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Worship at Morningside 

 

July 3, 2016 

Drew Stockstill preaching  

“A Work Completed”   

Ephesians 1:1-15; Acts 1:1-14 

 

July 10, 2016 

Baron Mullis preaching 

“The Plumb Line.” 

Amos 7:7-17; Luke 10:25-37 
 

July 17, 2016 

Drew Stockstill preaching 

“The Quick of Heart” 

Luke 24:13-35; Psalm 116:1-4,12-19 

 

July 24, 2016 

Baron Mullis preaching 

“Does Prayer Really Matter?” 

Luke 11:1-13; Psalm 138 

 

July 31, 2016 

Drew Stockstill preaching 

“The Things You Have Prepared” 

       Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14, 2:18-23; Luke 12: 13-21 
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the courage and humility to be honest about who we are 
right now, reveal our gifts and our weaknesses, and give 
us wisdom and courage to make the changes needed to 
remain a vital worshipping community in our next     
season of life together. 

1) Mission- On this endeavor I will refer you to 
 Daisy Ottmann’s article on the work of our     
 Mission Committee in last month’s Morningside 
 Messenger. She beautifully captured the hard and 
 prayerful work our brand new six member 
 mission committee is doing to ensure  
 Morningside is engaged in significant missions in 
 our local and global community and that we are 
 good stewards of the financial resources 
 entrusted to us by you to the glory of God. They 
 are also praying that God transforms our church 
 into an even deeper community of disciples, 
 recognizing that mission is what God does not 
 only through us but to us. 

2)  Youth Ministry- This year we had more than 30 
 young people between the ages of 11 and 18 in 
 our youth ministry. If we stay on track within 
 two years we will have a Youth Group of more 
 than 60. We have created a new 10-member 
 Youth Committee meeting monthly to ensure 
 that our ministry with the youth of our church is 
 not an afterthought but primary—seen as crucial 
 for the life and vitality of our church. Our youth 
 have much to offer Morningside but they need 
 advocates in the form of the committee and 
 advisors to ensure we are doing all we can to 
 keep our youth connected in the worship and 
 mission of this church. Look around on a Sunday 
 morning and see how many of those 30 teens 
 and preteens you see in worship. Then come 
 back Sunday evening and see how many are 
 there. 

    CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 
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“Everything changes and 
nothing stands still,” wrote 
the Greek philosopher,   
Heraclitus of Ephesus in the 

5th Century BCE. This has been adapted: “The only thing 
constant is change.” This is true in the church with one 
important addition: “The only thing constant is the love 
of God for us in Christ Jesus…and change.”  

Next month will mark four years of ministry for me at 
Morningside and in that time we have been in a constant 
state of change. For some this constant change is        
exciting; it signals the vitality and growth of our        
dynamic community. For others this change may be  
anxiety-producing or exhausting. I’ll admit to feeling 
both at times. But many of you know that change is not 
new here; change is part of the Morningside story. We 
change as individuals and we change as a church. This is 
a good thing. The Apostle Paul suggests this indicates the 
presence of the Holy Spirit. He wrote, “All of us are 
looking with unveiled faces at the glory of the Lord as if 
we were looking in a mirror. We are being transformed 
into that same image from one degree of glory to the 
next degree of glory.” (2 Cor. 3: 18). Change –      
transformation – is part of God’s work in us, the move 
from one degree of glory to the next.  

God is transforming Morningside Presbyterian Church. 
Morningside continues to welcome new members of all 
ages. Each brings unique gifts of the Spirit and joins in 
the ministry of the church. This constant infusion of new 
life and the changing landscape of the larger community 
is bound to effect change. It is imperative that our    
leaders continually evaluate where we are as a church, 
what has changed and what must change for us to      
continue to  authentically and effectively welcome all 
and serve all as we participate in God’s mission to and 
through Morningside.  

