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JULY 2017 
Worship at Morningside 

 
 

July 2, 2017 

Baron Mullis preaching 

“How Long O Lord? Really, How Long!?” 

Psalm 13; Psalm 89:1-4 

 

 

 

July 9, 2017 

Rev. John Sawyer preaching 

Matthew 10:40-42 

 

 

 

 

July 16, 2017 

Beth Waltemath preaching 

“Good Advice, Bad Outcome” 

Matthew 11:25-30; Romans 7:15-25 
 

 

 

 

July 23, 2017 

Baron Mullis preaching 

“The Wings of The Morning” 

Psalm 139:1-12; Matthew 13:24-30; 36-43 
 

 

 

 

 

July 30, 2017 

Baron Mullis preaching 

“The Bachelor” 

Genesis 29:15-28; Romans 8:26-39 

mailto:baron.mullis@morningsidepc.org
mailto:office@morningsidepc.org
mailto:office@morningsidepc.org
mailto:randyyoung@morningsidepc.org
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God. I also want them to continually grow in their faith 
and love of God so that they seek to live that love out 
towards themselves and others.   

 

Simply telling you this recent encounter with my                
neighbor also illustrates my profound belief that stories 
are the best way to explain and retain the important   
beliefs of any faith or culture. In the preface of a book 
titled If this is Your Land, Where are Your Stories?, there is a 
short explanation of the title that expresses this                     
understanding of the profound importance of stories. 
The preface simply says, “There were explorers who 
went to what is now Alaska and claimed the land as their 
own. Instead of getting angry and fighting, the                         
Indigenous People simply responded, ‘If this is your 
land, where are your stories?’”   

 

I am so excited to be here to learn your stories both   
personal and those of your faith journeys. These stories 
will help me shape plans as we move forward together. I 
promise to never say “tell it to me in a nutshell.”                  
However, do feel free to say that to me. I can get carried 
away!  Just ask anyone who knows me well. 

 

Mardee  

Director of Children’s Ministries 

 

 

“In a Nutshell”  

Just last Sunday afternoon, a 
couple who live two streets 
over from us were taking a 
walk and stopped in our             
backyard to say hello. Within a 
sentence or two of their                     

greeting, Jill, the wife, revealed she had walked to our 
house deliberately to fulfill a promise she had made to 
her mother. Her mother, Nancy, remembered the               
essence of a children’s message I had given more than 20 
years ago. She recalled that it involved a walnut and she 
remembered the correct scripture verse but she could 
not remember the details. Nancy, who now lives in 
Madison, wanted to use the message with the adult                
Sunday School class she now teaches (at age 82, I might 
add!).  So, she asked Jill to ask me for the “whole story.”   

 

Here is what I told Jill: I begin by asking the children if 
they know what the phrase “in a nutshell” actually 
means. If they do not know, I explain that if someone 
goes on and on with details about something, say “tell 
me in a nutshell” and that means, tell me only as much as 
you could put inside the shell of a small nut. In other 
words, “tell me the most important part without all the 
details.”  I then hold up a walnut and tell them that the 
most important part of the story of the Bible is God’s 
love for all of us. I crack open the walnut and pull out a 
small piece of paper with the words of John 3:16 printed 
on it. I explain that God loves the world so much that 
God sent God’s only child to earth to show us how 
much God loves us and to show us how to love one               
another. As they learn all the stories of the Bible, they 
can study them using the nutshell verse to guide them in 
understanding the other stories.   

   

 +++++++++++++++++++++ 

The example above is the nutshell of what I believe 
should be the goal of children’s ministry. The essence of 
my ministry has been and continues to be to have                 
children be able to say as they grow up that they have 
never known a time when they did not know the love of 

Pentecost brought tongues of flame to Fellowship 
Hall and new art to our Sanctuary as Mardee led 
‘creative chaos’ 
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  MPC Says:  We’ve Been Found ‘Wanting’ This Summer—We Want YOU! 

Several of our church ministries have been suggesting we might want to add a “want ads” section to the Messenger.  Either 
that, or we’ll end up with one of those Uncle Sam-type posters all over the church with a photo of Baron pointing a finger 
at us.  So, in addition to our various outreach projects, here are some jobs the church needs to fill: 

 If you’ve been ordained as an elder in the Presbyterian Church and ARE NOT currently receiving requests to                        
volunteer to count the collection on Sunday mornings (at your convenience), please tell Lynsley Tyler 
(lynsley@bellsouth.net) so she can add you to the SignUp Genius list. Newcomers are always paired with experienced 
counters. 

