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Worship at Morningside 

 

June 5, 2016 

Baron Mullis preaching  

“When the Meal is Running Out”   

1 Kings 17:17-24; Luke 7:11-17 

 

June 12, 2016 

Baron Mullis preaching 

“When your Sins are Many.” 

Samuel 11:26-12:10,13-15; Luke 7:36-8:3 
 

 

June 19, 2016 

Baron Mullis preaching 

“When Jezebel is Chasing you” 

1 Kings 19:1-15; Galatians 3:23-29  
 

 

June 26, 2016 

Baron Mullis preaching 

“When You Say You Will Follow”  

Luke 9:51-62; 1 Kings 19:15-16,19-21 
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during the week are donating items from the Wish List, 
doing at-home projects and preparation, and helping 
transform the campus into a beach scene on Sunday, 
June 12, after worship.  

This summer, VBS will offer intergenerational ministry 
for children, youth and adults. Going into the week, it 
always seems as though volunteers are sacrificing their 
time and energy for the sake of the children’s            
enjoyment and safety. This summer I promise that    
everyone who engages in this program will feel the   
impact of being the hands and feet of Christ. Everyone 
has the opportunity to form a special friendship, hear a 
Bible story in a new way, or sing with complete joy, all 
while learning just how amazing our God’s love is.  

This is a rare opportunity to help children form their 
faith. During this week the children will spend eighteen 
hours absorbed in the Bible! That is more than most of 
them (and some of us) will get all year. Therefore, it is 
imperative that we make the most of these hours with 
them. This is so much more than just ‘summer camp’ 
because it is an opportunity for discipleship that we   
only get once a year. Children need these foundations 
of faith that they can build on throughout their lives.  

I am looking forward to my first summer at          
Morningside Presbyterian Church, and to watching the 
ministry of Vacation Bible School unfold.  

Blessings, 

Sarah Kate 
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June marks the beginning of 
my ninth month here at 
Morningside Presbyterian 
Church.  

Last fall, we hosted three “Children’s Ministry          
Listening Sessions.” Through those conversations it was 
clear that there is energy and commitment for         
children’s ministry and that parents and volunteers 
were eager to see enhancements made to the already 
successful programs for children and families. One of 
the programs that was celebrated was Vacation Bible 
School. 

Last summer, we were blessed with 50 children at VBS. 
How wonderful! VBS is a long-standing tradition in the 
Presbyterian Church—many of us have fond memories 
of the excitement of our church being   transformed 
into an entirely different environment for a week—but 
we  wanted to do more: We wanted to reach even 
more of the families of MPC and MPP to provide a 
ministry to preschool and elementary-aged children for 
a week during the summer. 

More than just the Surf Shack theme will be new to 
MPC this summer. 85 children will be coming to VBS 
this summer, making this our largest VBS yet. This will 
be our largest VBS yet. More than 50 youth and adult      
volunteers are also registered to help on various days  
during the week. A group of eight incredible volunteers 
have been working with me as the VBS Leadership 
Team since February on planning the various aspects 
and activities that will go into the week. The rotation 
model of Bible storytelling, music, crafts, recreation, 
group leading, and snack preparation will all be        
completely volunteer run. It is going to be a huge           
undertaking, but this congregation is already stepping 
up to the challenge.  Individuals who can’t volunteer 
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Morningside Milestones 

 Have you met our new members?  We’re welcoming more on June 5 (let Baron know if you’d like to be one of them), 
but on April 24 our family was joined by Richard Ezell and Michael Morgan, Ann Marie and Joe Knezevich, Anna Mary 
Smith, Jane McRae and Andreas Dopheide.  Be sure to introduce yourself when you see them. 

 As a community, we thank Sarah Smith and Anna Miles, our interns who finished their work with us in May, but we 
hope to see them often in worship.  Anna, who is now a member at Morningside, is off to Singapore for a summer study 
abroad. 