I want to share with you some of the ways leaders in this 
church have been doing just that—asking God to give us  
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Morningside Milestones 

 New members! We scheduled an extra class on June 6 so we could welcome Kyle and Marti Adams and Eric and Brianna 
Selness, whose daughter Madeline was baptized in our Sanctuary June 19. We also welcomed into our family of Christ  
Margaret Louise Loring, daughter of Jason and Julie and little sister of Oliver and Eleanor, baptized June 26. 

 New person! Congratulations to Stephen and Allie Roach on the birth of their second daughter, Eleanor Gail, on June 10.  

 We surround with Christian sympathy our elder Ellen Brown Landers 
on the death of her father, John Brown, and our   long-time member 
Gloria Joiner on mourning the death of her brother Jesse. 

 Biggest VBS ever!  Kudos to Sarah Kate DeWyngaert, the rest of our 
staff (including all the extra work by our Sexton Victor Carballosa!) and 
the 61 volunteers who made our “Surf Shack” week extra-special for the 
86 children who participated. 

 In other Sarah Kate news, she’ll wed Robert Bumgarner July 23 in Ro-
swell. They’ll be off to Florida and Mexico in late August.  We wish the 
couple a world of happiness. 

 And while we’re saluting, many thanks to our 12 youth volunteers and 
four chaperones who spent the first week of summer in Clarkesville GA 
with several other youth groups, presenting a Vacation Bible School for 
children and helping with home repairs in an economically challenged community. We have so many reasons to be proud of 

The creative team includes choral direction and             
arrangements by Dr. Jonathan Crutchfield, music direction 
and orchestra leadership by Derek Matthews and stage  
direction by Jeff Peters. As our galas grow in scope, we’re 
expanding backstage opportunities to contribute to the 
production’s success. There are still a number of ways to 
participate.   

 If your child or teen is interested in performing, please 
contact Jonathan or Jeff.  Children and youth          
rehearsals for the gala begin July 27. 

 If you are interested in participating in sound, lighting, 
design, sets or wardrobe, please contact Jeff. 

 If you are interested in ushering, please contact Laura 
Fillyaw. 

A voluntary contribution will be collected during the    
performance to benefit Morningside’s music program and 
mission ministries.  There will be a reception with        
refreshments after the show. 

       MPC Readying Annual Gala Tribute to Great American Songbook 

Rehearsals are underway for our annual American       
songbook gala evening. This year’s production, “The 
Sounds of Music:  Morningside Sings Rodgers &          
Hammerstein,” will be Saturday Aug. 20. at 7 p.m.  

The show 
will fea-
ture more 
than 35 
singers 
and musi-
cians of all 
ages from 
Morning-
side’s mu-

sic programs and congregation and will feature classic 
songs from “Oklahoma!” “The King & I,” “South Pacific,” 
“Carousel,” “Cinderella” and “The Sound Of Music.” New 
to this year’s gala will be musical numbers featuring  
Morningside’s children performing well-known stage and 
film classics like “Getting to Know You” and “Do-Re-Mi.”   

Greetings from our chaperones and youth           

volunteers in Clarkesville, GA.  
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 While it is a wonderful thing our youth are here on 

Sunday nights, are we comfortable with this          
segregation? Our Youth Committee and our Youth 
Group are not, and they are working on finding ways 
to integrate and make space for youth to serve and 
even lead in all aspects of the church. 

3) My third point is a combination of the first two. Just 
as Sarah Kate explained changes to VBS in last 
month’s Messenger, our Youth, Children’s and       
Mission Committees are all working together to    
create opportunities for members of all ages to      
participate in the mission of God together. Mission is 
not just a box to be checked off on our “Being A Good 
Christian” list. Mission is what God does in the world 
and in our lives. The Bible tells us God’s mission is 
for all of us to love God and one another as one.    
Jesus’ prayer was for us to be one. The committees of 
Session are now working together to find ways we 
can all be part of the church together rather than   
staying in our individual program silos.  