 Are Twitter or Instagram or both your thing?  Our Communications team chair Daisy Ottmann would like to expand 
MPC’s reach on social media and could use some help with these platforms. You can reach her at 
dazette@bellsouth.net to discuss the possibilities. 

 Our Children’s Ministries only needs light help this summer, but Sunday morning volunteers are still definitely                         
required. Here’s the Signup Genius link: Summer Volunteers. 

 To have a friend, be a friend, right?  Our deacons are looking for First Friends for new members—and we have a 
whole new batch of those (see Milestones below). Let any deacon, especially Ibby Bailey 
(georgegbailey@bellsouth.net), know if you’d like to help carry Morningside hospitality one step further. 

 Here’s a job you can do at home and not even put on shoes. Get your church pledge up to date. This easiest way is to 
make it an automatic deduction from your checking account through the secure member link on our website. By the 
way, the church receives less than your full payment amount if you use a credit card. 

 Our Cooking Guild is a GO, chaffing it up in our church kitchen on the first and third Mondays of the month at 2 p.m. 
and at 6 p.m.—come whichever is convenient for you.  Products of the group effort which combines service with fun, 
include treats for our after-worship social time and dishes for our shelter outreach programs. No signups are required, 
but the guild could use some practical kitchen equipment.  Susan Oder (susan.oder@harrynorman.com) is your con-
tact.   

Morningside Milestones 

 Sunday double-header—on June 18, we not only accepted nine new members, we baptized one couple’s baby. 
Please extend a welcome to Bienfait and Georgine Kinumbe-Bauma, Neale and Courtney Nickels—whose                   
daughter Emmett Fleet received the sacrament of baptism, Will Owens, Erika Schenk, Knox and Kathleen                    
Wilmer, and Ken Yunker. For those who keep count, we now total 544 members. 

 Speaking of the Kinumbe-Bauma family, they will receive a car donated to the church by a member family as soon 
as Bienfait receives his driver’s license. In the meantime, they would appreciate rides to worship on Sundays.                 
Little Ezekial is especially fond of Sunday school. 

 Our heartiest wishes for happiness to Hannah Miller and Patrick Diaz, married in our sanctuary Saturday, June 17. 

 Our Hero Central Vacation Bible School and its more than 30 ‘heroic’ volunteers led by Emily Hylton and                   
Amanda Lewis served more than 70 youngsters this year. Meanwhile, both high school and middle school students 
from our Youth Group attended conferences in June at Montreat and Massanutten, VA respectively.  Thanks to 
Anna Miles, Mathew Frease, Leslie and Lloyd Prince and everyone else who made the youth trips a success.  

mailto:lynsley@bellsouth.net
mailto:dazette@bellsouth.net
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4DAEAA2AA6FE3-summer
mailto:georgegbailey@bellsouth.net
mailto:susan.oder@harrynorman.com


 

 

 

                                                      

     SPOTLIGHT ON MUSICAL MAGIC! 

Page 4 

Rehearsals, design collaboration and production planning are underway and 
igniting teamwork among singers, arrangers, musicians, architects, sculptors, 
painters, wardrobe designers and other volunteers from Morningside’s                    
congregation.  “When You Wish Upon a Star: Morningside Sings Musical 
Magic,” MPC’s fourth annual gala, will be presented Saturday, Aug. 19 at 7 
p.m. and again Sunday, Aug. 20 at 3 p.m.  Donations collected at the                         
performances will benefit MPC’s music programs and the greater community 
which Morningside serves.  

When planning this year’s production, Jonathan Crutchfield, Derek                       
Matthews and Jeff Peters were intent on 

selecting material that would include children, youth and adults and facilitate an 
intergenerational bonding experience.  Jeff  Peters says, “We featured children 
and teens in ‘Morningside Sings Rodgers and Hammerstein’ in 2016 and it was an 
extraordinary experience for cast and audience alike. When planning for this year, 
we had the notion of creating a production of Disney songs. Once we began                
poring over that incredibly dense, intensely loved catalog of music, we jumped at 
the opportunity. Almost any American life has been influenced by at least some of 
these songs. One might even say that the wealth of Disney music over the years 
has become a sort of soundtrack to our lives.  Just as the timeless songs of Kern, 
Gershwin and Rodgers have touched the hearts of generation after generation, so 
have these magical Disney classics.”  

The creative team chose the production’s title tune, “When You Wish Upon a 
Star,” with care, noting that it captures the essence of this annual Morningside 
Evangelism event—to create a performance of beautiful harmony and enable 
guests, families and friends to experience the warmth of our beautiful church 
home.   

