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June 2015 
Worship at Morningside 

 
June 7, 2015 

Baron Mullis preaching 
“Naked and Afraid” 

Texts: Genesis 3:8-15; 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 
The sacrament of communion will be celebrated. 

Handbell Choir 
 
 

June 14, 2015 
Drew Stockstill preaching 
“A Kingdom of Native Flora” 

Texts: Ezekiel 17:22-24; Mark 4:26-34 
 
 

June 21, 2015 
Baron Mullis preaching 
“Going to the Other Side” 

Texts: Mark 4:35-41; 1 Samuel 17:57-18:5; 18:10-16 
 
 

June 28, 2015 
Baron Mullis preaching 

“Mourning For What Was Not” 
Texts: 2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27; 2 Corinthians 8:7-15 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers,  
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Elder on Call 
 

Eleanor Attwood  May 31-June 6 
Jeff Peters   June 7-13 

Van Jensen   June 14-20 
Hillery McNeill  June 21-27 
Rob Payne   June 28-July 4 

 

Deacon on Call 
 

Anthony Owens  May 31-June 6 
Nathan Zook   June 7-13 

Sanda Means   June 14-20 
Cindy Humphries  June 21-27 
Philip Hawkins  June 28-July 4 

One of the things that I most 
love at Morningside is that we 
make being welcoming a part 
of our identity.   
 

It is a biblical value – hospitality – and it is written all over 
the pages of the Old and New Testaments. So important is 
the value of hospitality in the Bible that I am told that in 
ancient times, if your enemy showed up and asked you for 
hospitality, you were under obligation to provide it – and 
even more, if your friend showed up chasing your enemy, 
you were obliged to defend that enemy for as long as he or 
she remained in your household. The subtext is that you 
never knew when you might be the one needing hospitality.   
 

Yes, being a welcoming congregation is so much a part of 
who we are.  But may I press on that a little?  I want to be 
sure we don’t ever get self-congratulatory about just how 
welcoming we are without very quickly asking that age-old 
set of questions: Who’s not here?  Why?  And, perhaps most 
importantly, What are we going to do about it?  That last one, 
What are we going to do about it—that is the challenge, isn’t 
it? 
 

The question “What are we going to do about it?” asks a deep-
er question: what are we willing to do about it? 
 

What are we willing to do differently in order to be sure 
that there is a place for everyone?  Some solutions are easi-
er than others – for those who are physically disabled, we 
make changes to the building to make it easier to navigate a 
wheelchair.  We offer scholarships for anything the church 
offers that costs money so that we can be economically 
inclusive.  I’m not chiefly concerned about what we’re 
doing well as I am with where we might have room to im-
prove, to more fully live into our calling to be a place of 
deep hospitality and welcome.   
 

I don’t have answer to all of these questions right off the 
top of my head – it was just something I was thinking 
about while I was at Presbytery this morning and I heard a 
speaker say that what young adults want is “to know that 
unmarried people are seen as just as valuable as couples 

and families.”  It got me thinking and I hope maybe you are 
thinking about it also.   
 

One of the things I hear the most often when I ask others 
what they love about Morningside is that it’s a place of deep 
welcome. So I invite you to consider the questions alongside 
me: Who is not here? Why? What are we willing to do 
about it?   
 

Consider it for our church. Consider it for your own life.   
 

Shalom,  
       
 
Baron   

 

Put On A Blue Robe And Sing! 

Organist/Choirmaster Mason Copeland invites you to 
join our Chancel Choir on Sunday, June 14. We’ll 
rehearse Wednesday, June 10, from 7:30 to 8:15 
p.m., then meet at the church Sunday morning at 
9:30 to get ready for worship. Tell Mason 
(masoncopeland@morningsidepc.org)  you’d like to 
sing.  
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Morningside Milestones 
 

• So many people to congratulate and thank in connection with Morningside Sings Jule Styne, our second an-
nual musical gala.  But a special salute to Nancy Coomes and her team for the stunning reception afterwards 
on a perfect evening on our patio.  Pulling from the theme of the gala, the reception—“I’ve Had These Foods 
Before”—offered tastes of the most popular dishes of the ‘40’s and ‘50’s.  Such creativity in our midst! 

• Welcome the newest additions to our membership rolls:  Beth Fain, Denton and Laura King, Adrienne 
Mogge, and Daniel and Magan Ward. With these new Morningsiders, our membership total stands at 502. 

