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November 2015 
Worship at Morningside 

 

November 1, 2015 
Baron Mullis preaching 

“From Here to Eternity” (homily) 
Text:  Revelation 21:1-6a 

All Saints Day 
Inquirers’ Class 

The sacraments of communion and baptism will be celebrated. 
 

November 8, 2015 
Baron Mullis preaching 

“Jail Break” 
Text:  Luke 4:16-30 
New Member Sunday 

The sacrament of baptism will be celebrated. 
 

November 15, 2015 
Baron Mullis preaching 

“Treasure” 
Texts:  Psalm 90; 2 Corinthians 4:7-15 

90th Anniversary Celebration 
The sacrament of baptism will be celebrated. 

 

November 22, 2015 
Drew Stockstill preaching 

“Keep It Together” 
Texts: Jeremiah 23:1-6; Colossians 1:11-20 

The sacrament of baptism will be celebrated. 
 

November 29, 2015 
Baron Mullis preaching 
“The Kingdom is Near” 

Texts:  1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36 
The sacrament of baptism will be celebrated. 
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That’s a wonderful thing when what is in the DNA is 
something as fundamentally Christian as a profound and 
unconditional welcome in Jesus Christ.   
 

That should give pause to all of us as we consider our life 
together and our lives apart.  What are we allowing into 
our DNA?  How will it manifest itself?   
 

I hope we will all continue to think of these things – and I 
give thanks to God for the ministry of Morningside Presby-
terian Church of these last 90 years, and pray that the next 
90 will be both blessing and gift.   
 

Shalom 
,  
 
Baron 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers,  
 

                                          

                          From Your Pastor 
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Birthdays, anniversaries – they 
are causes for reflection, 
aren’t they? 
 

My birthday ending in zero 
this year certainly caused me to reflect at least a little bit, 
but noting that I was observing the fifteenth anniversary of 
my ordination as a minister this year caused me to reflect 
far more.  I found myself thinking about my ministry over 
the prior years, the gifts of it, the challenges of it, and the 
surprises of it.  I was glad of the reflection.   
 

The church celebrates 90 years of ministry on Nov. 15, 
and I find myself wondering about the gifts of those 90 
years, the challenges, and the surprises.   
 

In doing some preparatory work for the service on that 
day, in which we will welcome back both Joanna Adams 
and Walter Huff, Drew uncovered the bulletin from the 
fiftieth anniversary.  There was a wonderful quote that I 
want to share with you,  
 

“To those who are young and need counsel; to all who are 
strong and want a task; to those who are thwarted and 
need courage; to all who are lonely and want companion-
ship; to those who are weak and need strength; to all who 
are sinful and need a Saviour; this church opens wide its 
doors and in the name of Christ our Lord, says, 
‘Welcome.’” 
 

When I was called to be your pastor five years ago, I began 
ruminating on what made this church what it is.  I settled 
on the belief that it is the church’s unconditional welcome, 
whether aspirational or realized, that is the characteristic 
that imbues Morningside with its character.  I set about 
immediately highlighting and pulling forward that identity 
in what I said and did as your pastor.  I had no idea such a 
paragraph had ever been written in reference to Morning-
side – I just knew what I saw. 
 

My point is this: when something gets into the DNA of a 
church, its effects are unmistakable and uncontainable.  

 

‘Hope, Peace, Joy, Love’ Will  
Illuminate Sunday Class 
 

“Illuminating Advent:  Bringing Christ’s Hope, Peace, 
Joy and Love Into Our Lives” will be a six-week series 
that also has a service component for our adult Faith 
Development group meeting in Room 201 at 9:45 a.m. 
Sundays beginning Nov. 22. 
 

In the meantime, everyone is welcome to spend the 
Sunday school time with our guest, Columbia Seminary 
Professor Emeritus Dr. George Stroup, who speaks on 
the wide-ranging topic of idolatry the first three Sun-
days this month. 
 

