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From a Morningside Messenger 
 

Throughout October, Morningside spotlights our strategic plan and our path 
to achieve that plan. Our church has a fantastic history of completing a 5-year 
plan in 3 years, so once again, it’s time for new goals, new vision, and doing 
new things.   

Over the last several months, we have listened to your dreams for the future, 
your wishes for spiritual nurture for both you and your children, and your 
aspirations for service. Though you may not have known, your session and the 
strategic planning and implementation team have been hard at work formulat-
ing our next strategic plan based on your input. You told us that you are on a 
journey and that you want to make that journey with your church family, your 
community, and most importantly, God.  

So, please let us introduce to you…..Journey Together! Your priorities lined 
up into four pillars – Worship Together, Serve Together, Grow Together and 
Be Together. You’ll learn more about our pillars in the coming months, but 
specifically each Sunday in October during our 11am worship service.   

The essence of our Journey Together has been eloquently set to music in a 
hymn which will be unveiled this month. Morningside’s own Michael Morgan 
penned the hymn text and Jonathan Crutchfield composed the music. Addi-
tionally, you’ll see Journey Together throughout our MPC communication 
pieces and our website. Even our volunteer sign-up forms are being updated 
to reflect these four pillars.   

Beginning this month, you’ll see posters and videos displayed throughout our 
campus with the theme, MY MORNINGSIDE JOURNEY. They feature MPC 
members sharing, in their own words, what Morningside means to them and 
how you can join them on their journey. The graphics, photography and edit-
ing are designed by Anthony Cochran, Marcelo Galvão, Patrick McComas, 
Lloyd Prince and Bob Wells. The instrumental orchestration of Morningside’s 
Journey Together hymn, heard throughout the video, is arranged by Mac 
Frampton.  

Our October worship bulletins will include a handout with educational, musi-
cal, and volunteer opportunities that Morningside offers and supports to en-
rich our lives with Worship, Service and Growth. You are encouraged to sign 
up and participate in programs and activities that are meaningful to you and 
your Journey. Once you have completed the form, please hand it in to the 
Deacons and Strategic Planning Team members who will be in the Narthex 
following each October worship service.   

One last thing…..if you would like to share your Morningside Journey, either 
in print or video, our strategic planning and implementation team would love 
for you to help us create excitement about our Journey Together. The team is 
chaired by Beth Fain and includes Jack Klotz, Bobbie McCracken, Jeff Peters, 
and Leslie Prince – please see one of us!   

Worship. Serve. Grow. Be.  We are Journeying Together  

REMEMBER – every Sunday we have two opportunities for 
Fellowship, both in the Welcome Center. At 9:30 a.m., meet for Coffee & Conversation. After the 11 a.m. worship 
service, join members and guests for Fellowship         including light refreshments and the chance to get to know one 

29 Rob Payne 

30 Pat Antenucci 

30 James Beasley 

30 Austin Johnson Rogers 

31 Don Grant  

31 Brian Johnson 

31 Jeff Peters 

 

 

OCTOBER  
Birthdays  

 
1 Gus Libby 

1 Shelley Senterfitt 

2 France Bresnahan 

3 Jeannette McClure 

3 Anna Gray Sapp 

5 Miranda Brownlee 

5 David Wingert 

6 Duncan Spears 

7 Natalie Holler 

 

Morningside Happenings 
 
 

Morningside’s Interim Pastor Nominating Committee was pleased to 
present the recommendation of Leigh Campbell Taylor to the Session 
on September 17th and is thrilled to introduce her to you now. Leigh 
comes to us from her most recent interim work with Oakhurst       
Presbyterian and prior to that Newnan Presbyterian, both               
congregations which were transitioning from pastors with over 30 
years’ experience in their pulpits. 

 In addition, she has held the following positions:  

The Towers at Wesley Woods (Emory University Hospitals) - Chaplain 

Druid Hills Presbyterian Church – Pastoral Intern 

Durbanville Presbyterian Church (Cape Town South Africa) – Pastoral 
Intern 

Central Presbyterian Church – Bethlehem (children’s) Choir Director 

Candler School of Theology – Adjunct Professor 

Leigh, and her husband Clark, are already our neighbors, living on 
Cumberland Rd! The couple has two sons, one living in Colorado and 
the other in North Carolina. While not raised in the church, Leigh felt 
the call of God after she and Clark began to visit Central                  
Presbyterian. She soon after enrolled at Columbia Theological         
Seminary to pursue a second career.  

