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July 2015 
Worship at Morningside 

 
 

July 5, 2015 
Baron Mullis preaching 

“Dancing in the Lord’s House” 
Texts: 2 Samuel 6:1-23; Ephesians 1:3-14 

 
 

July 12, 2015 
Drew Stockstill preaching 

#1 “Not In My House” 
Texts: Ezekiel 2:1-5; Mark 6:1-13 

The sacrament of communion will be celebrated. 
 
 

July 19, 2015 
Drew Stockstill preaching 

#2 “Not In My House” 
Texts: Amos 7:7-15; Mark 6:14-29 

 
 

July 26, 2015 
Baron Mullis preaching 

“Strengthening Your Inner Being” 
Texts: Ephesians 3:14-21; 2 Samuel 11:1-15 

Hymn Sing Sunday 
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about his work with OutCry.   
2. Christians are overdue for honest conversations about 

race, and an organization we support, the Covenant 
Network, is exploring how we might turn our attention 
from just LGBT inclusion issues to larger issues of Jus-
tice. (In the interests of full disclosure, I serve on the 
Board of Directors for CovNet.)  Please let me tell you 
more. 

3. Root causes of violence are poverty and insecurity, and 
our church is deeply involved at a leadership level with 
Intown Collaborative Ministries as well as other agencies 
to address hunger and homelessness.  How can you help? 

 

The joyful noises from the playground brought me back to 
the present – and the joyful noises of a more hopeful future 
need to be on all of our minds.  The only way to deal with 
the negative and dark forces of evil in the world that I have 
ever heard is to drown them out with the joyful, good news 
of God’s transformative, redeeming work in Jesus Christ and 
the power of the Spirit to enliven and guide us all.   
 

Shalom,  

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers,  

                                          

                          From Your Pastor 
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When I went to bed on      
June 17, I had catalogued my 
day for the 18th to spend time 
with VBS from 9-12, to teach 
a class from 12:30 -1:30, to 

write a sermon from 1:30-5:30, to have a meeting at 6 and 
go home sometime around 7:30.  All in all, I’d planned a 
full but good day, and sometime during it, I was going to 
write this month’s note to you.   
 

It was to be a note about transitions – clearly we have quite 
a few going on: From Sarah to Melinda in the preschool, 
from Mason to Jonathan in the music program, from 
Melinda to ????? in children’s ministry, and a staff reorgani-
zation to address Congregational Nurture and Mission.  
Transitions happening because someone is going to do 
something they are excited to do: Sarah Tomaka following 
a calling to a new career, Melinda thrilled to head the pre-
school, Mason sad to leave us but going to an incredible 
opportunity at the Westminster Schools, and Jonathan ex-
cited to join our staff, prepared to hit the ground running.  
And I’m still prepared to answer any questions you have as 
the HR Committee and I discern our way forward through 
all of these transitions. 
 

But then I woke up to the news report of the church shoot-
ings in Charleston. All of those things I was going to write 
about were still important – still vital, actually – but some-
how I felt different about writing.  I don’t know why the 
church shootings struck me personally – perhaps because 
every Sunday I stand up in the pulpit and trust that a luna-
tic with a gun won’t pick me off while I’m preaching, or 
do violence to the beloved community whose leadership is 
entrusted, in part, to me. I found myself overwhelmed by 
a deep sense of sadness at what I was hearing.   
 

And yet, I hear joyful, gleeful shouts from the children 
attending Vacation Bible School even as I write to you, and 
several things strike me simultaneously: 
1. Violence is a problem in our culture, and part of an 

honest conversation about violence means addressing 
how we relate to guns.  Drew is doing hugely im-
portant work on this and I urge you to talk with him 

Adults Invited to Contemplate Issues 
of Science and Faith 

As citizens of both a world of science and the kingdom of 
God, many of us struggle to integrate what we learn from 
scientific advances against what we learn from scriptures, 
confessions and other aspects of our faith. For six weeks be-
ginning Sunday, July 12, at 9:45 a.m. in Room 201, we’ll 
follow another of our successful guided series of discussions 
about current topics. 
 

“Science and Faith” will be co-led by Carol Senf and Sarah 
Tomaka. Each week stands alone and will cover faith seeking 
understanding through science, the cosmos, the story of life, 
human beings, brain and mind, and technology and the fu-
ture. We say that at Morningside we’re never expected to 
“leave our brains at the door.”  Join the dialogue and give 
your brain a workout in a setting of faith. 



