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JUNE 2017 
Worship at Morningside 

 
 

June 4, 2017 

Baron Mullis preaching 

“Tired Old Tongues of Fire” 

Acts 2:1-21 
 

 

 

 

 

June 11, 2017 

Baron Mullis preaching 

“Dominion” 

Genesis 1:1-2:4 
 

 

 

 

 

June 18, 2017 

Baron Mullis preaching 

“Good Humor” 

Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

June 25, 2017 

Baron Mullis preaching  

“Living in Sin” 

Romans 6:16-11; Matthew 10:24-39 
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cloak and dagger—they’re protecting their process.  But 
here’s the thing: the process does work!  While we don’t 
vote as a congregation to fill non-clergy positions, a            
similar process led us to Dr. Mardee Rightmyer as our 
director of children’s ministries.  Dr. Jonathan                       
Crutchfield became known to us during a lengthy search 
before ultimately coming to Morningside to be our                  
organist/choirmaster. So, I hope this lets you know a 
little bit about why you hear so little about a search 
while it is underway. We can tell a little, but not a lot.   

What you can do, though, is this: pray for your fellow 
members who are giving up their time (in large                        
quantities, I might add) to serve our church on search 
committees. Thank the committee that nominated 
Mardee. Give the APNC members a hug, and tell them 
you’re praying for them, and above all:  be patient!  Any 
member who has served on a search can tell you how 
rewarding it is, but also how much responsibility they 
felt to get the call right.   

So, as we wait with anticipation, remember: God’s in 
the process.  Even now, God is preparing someone who 
will be our next associate pastor.  

Shalom, 

  

 

Baron 

 

Dear sisters and brothers,  

                                          

                          From Your Pastor 
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I’d like to write to you 
this month about that 
most doughty of topics: 
Presbyterian process. 
You’ve surely heard the 
phrase “decently and in 
order” if you’ve hung 

around with Presbyterians for any length of time. It                     
refers to our penchant for have well-developed systems 
and guidelines (and yes, rules) for how we do things.   

If you’ve ever served as an elder or deacon, you’re                      
familiar with our Book of Order. If you are not, I’ll be 
happy to lend you mine. You’ll sleep without dreams, I 
promise. Joking aside, it’s dense, and it’s intended to 
be.  It is written for the purpose of making sure we            
worship the right way (I can’t do just anything I like, for 
instance.  The church cannot allow unapproved                    
preachers, for instance. Communion has to be at least 
quarterly. An elder accused of wrongdoing has the right 
to know what charges they face.) The whole system is 
designed to be fair and consistent. 

The way we add staff is designed the same way. The      
process of calling a minister is designed to protect the 
identity of all of the candidates until such a time as the 
final selection is made public.  This is done for a number 
of reasons: the minister may be coming from another 
church. The Presbytery also has to give its approval for a 
call. The call could be declined. We assume nothing and 
we keep confidentiality until such a time that everyone is 
ready for the process to become public. It’s a long,                   
extremely diligent process.  The average length of a 
search for Presbyterian churches is 18 months.   

That is one reason there is a limit how much the                   
congregation can be told about the process of calling a 
pastor – it’s not that the committee wants to be                     
secretive; it is that we protect the confidentiality of 
those in the search. That’s why the committee members 
might tell you, “The position has been posted,” or “Oh, 
we’ve got great candidates,” or perhaps, “We’re able to 
interview now,” but they won’t tell you anymore. It’s 
because they can’t, and shouldn’t. They aren’t playing 

                  Elder on Call 
  

Stephen Smith  June 4-10 

Emilie Paille   June 11-17 

Kim Nuckols   June 18-24 

Susan Oder      June 25-July 1 
 

                Deacon on Call 
  

Cindy Humphries  June 4-10 

Michael Schiedschlag  June 11-17 

Sanda Means   June 18-24 

Katrina Weis      June 25-July 1 
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  We  Will See Tongues for Pentecost But Not of Fire—Expect Just the Opposite! 