For their Advent service project, the adults will lead 
the congregation by sponsoring a clothing tree. The 
donations of men's and women's clothing will be given 
to the ICM clothes closet and Rebecca's Tent.  
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Morningside Milestones 
• Is this cool or what?  Linda Johnson appeared in the drama “Underground,” the closing production of this year’s 

Black Arts Festival.  And Jack Klotz was named Employee of the Year by the Atlanta Braves. (Too bad he couldn’t 
save the season.) 

• Several dozen pups, kitties and even a beta fish came out for our second annual Blessing of the Animals Oct. 25. We 
gave thanks for and treats to our beloved animal companions.  

• Kudos to Roland Behm for this thoughtful op-ed piece in the Atlanta Journal-Constitution about the role of guns in 
suicides in the United States. Also of note, Baron's sermon “Going to the Other Side”, is included in a compila-
tion, A Storm Has Passed: Addressing the Challenge at Charleston, Atlanta's Healing Sermons Preached on June 21, 
2015, edited by Thomas Ball, printed this year.  The book contains the sermons of 15 Atlanta ministers, the sermon 
of Rev. Goff Sr. of Mother Emanuel AME Church, and the eulogy of Rev. Pinckney by Pres. Obama.  

tion.  Nominations from the floor are allowed, but you 
must have verified the willingness of the individual to 
serve. In our church, officer positions are not “honorary” 
- there’s much work to be done by both elders and dea-
cons beyond attending monthly meetings. 
 

Be sure to attend Nov. 8, which is also a New Member 
Sunday, to show your support for our church governance 
and the officers you will elect.  

Morningside Will Elect Officers to Lead for Next Three Years 
Session has set a Congregational Meeting for Sunday,   
Nov. 8, following worship for the purpose of electing 
elders and deacons to the Class of 2018. Choosing new 
officers for our ministry and nurture teams is one of the 
most important duties of a church member in the Presby-
terian tradition. 
 

Our Officer Nominating Committee, co-chaired by 
Hillery McNeill and Lisa Jern, has prepared a slate of 
nominees based upon names received from the congrega-

Early Results from Commitment Sunday Only Beginning 
Morningside celebrated Commitment Sunday Oct. 25, 
with members coming to the front of the Sanctuary to 
turn in pledge cards for 2016. While the annual commit-
ment effort is off to a strong start, there’s still much to be 
done. If you weren’t able to attend Commitment Sunday, 
you can still turn in your pledge by dropping it off or mail-
ing it to the church, placing it in the offering plate during 
worship or by contacting Commitment chairs Van Jensen 
or Kim Nuckols. All we’re asking for is a 2 percent in-

crease in your pledge amount—or a new pledge if you’ve 
never pledged before. 

This season is also a good time to think about updating 
your member information on our website and automate 
paying your pledge there, too.  It is secure and assures the 
church of an even cash flow throughout the year.  It’s also 
how to express your interest in participating in our many 
groups, service projects and ministry teams. 

Blessing of the Animals, Sunday, October 25, 2015 
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Are You Ready to Par-TAY?  November Is MPC’s Most Social Month 
Before we head off to join families and friends for 
Thanksgiving or clean up the house and get out the pots 
and pans to host them, November offers celebrations for 
everyone, some with a purpose and some just for fun. 
 

Giving Gathering 
First up is our annual Giving Gathering, saluting the par-
ents and children among us and most particularly our 
preschool families, Monday, Nov. 2, from 5:30 to 6:45 
p.m.  But everyone is welcome to come chow down on 
the “comfort foods” popular with young and old alike.  
(Who doesn’t love mac ‘n’ cheese?) 
 

The event is free, but it also kicks off an expanded fall 
collection of non-perishable foods for Intown Collabora-
tive Ministries (ICM)—feel free to bring cans of nour-
ishing, low-sodium foods. As always, there will be 
crafts, games and face-painting for the younger at-
tendees, while the rest of us chat and chew.  To volun-
teer to help or for a last-minute RSVP, contact co-chair 
Lisa Ladds (lisaladds@gmail.com or 678 637.4698). 
 