4) Deacons- For the past three years our deacons have 
undergone a significant discernment process asking, 
“What exactly is the call of the deacons at           
Morningside?” Deacons are not elders in training, nor 
is the call to be a deacon just a honorific role. Our 
deacons have prayerfully  responded to a clear call 
from God to serve the needs of the members of this 
congregation as an extension of the pastoral care pro-
vided by your ministers. The deacons have met to 
pray and gone on retreats to critique, deconstruct and  
reconstruct their ministry to meet changing needs of 
our community. Our deacons are willing and eager to 
be there for you when you are grieving or sick or just 

need someone to sit with. Our deacons will soon 
begin to make themselves more known to the 
church and communicate their new call to serve 
you in a ministry of compassion.  

Change is upon us all. It always is. What do we really have 
control of in life except how we respond to the  constant 
state of change in which we find ourselves? A couple 
months ago Ellen and I could not have imagined a change 
like leaving Morningside and our friends and   family in 
Georgia for Harrisburg, PA next month. At some point in 
the months ahead God will call someone who will come to 
lead alongside you as you continue to engage in ministry 
and that person will be equipped by the Spirit to lead in just 
such a time in the church as this. What changes will this 
bring? We cannot know. 

With all the uncertainty there is but one constant truth, 
God is good all the time. God is with us all, Morningside. 
This is both why we must change and embrace the newness 
of life in Christ and this is also what enables us to change. 
God is active. God has been active since the beginning and 
God is active in our lives today. This is good news. I invite 
you to embrace the changes that are upon us—perhaps 
with some fear and trembling. Be part of God’s newness 
and pray for God’s help to let go of the anxieties that come 
with holding on to what has past. “Forwards, however, or 
backwards we will not look. Let us learn to live swaying as 
in a rocking boat on the sea,” wrote Friedrich Holderlin. 
God says in Isaiah 43, “Look! I’m doing a new thing; now it 
sprouts up; don’t you recognize it?” 

Grace and peace-- 

Rev. Drew Stockstill 

 

Prayer Concerns 
Members of our community have asked for individual prayer. To be on the prayer list—public or private—use prayer 

cards found in the pew racks or speak with Baron. Morningside Messenger will carry the list from the most recent weekly 

Life@ insert: Jill Aleong, Jenna Bach (step-sister of Katye Watts), Glenn and Rita Balzer (Lloyd Prince’s friends), Georg    
Becker, Felecia Binns, Connie Crowley (Hugh Bell’s sister-in-law), Hamilton family (friends of the Nuckols), Walter Gilbert 
(Patrick Gilbert's father), Ann Herndon (Will’s mother), Penny Hill (Executive Presbyter), Charlotte Hudson (Jeff Adams’ 
mother), friends and relatives of Linda Johnson: Kaitlin Andry, Melanie Donnelly, Ellen Hardeman, Ron and Ann Reggio,   
Peggy Johnson Smith, Warren Johnson, Sr., Timothy Johnson (Hugh Bell’s friend), Drema Lafoy (Brenda Fishpaw’s sister), 

Annette Lowery (David Lowery’s mother), Irene Mahood, Marcy Meredith, Jan McMahan, Baron Mullis, Judy Neal, Marilyn 
Neforas (Hugh Bell’s friend), Anthony Owens, Lin  Parker (friend of Nancy Coomes), Karen Peterson and family (friend of 
Daisy Ottmann), Betty Ray, Peter Regnault (Phil Regnault’s father), Bus and Carmen Ryan (Tyler Ryan’s parents), Ed Sanders 
(Holly Greene’s stepfather), Carlene Sauer (Kasey and Stephanie Libby’s family member), Helen and Charles Schroder, Linda 
Johnston and her family, Kent Smith (Hugh Bell’s friend), Kathie Stephens (Lester Morris’ aunt), George Tate, Rhonda       
Tebbenkamp and family (relatives of the Behms), John Vytal (Katye Watts’ father), Marty Wender (Phil Regnault’s friend), 
John Young. 
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1 
 

 
 

2 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 

 

