
1411 N. MORNINGSIDE DR., N.E., ATLANTA, GA 30306   

404-876-7396 † WWW.MORNINGSIDEPC.ORG 

Month at a Glance 

July 2019 

 

Blessed Are You! 
 After leading one of our terrific adult Sunday School classes, Emma used the “beatitudes” (aka “blessings”) from Accidental Saints 

by Nadia Bolz-Weber as the devotional for the May session meeting. (Your session begins every meeting with a devotional to remind us 

that all our work is done to the glory of God.) Then, because she’s your wonderful pastor, Emma wrote her own beatitudes about MPC!  

And then, because it seemed the thing to do, we asked session members to create MPC beatitudes to share as our June devotional.  

+ Blessed are those with open eyes and open hearts; they are the ones who connect us. 

+ Blessed are those who challenge a changing church and those who embrace a changing church. 

+ Blessed are they who desire to belong but are not sure where they fit in, for they will surely find their place among us. 

+ Blessed are they who have been harmed by religion but keep coming back seeking solace, for healing awaits them. 

+ Blessed are they who see a task that needs to be done and just do it without fanfare or recognition, for their service is their reward. 

+ Blessed are all the volunteers who will give freely of their love and time to the children attending VBS. 

+ Blessed are the older generation who love the younger generation as if they were their own. 

+ Blessed are the leaders who inspire with humility, do without ambition, and speak for those silenced by injustice. 

+ Blessed are the nonbelievers and God’s prodigal children who share in God’s unearned, undeserved grace. 

+ Blessed are those with aging or ailing bodies who overcome and stay active in the MPC community despite limitations. 

+ Blessed are the caregivers in our MPC family who are faced with daily challenges.  

+ Blessed are the searchers who haven’t yet found their new MPC church home.  

+ Blessed are those who embrace change.  

+ Blessed are the parents who love and respect their children as individuals, who accept them for who they are and who they will be. 

+ Blessed are those who want to shape the church for the future and not for the past. 

+ Blessed are those that “do,” and don’t just complain.  

+ Blessed are the spouses who are challenged by faith because of a rocky history with the church. 

+ Blessed are the faces we see on our Meals-on-Wheels deliveries who are shut off from much of society. 

+ Blessed are those who say yes when they’d rather say no.  

+ Blessed are those who bring food for fellowship, help with cleanup, or load the dishwasher. 

+ Blessed are those who work in jobs the rest of us wouldn’t consider.  

+ Blessed are those who quietly but fervently take care of the sick and those in need.  

+ Blessed are the children during the children’s message who are eager to share their thoughts and wonders. 

+ Blessed are the balcony dwellers who notice the newcomers and miss the regulars.  

+ Blessed are those who suffer in private silence.  

+ Blessed are those who console simply by listening.  

+ Blessed are those who encourage and teach our children and youth.  

+ Blessed are the truth seekers, the questioners and the ones figuring it out. We are journeying together. 

+ Blessed are those who teach from the pulpit, in Sunday school rooms, in the hallway and beyond. We are journeying together. . 

+ Blessed are those who show up and say yes, and blessed are those who are waiting to be asked to do more. We are journeying together. 

God Calls Us All Good  

(If you’d like to add a blessing of your own, email it to the office. Perhaps you’ll see yours posted on our Facebook page!) 

mailto:office@morningsidepc.org?subject=Beatitude


 

SERVE TOGETHER 

J 
uly 14th is Mission Sunday and Morningside deacon and friend, Bill Smith, will be preaching.  Leaders of some of Morningside’s 
Mission partners, will lead us in worship as well. Don't miss this Worship opportunity and the chance to meet them in person at a 
reception in the Fellowship Hall afterwards. 

 

Bill Smith, Clifton Sanctuary’s Lead Overnight Host: 

Originally from Kentucky, long-time resident of Atlanta, by way of Charlotte, N.C., Bill Smith frequently speaks to church groups about 
his experience with homelessness. Last month, Bill Smith celebrated his 19th year free from homelessness. The journey to that point, 
19 years ago, is rather complex, and Bill prefers not to look back, but always looking forward. Bill is a well-known advocate for the 
homeless and has spent close to 15 years working with men who are homeless, assisting them in their own journey to independent 
living. Currently, Bill is serving as the lead overnight host at Clifton Sanctuary Ministries, where his ministry continues each day.  

 

Tasho Wesley, Rebecca's Tent Executive Director: 

Tasho has a BS in Psychology and MS in Public Affairs with a concentration in Non-Profit Leadership and Community Service              
Management. She has an extensive background in program leadership and management (10 years) including monitoring, program    
development, implementation and evaluation, SWOT analysis, and development of program budgets, policies and management        
reports. Past work experiences include, opening the first DOJ Supervised Visitation and Exchange Center in the State of Alabama for 
domestic violence victims and their families, improving the quality of services for individuals with disabilities and assisting an             
organization in obtaining accreditation from Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities. Tasho started her career in     
mental health services with the State of Alabama Department of Mental Health and the State of Missouri Department of Mental Health 
as a Psychological Assistant and Service Coordinator. She has a strong commitment to serving women and domestic violence survivors, 
especially among diverse populations. 
 