On the very first Pentecost, recorded in the book of Acts, the Holy Spirit comes upon the believers gathered. With 
tongues of fire on their heads and the ability to speak in other languages on their actual tongues they all talk at once. We’re 
all invited to our own intergenerational Pentecost gathering on the front lawn at 9:45 a.m., Sunday, June 4, for a chaotic 
endeavor that will help us bring this story alive. ALL AGES are needed to participate. Speaking in tongues?  We’ll see 
about that! 

We’ll need our tongues again after the worship service, as we all return to the front lawn to celebrate Mardee Rightmyer’s 
first Sunday at Director of Children’s Ministries with a treat of Popsicles. Tongues of ice are better than tongues of fire, 
aren’t they? 

Want to Create New Friendship?  First Be a First Friend 

Our deacons are launching a new program to pair current MPC members with those who have recently joined our church 
family. After someone joins MPC, you as a First Friend will keep your new-member friends informed about special                  
programs and ongoing events the church offers.  

 

 

 

 

 

If you or your family would be interested in participating in the program or learning more about First Friends, please give 
your name to any one of our deacons. (You can find their names in the Welcome/Our Leaders section of the MPC website 
or on the Deacons’ bulletin board in the church hallway.)  

Morningside Milestones 

 Do we have a church for you?  If your answer is yes, our next New Member Sunday is coming up June 18. Let Baron 
know of your interest in joining with us and plan to come to the Session Room at 9 a.m. for some useful information 
and to meet with our Session. Note the early time, as that’s the day we move to our summer worship schedule. 

 We lift up the life of Pearl Amelia Weathers, who died in her native state of South Carolina Apr. 20 at the age of 94. 
Born into a newspaper family, she held a degree in journalism and held executive positions with various Presbyterian 
denominational news and publicity services.  Pearl also was the first woman to serve as a deacon at Morningside,              
ordained to that position in  1965. Her obituary noted that Pearl’s final spoken word was “love.” 

 Join in joy with the Jensen family as Van, Amy and Zane welcome their new baby boy, Silas Lane, born May 17. 

 Keep Richard Ezell and Michael Morgan in your prayers as we remember with them the life of Richard’s mother, 
Theda Cawthon Ezell, who died May 8 in Fayetteville, AK. 

 Did you see member Bryan Davis pictured on the front page of the Living section of the May 19 AJC?  He’s featured in 
“Father Comes Home from the Wars,” playing at Actor’s Express through June 11. Both our actor and the production 
got a great review. 
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Author! Author!  Baron’s Second Book Will Launch in June 

Like An Ever-flowing Stream: Sermons of Call, Response, Vocation, and Love is the                   
result of a request our senior pastor received from a publisher about his                      
willingness to offer a collection for publication. Copies will be available this 
month and there’ll be a book-signing party during our after-worship social hour 
June 25. 

Baron was very clear that he had no desire to profit from the work that he                 
considers his vocation, and so all proceeds of the book will be distributed to the 
organizations on whose boards Baron has served or is serving: Covenant                   
Network of Presbyterians, Intown Collaborative Ministries, and Johnson C. 
Smith Theological Seminary. Additionally, the publisher’s profits are used to 
fund hunger and homelessness ministries in East Tennessee.  

If you’ve ever wanted to a collection of favorite sermons in one anthology, this 
is your chance to reread and enjoy Baron’s selections of his own work. To                 
pre-order a copy at a special price, make a check for $15 to Morningside                    
Presbyterian Church and mark it “Baron’s Book.”  Pre-ordered copies will be 
distributed first, but you can also pick up a copy at the signing as supplies               
permit. 

Baron’s first  book is called What do they believe about giving?  It is his doctorial 
dissertation, listed on Amazon but only available in a few academic libraries.  

We’re Shopping for a Mixture of People to Concoct a Stirring Program 

Enough with the kitchen puns—cooks are invited Monday, June 6 at your choice of either 2 or 6 p.m. to Room 201 
to discuss the what, where, when, why and how of forming a culinary connection for Morningsiders. All ideas are 
welcome!  