Leigh described in her Pastoral Information Form the ministry setting 
she believes God is calling her to: 

 I believe God is calling me to minister within and with a congregation that 
deeply values being a community of worship, learning, mission, and care of 
neighbor and stranger. This place of ministry is porous to God’s Spirit, which 
flows into it and out from it, guiding and inspiring people in their witness to 

God’s love. 

This time of transition can be a period of considerable growth for our 
church as we begin to execute our detailed strategic plan. Leigh’s gifts, 
her previous interim successes and her passion for leading transitional 
congregations will help bridge Morningside between our past and the 
bright future ahead as we prepare to begin our search for our next 
called senior pastor.   

We look forward with anticipation to Leigh’s arrival on November 1st! 

 

 

8 Mary Branon 

8 Oscar Brow 

8 Julia Kneeland 

10 Malcolm Young 

13 Ali Bradway 

13 Amy Jarratt 

13 David Yntema 

14 Quade Ladds 

15 Joe Brady 

15 Sanda Means 

 

16 Philip Hawkins 

17 Joanna Adams 

18 Donna Scalf 

18 David Stewart 

19 Lucas Brow 

20 Sienna Weis 

21 Betty Blaine 

21 Liam Fox 

21 Rich Powell 

22 Julie Green 

 

 

 

24 Catherine Branon 

24 Jeffrey Harris 

26 Finley Cromer 

26 Catherine Fleming 

26 Pam Sharpe 

26 John Young 

27 Robin Hackney 

28 Abigail Ward 

29 Terry Lawson 

29 Jason Loring 

 

 

 

“Sunday FUNday @ Morningside!” is a new, fun platform that includes Sunday School  
programming for children, youth, and parents; Children’s Church; and Youth Group.  
 

Children’s Sunday School 
Children’s classes will follow the liturgical calendar, so children will learn the same stories the 
adults hear in Worship. 
 Nursery (infant to 18 months): Room 105 with Miss Courtney Smith 
 2 year olds: Room 012 with Ms. Debbi Loomis 
 3’s and Pre-K: Room 009 with Ms. Melinda Sandkam 
 Kindergarten and 1st grade: Room 001 with Mrs. Sue Ballay 
 2nd, 3rd, and 4th grades: Room 003 & 005 with Mrs. Cindy Humphries 
 

Youth Sunday School 
All youth will meet in the Youth Center. This year the class will be following the story of the Bible. Beginning in Genesis, we will travel 
through scripture learning about Adam and Eve, Moses, King David, the prophets, the life of Jesus, until finally landing in Revelation. 
 

Adult Sunday School Classes 
 Faith Formation for Families: Parents with children of all ages are invited to join this class, which meets in Room 201. The class will 

cover important topics related to raising children in a family of faith, and features guest speakers and teachers. 
 Faith Formation: Adults from all walks of life will make up this class, which meets in the Session Room. The year is full of rotating, 

topical classes, starting off with a study of the Psalms, discussing social issues, spiritual practices, and welcoming guest speakers.    
Anyone and everyone is welcome to join the class at any point throughout the year. 

 

Children’s Church 
Children are always welcome in worship; in fact, we encourage them to attend! We continue to offer nursery and childcare options for 
children under age 3 throughout the Worship hour. Children, ages 3 through 4th grade have the option of leaving  worship, as marked in 
each Sunday’s bulletin.  
 3’s and Pre-K can go downstairs for a bible story, songs and a snack, where parents can pick them up after worship. 
 Kindergarteners through 4th graders can go with Ms. Mardee to the Youth Room for a scripture reading and children’s sermon.  

 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

30 
9:15 a.m., Coffee &  
Conversation 
 

9:45 a.m., Sunday 
School for All Ages 
 

11 a.m., Worship - 
Children’s Choir Sings 
 

12 p.m., Fellowship  
 

5 p.m., Blessing of the 
Animals 
 

6 p.m., Youth Group 

1 
12 p.m., Arts & 
Crafts Guild 
 

 

2 
11 a.m., Yoga 
 

2:15 p.m.,   
Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 
 

4:30 p.m. Tai 
Chi 

 

3 
7:30 p.m.,   
Chancel Choir 
 
 

 

4 
11 a.m.,       
Yogasculpt 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Handbell Choir 

 
 

 

5 

 

6 
6 p.m., Clifton 
Fundraiser 
(Offsite) 