MPP FUN-Raiser 
The weekend of Nov. 13-15 is jam-packed with events. 
First up, on Friday evening, Nov. 13, Morningside Presby-
terian Preschool holds its fall FUN-Raiser at Paris on 
Ponce.  This event includes amazing silent auction items, 
creative food and cocktails and a happy crowd of church 
and preschool adults. For tickets and more information, 
watch our bulletin and website.  
 

Morningside Mingle 
And what about all those times you wished you had more 
time to get acquainted with your fellow Morningsiders?  
Our deacons have created an opportunity just for that pur-
pose:  it’s a social mixer known as the Morningside Min-
gle—to which we’re all invited. It’s happening Saturday 
evening, Nov. 14, beginning at 6 p.m. Food and beverages 
will be provided at this adults-only party, hosted by Tony 
and Kent (1368 Northview Ave.30306).  All you have to 
bring is yourself (seriously, leave the kids and your worries 
at home!).  Let the church office know by Nov. 7 if you 
plan to be there office@morningsidepc.org). Early RSVPs 
appreciated. 

 

Anniversary Celebration 
Finally, even if you think you’ve partied enough, you most definitely want to be in church on Sunday, Nov. 15, 
as we celebrate our 90 years as a congregation (see Baron’s letter on Page 2 as well as the Spotlight on Pages 6 
and 7). There will be ‘homecoming’ guests, special worship, and a congregational lunch with lots of historical 
artifacts to enjoy. 
 

In the spirit of Morningside’s previous generations, our lunch will feature our favorite sides and desserts—yes, 
it’s the return of the time-honored ‘covered dish’ meal.  MPC will provide the entrée and beverages and if your 
last name falls in the A-M part of the alphabet, please bring a salad or side to share.  Those whose names begin 
with N though Z will furnish the sweets.  RSVP to the church office is always a good idea!  We expect to pack 
Fellowship Hall!  



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m.  Faith Develop-
ment; Inquirers class  
11 a.m. Worship/All 
Saints Day/Communion 
12 noon Fellowship 
2 p.m. Eagle Scout Cere-
mony 
4:30 p.m. MS Youth  
5:30 p.m. Youth Games & 
Dinner 
6:30 p.m. SH Youth 

2 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MPP Ballet 
5:30 p.m. Thanksgiving 
Gathering 
 

 
 

 
 

 

3 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. MPP Mini-
Monets; Playball 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson Tai 
Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Theology on Tap 
7:30 p.m. Troop 455; 
MLPA Zoning; Handbells 

4 
Misson > New Orle-
ans    

8:15 a.m. MPP Chil-
dren’s Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
12 noon One Gray 
Hair Lunch 
1 p.m. MPP Music 
5:30 p.m. Treble and 
Cherub Choirs 
7 p.m. Bible Study 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

5 
Misson > New Orle-
ans    

9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
1 p.m. Playball 
 

6 
Misson > New Orleans   

9 a.m. MPP 
10 a.m. MPP Creative 
Movement 
1 p.m. MPP Karate 
 

 
 

7 
Misson > New Orleans   

9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 
 

Misson > New Orleans   8    
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:40 a.m. Called Session 
Meeting 
9:45 a.m.  Faith Develop-
ment; New Member Class 
11 a.m. Worship/New 
Member Sunday/Baptism 
followed by Congregation-
al Meeting 
12 noon Fellowship 
12:15 p.m. Deacons 
4:30-7:30 p.m. MS Youth;  
Youth Games & Dinner; 
HS Youth 
6 p.m. Journey 

9 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MPP Ballet 
12 noon Arts & Crafts 
Guild 
7 p.m. Mandolin So- 
ciety 
7:30 p.m. Morningside 
Lenox Park Assoc. 