 A long-time backbone of our church community, Polly Parker, entered the Church Triumphant in mid-May, with her 
memorial service held May 21.  We offer our condolences to her family and many friends. 

 We rejoice with our members Katie and Marta—to say nothing of proud grandparents Bill and Sanda Means on the birth 
of their daughter Ida Josephine Ringenberg Means on May 20 in Louisville. 

 Got preschoolers?  Morningside Presbyterian Preschool offers a week-by-week camp for five summer weeks.  Get details 
by following the MPP links on our website (www.morningsidepc.org) or email Melinda Sandkam at 
mpp@morningsidepc.org.  By the way, we congratulate the 26 students and their parents who graduated from MPP 
May 20. 

Committee (APNC) which will be presented to the    
congregation for approval. 

Our senior pastor is confident we’ll have no lack of     
applicants. “Morningside has a superb reputation not only 
in our Presbytery, but denomination-wide,” Baron notes. 
"Our challenge will be to pick the candidate with the 
greatest passion for developing our youth in community 
and in faith.” 

Also important to the transition will be finding a new  
associate youth director, preferably a seminarian who will 
stay with our kids for more than one year.  Landon 
Dillard filled that role for three years—and has already 
received a call to fill the role of Associate Pastor for 
Youth at Oakland Avenue Presbyterian Church in Rock 
Hill, SC. 

Baron says, “Change always offers challenges but it also 
offers opportunities for growth. Morningside enjoys a 
tradition of adapting and finding new ways to serve God 
and each other. We love Drew and Ellen and we         
celebrate with them as they grow in their careers. I know 
we can count on everyone’s support and hard work as we 
pursue new opportunities going forward.”  

       When Is Happy News Sad News?  Great Opportunities Affect Our Staff 

As a church family, we rejoice with Dr. Ellen Stockstill as 
she moves from her teaching fellowship at Georgia Tech 
to a tenure-track faculty appointment at Penn State    
University. Sadly for us, it means not only saying      
goodbye-for-now to Ellen, but also to our Associate   
Pastor Drew and their daughter Lydia Grace, whose   
entire life so far has been before our eyes.  

MPC’s Human Resources Committee immediately began 
planning for transition. Rob Payne will lead a group 
working with staff, as well as the Youth and Families, 
Deacons, Mission and Faith Development ministries 
teams to redefine an associate clergy position that will 
emphasize expanding and deepening youth programming, 
while assuring progress in other arenas gets needed     
attention. The youth themselves, parents and other     
interested groups will also have an opportunity to express 
their needs and opinions. 

Drew will be with us at least well into July and will    
continue to lead the youth trip to North Georgia and  
other activities for which he’s committed.  

After considering several options, the HR team and    
Session agreed the most attractive solution will be to call 
another full-time associate. Rob’s task-force work will 
begin that process.  

Our Officer Nominating Committee will develop a slate 
of members for an Associate Pastor Nominating       
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  Editorial:  Mission Ministries Pauses to Think About…Morningside’s Mission 

If you have ever been on a committee—and if you’ve been 
a member of a Presbyterian Church for very long, surely 
you’ve been on at least one committee—you know the 
drill. You’re busy with not only the day-to-day decisions 
(“How do we get sign-ups to host the after-worship social 
hours?”) but also tasks that are a little further out (“What 
kind of activities are we going to offer kids at the retreat?”). 
You’re grateful if every sub-committee has a chairperson.  
Or you’re planning a large, ‘all hands on deck’ event, the 
Easter Egg Hunt, or decorating the church for Advent and 
Christmas, for example. 

There’s hardly ever time to drop back and think. Or we 
expect our clergy and staff to set our priorities. Our      
Mission Ministries team decided toward the end of last year 
that our time-honored and time-worn approaches just 
weren’t good enough. The team, led by elders Jack Klotz 
and Tony Fishpaw, working with Associate Pastor Drew 
Stockstill, has spent the time since the first of the year  
praying, investigating and considering what “mission” 
means—or should mean—at MPC. 