This year we continue our tradition of inviting members to join our 2017 
Morningside Sings Patrons’ Circle.  Those contributing $100 or more are 
invited to a Patrons’ Reception on July 13 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the 
home of Greg Wolters and Jeff Adams (160 The Prado, 30309). You will 
be the first to preview select magical moments from this year’s                           
production. If you plan to attend the reception, please RSVP to                             
office@morningsidepc.org.  To make your tax-deductible contribution, 
you may write a check to Morningside Presbyterian Church with the 
memo “Morningside Sings” or donate online at www.morningsidepc.org.  
Click “Online Giving” and within the drop-down “select a fund” choose 
“Morningside Sings.”   

 

Dreaming... 

Wishing... 

Hoping... 

‘Wish Upon a Star’ Recreates Soundtrack to Our Lives 

mailto:office@morningsidepc.org
file:///C:/Users/Anna/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/MNL8GJAQ/www.morningsidepc.org.%20%20
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

  
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 1 
9 a.m. Women’s 
AA Meeting 
 
 

2 
8:30 a.m. Coffee and              
Conversation 
9:30 a.m. Faith Development 
10 a.m. Worship/                            
Communion/ Children’s 
Sunday School                
(PreK-Kinder) 
11 a.m. Fellowship 
4 p.m. Youth Committee                   
Meeting 

3 

9 a.m. MPP Camp 
12 p.m. Arts and 
Crafts Guild 
2 p.m. Cooking 
Guild 
6 p.m. Cooking 
Guild 
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society 
 
 

4 
 

Church Office 

Closed in                    

Observance of the 

4th of JUly 

 
 
 
 

5 
9 a.m. MPP Camp 
7 p.m. Wells Knitting 
Group 
 

6 
9 a.m. MPP Camp 
11 a.m. Yogasculpt 
12:30 p.m. Poetry 
Group 
6 p.m. Night Yoga 

 

 
 
 

7 
9 a.m. MPP Camp 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

8 
9 a.m. Women’s 
AA Meeting 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 
8:30 a.m. Coffee and              
Conversation 
9:15 a.m. Donut Days 
9:30 a.m. Faith Development 
10 a.m. Worship/ Children’s 
Sunday School (PreK-Kinder) 
11 a.m. Fellowship 
11:30 a.m. Deacon’s Meeting 

10 

9 a.m. MPP Camp 
7 p.m. 
MLPA/Mandolin 
Society 
 

       

 

11 
9 a.m. MPP Camp 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight          
Watchers 
 

12 
9 a.m. MPP Camp 
7 p.m. Wells Knitting 
Group 
 

13 
9 a.m. MPP Camp 
11 a.m. Yogasculpt 
12:30 p.m. Poetry 
Group 
6 p.m. Night Yoga 
 
 

         

14 
9 a.m. MPP Camp 
 
 

15 
9 a.m. Women’s 
AA Meeting/
Mommy & Me 
(offsite) 
 

16 
8:30 a.m. Coffee and              
Conversation 
9:15 a.m. Donut Days 
9:30 a.m. Faith Development 
10 a.m. Worship/Children’s 
Sunday School (PreK-Kinder) 
11 a.m. Fellowship 
11:30 a.m. Young Adult                 
Luncheon/RHO Readers 
 

17 
9 a.m. MPP Camp 
12 p.m. Arts and 
Crafts Guild 
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society 
 
 
 
 
 

18 

9 a.m. MPP Camp 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight                            
Watchers 
 
 
 
 

19 

7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
9 a.m. MPP Camp 
12 p.m. ICM Board 
Meeting 
7 p.m. Wells Knitting 
Group 
 
 
 
 

20 
9 a.m. MPP Camp 
11 a.m. Yogasculpt 
12:30 p.m. Third 
Thursday                      
Theological                 
Throwdown 
7 p.m. Youth     
Council Meeting 

21 
9 a.m. MPP Camp 

22 
9 a.m. Women’s 
AA Meeting 
5:30 p.m. Clifton 
Sanctuary 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
8:30 a.m. Coffee and              
Conversation 
9:15 a.m. Donut Days 
9:30 a.m. Faith Development 
10 a.m. Worship/Children’s 
Sunday School (PreK-Kinder) 

24 
9 a.m. MPP Camp 
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society/                   
Parliamentarians 
 
 

25 
9 a.m. MPP Camp 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight                 
Watchers 

26 
9 a.m. MPP Camp 
7 p.m. Wells Knitting 
Group 
 
 
 
 

27 

9 a.m. MPP Camp 
11 a.m. Yogasculpt 
2 p.m. Cooking 
Guild 
6 p.m. Cooking 
Guild/Night Yoga 