• Wide smiles all around greeted our newest baptized Christians—the Johnson-Rogers children Jason, Benja-
min, Austin, Emma and Clara May 10. 

• Did you read Roland Behm’s guest editorial in the May 16 edition of the AJC?  Besides leading our adult out-
reach trips, Roland’s heart is for suicide prevention and his piece detailed improvements in Georgia to train 
school personnel to recognize and get help for young persons  

• We grieve with Lloyd and Leslie Prince on the death of Lloyd’s mother, Catherine Lucas Prince, May 13, on 
St. Croix.  

eloquent words overwhelmed me.  MPC Choir and Ma-
son, I LOVED the music and thanks for letting me choose 
the last hymn:)  Thank you also for allowing me a few 
minutes to share my gratitude. 
 

-The lunch was fabulous.  Thanks to many volunteers led 
by Lisa Jern and Vickie Hunter.  Having Carter Rude per-
form was just perfect.  As a young child told her mom, it 
was "the best anniversary party she'd ever attended!" 
 

- Throughout the last few weeks, many of you have 
shared kind words by email, cards and in person and 
when I sat down Sunday afternoon after all the festivities 
to read even more cards and enjoy pictures of children 
and drawn by children from the beautiful memory basket, 
I was moved to tears.  THEN I opened the enve-
lope containing the love offering.  The generosity 
you have shown me as a congregation combined into an 
amazing amount and I am truly grateful.  I have already 
deposited it straight into my savings, but will know as I 
depart for Arizona that I can treat myself on my trav-
els.  Thank you very much. 
 

   - Sincerely, Melinda   

Melinda Sandkam Says, ‘Thanks for the Thanks!’   
I don't know where to begin to express my gratitude for 
the loving celebration that surrounded me in the last 10 
weeks to honor my tenth year here at Morningside.  I 
tried to share my thanks in worship and then there were 
more wonderful things to thank for that day.  I've tried to 
thank every individual that gave me something, but I 
know there are many, many, many more involved whose 
names don't show up anywhere, so here goes at my best 
attempt to make sure that EVERYONE hears my word 
of appreciation, because I really do mean every one of 
them. 
 

- Baron and Human Resources, thank you for coming up 
with a fun 10-week celebration.  It was like celebrating a 
birthday again and again.  Many thanks to every person 
who offered very personal and thoughtful gifts that 
showed me how well you all knew me - travel money, 
time with friends eating lots of delicious meals, flowers, 
bubbly, spa certificates, enjoying gardens, membership at 
High Museum, Braves game - with Timothy Miller sing-
ing in seventh-inning stretch! 
 

- The recognition during May 17’s worship was incredi-
bly touching and Joanna Adams's and Eleanor Attwood's 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society 
 

 
 

2 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 
11 a.m. Yoga  
2:15 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7:30 p.m. MLPA 
Zoning 

3 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

4 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. 
MPP Camp 
11 a.m. Weights to 
the Oldies 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

5 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 

 
 

 

6 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 
 

7    
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment Classes 
11 a.m. Worship /Com-
munion 
12 noon Fellowship 
 

8 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society 
7:30 p.m. MLPA  
 

9 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 
11 a.m. Yoga  
2:15 p.m. Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Preschool 
Committee 
 

10 
9 a.m.—12 noon 
VBS Workday 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

 
 

11 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. 
MPP Camp 
11 a.m. Weights to 
the Oldies 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

12 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 
7 p.m. Couples Group 

 
 
 

13 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 
9 a.m.—4 p.m. VBS Setup 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment Class 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon Fellowship 
12:15 p.m. Deacon’s 
Meeting 
2—5 p.m. VBS Setup 
5:30 p.m. Meditation 
Group 
6 p.m. Journey 

15 
8:45 a.m.—12 noon 
VBS 
7 p.m. Session; Mando-
lin Society 
 

16 
8:45 a.m.—12 noon 
VBS 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
 

17 
7 a.m. Men’s Break-
fast 
8:45 a.m.—12 noon 
VBS 
12 noon First Annual 
MPC Golf Classic 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 
 
 

18 
8:45 a.m.—12 noon 
VBS 
11 a.m. Weights to 
the Oldies 
12:30 p.m. Third 
Thursday Theology 
7:30 p.m. Handbells 
Choir 
 
