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From a Morningside Messenger 

When we use the word “eucharist” to talk about communion, we use 
the Greek for “thanksgiving”. The table is a place of rest and            
remembrance, of challenge and renewal. In the company and com-
munion of others, the table is the last place where Christ gave thanks 
before his own death and resurrection. 
 

As we imagine our own tables this holiday season, it is quite possible 
that we picture different things. Perhaps there are few gathered, or 
perhaps there are many. It is possible that they are places of great joy 
and laughter but we must acknowledge that for some they are also 
places of tension or unease.  
 

As we think about gratitude this season, I am drawn to the question: 
What does God’s table look like? Who sits beside you at the table of the 
beloved community? I imagine that God’s table is not so much a      
utopian place as it is a place of comprehensive and diverse gathering. I 
do not picture perfection gathered around a table of grandeur, but 
rather a long table, basic enough for children to play tic-tac-toe across 
and long enough for everybody. I mean truly every body. Those that 
are old and young, those who have to be wheeled in and those who 
push the chair. Those who are tall enough to need extra leg room on 
an airplane and those who’s feet dangle and do not even touch the 
ground. There is a place for every body at God’s table.  
 

I believe God’s table is a place of wholeness that is comprised of     
broken people. We are not asked to check our pain or shortcomings at 
the door. Rather, in approaching God’s holy table as whole people, we 
begin to realize that we are all inextricably bound to one another and 
to the God who made each of us, claimed us and calls us good. May we 
give thanks for sacred spaces of  welcome this holiday season. May we 
give thanks for the beloveds that sit on either side of us. May we work 
toward a world in which no one is denied their chair. May we peer 
deeply into the humanity of one another, and in doing so, may we be 
open to the image of God that dwells there behind eyes that do not 
look like our own and in faces we do not yet know.  
 

This season, we give thanks for the table. May it be a place of               
reconciliation, connection and deep, holy joy.  
 

 Thanks be to God.  

    - Eliza Smith 

REMEMBER – every Sunday we have two opportunities for fellowship, both in the Welcome Center. At 9:30 a.m., meet 
for Coffee & Conversation. After the 11 a.m. worship service, join members and guests for Fellowship including light 

refreshments and the chance to get to know one another better. 

Morningside Happenings 
 

New Faith Development Series lead by Anna Miles 
The value of testimony - sharing a story of faith—has often been a 
divisive subject in the church, however, humans are storytelling 
beings. One of the ways we relate to each other, grow, and evolve 
is through hearing the stories of others and telling our own stories. 
During this three-week series, we will explore the concepts of nar-
rative therapy and narrative pastoral care as they relate to sharing 
journeys of our faith. All are invited to join in this Sunday School 
Class, which meets in Room 201 at 9:45 a.m. 
 

All Saints’ Sunday on November 4th 
On All Saints’ Sunday, we give glory to God for the ordinary, holy 
lives of the believers in this and every age. We give thanks to mem-
bers of the community of faith who have died in the past year. We 
also pray that we may be counted among the company of the faithful 
in God’s eternal realm. Join with us in a special Worship Service 
which includes Communion and portions of Mozart’s Requiem sung 
by the MPC Chancel Choir. During the Communion portion of 
Worship, a list of the names of our members’ loved ones who have 
recently died will be read - each name followed by the sounding of a 
bell. 
 

Also on this All Saints’ Sunday, November 4th, we welcome our 
new Interim Pastor, Leigh Campbell-Taylor. Leigh has served in a 
variety of ministries with diverse congregations. We believe her 
gifts and passion for leading transitional    congregations will help 
shepherd MPC into its bright future! All are invited to a special 
reception after Worship to       welcome Leigh and her husband, 
Clark, to our Morningside family. 
 

Special Music for All Saints’ Sunday 
Mozart’s Requiem (KV 626) stands as one of the greatest     artistic 
expressions of faith in the history of music. Intrigue surrounds this 
composition; Mozart died while working on this last piece of music. 
Its genesis came from a well-known patron of the arts, Count 
Walsegg-Stupach, who commissioned the work in July 1791. Mo-
zart almost refused the commission knowing that he was overbur-
dened with other composing projects, but because the count offered 
quite a lot of money which Mozart desperately    needed, Mozart 
agreed. As he began to work on the Requiem, he had a premonition 
that higher powers intended for this work to be played at his own 
funeral. He died December 5, 1791 from kidney disease. At that 
time of his death he had completed the first two movements of the 
work and had sketched out the last seven. Franz Xavier Süssmyer, a 
student of Mozart’s, was paid by Mozart’s wife, Constanze to fulfill 
the contract and finish the work. The first   performance was on 
January 2, 1793. 