28 
9 a.m. MPP Camp 

29 
9 a.m. Women’s 
AA Meeting 

30 
8:30 a.m. Coffee and              
Conversation 
9:15 a.m. Donut Days 
9:30 a.m. Faith Development 
10 a.m. Worship/Children’s 
Sunday School (PreK-Kinder) 
11 p.m. Fellowship 
 

31 
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society 

     

JULY 2017 

The Kinumbe-Bauma family enjoys joining us, their family, on Sundays.  The                      
Sign-Up Genius has been updated to include dates this month.  Since the worship 
service changed to 10 a.m., the pick-up time will be 9:30 a.m.  Please consider                 
giving the Kinumbe-Bauma family a ride and helping them get to know one more 
member of their church community.   

http: www.signupgenius.com/go/409044ca5aa28a3ff2-rides 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/409044ca5aa28a3ff2-rides


 

 

Benefit with International Flair Celebrates Clarkston Community Center 
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With Morningside’s increasing ties to, and interest in, the refugee magnet-city of Clarkston, we’re offered a new                    
opportunity to support the work of the vibrant community center with a weekend of international food, drink and art. 
“Embrace the Future” will present an evening of entertainment and silent auction Friday, July 14, beginning at 6 p.m. 
and an arts-and-crafts live auction Saturday, July 15, starting at 11 a.m. and running until 5 p.m. at the Mason Fine 
Art Gallery in West Midtown. 

The Clarkston Community Center (a 501c3 organization) plays a vital role in the lives of refugees and longtime                  
residents of Clarkston. It is the city's gathering place and a center for arts, recreation and education. About 40,000 
refugees representing a wide diversity of ethnicities, homelands and religions come together with longtime Clarkston 
residents to form a community here. The Clarkston Community Center provides youth programming such as Dare to 
Be Aware, summer camp, and The Clarkston Global Academy, adult education classes including English as a Second 
Language, senior programming, and a community garden and food pantry.  

Elder Susan Oder commented, “My husband Tom and I will be there both Friday evening and Saturday afternoon to                   
support this initiative. It would be fun to have a big contingent of Morningsiders stop by.” 

The entrance fee on Friday is $25 and the Saturday event is free. All donations are tax-deductible and 100 percent of 
the proceeds go to the community center. To provide additional support, make your check payable to The Clarkston                      
Community Center and send it to Mason Fine Art, 415 Plaster Avenue NE, Atlanta 30324. To donate online, please                
visit www.clarkstoncommunitycenter.org, click on GET INVOLVED, and then click on Embrace the Future. 

Mommy and Me is a highly respected non-profit literacy program for refugee                                                  
mothers, distinguished  from other literacy programs is that they also offer child 
care/enrichment for the children of the mothers while they are at the program; 
hence the name.   

Recently the program received a sizable grant from the Goizueta Foundation which helped them secure an additional              
location to accommodate the great demand for the program. Adjacent to Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church, the 
new space will pay rent to MDPC. Part of the terms of the grant is to use volunteers to renovate the building, a                 
former pre-school. St. Luke's Presbyterian has contributed countless hours of service so far, as have several other 
churches. 

MPC’s Mommy and Me project on a Saturday, July 15 will be priming and painting the wood-paneled entryway and 
replacing the ceiling tiles, and, with enough volunteers, painting a classroom as well. Our new member Bienfait          
Kinumbe-Bauma has already enthusiastically volunteered to help paint. His wife Georgine and their children will     
attend Mommy and Me classes.   

But Wait!  There’s More…. 

Two other opportunities to extend a hand are coming up this month. Throughout July, we’ll be conducting a                        
Backpack Drive to help children in among our outreach partners get ready for school. Watch for specifics of what’s 
needed to bring to the Welcome Center collection point. Also, our monthly Saturday dinner for the 30 men served 
by Clifton Shelter Ministries is coming up July 22. Sign up to bring a dish! 

Painters  Wanted for  Workday to Spruce Up Home of Mommy and Me Literacy Project 

http://www.clarkstoncommunitycenter.org/
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Your Session at Work:  June 19 Meeting 
(Find a complete list of our church officers, their committee          
assignments and church staff at http://www.morningsidepc.org /
leaders.  Session minutes, once approved, are on file and available for 
review in the church office.) 

 Strategic Planning Ministries Chair Jeff Peters said the 
team is on schedule to present the final version of the 
next three-year plan in late September.  Before that 
happens, all church staff and officers, plus                 
members of the congregation who’d like a preview, 
will have opportunities to read and comment upon the 
plan. Stay tuned for the dates later this summer. 

 The church’s revised Child Protection Policy is now in 
the implementation phase. Everyone who works with 
our younger children will be asked to become familiar 
with the provisions and sign an acknowledgment form. 