Some possible purposes for getting together for fun in the kitchen could be to  prepare  shelter meals, a casserole to 
welcome a new addition to the family, dinner for a shut-in or a we’re-glad-you-came loaf of bread for first-time                 
visitors. Or filling the freezer with treats and entrees for emergencies.   

This idea of a kitchen coterie has been percolating (ugh!) for quite some time.  If you’re curious, reach out to Susan 
Oder (susanoder@gmail.com). 

MPC’s Book Lovers Offer Their Summer Selections; Crafters Work On 

If your seasonal wind-down offers you more time to read and you’d like to meet some other readers, our RHO Readers 
welcome you the third Sunday of the month at 12:30 p.m. in the Session Room for a free-flowing discussion. Coming up 
June 18, From Silk to Silicon: The Story of Globalization through 10 Extraordinary Lives by Jeffrey E. Garten; July 16, the novel 
This Is How It Always Is by Laurie Frankel; the Aug. 20  book is yet to be determined, and for Sept. 17, Miranda and               
Caliban, a new take on Shakespeare’s “Tempest” by Jacqueline Carey. Jill Klotz (wageworth@aol.com) is your contact. 

If your current handiwork project is in a rut, you’d like some helpful tips, or you’d enjoy conversation  along with your 
stitching, our Arts and Crafts Guild will continue at noon in Room 201 the first and third Mondays of the month. If you 
like to sew and are looking for a fun challenge, we expect the guild will be creating costume pieces for the musical gala in 
August (see Page 8 for more info on our annual performance). Beth Baer (bbaerlaw@gmail.com) leads the guild.  

mailto:susanoder@gmail.com
mailto:wageworth@aol.com
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1 
9 a.m. MPP Camp 
11 a.m. Yogasculpt 
6 p.m. Night Yoga 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2 
9 a.m. MPP Camp 
 

3 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 
10 a.m. GALA                 
Children’s Photoshoot 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and                 
Conversation 
9:45 a.m. Pentecost on the Lawn 
11 a.m. Worship/               
Communion/ Children’s Sunday 
School (PreK-Kinder) 
12 noon. Fellowship 
12:30 p.m. Facilities Committee 
Meeting 
5 p.m. Youth Committee               
Meeting 
 

5 
9 a.m. MPP Camp 
12 p.m. Arts and 
Crafts Guild 
7 p.m. Children’s 
Ministry Meeting 
 
 
 

6 
9 a.m. MPP Camp 
11 a.m. Yogasculpt 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s Tai 
Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight                            
Watchers 
7:30 p.m. MLPA 
 

 
 
 
 

7 
9 a.m. MPP Camp 
7 p.m. Wells Knitting 
Group 
 

8 
9 a.m. MPP Camp 
11 a.m. Yogasculpt 
12:30 p.m. Poetry 
Group 
6 p.m. Night Yoga 

 

 
 
 

9 
9 a.m. MPP Camp 
7 p.m. MPC Couples 
Group (offsite) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

10 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 
8:45 a.m. Second Sunday Worship 
Service 
9:45 a.m. Faith                        
Development 
11 a.m. Worship/Children’s 
Sunday School (PreK-Kinder) 
12 noon. Fellowship 
12:30 p.m. Deacons  
 
 
 
 

12 

7 p.m. MLPA 
 

       

 

 

 
       

      VBS 

13 
11 a.m. Yogasculpt 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s Tai 
Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight          
Watchers 
7 p.m. Preschool                      
Committee 

         

         VBS 

 

 
 

14 
7 a.m. Men’s                 
Breakfast (offsite) 
12 p.m. One Gray Hair 
7 p.m. Wells Knitting 
Group 
 
 
 
 

       VBS 

15 
11 a.m. Yogasculpt 
12:30 p.m. Third 
Thursday Theological 
Throwdown 
6 p.m. Night Yoga 
7 p.m. Youth Council 
Meeting 
 
 

        VBS 

16 
 
 