3    
10:15 a.m. Coffee &  
Conversation 
11 a.m. Worship  
12 noon Fellowship 
3 p.m. Youth Committee 
Meeting 
 
 
 

4 
Office Closed 

5 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson Tai 
Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. MLPA Zoning 
 
 

6 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

 

 
 

7 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
 
 

8 

 
 
 

9 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 
9:30 a.m. Coffee &   
Conversation 
9:45 a.m. Faith          
Development Class 
11 a.m. Worship/ Com-
munion 
12 noon Fellowship 
12:30 p.m. Deacons 
6 p.m. Journey 
 

11 
7 p.m. Mandolin       
Society;                 
7:30 p.m. Morningside 
Lenox Park Assoc. 

12 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson Tai 
Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Preschool    
Committee 
 
 

13 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

14 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
 
 

15 
 

16 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 

 

 

                       17 
9:30 a.m. Coffee 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment Class 
11 a.m. Worship/     
Baptism 
12 noon Fellowship 
12:30 p.m. RHO Read-
ers; Young Adult Lunch 

 

18 
12 Noon Arts and 
Crafts Guild 
7 p.m. Mandolin       
Society;                 
Parliamentarians 
 
 

 

19 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson Tai 
Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
 
 

 
 

20 

12 Noon. ICM Board 
Meeting 

7 p.m. Gala Principal 
Singers Rehearsal  

 

21 

11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
 

22 
 

23 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 

                       24 
9:30 a.m. Coffee &  
Conversation 
9:45 a.m. Faith         
Development Class 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon Fellowship 
12:15 p.m. Gala Music 
Rehearsal 
 

25 
7 p.m. Mandolin       
Society;                 
Parliamentarians 

26 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson Tai 
Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 

27 
5:45 p.m. Children’s 
Choir Gala Rehearsal 

7:30 p.m. Gala Solo 
Rehearsal 

 
 

 
 

28 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

29 
 
 
 

 
 

30 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
 
 
 

 
 

                       31 
9:30 a.m. Coffee &  
Conversation 
9:45 a.m. Faith         
Development Class 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon Fellowship 
12:15 p.m. Gala Principal 
Rehearsal  
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Coming up first is our day to volunteer at the ICM food pantry on Saturday, July 9.  We’ve committed to providing 12 
volunteers on this date as well as Sept.10 and Nov. 12. On these Saturdays, we serve from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. at the     
former Druid Hills United Methodist Church on Ponce de Leon. Responsibilities include distributing “express bags,” 
greeting and interviewing guests for food needs, packing groceries, and distributing the food to guests.  Shepherd Laura 
Ulep notes, “The process is quite streamlined and efficient and is a wonderful opportunity to help folks in our          
area.”  She adds that it would be a building experience for any of our group to volunteer to work together on one of 
these dates. You can contact Laura at lauraulep@gmail.com. 

Our next event will be a back-to-school kickoff celebration for children at the ICM pantry on Saturday, July 30, from 1 
to 1:45 p.m. Our children and youth will help organize and distribute the supplies at the event. In addition, we will 
have a storyteller, game and craft stations, and some light refreshments.  

Here’s how to get involved in this whole-family activity. First, we’re collecting donations of school supplies:  paper, 
backpacks, pencils, crayons, notebooks, folders, rulers, etc. are all greatly appreciated and can be dropped off all 
month in the bin in our Welcome Center. Getting your kids involved in shopping for these donated supplies helps   
create a sense of service for the whole family. 

Then, you and yours are invited to help with the event itself. This event is a service project of Children’s Ministries. To 
volunteer or learn more, contact the CM outreach chair, Liz Sommerfeld at elizabethsommerfeld @gmail.com.  

MPC Plans Two Summer Outreach Events with Intown Collaborative Ministries 

Morningside Presbyterians have two ways to help our outreach partners at Intown Collaborative Ministries (ICM) 
which serves families and individuals facing homelessness in ZIP codes 30306 and 30307. 