10 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. MPP Mini-
Monets; Playball 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson Tai 
Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Preschool Com-
mittee 
7:30 p.m. Troop 455 
 
 

11 
8:15 a.m. MPP Chil-
dren’s Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MPP Music 
5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Children’s Ministry 
Listening Session 
5:30 p.m. Treble and 
Cherub Choirs 
7 p.m. Bible Study 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 

 
 

12 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
12:30 p.m. Poetry 
Group 
1 p.m. Playball 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 
 
 

13 
9 a.m. MPP  
10 a.m. Creative Move-
ment 
1 p.m. Karate 
7 p.m. Couples Group; 
MPP FUN-raiser 

 
 
 

14 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 
6 p.m. Morningside 
Mingle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment 
11 a.m. Worship/Baptism 
12 noon Anniversary 
Celebration Lunch 
12:30 p.m. RHO Readers; 
Young Adult Luncheon 
1:30 p.m. Youth Comm. 
4:30 p.m. MS Youth  
5:30 p.m. Youth Games & 
Dinner 
6:30 p.m. SH Youth  

16 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MPP Ballet 
7 p.m. Session; Mando-
lin Society 

17 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:15 a.m.-10:15 a.m. 
Children’s Ministry 
Listening Session 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. MPP Mini 
Monets; Playball 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson Tai 
Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7:30 p.m. Troop 455 
 

18 
7 a.m. Men’s Break-
fast 
8:15 a.m. MPP Chil-
dren’s Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MPP Music 
5:30 p.m. Treble and 
Cherub Choirs 
7 p.m. Bible Study 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 
 

19 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
12 noon ICM meeting 
12:30 p.m. Thursday 
Theology 
1 p.m. Playball 
7:30 p.m. Girl Scout 
Leaders; Handbell 
Choir 

20 
9 a.m. MPP 
10 a.m. MPP Creative 
Movement 
11 a.m. Karate 

 

21 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 
5:30 p.m. Handbells 
play at Atlantic Station 
Tree Lighting 
 

22 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment 
11 a.m. Worship/Baptism 
12 noon Fellowship 
12:15 p.m. Faith Develop-
ment Team 
4:30 p.m. MS Youth  
5:30 p.m. Youth Games & 
Dinner 
6:30 p.m. SH Youth  

23 
MPP Closed / Thanks-
giving Break 
7 p.m. Mandolin Socie-
ty 
7:30 p.m. Parliamen-
tarians 

24 
MPP Closed / Thanks-
giving Break 
11 a.m. Yoga 
12 noon Arts & Crafts 
Guild 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson Tai 
Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

25 
MPP Closed / 
Thanksgiving Break 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

26 
THANKSGIVING 
Church Office & MPP 
Closed  
 

27 
Church Office & MPP 
Closed / Thanksgiving 
Break 
 

28 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 
5:30 p.m. Clifton Sanc-
tuary 
 

29 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment 
11 a.m. Worship/Baptism 
12 noon Fellowship 
 
 

30 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MPP Ballet 
6 p.m. Carlyle Heights 
Condominium Associa-
tion  
7 p.m. Mandolin So- 
ciety 
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90th Anniversary 
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In 1925, the difficulties of World War I and the Spanish 
Influenza epidemic were behind us and the deprivations of 
the 1929 stock market crash and Great Depression were 
yet to come.  The Roaring Twenties! A coy ‘sheba” dis-
played her “gams” in rolled stockings, pulled a “spiffy” 
cloche hat over her bobbed hair and hoped the “sheik” she 
was “stuck on” would show up in his “jalopy” and take her 
to a “swanky” place where they could Charleston or shim-
my the night away. 
 

The era was marked by new games, such as contract 
bridge and mah-jongg, movies (two years before the de-
but of the talkies), and huge growth in homes with radios, 
vacuum cleaners, washing machines and daily newspaper 
delivery.  And despite Prohibition—or maybe because of 
it—people wanted to join together in new suburbs 
springing up across the country. 
 

Atlanta had one of these new suburbs called Morningside 
and what Morningside needed was a church. It’s hard to 
imagine our affluent, tree-lined community as the recipi-
ent of a missionary effort, but that’s exactly what hap-
pened when First Presbyterian Church sent their young 
associate pastor, Rev. Carl McMurray, to canvass the 
neighborhood to measure interest in a Sunday school. He 
must have been good at it—by the time MPC published 
its first annual report in 1926, we had 80 members and 
204 enrolled in Sunday school. By the time Rev. McMur-
ray, who had been installed as our first pastor, resigned in 
1932 to resume his studies in Edinburgh, the church 
listed 401 members and 525 Sunday school enrollees. 
 