 The Facilities Committee is continuing work on the 
Fellowship Hall renovation, as well as following up on 
glitches in the newly installed sound and                          
air-conditioning systems. 

 Two things to note about our after-church social time. 
More attendees seem to be enjoying it who don’t              
normally go downstairs to Fellowship Hall—we hope 
this will become a regular part of their Sunday routine 
once Fellowship Hall reopens.  Also, we hope the 
summer trend toward simpler refreshments will             
continue, so that what was never intended to be a 
daunting task stays that way. 

 You will have an opportunity to get to know—or at 
least recognize—members of Session as they will be 
taking turns sharing the Concerns of the Church with 
Baron during worship. 

 It’s good news when things are moving along so 
smoothly that Session can cancel its mid-summer 
meeting.  That being the case, Session won’t meet in 
July.       
       
     Daisy Ottmann 
     Clerk of Session 

The Fellowship Hall creative team - Facilities Chair David Mogge, 
Adrienne Mogge, Brent Drone and Susan Oder - revealed plans during a 
recent social hour. 

Dive Deeper into Summer Sermon Topics Through Lectio Divina 

Lectio Divina (Latin for “Divine Reading”) is a traditional Benedictine practice of scriptural reading, meditation and prayer intended to 
promote communion with God and to increase the knowledge of God's word. During a session, the practitioner listens to the text of 
the Bible with the “ear of the heart,” as if he or she is in conversation with God, and God is suggesting the topics for discussion. Lectio 
Divina includes moments of reading (lectio), reflecting on (meditatio), responding to (oratio) and resting in (contemplatio) the word of 
God with the aim of nourishing and deepening one's relationship with the divine. Lectio Divina is unlike reading the Bible for edification 
or encouragement and praying the scriptures in common. 

You’re invited to explore Lectio Divina with other learners Sunday mornings at 9:25 in Room 201 as a volunteer leads a contemplation 
of the day’s lectionary topics which form the basis of the readings and sermon presented during worship. 

http://www.morningsidepc.org%20/leaders
http://www.morningsidepc.org%20/leaders


 

 

Prayer Concerns  

Members of our community have asked for individual prayer. To be on the prayer list—public or private—use prayer 
cards found in the pew racks or speak with Baron. Morningside Messenger will carry the list from the most recent weekly 
Life@ insert: Anna Best, Bradway family, Sue Blouin, Patricia Boyko, Andrew Brady, Anne Burnside, Ann Coffey, Richard 

Ezell, Farmer/Mann family, Sandra Fortson, Walter Gilbert, Ann Herndon, Billy Jones, Friends and relatives of Linda Johnson, 
Klotz family, Betty Lynn Lambert, Jan McMahan, Ted McMahan, Michael Morgan, Lin Parker, Ray family, Bev Reed, Beth 
Klotz Von Seggern, Marlie Ann Senf, Mary Turner, Waltemath-Lewicki family, Wells family, Dr. Nathaniel West, Evelyn 
Wimberly, John Young. 
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BackWords 

Not So Many Words This Time—Enjoy Some VBS Pictures 

1 David Terry  

1 Matthew Caudill 

1 Cindy Humphries 

1 Will Grant 

2 Charles Woolley 

3 Allison Lee 

4 Meg                   
Samuels 

6 Mary Hardy 
Holaway 

6 Frank 
Hofland 

6 Lee Anne Sapp 

7 Mac Barnette 

9 Marshall Hunter 

10 Caroline Bell 

11 Roland Behm 

12 Susan Oder 

12 Tom Oder 

13 Blair Myers 

13 Brianna LeGate-
Selness 

13 Erik Selness 

13 Anderson Kimball 

15 Ellen Brown Landers 

16 Anna Bradway 

16 Isabella Sudduth 

17 Casey Durden 

17 Mark Cochran 

18 Sophie Ryan 

20 Collier Maxwell 

21 Annie Moon Davis 

21 Jeb Davis 

23 Diana Cochran 

23 Joseph Green 

24 Doug Scribner 

25 Anthony Owens 

25 Mark Johnson 

25 Laura Fillyaw 

25 Taylor Morton 

26 Bill Bell 

26 Nick Bremer 

27 Cameron McIntosh 

28 Kimberly Nuckols 

28 Elizabeth Fairleigh 

29 Meghan Pauls  

30 Bridget Johns 

30 David Batchelor 

30 Leigh Gobbel 

31 Emilee Terry 

31 Amy Jensen 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s strong love makes us all heroes–some of 
the more than 70 kids at this year’s Vacation 
Bible School form a ‘hug train’ and let their 
inner heroes out into the fresh air. 