As an active (some might say hyperactive) member here for 
more than 20 years, I’ve built and rehabbed homes in     
Atlanta and New Orleans, I’ve cooked and served food with 
our homeless shelter partners, I’ve spent the night at      
Rebecca’s Tent, I’ve marched against hunger and I’ve 
bought more diapers, underwear, pajamas, canned goods, 
school supplies, gift cards, mittens and other necessities 
than I can count. But I have to admit I’ve never considered 
if my efforts and those of the rest of our church community 
were the right things to be doing. 

We’ve recently finished working on our seventeenth     
Habitat home. For many of us, the almost-annual Habitat 
build is the highlight of our service year. But have you ever 

wondered whether the approximately $8,000 we spend to 
participate in that outreach, which benefits one family, is 
the best use of our money?  It well may be, but it seems 
worthwhile to ask the question and to discern faithfully 
whether the choices we’ve made and continued are the best 
ways Morningside can carry out what God wants us to be 
doing in the world. 

One concept the Mission team is wrestling with is called 
Floodlight or Spotlight. Should MPC spread our resources 
over many ministries or focus on a few?  Is it either/or, or 
some blend?  In fact, most decisions fall somewhere on a 
continuum:  Helping near at home or far away?  Giving  
financial support or fostering personal involvement?       
Financial needs of the mission program or effective work of 
the mission program? And here’s a big one that might cause 
some individual discomfort: what we can give versus what 
we can get out of it? 

We as a congregation have said we’re a transformative 
church.  So, is it our purpose to transform lives or to meet 
needs in our community and the world? As our Mission 
Ministries team works through these vital questions, 
they’ve set goals to identify who we are in service as a    
congregation, to increase participation among our       
members, incorporate more mission orientation into    
worship—and do a better job of telling our mission stories 
among ourselves. We stoke mission involvement over the 
long haul through excitement, compassion and personal 
relationships.  Just hearing about the team’s approach     
excites me. I invite you to join me in praying for them as 
they continue their work of discernment, set up their     
mission statement and come up with ways to execute our 
goals. And expect to hear more about mission at MPC. 

                                                                  --Daisy Ottmann 
 

Prayer Concerns 
Members of our community have asked for individual prayer. To be on the prayer list—public or private—use prayer 

cards found in the pew racks or speak with Baron. Morningside Messenger will carry the list from the most recent weekly 

Life@ insert: Jill Aleong, Glenn and Rita Balzer (Lloyd Prince’s friends), Felecia Binns, Connie Crowley (Hugh Bell’s sister-in-
law), Hamilton family (friends of the Nuckols), Walter Gilbert (Patrick Gilbert's father), Ann Herndon (Will’s mother), Penny 
Hill (Executive Presbyter), friends and relatives of Linda Johnson: Kaitlin Andry, Melanie Donnelly, Ellen Hardeman, Ron and 
Ann Reggio, Peggy Johnson Smith, Warren Johnson, Sr., Timothy Johnson (Hugh Bell’s friend), Annette Lowery (David   
Lowery’s mother), Marcy Meredith, Jan McMahan, Judy Neal, Marilyn Neforas (Hugh Bell’s friend), Anthony Owens, Lin  
Parker (friend of Nancy Coomes), Karen Peterson and family (friend of Daisy Ottmann), Betty Ray, Peter Regnault (Phil    
Regnault’s father), Bus and Carmen Ryan (Tyler Ryan’s parents), Ed Sanders (Holly Greene’s stepfather), Carlene Sauer (Kasey 
and Stephanie Libby’s family member), Helen and Charles Schroder, Jim Scullin (cousin of Daisy Ottmann), Kent Smith (Hugh 
Bell’s friend), Kathie Stephens (Lester Morris’ aunt), George Tate, Rhonda Tebbenkamp and family (relatives of the Behms), 
John Vytal (Katye Watts’ father), Marty Wender (Phil Regnault’s friend), John Young. 
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 1  
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