 7 
Peacemaking      
Offering - World 
Communion Sunday  
 
9:15 a.m., Coffee &  
Conversation 
 

9:45 a.m., Sunday 
School  for All Ages 
 

11 a.m., Worship 
 

12 p.m., Fellowship  
 

12:30 p.m., Mission 
Committee 
 

 8 
 
 

 

  9 
11 a.m., Yoga 
 

2:15 p.m.,   
Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 
 

4:30 p.m. Tai 
Chi 
 

7 p.m. LGBT & 
Friends (Offsite) 

10 
7:30 p.m.,   
Chancel Choir 

11 
11 a.m.,       
Yogasculpt 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Handbell Choir 

12 
7 p.m., Couples 
Group (Offsite) 

13 
 
 
 

 14 
9:15 a.m., Coffee &  
Conversation 
 

9:45 a.m., Sunday 
School for All Ages 
 

11 a.m., Worship 
 

12 p.m., Fellowship  
 

12:30 p.m., Deacons 
 

3 p.m., Mozart  
Concert 
 

6 p.m., Youth Group 

15 
12 p.m., Arts & 
Crafts Guild 
 

7 p.m., Session 

16 
11 a.m., Yoga 
 

2:15 p.m.,   
Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 
 

4:30 p.m. Tai 
Chi 
 
7:00 p.m.     
Preschool 

17 
7:30 p.m.,   
Chancel Choir 

18 
11 a.m.,       
Yogasculpt 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Handbell Choir 

 
 

19 
Church Wide 
Retreat 
(Offsite) 

 20 
Church Wide 
Retreat 
(Offsite) 

  21 
Church Wide      
Retreat (Offsite) 
 
9:15 a.m., Coffee &  
Conversation 
 

9:45 a.m., Sunday 
School for All Ages 
 

11 a.m., Worship 
 

12 p.m., Fellowship  
 

 

22 
 

  

 23 
 

11 a.m., Yoga 
 

2:15 p.m.,   
Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 
 

4:30 p.m. Tai 
Chi 

24 
7:30 p.m.,   
Chancel Choir 

25 
11 a.m.,       
Yogasculpt 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Handbell Choir 

26 
 

 27 
 

 

 28 
9:15 a.m., Coffee &  
Conversation 
 

9:45 a.m., Sunday 
School for All Ages 
 

11 a.m., Worship 
 

12 p.m., Fellowship  
 

12:30 p.m.,           
RHO Readers 

                  29                  30 
11 a.m., Yoga 
 

2:15 p.m.,   
Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 
 

4:30 p.m. Tai 
Chi 

 
 

                         31 
Halloween 
 
7:30 p.m., 
Chancel Choir 
 
Chancel Choir 
Dress Rehearsal 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Looking Ahead...  
 

 November 4 - All Saints’ Service; Mozart’s Requiem 
 November 11 - “This I Believe” Sunday 

Bienfait Available for Painting 
Bienfait Kunumbe, our sponsored refugee from Congo and       
Morningside member, is available for both inside and outside  
painting (weather permitting) projects on Saturdays. Bienfait is a 
professional painter and hoping to supplement his income in this way. 
Please text or call him at 404-563-3545.If you have communication 
problems contact Holly Campbell at 404-435-0676;                       

 

Costume Collection 
The mission of Our House (located on the property of Columbia   
Presbyterian Church in Decatur) is to break the chain of            
homelessness by providing early childhood education and             
comprehensive support services for families experiencing          
homelessness. During the month of October, we will assist MPP with 
collecting Halloween costumes for children ages infant -5 years. 
Please bring in new/gently used costumes and place in the  Preschool 
or Welcome Center bins by Friday, Oct. 26.  

 
Singers Singing Mozart Concert 
Sunday, October 14 at 3p.m. the staff singers of our church will  
present a concert highlighting the music of Wolfgang Amadeus    
Mozart. This concert will help raise needed funds to send some of 
our choir to Europe next summer to sing in Mozart’s birthplace —   
Salzburg — and in the city Mozart lived and adored — Vienna.  We 
are so fortunate each Sunday to be led by these gifted singers and our 
fantastic choir. Come help us celebrate the music of Mozart as we 
celebrate the talents of Megan Mashburn, Esther Kim Ruder,      
Shannan O’Dowd, Nan Nowell, Alex Masten, Kirby Eicholtz, and 
Brandon Odom. Two names you may not recognize: Esther Ruder 
and Kirby Eicholtz. Esther has been filling in for Megan Mashburn 
while she has been on maternity leave. Kirby Eicholtz is a GSU    
student who has sung in our choir on occasions, especially this years 
Gala concert. Invite family and friends to join you for this special 

concert.  