 

 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

3 Ginny Furgus 

3 Ann Benson 

4 Will James 

4 Tara Parrish 

6 Mac Frampton 

6 Sam Wingert 

8 Kelly Anderson 

8 Christian Bromley 

10 Maria Ragland 

11 Maddox Eberhart 

12 Charlotte Sommerfeld 

12 Sara Elizabeth Sommerfeld 

12 Julie Loring 

15 Joseph Cochran 

15 Rhonda McIntosh 

15 Keira Cobb 

16 Grady Ulep 

17 Art Sweum 

17 Cameron Cobb 

18 Gillian Budd 

19 Ellis Williams 

19 Will Lee 

20 Robert McIntosh 

20 Ryder Woolley 

20 Anna Palmer 

22 Cash Hackney 

22 Art Gordon 

22 Clint Holmes 

23 Genevieve Shafer 

26 Kasey Libby 

27 Loretta Pinkston 

27 Lucas Benzinger 

28 Allen Burke 

28 Tony Fishpaw 

30 Chap O’Brien 

 

Mark your calendars for                                 

December’s Special Holiday Events: 

 1 - “An Appalachian Christmas Carol” 

 2 - Moravian Love Feast;                                      

Advent Wreath Making 

 9 - Commitment Sunday;                                    

Children’s Pageant; Chili Cook-off 

 Christmas Eve: 

4:00 p.m. Family Service 

8:00 p.m. A Service of Lessons and Carols 

* Contributing author, Eliza Smith, was our former Intern from       
Columbia Seminary. Eliza has rejoined Morningside Presbyterian this 
year as the Assistant to the Associate Pastor. She will help particularly 
with the Youth Program, as well as in the office. We are very thankful 
to have her on board at MPC. 

MPC 2018 Fall 

Retreat 

Montreat Confrerence Center 

and Lookout Mountain 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

1 
11 a.m., 
Yogasculpt 
 
7:30 p.m.,  
Handbell Choir 

2 
6:45 p.m.,   
Youth Group -   
Movie Late 
Night 

3 
 

Daylight Savings Ends 4 
COMMUNION & 
ALL SAINTS DAY 
 

9:15 a.m., Coffee &  
Conversation 
 

9:45 a.m., Sunday 
School  for All Ages 
 

11 a.m., Worship/
Mozart Requiem 
 

12 p.m., Fellowship  
 

2 p.m., Youth Group -   
(Offsite) Out of    
Darkness Walk 
 

 5 
12 p.m., Arts & 
Crafts Guild 
 

 
 

 

  6 
 
 
 
 
 

11 a.m., Yoga 
 

2:15 p.m.,   
Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 
 

4:30 p.m. Tai 
Chi 
 

 

7 
6 p.m., Children’s 
Choir 
 

7:30 p.m.,   
Chancel Choir 

8 
11 a.m.,       
Yogasculpt 
 

7:30 p.m. 
Handbell Choir 

9 
MPP        
Preschool 
Fundraiser 

 

 

10 
9 p.m.;          
Presbytery  
Meeting (offisite 
at Clairmont 
Presbyterian 

 

7 p.m., Couples 
Group (Offsite) 

 
 

 11 
“THIS I BELIEVE” 
 

9:15 a.m., Coffee &  
Conversation 
 

9:45 a.m., Sunday 
School for All Ages 
 

11 a.m., Worship 
 

12 p.m., Fellowship  
 

12:30 p.m., Deacons 
 

6 p.m., Youth Group 

12 
 

 

13 
11 a.m., Yoga 
 

2:15 p.m.,   
Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 
 

4:30 p.m. Tai 
Chi 
 

7:00 p.m.,   
LGTB & Friends 
(Offsite) 
 

 