Many have heard the story of how the church started in a 
bungalow down the street purchased by the Home Mis-
sion Committee of the Atlanta Presbytery for $2,500, 
built and dedicated a new Sunday school building in early 
1927, and began the hunt for a spot to build a ‘real’ 
church in 1940. Legend tells us that many of those dea-
cons and elders stepped out in faith, taking liens on their 
homes to fund the building we worship in today. Ground 
was broken on Apr. 3, 1945; we began holding services 
here in November, 1949; but the steeple didn’t finish the 
building until 1957.  
 

Of course, Morningside isn’t about our building—it’s 
about our people and our tradition of great worship mu-

sic. We’ve always called pastors, for example, with out-
standing educational credentials and preaching ability. 
One such was the Rev. Dr. Arthur Vann Gibson, who 
served as senior pastor from 1943 to 1972. Dr. Gibson 
was one of 80 Atlanta pastors signing the “Manifest,” a 
call for communication between races, maintenance of 
public schools, and obedience to the law and the courts. 
This historical and courageous document was a milestone 
toward upholding equal civil rights for all races. Dr. Gib-
son also was a leader in religious programming in the 
media and was the first American clergyman to receive 
the prestigious Peabody Award for religious broadcast-
ing. We led the Presbytery in ordaining women as dea-
cons and elders and calling and installing women pastors, 
and in hiring in 1987 our first black clergyman, Dr. Law-
rence Bottoms, as parish associate. 
 

As a side note, the outreach ministry of the church until 
the late 1980s was done through the Sunday school clas-
ses and the Women of the Church groups. Each group 
had a constitution, bylaws and a separate bank account. 
Our oldest continuing service partner is Meals on 
Wheels—since 1979. 
 

 Morningside Presbyterian’s church membership contin-
ued to a high-water-mark of 1058 members in 1960. 
However, by the mid-sixties, neighborhood and church 
alike were threatened by the proposed route of I-485, 
“The Presidential Parkway,” right through the heart of 
the community. The church manse at 798 Cumberland 
Road was taken for part of highway construction, as 
were the homes of a number of church members. Others 
fled to the suburbs. 
 

Our church went through a period of struggle in the 
‘90’s until we were blessed with the acceptance of our 
call by Rev. Dr. Joanna Adams, one of our denomina-
tion’s most notable and celebrated ministers, in 2004. 
She had returned to her home in Atlanta after several 
years co-pastoring Chicago’s large and historic Fourth 
Presbyterian Church, assuming it was her time to retire 
from parish ministry. Instead, she took MPC from 118 
members to more than 400 and inspired and directed 
our first-ever capital campaign, A Time of Promise, which 
resulted in a more than $2 million construction and ren-
ovation project. 
 Continued on next page. 
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She also championed the adoption of “listening” and 
“visioning” sessions that led to our creation of five-year 
strategic plans, based firmly on our congregation’s hopes 
and desires for our church. Continued under our current 
Senior Pastor, the Rev. Dr. Baron Mullis, the success of 
our five-year plans have won plaudits within and outside 
our denomination, have fueled our growth in both mem-
bership and staff, and outstanding survey results of satis-
faction among church members. The current staff and 
church officers are beginning to think about developing 

our next strategic plan. It’s an exciting time to be part of 
Morningside Presbyterian Church and exciting to specu-
late on where God will have called us by our centennial 
year and beyond. 
 

(For more information about Morningside’s history, visit 
our website (www.morningsidepc.org), go to the Welcome 
tab and click on “Where We’ve Been” in the About Us sec-
tion.)  

Grandson of Morningside’s Architect Expresses 

 Thanks for September Visit, Materials 
 

(Pierre Ravacon toured the church with our Facilities Manager Randy Young and Archivist Richard Brownlee in 
search of more information about the work of his grandfather, distinguished church architect Walter Thomas. He 
sent this note.) 
 

