymn Sing Sunday. Please join us as we lift up our voice in song.  

• Chat after worship in the Session Room at 12:30 p.m. as the RHO Readers talk about B.A. Shapiro’s novel The Art 
Forger.  Who created the modern masterpiece—the artist of renown or his student/lover who makes her living 
painting reproductions of famous works? 

• Chew along with church friends and neighbors as a variety of food trucks come back to our campus from 5-8 p.m. 
Thursday, July 24.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

1 
9 a.m. MPP Summer 
Camp 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir; MLPA Zoning 
 

2 
9 a.m. MPP Summer 
Camp 
 

3 
9 a.m. MPP Summer 
Camp 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Group 
7:30 p.m. MLPA 
Public Safety 

 
 

4 
Church Office 
and MPP closed 
in observance of 
Independence 
Day 

 
 
 

 

5 
9 a.m. AA Meeting 
 

6 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Church School 
11 a.m. Worship with 
Communion 
12 noon Fellowship 
 

 

7 
9 a.m. MPP Summer 
Camp 
7 p.m. Mandolin Soci-
ety 
 

8 
9 a.m. MPP Summer 
Camp 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
 

9 
9 a.m. MPP Summer 
Camp 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

 
 

10 
9 a.m. MPP Summer 
Camp 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Group 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

11 
9 a.m. MPP Summer 
Camp 

 
 
 

12 
9 a.m. AA Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Youth Mobile Mission 
Trip 

13 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Church School 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon Fellowship 
4 p.m. Pam Sharpe Recital 
followed by reception 
6 p.m. Journey 

14 
9 a.m. MPP Summer 
Camp 
7 p.m. Mandolin Soci-
ety 
7:30 p.m. MLPA 
 

15 
9 a.m. MPP Summer 
Camp 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
 

16 
7 a.m. Men’s Break-
fast 
9 a.m. MPP Summer 
Camp 
 

 
 
 

17 
9 a.m. MPP Summer 
Camp 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
12:30 p.m. 3rd 
Thursday Theology  
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Group 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir  

18 
9 a.m. MPP Summer 
Camp 
 
 

 
 

19 
9 a.m. AA Meeting 
 

20 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Church School 
11 a.m. Worship with 
Hymn Sing 
12 noon Fellowship 
12:30 p.m. RHO Readers 
 

 
 
 

21 
9 a.m. MPP Summer 
Camp 
7 p.m. Mandolin Soci-
ety 

22 
9 a.m. MPP Summer 
Camp 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
 

23 
9 a.m. MPP Summer 
Camp 
12 noon ICM Board 
Meeting 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

24 
9 a.m. MPP Summer 
Camp 
5 p.m. Food Trucks 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Group 
 

25 
9 a.m. MPP Summer 
Camp 

 
 

26 
9 a.m. AA Meeting 
5:30 p.m. Clifton Sanctuary 
Ministries 
 

 27 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Church School 
11 a.m. Worship with 
Baptism 
12 noon Fellowship 
 

 
 
 

28 
9 a.m. MPP Summer 
Camp 
7 p.m. Mandolin Soci-
ety; Parliamentarians 

 
 

29 
9 a.m. MPP Summer 
Camp 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 

30 
9 a.m. MPP Summer 
Camp 

31 
9 a.m. MPP Summer 
Camp 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Group 
 

  

 

July 2014 

Youth Mobile Mission Trip 

Mission Camp 



 

 

 

 

   Noah’s Ark Finds Permanent Anchorage in Fellowship Hall 
Page  6 

“We cannot make the week happen without every bit of support and I am so grateful to every item donated or loaned, skill shared, time given 
and energy dedicated to bringing the Bible stories to life for the children in our community. I also want to share that the VBS offering was given 
to the Heifer International program raising enough money for two flocks of chickens, two goats, a llama, and a herd of rabbits.”  - Melinda 

Huge special thank-yous to Landon Dillard, Sally Horne, Liz 

Smith,  Sydney Kroner, 
Robin Hackney, Carolyn 
Morton, Linda Johnson, 
Hillery McNeil, Curt Bar-
rett, Lynsley Tyler, Nancy 
Hamilton, Suzanne Lee, 
Daisy Ottmann, Herb 
“Our Noah” Grodemange, 
Julie Brow, Lloyd Prince, 
Peter Tuuk and a whole 

herd and flock of others too numerous to mention but 
well appreciated.  



 

 

Your Session at Work:  June 16 Meeting 

                                                      Session News Page 7 

(Find a complete list of our church officers and staff at http://
www.morningsidepc.org/leaders.  Session minutes, once ap-
proved, are on file and available for review in the church office.) 

• “All Aboard the Ark” Vacation Bible School kicked off 
the morning of our Session meeting with 57 children 
attending, the ninth VBS “produced and directed” by 
Melinda Sandkam.  See Page 3 for more about 
summer plans for our youth and children. 

• Children, Youth and Families Ministries Leader 
Laura Fillyaw announced that Liz Sommerfeld 
will be Childen’s Education chair, Kim Nuckols and 
Kelly Garrison will come on board as preschool 
and infant list shepherds respectively, and all the 
other children’s division shepherds will move up a 
year as their youngest children ‘graduate’ to new 
classes in the fall.  She’s still looking for volunteer 
advisors for Middle School Youth and High School 
Youth. 