17 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 

Wedding 

18 
8:30 a.m. Coffee and              
Conversation 
8:45 a.m. Faith Development 
10 a.m. Worship/Children’s 
Sunday School (PreK-Kinder) 
11 p.m. Fellowship 
11:30 p.m. Young Adult                 
Luncheon/RHO Readers 
 
 
 

19 
9 a.m. MPP Camp 
12 noon Arts and 
Crafts Guild 
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society/Session 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 

9 a.m. MPP Camp 
11 a.m. Yogasculpt 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s Tai 
Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight                            
Watchers 
 
 
 
 
 

21 

7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
9 a.m. MPP Camp 
7 p.m. Wells Knitting 
Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
9 a.m. MPP Camp 
11 a.m. Yogasculpt 
6 p.m. Night Yoga 
 

23 
9 a.m. MPP Camp 
 

24 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting/ Robert 
Coulter Tuba Concert 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
8:30 a.m. Coffee and              
Conversation 
8:45 a.m. Faith Development 
10 a.m. Worship/Children’s 
Sunday School (PreK-Kinder) 
11 p.m. Fellowship 
 

26 
9 a.m. MPP Camp  
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society/ Parliamen-
tarians 
 
 

27 
9 a.m. MPP Camp  
11 a.m. Yogasculpt 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s Tai 
Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight                 
Watchers 

 
 

28 
9 a.m. MPP Camp 
7 p.m. Wells Knitting 
Group 
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

29 
9 a.m. Creative              
Movement 
11 a.m. Yogasculpt 
6 p.m. Night Yoga 

30 
9 a.m. MPP Camp 
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Old, New, Tried, True—Ch-ch-changes Are Coming for Me and You this Season 

                                            

                                Spotlight on Summer  
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Whether you sing old-time “School’s out, school’s out; teacher let the fools out” or even older-time “Sumer is icumen in, 
lhude sing cucuu,” we’ve got a lot to look forward at Morningside to besides more 90-degree days. There’s so much going 
on in June alone, it sets the tone for the whole summer. 

Do something for your body and mind as the summer yoga and yogasculpt (which incorporates exercise with weights)            
classes kick off Tuesday, June 6, and Thursday, June 8, in Room 201. To learn more or sign up, contact Pam Sharpe 
(yogapam@bellsouth.net). 

Service opportunities don’t take a summer break—because the needs of the city’s less fortunate don’t take a break either. 
We need a dozen volunteers on Saturday, June 10, to distribute food at the InTown Collaborative Ministries food pantry 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Older children with adult supervision are welcome for this activity at the pantry, located on the 
campus of Druid Hills Presbyterian. Sign up via contacting Laura Ulep (lauraulep@gmail.com) or Nancy Collins 
(ncollins0209@gmail.com). 

See Page 3 for how we’re welcoming Mardee Rightmyer to Children’s Ministries and celebrating Pentecost in a new way 
on June 4. The excitement for children and their parents continues with the Second Sunday at 8:45 service on June 11.        
Children’s Ministries will host a social time between the early and later services with donuts and other light refreshments in 
the Welcome Center or outside on the patio. During this time, the VBS crew will be on-site, giving out registration                
packets. There will be childcare for nursery, twos and threes for both services, and Sunday School at 11 a.m. for 
PreK/Kindergarten only. 

Speaking of June 11, it will take ‘heroic’ volunteer efforts that afternoon to get ready for our Hero Central Vacation Bible 
School. That’s also the deadline for turning in donated items requested on the board in the Welcome Center. (It’s not 
quite but almost too late to volunteer or donate—but please visit 
http://2017cokesburyvbs.com/morningsidepresbyterianchurch to see what’s still needed.)  VBS runs mornings June 12-
15. Questions? Contact either Amanda Lewis (amandaslewis@gmail.com) or Emily Hylton (ehylton77@gmail.com). 