14 
11:00 a.m., 
Dobbs Tutoring 
 

6:00 p.m., 
Children’s Choir 
 

7:30 p.m.,   
Chancel Choir 

15 
11 a.m.,       
Yogasculpt 
 

7:30 p.m.  
Handbell Choir 

 
 

16 
 

 17 
 

  18 
9:15 a.m., Coffee &  
Conversation 
 

9:45 a.m., Sunday 
School for All Ages 
 

11 a.m., Worship 
 

12 p.m., Fellowship  
 

12:30 p.m.,           
RHO Readers 
 

6 p.m., Youth Group 
 

 

19 
12 p.m., Arts & 
Crafts Guild 

 

  

 20 
 

11 a.m., Yoga 
 

2:15 p.m.,   
Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 
 

4:30 p.m. Tai 
Chi 

21 
12 p.m., One 
Gray Hair Lunch 
 

7:30 p.m.,   
Chancel Choir 

22 
CHURCH   

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 
THANKSGIVING 

DAY 

23 
CHURCH   

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 24 
5:30 p.m.,    
Clifton Sanctuary 

 25 
9:15 a.m., Coffee &  
Conversation 
 

9:45 a.m., Sunday 
School for All Ages 
 

11 a.m., Worship 
 

12 p.m., Fellowship  
 

 

                  26 
6:30 p.m.,    
Women’s 
Roundtable 

                 27 
11 a.m., Yoga 
 

2:15 p.m.,   
Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 
 

4:30 p.m. Tai 
Chi 

 
 

                         28 
12 p.m., One 
Gray Hair Lunch 
 

6:00 p.m., 
Children’s Choir 
 

7:30 p.m., 
Chancel Choir 
 
 

                  29                   30  

Preschool Tours - 2 More Opportunities! 
Tell your neighbors about the Prospective Parent Tours on         
December 4th and January 14th at 9:15 a.m. at Morningside      
Presbyterian Preschool for the 2019-2020 school year. We do still 
have Toddler openings this year and one PreK spot. RSVP to 
mpp@morningsidepc.org or contact Melinda for individual tours 
on different dates. 
 

Bienfait Available for Painting 
Bienfait Kunumbe, our sponsored refugee from Congo and       
Morningside member, is available for both inside and outside  
painting (weather permitting) projects on Saturdays. Bienfait is a 
professional painter and wanting to supplement his income . Please 
text or call him at 404-563-3545.If you have communication    
problems contact Holly Campbell at 404-435-0676. 

NOVEMBER 2018 

Morningside Preschool Fundraiser - November 9th 
The Preschool’s annual fundraiser will be at  Paris on Ponce on   
Friday, November 9th.This is an important source of income for our 
annual budget which provides materials, curriculum, salaries and 
special programs for MPP. All are welcome to attend. Tickets are 
$75.Be a sponsor at any level and to bid on items that range from 
practical to entertaining to fabulously fun! Contact Director Melinda 
Sandkam (mpp@morningsidepc.org) with any questions. Bid for all 
silent auction items at www.biddingforgood.com/mpp/2018.   
Create an account and support the Preschool by bidding today! 
 

This Month’s Couples Group Gathering 
All couples are invited to meet at the home of Ann and John Watson 
(1397 Harvard Road) at 7:00 p.m. on Saturday, November 10th. 
Contact Kathy Bremer (kathydaybremer@gmail.com) to RSVP and 
sign up to bring an appetizer, side dish, or dessert. 
 

“This I Believe” Sunday, November 11th 
Plan on joining in Worship on Sunday, November 11th, for our 
beloved tradition of hearing the stories of the faith journeys of three 
members of our Morningside family. 
 

LGBT & Friends’ Guest Speaker Connie Tuttle 
Please join us Tuesday, November 13th, at the home of Julie Green 
and Mardee Rightmyer (2707 W. Pharr Rd, 30317). We welcome 
guest speaker, Connie Tuttle, who will read from her newest book, 
A Gracious Heresy: The Queer Calling of an Unlikely Prophet. We will 
gather for fellowship and dinner at 7 p.m. Julie and Mardee will     
supply the main dish and dessert; guests are asked to bring sides and 
wine. RSVP to Michael Siedschlag (mwsiedschlag@gmail.com). 
 