 
 

19 
8:45 a.m.—12 noon 
VBS and Closing Cele-
bration 
1 p.m.—3 p.m. VBS 
Cleanup 
 

 
 

20 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 
9 a.m.—4 p.m. VBS Final 
Cleanup 
 

21 
FATHER’S DAY 

Youth Mission Trip 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment Class 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon Fellowship 
1 p.m. RHO Readers 
 

 
 
 

22 
Youth Mission Trip 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 
7 p.m. Parliamentari-
ans; Mandolin Society 

23 
Youth Mission Trip 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
 
 
 

24 
Youth Mission Trip 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

25 
Youth Mission 
Trip 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. 
MPP Camp 
11 a.m. Weights to 
the Oldies 
5—8 p.m. Food 
Trucks 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

26 
Youth Mission Trip 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 

27 
Youth Mission Trip 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 
5:30 p.m. Clifton Sanctuary 
 

28 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment Class 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon Fellowship 
 
 
 

29 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society 

30 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Camp 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
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Your Session at Work:  May 18 Meeting 
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• Session approved curriculum for our children’s Sunday 
classes through summer and into fall.  The major change 
is that elementary-age students will use the summer se-
ries “Awesome Adventures” and in the fall be taught 
from the new PC(USA) materials, “Growing in Grace & 
Gratitude”. 

• As the school year ends and Youth Group suspends for 
the summer, our youth wrote down their reflections on 
the past year and hopes for the program next year.  
Comments were uniformly positive and even asked for 
more Bible focus, as well as a split between high school 
and middle school students. 

• Look for a prettier campus as the gardens and grounds 
subcommittee of Facilities plans a workday June 6. 

• Our Finance chairs Will Barnette and Alex Page noted 
that our expected pledge payments are running behind 
by about $38,000 through April.  We remind members 
to keep their pledges up during the summer months, 
since expenses occur year round. 

• Human Resources members updated Session on our 
open positions: 

�The search committee for the children’s 
choir director committee should have a candi-
date recommendation to bring before the next 
Session meeting. 

�We had 25 viable candidates for the Morn-
ingside Preschool Director position.  Six ad-
vanced to telephone interviews and four final-
ists will be interviewed in person by the time 
you read this. 
�We should start receiving resumes for the 
Director of Children’s Ministries position 
about now. (See the story on Page 6.) 

• The adult Faith Development group began a six-week 
series on Islam and Christianity May 31—it’s not too 
late to come join the discussion on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. 
in Room 201.  This summer there will be a congrega-
tional survey about our small groups—past, present and 
future.  We’re investigating bringing back the weeknight 
forums, with panels on topics such as the death penalty. 

• For Evangelism, Jeff Peters announced that we received 
$2,768 in donations from the musical gala.  The funds 
will be split between Mission and Music ministries. 

• Our deacons will have a retreat in June, led by Elder 
Rob Payne.  They will focus on building one-to-one spir-
itual development skills. 

• We’re THAT CLOSE to reaching our $1.5 million goal 
for Standing and Serving for Generations. No pledge amount 
is too small to put us over the top, so don’t wait any 
longer.  Pledge now!            - Daisy Ottmann, Clerk 

 

Prayer Concerns...Members of our community have asked for individual prayer. To be on the prayer list—public or pri-
vate—use prayer cards found in the pew racks or speak with Baron. Morningside Messenger will carry the list from the most recent 
weekly Life@ insert:  Grace Bittick, Baby Burkhalter, Georgiana Burnside, Bob Coomes, Connie Crowley, Sandra Crawford, 
Mary Edwards, Angela Frampton, Hamilton Family, Ann Herndon, Penny Hill, Finley Holaway, Baby Vivian Lutz, Sue Lutz, 
Kaitlin Andry, Melanie Donnelly, Ellen Hardeman, Ron and Ann Reggio, Peggy Johnson Smith, Warren Johnson, Sr., Vicky 
Langford, Rhett Laurens, Jan McMahan, Jason, Joullian, Isaac, and Noah Mitchell; Marilyn Neforas,  Betty Ray, Anne and Nate 
Reid, Marta and Katy Ringenberg-Means, Linda and Mike Robinson, Lawson Rucker, Greg and Mary Ann Smith and family, 
Kent Smith, John Vytal, Doreen Waugaman, and Lincoln Weis.         