 

  Pick-a-Pan Sunday Returns for Journey Dinner July 10 

You don’t have to be in church on July 3 to get a big aluminum pan to fill with the requested dish for dinner July 10 for 
the men at Journey shelter, but it does simplify planning your meal contribution.   Whether you pick-a-pan or bring one 
from home, choices include main dishes or sides for 15, and salad and bread or dessert or drinks for 30. 

You can bring your dishes back to the church kitchen before worship on July 10 or deliver them to Journey (next to 
Druid Hills Presbyterian) Sunday evening between 6:30 and 6:45 p.m. Better yet, stay and help serve the dinner.   
Questions?  Ask our Journey shepherd, deacon Joe Brady (jp_brady@bellsouth.net). 

 

 Book Group ‘Visits’ Plant Lab This Month; Gears Up for Annual Sale 

Our read for July 17’s discussion at 12:30 p.m. in the Session Room has been described as “an illuminating debut   
memoir of a woman in science; a moving portrait of a longtime friendship; and a stunningly fresh look at plants that will 
forever change how you see the natural world. 

“Lab Girl by Hope Jahren is about work, love, and the mountains that can be moved when those two things come       
together. Acclaimed scientist Dr. Jahren has built three laboratories in which she’s studied trees, flowers, seeds, and 
soil. Her first book is a revelatory treatise on plant life—but it is also so much more.”  

Everyone is invited to come talk about the book with our coed group, which is also beginning to plan for our annual 
Book Bonanza used-book sale which will kick off Aug. 21 and run until Labor Day weekend.  It’s a great opportunity to 
stock up on reading matter for the fall, supply local Little Free Libraries or get fresh stories for the kids in your life—all 
while benefiting literacy among immigrant children. 

mailto:lauraulep@gmail.com
mailto:elizabethsommerfeld@gmail.com
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(Find a complete list of our church officers, their committee     
assignments and church staff at http://www.morningsidepc.org /
leaders.  Session minutes, once approved, are on file and available 
for review in the church office.) 

 Summer isn’t going to be quite as laid-back as usual at 
Morningside Presbyterian, as work begins to fill the 
gaping hole left when Associate Pastor Drew Stockstill 
and his family move in August to Pennsylvania. Joy 
Fisher, our assigned consultant from the Presbytery of 
Great Atlanta met with Session this month to outline 
the process we will need to undertake to not only seek 
to call a new Associate Pastor, but also to fulfill 
Drew’s responsibilities in the interim. 

 The Human Resources Committee and Session believe 
our ultimate goal is to find a permanent staff member 
whose main job will be to continue to build and      
nurture our youth programs, with continuing          
responsibilities to guide Mission, Adult Faith            
Development, small groups and pastoral care. At least, 
that’s the direction we will follow until and unless the 
congregation and the Associate Pastor Nominating 
Committee we will elect this summer chooses another 
path. Although the process cannot formally begin until 
we’ve dissolved our relationship with Drew, we can 
begin the preliminary work to select the APNC and 
consider the job description. We’re calling a meeting 
of the congregation for Sunday, Aug. 7 after the    
worship, to take the step of dissolving the pastoral  
relationship with Drew. We’ll also celebrate Drew, 
Ellen and  Lydia Grace after worship on their final  
Sunday with us, July 31. 

 In the meantime, Session voted to establish an Interim 
Associate Pastor Nominating Committee to begin the 
search for a part-time replacement or replacements. 
Since this would be contract work, not a called       
position or positions, the congregation doesn’t have to 
meet to elect this committee.  Session appointed Rob 
Payne, Lisa Jern and Jack Klotz to lead the interim 
selection process. Any of these team members will be 
glad to answer your questions or hear your             
suggestions. 