2 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

 
 

3 
 

 
 

4 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 

10 a.m. Choral Concert 
Dress Rehearsal 

5    
9:30 a.m. Coffee &  
Conversation 
9:45 a.m. Faith          
Development Class/New 
Members Class 
11 a.m. Worship / Com-
munion 
12 noon Fellowship 
Dinner 
3 p.m. Youth 
4 p.m. Choral Concert 

6 
12 p.m. Arts and Crafts 
Guild 
7 p.m. Mandolin   
Society 
 

7 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson Tai 
Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. MLPA Zoning 
 
 

8 
10 a.m. Body    
Sculpting 

 

 
 

9 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 
 
 

10 
7 p.m. Couples Group 

 
 
 

11 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12 
9:30 a.m. Coffee &   
Conversation 
9:45 a.m. Faith          
Development Class 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon Fellowship 
12:30 p.m. Deacons 
6 p.m. Journey 
 
 

 

13 
9 a.m. Vacation Bible 
School 
7 p.m. Mandolin  
Society 
7:30 p.m. Morningside 
Lenox Park Assoc. 

14 
9 a.m. Vacation Bible 
School  
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson Tai 
Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Preschool    
Committee 
 
 

15 
9 a.m. Vacation Bible 
School 
10 a.m. Body    
Sculpting 

7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

 

 

 

 

 

16 
9 a.m. Vacation Bible 
School 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
7:30 p.m. Girl Scout 
Leaders; Handbell 
Choir 
 
 

17 
9 a.m. Vacation Bible 
School 

18 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 

 

 

                       19 
9:30 a.m. Coffee 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment Class 
11 a.m. Worship/     
Baptism 
12 noon Fellowship 
12:30 p.m. RHO Read-
ers; Young Adult Lunch 

 

 
 

20 
12 noon Arts & Crafts 
Guild 
7 p.m. Mandolin  
Society 
7 p.m. Session 
 
 

 

21 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson Tai 
Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
 

 
 

22 

10 a.m. Body    
Sculpting 

7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

23 

11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

24 
 

25 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 

                       26 
9:30 a.m. Coffee &  
Conversation 
9:45 a.m. Faith         
Development Class 
11 a.m. Worship/ Hand-
bells 
12 noon Fellowship 
 
 
 
 

27 
7 p.m. Mandolin       
Society;                 
Parliamentarians 

28 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson Tai 
Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 

29 
10 a.m. Body    
Sculpting 

7:30 p.m. Gala   
Singers Rehearsal 

 
 

 
 

30 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
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Ah, but it’s the good kind of chaos—the sign of progress toward renovation 
of the Sunday school wing on the lower floor. Part of the work under our 
Standing and Serving for Generations capital campaign, the outcome will not 
only be updated classrooms and corridor, but also conversion of the old 

women’s restroom into a more useful     
facility, given that it’s the only       
restroom that’s close to Fellowship 
Hall. 

Another part of the classroom reconstruction will be 
improving electrical power and heat/air conditioning in 
that wing. All of this work is scheduled to complete 
before VBS begins June 13.  Also on the short-term 
plan is to clean and repoint the flagstones at the front 

entrance and to add windows to the staff offices for better security.  

CHAOS IN THE CLASSROOMS! 

 

Christian Seasons And Reasons 
          With Trinity Sunday observed on May 22, we’re over the specific seasons and festivals for a long stretch. We’ll     

deck our Sanctuary with green paraments and summer flowers for what is called Ordinary Time. The next church        
 holiday is All Saints’ Day, Nov. 1 this year. 

 
 

   Is Everybody on Vacation? What’s Going on at Morningside in June? 