Dobbs Elementary Tutoring Opportunity 
One of MPC’s most popular outreaches is our tutoring partnership 
with Dobbs Elementary School. Tutoring is held every 2nd   
Wednesday of the month throughout the school year. Join us on 
Wednesday, November 14th, at 10:15 a.m. Volunteer by contacting 
Bill Means (billmeans@bellsouth.net) or Leslie Prince 
(leslieprince@comcast.net). 
 

Thanksgiving at Clifton Sanctuary 
On the Saturday after Thanksgiving, we have the opportunity to 
prepare a dinner for the men at Clifton Sanctuary Ministries.        
Pick-a-Pan from the Narthex on Sunday, November 18th. Bring 
your dish to the Clifton Shelter by 5:30 p.m. or the Watson home 
(1397    Harvard Road) by 5:30 p.m. on Saturday, November 24th. 
Contact Ann Watson (atwatson@icloud.com) with questions.  
 

One Gray Hair Luncheon on 4th Wednesday this Month 
Please take note that due to November’s third Thursday being the 
day before Thanksgiving Day, this month’s One Gray Hair Luncheon 
meets on the fourth Wednesday, November 28th. RSVP to Sarah 
and Richard Brownlee (rsbrownlee1046@att.net) and come      
prepared to have a good time! 
 

Women’s Roundtable -  Monday, November 28th 
This month we focus on the spiritual preparation for Christmas. We 
will discuss and explore the meaning and traditions of Advent. All 
members and friends are invited to join us for dinner and fellowship. 
This month’s host is Hillery McNeill (20 Stratford Place, 30342). 
RSVP to Sarah Brownlee (rsbrownlee1046@att.net). 

 

“Someone struggled for your right to vote. Use it.” 
 

- Susan B. Anthony 
 

Election Day is  November 6th. 

Session Notes 

 We had a healthy discussion around invigorating volunteerism 
among MPCers. Good ideas came out of it and we encourage 
every one of our congregants to become as involved as they’re 
able in the numerous volunteer activities of our church and 
surrounding community. These are excellent ways to Serve 
Together! 

 

 Church finances are showing we’re behind where we should be 
this time of year from a planned giving perspective (pledges), 
but we’ve seen this as a yearly trend where most pledges are 
caught up by year’s end. Speaking of that, your Commitment 
Ministries Team has been busy working on the 2019           
Commitment Season - please watch your mail for the packet 
they’re sending and watch and listen for Minute Messages in 
upcoming Sunday Services. Prayerfully considering your annual 
pledge is one of the many ways to help us Grow Together. 

 

 Sandra Ward of Fellowship Ministries reported a very successful 
Sack Lunch Building workshop head during (and in place of) a 
recent post-service fellowship hour. 120 sack lunches were 
made by congregants of all ages - Serving Together - benefiting 
the residents at Clifton Sanctuary Ministries. This is effort was 
so successful that we’re considering doing it on a quarterly  
basis. 

 

 Lastly, your Session approved the Children’s Ministry        
Committees motion to replace the MPC Preschool’s aging   
playground equipment, so watch for some big changes soon in 
that area of the Morningside campus! 

Cake Ingredients 
* 2 small boxes vanilla instant   
pudding 
* 3 cups of milk 
* 8 oz. Cool Whip 
* Graham Crackers 
 

Cake:  
Mix pudding and milk. Add Cool 
Whip. Line 9” x 13” pan with whole 
Graham Crackers. Add 1/2 of  
pudding mixture. Add another layer 
graham crackers, remainder of  
pudding, then another layer of  
Graham Crackers. 

Topping Ingredients 
* 1 cup of sugar 
* 1/4 cup cocoa 
* 1/4 cup evaporated milk 
* 3/4 stick of butter 
* 1 tsp. of vanilla 
 

Topping: 
Boil sugar, cocoa, and evaporated 
milk for 1 minute. Add butter and 
vanilla. Mix until smooth and pour 
over top of cake. Refrigerate. 
 

Enjoy with your family and friends. 
Share with your neighbors.          

Chocolate D’Éclair Cake 

*Contributed by MPC Member Sandy Mashburn 
Enjoy with family and friends! Share with your neighbors.  
Leftovers can be donated to Megan Mashburn. 
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