JoVantreis “Jo” Tolliver,  Intown Collaborative Ministries Community Partnerships Coordinator: 

Jo was born, raised and educated in Jackson, Mississippi. She attended, Jackson State University living her dream of marching in the 
infamous Sonic Boom of the South marching band as a percussionist. Prayer, hard work and dedication eventually led her to being 
named as the Drumline captain of an all male drumline and the first female to lead a section as snare drum captain. In 2012, Jo         
enrolled in the Masters in Organizational Development and Leadership program at Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine. She 
found a passion and calling for engaging the community through arts, outreach, and transparency. Jo was inspired to launch Open 
Hearts Open Minds Open Mouths LLC, a creative bank of ideas that give back.  

Named by her peers, colleagues, and community as an Innovative and Phenomenal Leader, she has been recognized by the Georgia 
Center for Nonprofits and the Young Nonprofits Professional Network's 30 Under 30 Achievement Award recipient. JoVantreis is a     
naturally engaging, passionate speaker, musician, and community liaison who leads with love while offering her talents and gifts in  
service to others. In 2019, Jo joined the team at Intown Collaborative Ministries, shaping the role of Community Partnerships            
Coordinator. She brings her passion and skills to the community committed to ending homelessness and hunger in Atlanta where she is 
working to reengage current partners and create new partnerships to continue Intown’s compassionate and effective work. 
 

David Roth Executive Director Memorial Drive Ministries: 

David comes to Memorial Drive Ministries with extensive experience in both churches and nonprofits. He has been involved with     
refugee services across the Southeast and is a graduate of Emory University’s Candler School of Theology. As Director of Ministries, 
David is responsible for vision and mission, collaborative partnerships, and day-to-day management. He is passionate about seeing the 
Memorial Drive campus filled with dynamic worship, transformational relationships, and innovative community services. 

http://www.ynpnatlanta.org/201730under30
mailto:michael.pittman@delta.com?subject=Community%20Outreach%20Commitee


JOURNEY TOGETHER 
Highlights of the trip for us included visits to houses lived in by Mozart and   

Beethoven, hearing how locals viewed Hollywood and The Sound of Music in 

Salzburg, and amazing music by the Morningside Chancel Choir in wonderful 

venues. The choir appeared in the small Evangelische Kirche in Bad Ischl, the 

larger Peterskirche and Vovitkirche in Vienna and the Czech Hussite St. Nicholas 

Church on the square in old town Prague. The music stretched from Hoagy   

Carmichael’s Georgia on My Mind to Mozart’s Requiem. The Requiem was a gala 

concert with Morningside’s Chancel Choir being one of seven choirs                

accompanied by an orchestra before a standing room only audience in Vienna. 

With featured solos by Nan Nowell, Megan Mashburn, and Brandon Odom.  

Glorious! Perhaps the most fun was the first concert in Bad Ischl, played before 

a smaller but most enthusiastic audience. The chorus of girls from a local    

grammar school led off the evening. The look of surprise and delight on the  

faces of the girls was beautiful to see when members of our group sang along 

on the chorus of one of the songs the group performed, complete with hand 

gestures. We may not have understood the song in German, but many of us 

remember learning it in English as children. It was great fun to sit behind the 

Central Community College Spectrum and see how impressed they were with 

our choir and soloists. One of the young men commented that he did not realize 

how much he had missed being around sacred music and church people since 

he had been at college. The people of 

Austria and the Czech Republic that 

we encountered were kind and warm. 

It certainly made an impression on us 

that adults and children in both     

countries engaged with each other 

instead of screens! It was a wonderful 

week of music and fellowship with 

performers and non performers!!  
   

   - Sarah and Richard Brownlee 

       Looking ahead to August... 
 Worship returns to 11 a.m. on 8/4. 
 Shredding Event in the parking lot on 8/10. 

Whoever said, “Things slow down in the summer,” 

hasn’t been to MPC lately! June included Mardee’s 

retirement and Amanda’s arrival; the sublime 

sounds of a choir concert and the wacky wonders 

of VBS; two Realm tutorials and two baptisms! 

Not to be outdone, July brings: 

 “Missions Sunday” (7/14), when worship will 

be built around MPC’s mission outreach work; 

 Pastor Emerita Joanna Adams preaching 

(7/21), plus a reception honoring the 40th  

anniversary of her ordination; 

 The Senior High Mission Trip to Mobile, AL 

(7/20--27) and don’t miss their commissioning 

during worship on 7/14! 

Include MPC in your summer! Remember through 

July, worship starts at 10:00 a.m.! 

Below: MPC singers after Mozart’s Requiem 

at Votivkirche, Vienna. 