1 Anna Best  

1 Lisa Harris  

1 Jill Davis  

1 Athalie White 

2 Mary Johnson  

5 Betty Treschitta 

5 Jackson Markovic 

8 Joanna Irwin  

8 Bill Humphries  

8 Kyle Behm  

9 Holly Greene  

9 Ben Samuels   

10 Carrie Brandon  

10 David Bothwell  

10 Sarah Tomaka  

11 Anne Barnette  

13 Kathy Bremer  

14 Temple Elliott  

14 Roy Simpson  

14 Lynsley Tyler  

15 Rebecca Stewart  

17 Carol Southwood  

17 Martin Dunlap  

18 Graham Lewis  

18 Ken Sharpe   

19 Rich Boggs   

20 John Keller    

21 Margaret Hofland  

21 Valerie Baginski  

22 Jennifer Powell  

22 John Hawkins  

23 Elaine Tomkinson  

24 Herb Grodemange  

24 Amy Millard 

25 James Attwood 

25 Keith Blount 

26 Kent Balch  

27 Daniel Ward 

27 Patty Mosley 

28 Andy Anderson 

28 Mary Michael 

29 Lloyd Prince 

29 Bart Engram  

30 Denton King 
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1411 N. Morningside Dr., NE, Atlanta, Georgia 30306 

telephone 404.876.7396; fax 404.876.2494 

www.morningsidepc.org 

Designing a new full-time job from the ground up isn’t 
easy.  Fortunately, when MPC voted to create a position to 
lead children’s ministries here, we could draw from a team 
with expertise in children’s education, human resources, 
faith development and hands-on parenting.  Furthermore, 
the team headed by Elder Ellen Brown Landers spent hours 
researching comparable jobs and soliciting input through-
out our church family.  With Session’s approval in May, 
the Director of Children’s Ministries job description is 
now beginning to circulate among potential candidates.  
You can find it on the homepage of our website.   

Session Approves DCM Job Description; Candidate Search Begins 
If you or someone you know might fill this position, we’re 
taking applications now.  The preferred candidate will 
have a degree in Christian education or other educational 
area, with a seminary or other advanced degree, with 
hands-on experience in creating and directing children’s 
ministry programs a strong plus. Applications should go to 
directorsearch@morningsidepc,org. 
 

Working with Ellen on the search committee are Carrie 
Branon, Claire Burke,Tom Daniel, Kelly Garrison, Ian 
Irwin, Kim Nuckols and Tara Parrish. 

Seminarians Flock to Morningside  
Not to become big-headed or anything, but here’s some 
more proof that our church enjoys a great reputation:  
seminary students come knocking for a chance to intern 
with us.  Beginning with the fall term, we’ll be blessed 
with not one, not two, but three students lending us their 
time and talents while getting direct experience in all as-
pects of parish ministry. 

We’ll welcome from Columbia Theological Seminary Bar-
rett Payne and Sarah Smith, plus Anna Miles from the Can-
dler School of Theology at Emory University.  They’ll be 
with us from September through May, at no cost to MPC.  
Each will work directly in rotation with Baron, Drew and 
Melinda.  Peter Cobb will head up the oversight commit-
tees for these interns.  If you’d like to serve on one of these 
advisory groups, contact Peter or Baron. 

Help Send VBS Youngsters ‘Around the World’ 
Now that June’s here, you can check your availability to 
provide some desperately needed hours to fill open slots to 
make our Vacation Bible School mornings June 15-19 run 
smoothly.   
1. Snacks!  With 51 attendees, there’re a lot of little 
mouths to feed.  If you can’t spend time helping at the 
church, you can always pull ‘snack slips’ from the display 
board in the Welcome Center and bring the required items 
to the Fellowship Hall kitchen by noon, June 14. 
2. More snacks!  We need some helpers to serve those 
snacks—prepping, serving, cleaning up. 

3. Caring for sibs!  Kids too young for VBS but whose 
parents are volunteering need caregivers in the nursery. 
Travel!  As our VBSers go “Around the World” via train, 
plane, boat and space shuttle, they’ll need suitcases.  If you 
can loan a piece of luggage, label it and drop in off in 
Room 003 by June 14. 
And stay tuned for more opportunities to serve our kids as 
we prep for Mission Camp in July….. 
 

 