The answer is some of both.  One early opportunity to serve this month is Pick-a-Pan Sunday on June 5, when the Narthex 
will have its usual complement of aluminum steam pans to take home, fill with the required quantity of the desired dish 
and return to the church Sunday, June 12, to provide dinner for the men resident at Journey.  An even better option 
would be to bring your dish to the shelter (at the rear of the parking lot next to Druid Hills Presbyterian Church) around 
6:30 p.m. and help serve the meal.  If you have questions, reach out to our Journey shepherd, deacon Joe Brady at 
jp_brady@bellsouth.net. 

Also not taking the summer off, our group of book lovers, the RHO Readers, meets June 19 to talk about Lauren Groff’s 
best-selling novel Fates and Furies. Rumor has it you don’t have to have been a Weekie-Watchie mermaid to get into the 
story of a troubled marriage.  Jill Klotz will lead the discussion, with guest help from a lady who led her book group’s   
discussion at the Jewish Towers.   

RHO Readers July book will be Lab Girl by Hope Jahren, a nonfiction account of a woman’s life in science that reviewers 
say will change forever the way you look at the world of plants. And plan ahead! The annual RHO Readers Book Bonanza! 
is coming up in August—a great way to fill your book bag inexpensively while benefiting literacy for immigrant children. 

Please note the following will return in the fall:  One Gray Hair, Couples Group, LGBT & Friends, Thursday Poetry 
Group, Theology on Tap, Third Thursday Theology and Women’s Roundtable.  
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(Find a complete list of our church officers, their committee 
assignments and church staff at http://
www.morningsidepc.org /leaders.  Session minutes, 
once approved, are on file and available for review in the 
church office.) 

 Goals met are always good news; goals exceeded 
are even better. Baron informed the session that the 
donors of the in-kind gift to the campaign have  
chosen to fulfill that gift with a monetary donation 
of $200,000.  This brings our total pledge or      
received to $1,536,000—$36,000 above our goal. 
Maybe not as impressive but just as significant, our        
preschool’s Spring Fling fund-raiser also exceeded 
its planned goal, helping bring even more programs 
and enrichments to the children’s days here.  

 Lisa Jern, leading our new Youth and Families  
Ministries team noted that 13 of our young      
members have signed up for the service trip    
working with a largely Hispanic community in 
North Georgia. The team is working on a calendar 
for the next school year that will include events for 
youth parents and a youth Sunday. 

 For Worship and the Arts, Susan Oder reported 
we’re finally getting the long-awaited grand piano 
for Fellowship Hall to replace the inadequate      
rehearsal instrument. Session also approved the  
taking of a voluntary collection at the June 5   
Chancel Choir Summer Concert (story below) to 

benefit the team’s Dream a Dream projects.       
Included on the wish list are new choir robes for 
the Chancel, Youth and Children’s choirs;       
sponsoring an artists’ series to bring more          
musicians and other artists to MPC to invite more 
people in through our church doors; and          
sponsoring an arts show here.  

 Speaking of arts and music, Jeff Peters for        
Evangelism announced the next Morningside Sings 
gala will be Saturday, Aug. 20, saluting the works 
of Rodgers and Hammerstein. Session also         
approved a ‘pass the top hat’ collection for the gala 
with the proceeds split between Mission and Music         
ministries. 

       
   Daisy Ottmann 

   Clerk of Session 

 

 

   What Is ‘So Rare as Summer’s Day’? Being Serenaded in Sanctuary with Love Songs 

Dr. Jonathan Crutchfield and the outstanding voices of our Chancel Choir invite you, family and friends to an afternoon 
concert in our Sanctuary Sunday, June 5, at 4 p.m., featuring selections by Johannes Brahms and Wolfgang Amadeus     
Mozart. 

There will be no charge for the concert, but ‘free will’ donations will go toward offering future musical events and       
programs.  