Below: MPC Singers at St. Nicholas Church, Prague. 

mailto:nlhamilton1126@gmail.com?subject=Pew%20Crew%20Volunteer


Cindy Humphries (1) 

Mark Mashburn (1) 

David Terry (1) 

Charles Woolley (2) 

Emma Neishloss (2) 

Alli Lee (3) 

Meg Samuels (4) 

Will Herndon (4) 

Lisa Ladds (4) 

Anna Mary Smith (5) 

Lee Anne Sapp (6) 

Mary Hardy Cromer (6) 

Frank Hofland (6) 

Laura Ulep (10) 

Michael Siedschlag (13) 

Christine Butz (13) 

Anderson Kimball (13) 

Erik Selness (13) 

Anna Bradway (13) 

Casey Durden (17) 

Henry Hylton (17) 

Sophie Ryan (18) 

Joseph Green (23) 

Dixon Sapp (24) 

Doug Scribner (24) 

Anthony Owens (25) 

Cameron McIntosh (27) 

Kim Nuckols (28) 

Whitney Shepherd (28) 

Leigh Gobbel (30) 

David Batchelor (30) 

Lilly Kimball (31) 

Emilee Terry (31) 

JULY BIRTHDAYS T hank you to all of our dedicated volunteers, especially 

Genine Shafer and the Children’s Ministry Committee, who 

made VBS “out of this world!” You all worked behind the scenes and with the 

children to create an experience they will never forget. Thank you for sharing 

God's love through your time and service this week! How fabulous that our VBS 

team included volunteers from their teens to their 70s! 

Kelly Anderson 

Lindsey Boorman 

Ali Bradway 

Richard Brownlee 

Sarah Brownlee 

Claire Burke 

Leigh Campbell-Taylor 

Victor Carballosa 

Mary Chapman 

Carolyn Cobb 

Peter Cobb 

Tom Daniel 

Joe Floyd 

Mac Frampton 

Kelli Hadfield 

Stephanie Hanley 

Janice Hay 

Melanie Heitman 

Victoria Henken 

Cindy Humphries 

Will Hunter 

Emily Hylton 

Jordan Hylton 

Ian Irwin 

Sadie Irwin 

Amanda Kemery 

Jack Klotz 

Jill Klotz 

Ann Marie Knezevich 

Stephanie Libby 

Suzanne Macpherson 

Jerry Mashburn 

Megan Mashburn 

Sandy Mashburn 

Bill Means 

Maxine Moore 

Harriet Myers 

Lindsey Myers 

Emma Neishloss 

Aishe Nijhe 

Brooks Nuckols 

Emily O’Brien 

Tom Oder 

Kate Parrish 

Leslie Prince 

Lloyd Prince 

Hamilton Reavey 

Mardee Rightmyer 

Genine Shafer 

Eliza Smith 

Jane Stack 

Lindsey Stewart 

Betty Treschitta 

Laura Ulep 

John Watson 

Katye Watts 

David Wingert 

Tish Woolley 

Lily Brooks Woolley 

https://atlpcusa.org/committees.html


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
 1 

12 Arts &         
Crafts Guild 

 

7 Children’s 
Ministry 

2 
1:30 Staff  
Meeting 

 

2:15 Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 

 
 

   3 
7:30 Choir  
Rehearsal 

4 
Independence 

Day 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Office Closed 

5 
  

6 

      7 
9:15 Coffee &   
Conversation 

  

9:15 Faith  
Development  
Sunday School 

 

10 Worship  

 

11 Fellowship 
 

8 
9 MPP Camp 

 

6 PNC meets 

9 
9 MPP Camp 

 

1:30 Staff  
Meeting 

 

2:15 Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 

 

 10 
9 MPP Camp 

 

7:30 (MS!)  
Morningside 
Sings! Chorus 

Rehearsal 

11 
9 MPP Camp 

12 
9 MPP Camp 

 
  

13 

Mission Sunday 14 
9:15 Coffee &   
Conversation 

  

9:15 Faith  
Development  
Sunday School 

 

10 Worship 
 

11 Fellowship 
 

11:30 Deacons 
Meeting 

    15 
9 MPP Camp 

 

12 Arts &         
Crafts Guild 

   16 
9 MPP Camp 

 

1:30 Staff  
Meeting 

  

2:15 Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 

17 
9 MPP Camp 

 

7:30 Choir  
Rehearsal 

  
 

 

    18 
 9 MPP Camp 

 

6 PNC meets 

     19 
  9 MPP 
Camp 

        
 

20 
10 Morningside 
Sings! Chorus 

Rehearsal 

  21 
9:15 Coffee &   
Conversation 

  

9:15 Faith  
Development  
Sunday School 

 

10 Worship 
  

11 Fellowship  

  22 
9 MPP Camp 

 

6:30 Strategic 
Team and  
Finance  

Committee 
 

23 
9 MPP Camp 

 

1:30 Staff    
Meeting 

  

2:15 Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 

 

6 PNC meets 
 
  

 

24 
9 MPP Camp 

 

7:30 MS!  
Chorus  

Rehearsal 

25 
9 MPP Camp 

26 
9 MPP Camp 

27 

     28 
9:15 Coffee &   
Conversation 

  

9:15 Faith  
Development  
Sunday School 

 

10 Worship  
  

11 Fellowship 
 

*Strategic Planning 
 

11:15 MS! Chorus 
Rehearsal 

29  
9 MPP Camp 

30 
9 MPP Camp 

 

6 PNC meets 

31 
9 MPP Camp 

 

7:30 Choir  
Rehearsal 

   

  July 2019 