• For Facilities, Duncan Spears shared the news that 
Victor Carballosa, our sexton, will become a full-
time employee.  Human Resources Chair Rob 
Payne explained that this move was planned in our 
2014 budget and would be partially covered by no 
longer needing to contract with an outside cleaning 
company.  Beth Baer will replace Mary Chap-
man, who has moved out of Atlanta, as Landscape 
and Grounds chair and is recruiting helpers for that 
mission. 

• The budget report presented by Caroline Tanner 
and Will Barnette shows our offering income run-
ning about $21,000 behind year-to-date.  This has 
affected our bank balance and cash flow.  Seasonal 
dips in income are usual in summer—but arranging 
for your pledge to be paid automatically through our 
website not only keeps your pledge current but helps 
us manage our day-to-day expenses (which don’t take 
a vacation!). 

• Caroline also said that Bill Southwood is looking 
for a small number of volunteers with accounting 
experience to form an ad hoc committee to audit our 
books before the end of the year.  Good stewardship 
being one of our core beliefs, this would be an im-
portant service to our church community. 

• Speaking for the Officer Nomination Committee, 
Caroline told Session that Jeff Peters, director of 
our handbell choir and formerly a deacon, had agreed 
to stand for election to finish out Bonnie 
Daneker’s term on Session.  Session voted to call a 
congregational meeting for June 29 for this election 
as well as to approve our new church bylaws. 

   Daisy Ottmann  
   Clerk of Session 

Prayer Concerns 

Members of our community have asked for individual 
prayer. To be on the prayer list—public or private—
use prayer cards found in the pew racks or speak with 
Baron. Morningside Messenger will carry the list from the 
most recent weekly Life@ insert:  The family of Linda 
and Ann Claire Booker, The Rev. Canon Domenic 
Ciannella, Jackie Cleveland, Sandra Crawford, Ann 
Herndon, Rick Forbis, Finley Holaway, The family 
and friends of Greg Holbrook, Jane Huff, Kaitlin An-
dry, Ron and Ann Reggio, Peggy Johnson Smith, War-
ren Johnson, Sr., Gayle Jones, Vicky Langford, Jan 
McMahan, Philip Marshall, The family of Gerry Paul, 
Gail Peters, Lloyd Prince, The friends and family of 
Hugh Ragsdale, Anne and Nate Reid, Jennifer and Ja-
son Swafford, John Vytal, Steve Ware, Katrina Weis, 
and Ethel Young. 

 

Elder on Call 
Hillery McNeill  July 6-12 

Van Jensen   July 13-19 
Duncan Spears  July 20-26 
Rob Payne   July 27-August 2 

 

Deacon on Call 
Shirley Adair   July 6-12 

Nathan Zook   July 13-19 
Peter Tuuk   July 20-26 
Sandy Jones   July 27-August 2 
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1411 N. Morningside Dr., NE 

Atlanta, Georgia 30306 

telephone 404.876.7396; fax 404.876.2494 

www.morningsidepc.org 

Sunday Afternoon Concert Will Feature Multi-Talented Pam Sharpe 
Many people these days have a bucket list of experiences 
they want to enjoy.  Usually these are rather general, such 
as ‘go up in an air balloon’ or ‘travel to Australia’.  Not so 
with Pam Sharpe.  One of her list items is quite 
explicit:  to sing Samuel Barber’s “Knoxville:  
Summer of 1915”.  She’ll be able to check off 
this one on Sunday, July 13, and we’ll all be 
able to celebrate this accomplishment with her. 
 

Pam invites us to her free voice recital at 4 p.m. 
in the Sanctuary, accompanied by Walter Huff 
and with a reception to follow.  You may know 
Pam as a member of our Chancel Choir, or as 
instructor of our popular morning yoga and 
toning-with-weights classes (and wife of Dea-
con Ken Sharpe), but you may not know just 
what a Renaissance woman she is. 
 

She holds a degree from Agnes Scott in art and art his-
tory—so, yes, she paints.  She went back later in life to 
earn a music degree in vocal performance from Georgia 
State, studying with among others Walter Huff and Irene 

Harrower.  Before that, she was a champion competitive 
swimmer and a dancer.  Living in Thailand with her first 
husband, she began teaching exercise classes to fight off 

boredom. Back in Atlanta, she was a personal 
trainer for years.  She also studied acting with 
Sandra Dorsey (and has appeared in a long list 
of productions as well as modeling) and con-
tinues to study with her voice teacher, Sharon 
Blackwood.   
 

The centerpiece of her recital, which she 
terms “a dream come true”, is based upon 
James Agee’s short story “Knoxville” and lyri-
cally evokes a summer night in the South.  
Barber’s work was commissioned by soprano 
Eleanor Steber and first performed with the 

Boston Symphony Orchestra.  Interestingly, both Agee and 
Barber were born in that Tennessee city and were about 
the same age.  Pam will also sing Rachmaninoff’s “Vocalise” 
and songs by Ned Rorem.  “The entire program is in Eng-
lish!” she points out. She hopes you will come share this 
special moment with her. 