The opening work will be Brahms’ Liebeslieder Waltzes, Op. 52, settings of 18 love poems by  Georg Friedrich      
Daumer, first published in 1870. Soloists Megan Mashburn, soprano; Nan Nowell, alto; John Young, tenor; Brandon 
Odom, baritone, will be accompanied by Jonathan Crutchfield and Ben Leaptrott, piano four-hands. The texts express 
the gamut of human emotion on the subject of love: from strong passion to sadness at rejection 

Jonathan will also conduct Mozart’s Missa Brevis in F Major, k. 192. This short mass, only 23 minutes long, was written 
when the composer was only 18 but already hailed as a genius. Strings and organ continuo featuring Mason Copeland 
will accompany the choir with Kirby Burgess, soprano, with Nan, John and Brandon again featured.  
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BackWords 

Did Paul Dis Women?  Should Women Dis Paul’s Letters? Should You? 

Want to chew on some really tough texts and engage in 
lively—and even laugh-inducing—discussion with a   
roomful of Morningsiders of all ages and genders? You’ll 
find all this on Sunday mornings in June in Room 201. 

Our 9:45 Faith Development group is looking at passages 
from Scripture as illuminated in  Dr. Frances Taylor 
Gench’s book, Encountering God in Tyrannical Texts:          
Reflections on Paul, Women, and the Authority of Scripture 
(2015). Dr. Gench is professor of Biblical Interpretation at 
Union Theological Seminary in Richmond.  

The book highlights excerpts from the Apostle Paul’s     
letters that have been used to limit opportunities for   
women both in the church and in family life. Gench       
recognizes that many mainline Christians respond to their 
discomfort with the problematic texts by ignoring them. 

During the first session on Encountering God in Tyrannical 
Texts the group considered whether it is ever appropriate to 
just mentally remove sections of the Bible we find        
problematical.  Dr. Gench’s recommendation are that it’s 
okay to argue with difficult texts—in fact, wrestling with 
Scripture is an act of faithfulness—as long as we approach 

with charity, don’t throw the baby out with the bathwater, 
learn both the dangers and insights from biblical texts and 
to believe that challenging the Bible is not a frivolous    
activity. The discussion led into such byways as revealing 
attire, elaborate hairstyles, parenting, and social changes—
and similarities— over the twenty centuries since Paul 
wrote these letters. 

While Gench’s book focuses primarily on texts that have 
been tyrannical for women, the strategies she offers for 
reading Scripture apply more broadly and will be          
intriguing for anyone who has ever felt maligned by the 
Bible’s witness. What challenges and opportunities may 
this study present to the Morningside community? Are 
there explicit or implicit ways we exclude the prophetic 
voice of women? Or any other group?  

All these topics will be explored through June 19. An   
extra attraction for the group study is that it’s being led by 
Dr. Ellen and Associate Pastor Drew Stockstill—our final 
opportunity to benefit from their teaching before their  
departure for Pennsylvania and their ongoing careers later 
this summer  

1 Lisa Harris 

1 Jill Davis 

1 Athalie White 

2 Mary Johnson 

5 Betty Treschitta 

5 Jackson Markovich 

6 Joe Knezevich 

8 Joanna Irwin 

8 Bill Humphries 

8 Kyle Behm 

9 Holly Greene 

9 Ben Samuels 

10 Carrie Branon 

10 David Bothwell 

10 Sarah Tomaka 

11 Anne Barnette 

13 Kathy Bremer 

14 Temple Elliott 

14 Roy Simpson 

14 Grace Lazzaro 

14 Lynsley Tyler 

15 Rebecca Stewart 

16 Quinn Jarratt 

17 Carol Southwood 

17 Martin Dunlap 

18 Graham Lewis 

18 Ken Sharpe 

19 Rich Boggs 

20 John Keller 

21 Margaret Hofland 

21 Valerie Baginski 

22 Jennifer Powell 

22 John Hawkins 

23 Elaine Tomkinson 

24 Kimberly Brewster 

24 Amy Millard 

25 James Attwood 

25 Keith Blount 

26 Jacob Taylor Frease 

26 Kent Balch 

27 Daniel Ward  

28 Andy Anderson 

28 Mary Michael 

29 Lloyd Prince 

30 Denton King 

  

BIRTHDAYS  