 

Richard & Randy,  
 
 

Before I get totally occupied in organizing and analyzing 
all of the amazing material you shared with me on Tues-
day, I must say: Thank You, Thank You, Thank You. 
 

I am truly overwhelmed by the beautiful organization and 
completeness of the archives at MPC. Those qualities, in 
addition to your willingness to share those with me, have 
given an enormous boost to my research. Before, I could 
easily establish that T&W had designed MPC; now I can 
tell the detailed story of that process, including insights 
into the personalities of the key players, and details of the 
numerous hurdles overcome. For a wannabe historian, 
this is incredibly valuable. I am already planning the crea-
tion of a separate presentation on the design and construc-
tion of MPC with timeline, and images. In addition to the 
extraordinary amount of information available, the sub-
ject is, in my opinion, as close to a masterpiece for its 
time and place as architecture can be under the circum-
stances. I know that the MPC staff appreciates their amaz-
ing work and worship place. Hopefully I can help spread 
that appreciation a bit farther afield…. 
   

Best regards,  
 
Pierre  

Detailed  architect’s  rendering  of  the  design  for  our  chancel 
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Right now, our service partners at Intown Collaborative 
Ministries (BM) has urgent food pantry needs: 
 

Spaghetti!!! , MAC & CHEESE!!!!, Snacks (cereal 
bars), Jelly!!!, canned fruit other than applesauce and 
canned beans other than refried, and crackers. 
 

Or, for something a little different, how about helping 
ICM provide full Christmas dinners. We'll run a collection 
through December. Here’s the idea: They want to put to-

Intown Collaborative Ministries Wants Help to Serve --- Serve Food! 
gether some "Food Packs" to give to families for their 
Christmas dinner side dishes. Each pack should in-
clude stuffing mix, green beans, fried onions, mushroom 
soup, cranberry sauce, yams, and corn. Our goal is to pro-
vide them at least 10 of these packs. 
  

As the feasting season approaches for most of us, we will 
continue collecting a variety of non-perishable edibles for 
ICM with the goal that no one in our community is hungry 
for the holidays. 

RHINO Supporters Continue to Undo Hurricane Katrina Damage 
With prayers for traveling mercies and crossed fingers for 
labor easier than pouring foundations, a dozen Morning-
siders and friends will leave Wednesday, Nov. 4, for the 
next installment in our commitment to Rebuilding Hope 
in New Orleans (RHINO). 
 

Most of the time will be spent working with Project 
Homecoming, a faith-based development organization that 
builds resilient neighborhoods in the greater NOLA area, 
helping families whose homes were damaged by Hurricane 
Katrina as well as those hoping to become homeowners by 
building/rebuilding on abandoned or blighted properties. 
 

As always, the adventure will begin with dinner on 
Wednesday at St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
founder and sponsor of RHINO. Another highlight will be 
a Friday dinner with residents and staff of Belle Reve, a 
homeless shelter, and other invited guests. We’ll provide 
the dinner of traditional ‘Nawlins’ fare from Café Recon-
cile, an outreach that teaches cooking and food service 
skills to the unemployed and underemployed. 
 

Returning home after Sunday worship at SCAPC will be 
Shirley Adair, Curt Barrett, Roland and Ellen Behm, Jack 
Klotz, Shirley's cousin Ann Lowder, Hillery McNeill,  
Daisy Ottmann, Anthony Owens, Lloyd Prince, Drew 
Stockstill and Sandra Ward.  

Public Policy Forum Offers Ideas on Social-Justice Projects 
If you’re moved by search for ways to serve the greater 
good, Presbyterians for A Better Georgia is hosting 
a Public Policy Forum to discuss the hot button issues fac-
ing our state.  The event features a bi-partisan legislative 
panel and a free breakfast.   
 

The forum will be held at First Presbyterian Church Atlan-
ta on Thursday, Nov. 5 from 7:30-9:30 a.m. To attend, be 
sure to register on the website( www.p4bg.org).  