 

 

                                                    

                                                 Inside Morningside 
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Morningside Milestones 
 

• Fourteen brave golfers faced both the heat and the 18-hole course at the Marietta City Club for MPC’s first Golf Clas-
sic June 17.  Congratulations to Low Net Score Golfer Hal Nuckols, Low Gross Score Golfer Greg Morton, Longest 
Drive Golfer John Hutcheson, and Closest to the Pin Taylor Morton.  

• Welcome Brady Scott Shepherd, son of Aaron and Whitney, born May 26, and also to Caleb Joel Tuuk, son of Peter 
and Alexandra, born June 7.  More babies to come! 

• Woo-hoo!  Rachel Spears was saluted by Atlanta Magazine as one of “12 Women Making a Mark.”  Formerly with the 
law firm of King & Spaulding, Rachel has served as executive director of Pro Bono Partnership of Atlanta, helping at-
torneys engage successfully in pro bono work for needy clients.  Last year, she received the EPIC Inspiration Award 
from Emory University.  We’re proud to have her in our midst. 

• Speaking of proud, see the grins on the faces of Jack and Jill Klotz as son James received awards at graduation from 
Princeton Theological Seminary for Biblical Theology, English Bible, Pastoral Care and Worship and Pastoral Minis-
try.  He also was confirmed by our Presbytery and is ready to seek a call or proceed to a doctoral program. 

• There’s a new doctor in the house!  Congratulations to Ellen Stockstill not only for receiving her Ph.D. in  English 
Literature from Emory University, but also for her new position as a Brittain Post-doctoral Fellow on the faculty of the 
School of Literature, Media and Communications at Georgia Tech. 

• Christian condolences to the Southwood and Hood families on the death of Bill’s son Billy, May 31, and to Lynsley 
Tyler and her extended family on the tragic accident that claimed the life of her sister-in-law Melissa Stokes Tyler. We 
also pray for the healing of Lynsley’s brother and niece. 

His educational credentials include a bachelor’s degree 
from Southern Wesleyan University in piano performance, 

a master’s degree from Florida State in choral 
conducting and a doctoral degree from South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary, also in choral 
conducting. He’s taught music on the faculties 
of Southern Wesleyan, University of Alabama, 
Indiana University, and Queens University in 
Charlotte.  In addition, he co-founded and di-
rected the School of Fine Arts in Chattanooga 
from 1996-2002.  He’s also taught music in 

South Africa under the auspices of the International Part-
nership for Choral Music Education (IPCME) since 2013.  
In fact, it’s an IPCME commitment to travel to South Afri-
ca which delays his start here. 
 

If that’s not enough, he’s accompanied choirs and individu-
als in six countries in addition to the US and is a published 
composer of organ, brass and choral music.  He’s served 
church music programs for the past 39 years. We are so 
looking forward to having Jonathan among us this fall. 

MPC Prepares to Welcome Dr. Jonathan Crutchfield as Organist/Choirmaster 

If you don’t think change is good, you may want to hold 
your breath for the next few months. For the rest of us, 
change is exciting and brings new opportunities 
to explore and expand.  This month, we’ll wish 
Mason Copeland well as he leaves us to lead the 
choral programs at the Westminster Schools.  
The first week in September, we’ll have a new 
organist/choirmaster, who will also direct our 
children’s choir programs.   
 

Dr. Jonathan Crutchfield comes to us from My-
ers Park Baptist Church in Charlotte, where he has served 
as the Minister of Music and Worship since 2006. Desiring 
to relocate to Atlanta, he was a finalist in the search that 
brought Mason to Morningside, and we are delighted he 
was still looking for an Atlanta home when we reached out 
to him after Mason’s resignation.  In addition to Jonathan’s 
obvious qualifications, his acceptance meant we were 
spared a long and arduous search to find a musician of the 
caliber Morningside has come to represent. 
 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 1 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

2 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. 
MPP Camp 
11 a.m. Weights to 
the Oldies 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

3 
Church Office 
closed in    ob-
servance of 
Fourth of July 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 

 

4 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 
 

5    
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon Fellowship 
 

6 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 
 

7 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 
11 a.m. Yoga  
2:15 p.m. Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7:30 p.m. MLPA 
Zoning 
 

8 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 

 
 

9 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. 
MPP Camp 
11 a.m. Weights to 
the Oldies 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

10 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 
7 p.m. Couples Group 

 
 