Just in case you haven’t heard—Morningside is doing away with our 11 o’clock service. Second Sundays @ 8:45, too! 
WHAT!!??  Wait—we’re not giving up our weekly worship of the Lord. We’re just moving the whole thing to 10 a.m. 
from June 18 though the end of July. We need our worship time, but the time can change with the times, right?  Adult 
Faith Development, in Room 201, will concentrate on a deep dive into the words of the day’s lectionary reading starting at 
9:30 in Room 201. Childcare will be available for nursery and twos-threes, and Sunday School for PreK/Kindergarten. 
Older grades will be taking a short break (and we love to see them in the Sanctuary with their parents) until August. Even 
so, we’ll still need Sunday volunteers for the young-uns. Here’s the Signup Genius link: Summer Volunteers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Lisa Harris  

1 Jill Davis 

1 Athalie White 

2 Mary Johnson 

5 Betty Treschitta 

5 Jackson Markovic 

6 Joe Knezevich 

8 Joanna Irwin 

8 Bill Humphries 

8 Kyle Behm 

9 Holly Greene 

9 Ben Samuels 

10 Carrie Branon 

10 David Bothwell 

10 Sarah Tomaka 

11 Anne Barnette 

13 Kathy Bremer 

14 Temple Elliott 

14 Roy Simpson 

14 Grace Lazzaro 

14 Lynsley Tyler 

15 Rebecca Stewart 

16 Quinn Jarratt 

17 Martin Dunlap 

17 Carol Southwood 

18 Graham Lewis 

18 Ken Sharpe 

19 Rich Boggs 

20 John Keller 

21 Margaret Hofland 

22 Jennifer Powell 

22 John Hawkins 

23 Elaine Tomkinson 

24 Amy Millard 

24 Kimberly Brewster 

25 Keith Blount 

25 Rik Elliot 

26 Jacob Frease 

26 Kent Balch 

27 Daniel Ward 

28 Andy Anderson 

28 Mary Michael 

29 Lloyd Prince 

29 Bart Engram 

30 Denton King 
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http://2017cokesburyvbs.com/morningsidepresbyterianchurch
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mailto:ehylton77@gmail.com
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4DAEAA2AA6FE3-summer


 

 

Prayer Concerns  

Members of our community have asked for individual prayer. To be on the prayer list—public or private—use prayer 
cards found in the pew racks or speak with Baron. Morningside Messenger will carry the list from the most recent weekly 
Life@ insert: Bradway family, Sue Blouin, Patricia Boyko, Andrew Brady (Gwyn Brady’s brother), Ann Coffey (Sarah 
Beth Gehl’s mother), Richard Ezell, Farmer/Mann family, Sandra Fortson, Walter Gilbert (Patrick Gilbert’s father), Ann 
Herndon (Will Herndon’s mother), Billy Jones (Melissa Lawson’s father), Friends and relatives of Linda Johnson, Klotz 
family,  Betty Lynn Lambert, Jan McMahan, Ted McMahan, Michael Morgan, Lin Parker (Nancy Coomes’ friend), Ray 
family, Bev Reed, Beth Klotz Von Seggern (Jack Klotz’s sister), Marlie Ann Senf, Myra Shore (Lester Morris’ cousin), 
Mary Turner (Sanda Means’ mother), Waltemath-Lewicki family, Wells family, Dr. Nathaniel West (Dr. West’s father), 
Evelyn Wimberly (Nancy Frampton’s ex-mother-in-law), John Young. 
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Session News 

Your Session at Work:  May 15 Meeting 

(Find a complete list of our church officers, their committee          
assignments and church staff at http://www.morningsidepc.org /
leaders.  Session minutes, once approved, are on file and available for 
review in the church office.) 

 Fulfilling a desire to have a clergyperson on hand to 
help our young people wrestle with questions of faith, 
Youth Ministries leader Catherine Fleming was pleased 
to report Sarah Miles will go with the youth on their 
Montreat trip the week of June 11 and Sarah Smith will 
accompany the middle-schoolers to their conference in 
Massanutten, VA. 

 For the Finance Committee, Alan Burke noted an                    
uptick in pledges paid over the past month, although 
receipts still lag behind projections. Of course, we                      
always need to remind ourselves to keep up our                     
pledges over the summer months (easy to do through 
online giving on our website). 