Legislative panelists include Senate Majority Leader Bill 
Cowsert, (R- Athens), House Democratic Caucus Chair 
Rep. Virgil Fludd (D- Tyrone), Rep. Stacey Evans          
(D- Smyrna) and Sen. Chuck Hufstetler (R- Rome). 

Journey Shelter Debuts New Website; Receives Session Support 

Morningside’s Session recently voted to send a letter sup-
porting Journey Night Shelter’s request for a compassion 
grant from the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta. If granted 
the money would be used to provide funds to help men 
with rent and utilities as they transition to permanent 
housing. 

Journey also announced completion of a project to create a 
better website that portrays the good work that they do 
for the men they serve.  You can learn more about Journey 
by visiting www.journeyshelter.org and also ‘like’ Journey 
on Facebook by searching for "JourneyMen" or the words 
"journeyfromhomelessness". 



 

 

 

Prayer Concerns… 
Members of our community have asked for individual prayer. To be on the prayer list—public or private—use 
prayer cards found in the pew racks or speak with Baron. Morningside Messenger will carry the list from the most 
recent weekly Life@ insert: Connie Crowley, Ann Herndon, Penny Hill, Finley Holaway, Braxton Jarratt, 
friends and relatives of Linda Johnson (Kaitlin Andry, Melanie Donnelly, Ellen Hardeman, Ron and Ann Reggio, 
Peggy Johnson Smith, Warren Johnson, Sr.), Timothy Johnson, Vicky Langford, Rhett Laurens, Jan McMahan, 
Marilyn Neforas, Linda and Mike Robinson, Bus and Carmen Ryan, Bruce Sandkam, Ken Sapp, Greg and Mary 
Ann Smith and family, Kent Smith, Dick Stack, Jason and Jennifer Swafford, Mike and Amelia Tyler, John Vytal, 
and Lincoln Weis.         

Your Session at Work:  October 19 Meeting 
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(Find a complete list of our church officers, 
their committee assignments and church staff at http://
www.morningsidepc.org /leaders.  Session minutes, once 
approved, are on file and available for review in the church 
office.) 

• It started with a simple question:  What do you say 
when a prospective new member asks you “What 
makes Morningside different from any other church?”  
That question was the starting point of Session’s deep 
and intense discussion that took up most of the    
Sept. 21 meeting. This month, Session received the 
output synthesized by Jeff Peters, using his profes-
sional skills in brand advertising to create a descrip-
tion of our church’s vision, mission and values. This 
project will be ongoing. The point of this exercise is 
to craft a set of principles that can be used to improve 
our communications and give us a benchmark against 
which to evaluate our programs. And help each of us 
answer that inquirer’s question more fully. Session 
feels that our current motto (“Welcome All. Serve 
All.”) was a good starting point but doesn’t quite cap-
ture the breadth and depth of our congregation’s as-
pirations. 

• Session also voted to change some of the committee 
structures. To reflect the active role our deacons are 
building in caring for needs of our members and to 
better reflect the nature of the team’s work, Congre-
gational Nurture Ministries is renamed Events Minis-
tries—given that their mandate includes everything 
from congregational lunches (and we’ve got a big one 

coming up—see the story on Page 4) to memorial 
services to our weekly refreshments and the church 
retreat. To align our committees with our staff, Chil-
dren and Youth Ministries splits into two, with Chil-
dren’s Ministries supporting our Director of Chil-
dren’s Ministries Sarah Kate DeWyngaert, and Youth 
Ministries supporting Drew and the youth programs. 

• Elder Kim Nuckols was elected to co-chair our 2016 
Officer Nominating Committee. Speaking of elec-
tions, Session set Nov. 8 for our next Congregational 
Meeting to choose officers for the Class of 2018 as 
well as next’s year nominating committee. 

• Session also started an ongoing consideration of how 
to measure the effectiveness of various programs 
within the congregation. With our growth in num-
bers, it’s harder for us to know each other, to notice 
when members are missing from the pews and to 
really make sure that our newer members in particu-
lar are aware of and taking advantage of the worship, 
faith development, service and social opportunities 
this church offers. If you have thoughts or ideas along 
these lines, we urge you to reach out to any of our 
elders—our ears are open! 