OCTOBER 2018 SAVE THE DATE!!! 
MPC outreach Clifton Sanctuary Ministries will host a photo 
exhibition at Blue Mark Studio on Oct. 6th as part of Atlanta      
Celebrates Photography month, the largest annual  community-
oriented photo festival in the US. One of the photos featured will be 
of Joe, a man who was part of the Clifton community back in the 
1970s-80s.  Renowned photographer Al Clayton took this picture of 
Joe. Other photos on exhibit will include Al's stunning photos       
featured in the book Still Hungry in America, published in the late 
1960s and recently re-released. Copies will be available for purchase. 
This book brought to light the dire issue of hunger and helped spur 
legislation which expanded    the food stamp program in the   early 
1970s. Join us for an evening of great photography at Blue Mark 
Studio and see how Joe made an impact in our community. Tickets 
are available at www.bit.ly/Cliftonevents.com 
 
Peace At All Times, In All Ways 
From 2 Thess 3:16, this is the theme for the 2018 Peace & Global 
Witness offering. Presbyterians help transform lives through our work 
for peace, with the tools God has given us. Together, in the Spirit of 
God, we work to break the power of hate, and heal the wounds of 
violence and division. We join in the Peace & Global Witness 
Offering on World Communion Sunday Oct. 7th because it is 
boundless peace God offers. 
 
LAST CHANCE to sign up for the Retreat!  Printable reservation 
forms are on the church web site under Upcoming Special 
Events. Forms are also attached to Retreat poster easels in the      
Narthex and Welcome Center and are available in the church office as 
well. Deadline is Sunday October 7th. 
 
Dobbs Elementary Tutoring  
An important outreach for MPC is the mentoring/tutoring            
partnership with Dobbs Elementary School. The correct date for  
tutoring will be on October 17th rather than October 10th because 
the school system will be on their fall break. Any tutors who want to 
carpool to the school will meet at the church at 10:15 a.m., tutoring 
begins at 11 a.m. 
 
Couples Group Gathering - Friday, October 12th 
All couples are invited on Friday, October 12th to meet at the home 
of Sandy and Jerry Mashburn (3469 Snow Trail Snellville, GA 30039) 
at 7 p.m.  
 
InTown Collaborative Ministries 
We are looking for 12 MPC volunteers to help at the food             
pantry Saturday October 13th from 10 am to 1 pm. Families     
welcome, please come serve our needy neighbors at Druid Hills    
Presbyterian Church's McIver Hall. Contact Laura Ulep or                                                         
Nancy Collins or call or text Nancy at 678-634-4572 to volunteer or 
for questions.  
 
Women’s Roundtable, October 22 at 6:30 p.m. 
Join us for a discussion about how different ways of thinking and  
processing information can be harnessed to strengthen our            
communities and workplaces with Kimberly Dick, Executive Director 
of Autism Speaks Georgia, and Colleen Sullivan, award-winning    
neurodiversity advocate. All women are invited to join us for dinner 
and fellowship. This month’s host is Hillery McNeill (20 Stratford 
Place, Atlanta 30342).  RSVP to Sarah Brownlee. 

 

Treasurer’s Report                                                        
In all years in recent memory, MPC has been fortunate to meet 
its budgeted obligations and mission giving. Unfortunately, the 
timing of giving is heavily skewed to late in the year. This means 
that it is necessary to maintain sufficient reserves to operate  
during late summer and early fall. This year pressure on reserves 
at this time has been greater than usual. As of July 31st our      
budgeted offerings and payments on pledges were expected to 
be approximately $595,389. Actual receipts as of that date were 
$452,938. All of our ministries are extremely focused on    
stewardship. Expenses to-date are less than budgeted, but not 
enough to offset the shortfall on receipts. If possible, please  
consider keeping your pledges and gifts current. If you plan    
year-end giving, gifts of securities or donations from your IRA, 
please let church treasurer Bill Humphries know so he can plan 
for these. Please let him know, also, if you need to amend your 
pledge. Feel free to direct any questions regarding church      
finances to Bill Humphries or Allen Burke, Elder and Chair 
of our Finance Committee.  
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