 

 Our Session has been given a way to report, track and 
measure their ministries’ progress though a tool called 
‘plan on a page.’  As a result of the thinking required 
to develop these plans, our Faith Development                   
leadership is working on methods to solicit more                 
specific input from members on what kinds of                 
educational opportunities (including times and places) 
they would welcome and support.  Watch for ways to 
make your opinions known. 

 Along the same lines, Mission Ministries is working to 
develop a more comprehensive service activity and 
collection calendar that will encompass projects 
church-wide, as well as a “share Our Story” project to 
better communicate to members what MPC is                      
accomplishing with our outreach efforts. 

       
       
     Daisy Ottmann 
     Clerk of Session 

 It’s Confirmed!  These Nine 
Young People (Plus One 
Not Pictured) Shown Here 
with Their Interim Youth 
Director Sarah Are Joined                  
Morningside Presbyterian 
Church Through                              
Confirmation on Sunday, 
Apr. 30 

http://www.morningsidepc.org%20/leaders
http://www.morningsidepc.org%20/leaders
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BackWords 

St. Peter’s Calls Crutchfield to Vatican—But It’s Only Temporary (We Trust!) 

Our Organist/Choirmaster Dr. Jonathan Crutchfield will be off to Italy June 4 through 11 to play the organs in Rome 
and Florence, including accompanying a mass at St. Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican. 

Jonathan will accompany a choir of 100 voices. These choristers from five US choirs will sing three concerts with Dr. 
John Dickson as the conductor. Two of the concerts will feature Gabriel Fauré’s “Requiem” - one in Rome and one in 
Florence. The third event will be the mass at St. Peter’s Basilica.  

He adds, “The rest of our week will include sightseeing and sampling the excellent Italian cuisine. Dr. Dickson was my    
doctoral choral conducting professor from Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. I continue to accompany for him 
here in Atlanta with the professional chorus, Coro Vocati. A similar trip to Vienna and Budapest is being formed in 
2019.” 

Benefit Gala ‘Morningside Sings Musical Magic’ Coming Aug. 19-20 

Music rehearsals and production design are underway for our 2017 benefit gala on Aug. 19 and 20:  Morningside Sings  
Musical Magic, featuring music from more than eight decades of Disney films and shows. 

This inter-generational production will include more than 40 singers and musicians from our congregation, including 
14 children and teens, performing songs from Disney favorites including  “The Lion King”, “The Little Mermaid”, 
“Snow White”, “Aladdin”,” Frozen” and “Moana”.  

Many from the congregation are generously contributing time and talent to bring this year’s benefit production to life:   
Musical Arrangements, Jonathan Crutchfield and Mac Frampton; Stage Design, Brent Drone; Visual Projections, Marcelo 
Galvão and Lloyd Prince; Children’s Wardrobe, Ellen Behm, Cindy Humphries and Morningside’s Arts & Craft Guild; 
Sound Design, Jason Holland; Theatrical Props and Stage Management, Shari Tant; Patrons Fund Raising and Event             
Management, Bill Humphries; Patrons Benefit, Greg Wolters and Jeff Adams. 

This is the fourth year that Derek Matthews and Jeff Peters direct Morningside’s annual benefit gala. Jeff says, “Derek 
and I are honored to bring this annual event to life and are grateful for the ever-growing number of volunteers who 
support this annual fund-raising event. We are passionate about raising money for Morningside’s music programs and 
mission ministries and are excited to celebrate the music of Disney.  The cast is enjoying preparing production                
numbers like Be Our Guest, Circle of Life, When You Wish Upon a Star and A Whole New World and is looking  
forward to sharing these timeless  classics with you.” 

We will continue our tradition of asking members to consider joining our 2017 Morningside Sings Patrons                  
Circle to ensure that production expenses are covered and that we reach our goal of making significant donations to 
our music programs and mission ministries. Those who contribute $100 or more will enjoy a Patrons reception on 
July 13 and be the very first to preview select magical musical moments from this year’s gala.  Watch for information 
to follow.  

 