       
   Daisy Ottmann 
   Clerk of Session 



 

 

1 Barbara Brooks 

3 Ginny Fergus 

3 Ann Benson  

4 Will James  

4 Tara Parrish  

6 Mac Frampton 

6 Samuel Wingert 

6 Lindy Menefee 

8 Kelly Anderson 

8 Christian Bromley 

10 Maria Ragland 

10 Mac Young  

12 Charlotte Sommerfeld 

12 Julie Loring 

12 Amelia Weltner 

15 Joseph Cochran 

15 Rhonda McIntosh 

17 Art Sweum  

18 Gillian Budd 

19 Will Lee  

20 Robert McIntosh 

20 Anna Palmer 

21 Nell Roberts 

22 Cash Hackney 

22 Clint Holmes 

26 Jack Perez  

26 Kasey Libby 

27 Lauren King 

27 Loretta Pinkston 

28 Allen Burke 

28 Tony Fishpaw 

28 Richard Brownlee  

 

  

NOVEMBER  

BIRTHDAYS  

Yes, Virginia, There IS a Christmas Pageant—Register, Volunteer NOW! 
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Hitting the ground running, our new Director of Chil-
dren’s Ministries, Sarah Kate DeWyngaert, has started 
work on this year’s version of our annual Christmas Pag-
eant and is seeking cast members, stage volunteers and 
helpers for our traditional chili and soup supper after-
wards. 

Deadline for registration is this coming Wednesday,    
Nov. 4, with the pageant itself taking place at 5 p.m., Sun-
day, Dec. 13.  Children in grades three through five may 

audition for speaking parts as narrators, the angel Gabriel, 
the head shepherd and the wise men. Nonspeaking parts 
welcome children in pre-K through second grade, as well 
as the older kids, to be Mary, Joseph, angels, shepherds 
and sheep. The registration form for cast and volunteers is 
available in the Welcome Center and on-line at 
www.morningsidepc.org.  It includes the rehearsal sched-
ule. 

 Affinity Groups Post November Meeting Topics 
• Theology on Tap: Baron Mullis continues his series on the Ten Commandments with “But I don’t have time for 

that…”, a discussion about keeping Sabbath, after dinner at the home of John Watson (1397 Harvard Road 30306) 
on Tuesday, Nov. 3, at 7 p.m. RSVP to the church office (office@morningsidepc.org). 

• One Gray Hair:  With a change from their usual meeting date, our lunch bunch will meet on Wednesday, Nov. 4, at 
noon in Fellowship Hall. Our Organist/Choirmaster, Dr. Jonathan Crutchfield, will talk about his work in South Afri-
ca. RSVPs go to rsbrownlee1046@att.net. 

• Arts & Crafts Guild:  Our newest group invites you to bring whatever handwork you’re working to the Session 
Room, Monday Nov. 9 and/or Tuesday Nov. 24, at noon for the company of fellow crafters. 

• LGBT & Friends:  Media takes the spotlight for this evening’s discussion after dinner Tuesday, Nov. 10, at 7 p.m. for 
the topic “The Evolution of LGBT Characters in Television and Film”. Watch our bulletin and website for location, 
and RSVP to lgbtandfriends@morningsidepc.org. 

• RHO Readers:  Our final meeting before the winter break will venture into science fiction with the novel Station 
Eleven by Emily St. John Mandel. Feel free to drop in to join us in the Session Room, Sunday. Nov. 15, at 12:30 p.m. 

• Women’s Roundtable: Cindy Humphries will lead a discussion on ways we can all enrich our celebration of Christ-
mas, both spiritually and practically. MPC women as well as friends are invited for dinner and social conversation on 
Monday, Nov. 30 at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Lynn Young (277 The Prado 30309). Our Women’s Roundtable invites 
you to share holiday memories and traditions, and prepare for the season of Advent. RSVP to Sarah Brownlee 
(rsbrownlee1046@att.net).  