 

11 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment Class 
11 a.m. Worship with 
Communion 
12 noon Fellowship 
5:30 p.m. Meditation 
Group 
6 p.m. Journey 
 

13 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 
7:30 p.m. MLPA  
 

14 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Preschool 
Committee 
 

15 
7 a.m. Men’s Break-
fast 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 
 
 
 

 

16 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. 
MPP Camp 
11 a.m. Weights to 
the Oldies 
12:30 p.m. Third 
Thursday Theology 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 
 
 
 

17 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 
 

 
 

18 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 
 

19 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment Class 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon Fellowship 
12:30 p.m.—3 p.m. 
Mission Camp Setup 
12:30 p.m. RHO Readers 
 

 
 
 

20 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 
9 a.m.—5 p.m.  
Mission Camp 
7 p.m. Session 

21 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 
9 a.m.—5 p.m. 
Mission Camp 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
 
 
 

22 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 
9 a.m.—5 p.m. 
Mission Camp 
 

23 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. 
MPP Camp 
9 a.m.—5 p.m. 
Mission Camp 
 

24 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 
9 a.m.—5 p.m.  
Mission Camp 

25 
9 a.m.—4 p.m. Mission 
Camp Cleanup/Prep for Ice 
Cream Social 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 
5:30 p.m. Clifton Sanctuary 
 

26 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment Class 
11 a.m. Worship & Hymn 
Sing 
12 noon Ice Cream Social 
Fellowship 
 

27 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society; Parliamentari-
ans 

28 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
 

29 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

30 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. 
MPP Camp 
11 a.m. Weights to 
the Oldies 
 

31 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 
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Clifton Welcome Home Baskets 

Clifton Welcome Home Baskets 

Clifton Welcome 
 Home Baskets 
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(Find a complete list of our church officers, their committee assign-
ments and staff at http://www.morningsidepc.org /leaders.  Ses-
sion minutes, once approved, are on file and available for review 
in the church office.) 
 

• Summer slowdown?  Not for our Session!  Traditional-
ly Session votes to cancel the July meeting due to slack 
time for many church programs.  This year, due to so 
many personnel considerations and preparation to 
begin work under our Standing and Serving for Gener-
ations capital campaign (and it’s not too late to pledge) 
Session will continue through the summer. 

• About those personnel moves—there’s more in 
Baron’s letter and on Page 3, but just in case you have-
n’t heard, interviews will begin by the end of this 
month of top candidates for the newly created position 
of Director of Children’s Ministries; we’ll say goodbye 
in July to Sarah Tomaka as director of our preschool 
(not as a member of MPC!) since September 2009, 
and to Mason Copeland, our organist/choirmaster 
who will lead the choral programs at the Westminster 
Schools; we congratulate our Program Director 
Melinda Sandkam, who will become the director of 
Morningside Presbyterian Preschool; and welcome Dr. 
Jonathan Crutchfield as our new organist/choirmaster 
as well as director of children’s choirs. Consequently, 
Session thanks the members who have served on the 
search committees for the organist/choirmaster, chil-
dren’s choirs director and preschool director. 

• The HR team, headed by Rob Payne, Martin Dunlap 
and Ellen Landers, working closely with Baron and 
other staff members, has the unenviable task of asking 

the question, “How are we ever going to replace 
Melinda?” Their response is, “We’re not”—at least not 
directly. This seems to be a perfect time to think about 
all the components of various assignments and minis-
tries and perhaps align them differently, more effi-
ciently, address new program directions and look for 
better ways to employ each one’s gifts. Watch for 
more details as the team prepares a recommendation 
for the July Session meeting. 

• Morningside kids—even those who don’t attend our 
preschool—will benefit from the expansion of and 
improvements to our playground, nearing completion.  
The renovation was funded by the preschool. 

• You can thank Beth Baer and a small but dedicated 
team of volunteers for clearing out and cleaning up and 
adding new planted pots to our Sarah Richey Memorial 
Garden and the garden area behind the preschool 
wing.  If you’d like to help weed and dig, contact 
Beth. 

• Our Diaconate held their second annual retreat       
June 13, led by Elder Rob Payne. As a result our dea-
cons have reaffirmed their commitment to providing 
pastoral care to those in need in our congregation.  
Deacons are ready to listen to you, pray with you or 
just be with you—all you need do is ask. 