 Other business included receiving reports from all our 
ministry teams, approving baptisms, and discussing the 
upcoming musical gala (see the story on Page 2). Of 
special note from Bobbie McCrackin, chair of the  
Strategic Planning Committee, is that next year we 
will complete our current five-year strategic plan.  A 
large portion of MPC’s success is how we’ve           
consistently used tools such as congregational surveys, 
listening sessions and visioning to create plans that are 
well supported by our membership at large and our 
church officers and staff. So this is a heads-up! To 
begin thinking about components of the 2018-2022 
strategic plan, toward the end of this year we’ll be 
letting everyone know about how to take part in    
another on-line all-member survey to see where we 
feel God is leading us for the next few years.   

     Daisy Ottmann 
     Clerk of Session 

 

  

MPC Will Host Convocation of Sacred Harp Songsters, Everyone’s  Welcome to Sing 

You don’t have to be familiar with ‘shape note’ singing to 
join in the fun and harmony in our church Saturday, July 
30, beginning at 9 a.m., as MPC hosts the regional Young 
People’s Sacred Harp Convention. 

Don’t be fooled by the name—the songfest is truly      
inter-generational and will bring together singers of all 
ages from throughout the southern states to join in making 
music using the Sacred Harp style. This regional          
convention was founded about 40 years ago to cultivate 
leadership among the next generation of Sacred Harp  
singers. Traditionally the ‘officers’ who open and close 

the singing, offer prayers, and take minutes are under 35 
years of age. 

Many of those who helped organize the singing in its early 
years have continued to be involved in organizing and  
participating in singings, even helping to establish singing 
schools such as Camp Fasola and contribute songs to the 
most recent edition of The Sacred Harp.  

All Morningsiders are welcome to the singing. Contact 
Jesse Karlsberg at jesse@jpkarlsberg.com for more     
information. 

http://www.morningsidepc.org%20/leaders
http://www.morningsidepc.org%20/leaders
mailto:jesse@jpkarlsberg.com
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BackWords 

1 David Terry 

1 Cindy Humphries 

1 Will Grant 

2 Charles Woolley 

3 Allison Lee 

4 Meg Samuels 

6 Mary Hardy Holaway 

6 Frank Hofland 

6 Lee Anne Sapp 

7 Mac Barnette 

7 Anna Mary Smith 

9 Marshall Hunter 

10 Caroline Bell 

11 Roland Behm 

12 Susan Oder 

12 Tom Oder 

13 Blair Myers 

13 Erik Selness 

13 Anderson Kimball 

15 Ellen Brown Landers 

16 Anna Bradway 

16 Isabella Sudduth 

17 Casey Durden 

17 Mark Cochran 

18 Sophie Ryan 

21 Annie Moon Davis 

21 Jeb Davis 

23 Diana Cochran 

23 Joseph Green 

24 Doug Scribner 

25 Anthony Owens 

25 Mark Johnson 

25 Laura Fillyaw 

25 Taylor Morton 

26 Bill Bell 

26 Nick Bremer 

27 Cameron McIntosh  

28 Kimberly Nuckols 

28 Elizabeth Fairleigh 

29 Meghan Pauls 

30 Bridget Johns 

30 David Batchelor 

30 Leigh Gobbel 

31 Emilee Terry 

31 Amy Jensen 

  

BIRTHDAYS  

   Adults Will Continue Sunday Learning Throughout Summer 

After several months of issue-oriented Faith Development curriculum and after taking a break for the Fourth of July 
weekend, Sunday morning adult meetings in Room 201 at 9:45 will return to a Bible-study focus.  A six-week          
exploration of “Seeing Jesus in John’s Gospel” will begin July 10, led by Rev. Mathew Frease and Beth Baer. 

Everyone is invited to participate, whether for the whole series or on a drop-in-as-you-can basis. In August, Peter Cobb 
and guest speakers will kick off an eight-week examination of “The Christian’s Response to Income Equality.”  If you 
like thoughtful challenges to questions of faith, the discussions in Room 201 always offer ideas to chew on throughout 
the week. 

        CHILDREN AND VOLUNTEERS WHO PARTICIPATED IN OUR “SURF SHACK” WEEK EXPLODE WITH GRATITUDE!  