• It’s none too soon to start getting ready to sign up for 
our annual Retreat to Montreat.  We’ve reserved the 
weekend of Oct. 16-18 in the North Carolina Moun-
tains and our guest speaker will be Paul Roberts, Presi-
dent of Johnson C. Smith Seminary.  

   Daisy Ottmann  
   Clerk of Session 

 

Prayer Concerns… 
Members of our community have asked for individual prayer. To be on the prayer list—public or private—use 

prayer cards found in the pew racks or speak with Baron. Morningside Messenger will carry the list from the most 

recent weekly Life@ insert:  Grace Bittick, Baby Burkhalter, Sandra Crawford, Connie Crowley, Mary Edwards, 

Hamilton Family, Ann Herndon, Penny Hill, Finley Holaway, Katherine Johnston, Friends and relatives of Linda 

Johnson (Kaitlin Andry, Melanie Donnelly, Ellen Hardeman, Ron and Ann Reggio, Peggy Johnson Smith, War-

ren Johnson, Sr.) Vicky Langford, Rhett Laurens, Marilyn Neforas, Linda and Mike Robinson, Lawson Rucker, 

Greg and Mary Ann Smith and family, Kent Smith, Mike and Amelia Tyler, John Vytal, and Lincoln Weis.        
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1411 N. Morningside Dr., NE, Atlanta, Georgia 30306 

telephone 404.876.7396; fax 404.876.2494 

www.morningsidepc.org 

As her Program Director swan song, Melinda Sandkam 
will carry out the program she’s created for Mission Camp 
July 20-24.  And guess what she has to say:  “WE NEED 
YOU! Volunteer today to drive and to chaperone activities 
during Mission Camp.” 
 

She’s wrangling final arrangements of the schedule to in-
clude visits to Clifton Sanctuary Ministries, the food pantry 
at Intown Collaborative Ministries, Morningside Nature 
Preserve, Genesis and Calvin Court. Campers will also 

Prove to Mission Campers That It’s Not All About You, Either 
support local summer children’s programming, Cure 
Childhood Cancer’s Brown Bag program, Thornwell 
Home for Children, an outreach that takes care of animals 
and more.  Don’t miss out on the fund-raising car wash, 
either.   
 

Contact Melinda today at msandkam@morningsidepc.org 
to confirm the day (9-5, morning or afternoon or all day) 
that you can volunteer or sign up on the bulletin board 
across from the church office. 

Morningside Youth Learn How Disaster Recovery Can Take Years 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita devastated New Orleans and 
much of the rest of the Gulf Coast in the fall of 2015.  
With new disasters in the news almost daily, we forget 
just how long recovery can take.  Seventeen of our youth 
and four adult companions faced this reality June 21-27 in 
New Orleans with Project Homecoming. 

Program participants cook and eat together, share chore 
duties, build a home or community project, and participate 
in compelling programming each night. The organizers say, 
“This will be a challenging week both physically and emo-
tionally for these young folks.  Our program isn’t just a 
week of work— it’s a life-changing experience.”  We look 
forward to photos and stories now that our youth are 
home. 

1 David Terry  

1 Matthew Caudill 
1 Cindy Humphries 

1 Will Grant  

2 Charles Woolley 
3 Allison Lee  

4 Will Herndon  

4 Meg Samuels  
4 Lisa Ladds  

6 Mary Hardy  
Holaway  

6 Frank Hofland  
6 Lee Anne Sapp  

7 Mac Barnette 

9 Marshall Hunter  
10 Caroline Bell  

11 Roland Behm  

12 Susan Oder  
12 Tom Oder  

13 Michael Siedschlag  

13 Christine Butz  
13 Blair Myers  

13 Anderson Kimball  
15 Ellen Landers  

16 Anna Bradway  

16 Isabella Sudduth 

17 Casey Durden  

17 Mark Cochran  
18 Sophie Ryan  

20 Collier Maxwell  

21 Annie Moon Davis  
21 Jeb Davis  

23 Diana Cochran  

23 Joseph Green  
24 Doug Scribner  

25 Anthony Owens  
25 Mark Johnson  

25 Laura Fillyaw  

25 Taylor Morton  

26 Bill Bell  

26 Nick Bremer  
27 Cameron McIntosh 

28 Kimberly Nuckols  

28 Elizabeth Fairleigh 
29 Meghan Pauls  

30 David Batchelor  

30 Leigh Gobbel  
30 Bridget Johns 

31 Emilee Terry  
31 Amy Jensen   
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