
Speech & Language 
Evaluations Wed. & 
Thur. Oct. 14 & 15

Speech Source Atlanta is 
offering a free speech and 
language screening for all 
Morningside Presbyterian 
Preschool students 2-5 years 
old. There will be a permission 
form in your child’s bag next 
week. Please fill out the 
permission form and return to 
the preschool office. Early 
detection is important to 
decrease the length of 
intervention needed, decrease 
you child’s frustrations, and 
increase the amount of 
meaningful communication with 
peers and adults. If you have 
concerns or questions about a 
child who is outside of this age 
range, please contact Katy 
Stout directly at 678/538-8775 
to request a free consultation to 
discuss developmental norms.

Project 20/20 offers vision screening for $24 (for the 
first child with a $5 discount per sibling).  They use an 
autorefractor which detects refractive errors such as 
astigmatism and near/far sightedness.  They also 
measure the ability of the eyes to function together 
(binocular vision and depth perception) and check 
visual acuity (distance - near and far).  Screeners 
interpret the results to determine a pass or referral.  A 
referral is given to a child who is identified as in need 
of a comprehensive eye 
examination from an eye care 
professional.  Screening 
available for children who are 
at least two years old.  The form 
must be mailed with payment 
to Project 20/20 by Friday, Oct. 
16. Contact MPP today to have 
form emailed or pick one up at 
arrival/dismissal. 

Vision Screening offered here 
at MPP Wednesday, Oct. 21 

Fabulous turnout for the Dine Out at El 
Taco on the 29th!  Thanks to Dine Out 

Chair Danielle Artabasy for her leadership.  
And thank you all for your support of this 

first Dine-Out.

Contacting the Office 
404-685-8758
calls & voice messages 
for MPP business

Call or text Director 
Melinda Sandkam’s cell 
404-687-0683 for urgent 
communications

mpp@morningsidepc.org 
school business and emails 
regarding children being sick 
or permission being given for 
someone else to pick up 
children

Office Hours

Mondays-Thursdays 8 am - 4:30 pm 
Fridays 8 am - 2 pm

MESSENGER
October 2015

Seeking a few 
volunteers to 

accompany children 
from classes to the 
Youth Center for 

Vision and Speech 
Evaluations Oct. 14, 
15 or 21.  Contact 

Melinda at 
mpp@morningsidepc
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Outreach 
Opportunities at 

MPP help children 
learn to care for 

those in need

Mitten Tree Benefits 
Children at Our House 
October brings cooler weather 
and our annual collection of new 
mittens, gloves, hats and 
scarves for the children at Our 
House. Gently used or new 
coats and sweaters may also be 
donated. Our House is a 
childcare and support center 
located in Decatur that serves 
children and families facing 
homelessness. MPP’s 
partnership with Our House 
spans the year with 
opportunities for our children to 
donate clothing, books and 
diapers to help other children. 
This is a wonderful way to teach 
your kids about the spirit of 
giving. As you shop for your 
child’s mittens, hats and scarves 
this year, let them choose some 
for those that don’t have any and 
hang them on the Mitten Tree 
themselves at drop off. The 
Mitten Tree will blossom in front 

of the Youth Center through the 
end of October.

Halloween Costume 
Collection

Do you have outgrown costumes 
cluttering your closets from years 
past? The Outreach Committee is 
also collecting gently used 

costumes for the children of Our 
House so that they can take part in 
the childhood tradition of dressing 
up for Halloween. Drop off any 
size costume up to size 6 beneath 
the Mitten Tree by Sunday, 
October 18th.

For more information about Our 
House please visit 
www.ourhousega.org

GUEST PERFORMANCES AT MPP FALL 2015

Mr. Greg’s Musical Madness 
offers an after-school program on 
Wednesdays and will be our guest 
performer Wed., Oct. 7, 9:30 am.

Queen Glitter - the queen 
that loves to read, shared 
stories as our guest 
performer in September

New to MPP
Congratulations to 

Spanish Teacher 
Belkis Sykes on 

becoming a 
grandmother on 
September 16.  

Welcome to baby 
Andrew!

AROUND CAMPUS

Mrs. Neff & Ms. Holaway’s   
PreK class making guacamole, 
while they investigate the large 

avocado seed.  Delicious!

Ms. Betsy & Ms. Daniela’s 
class celebrates Johnny 
Appleseed’s birthday.

Hat Day with Ms. 
Deena, Ms. Courtney & 
Ms. Gillian’s PreK kids
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Learning about 
Chemical 

Reactions with 
Ms. Georgia

OPEN 
HOUSE

When:  Thursday, 
October 22, 5:30-7 p.m.

Who: You and your 
children visit their 
classrooms to see what 
they’ve been up to this fall 
(siblings are welcome of 
course!)

MPP Spirit Gear 
available to purchase 

at entrance

Due to predictions of rain, we 
rescheduled pictures for 3-day 
Threes and 3-day Twos on 9/30 to 
Monday, October 5.  Then Denise 
will take any make-up pictures 
necessary and be in touch with 
order details.

Calendar Reminders

Extended Day Begins for Twos          Monday 10/5

Mitten Tree collection and gently used Halloween 
costumes received for Our House            Oct. 5-30  

Individual Pictures Taken by Ms. Denise
3 day Threes, All 3 day Twos              Monday 10/5
Walk to School Day                                Wed. Oct. 7

Mr. Greg’s Musical Madness  Wed. 10/7 9:30 a.m.

No School, No After-School Enrichment            
Fall Break Thursday 10/8 - Monday 10/12

Speech Evaluations          Wed. & Thur. 10/14 & 15

Open House                        Thur. 10/15 5:30-7 p.m.
Maddio’s Order Forms Due	
                   Fri. 10/16

Maddio’s Take & Bake Pick Up             Tues. 10/20

Vision Screening                                      Wed. 10/21

Church Offers Food Trucks    Thur. 10/22 5-8 p.m.
Ms. Gillian’s Birthday                             Wed. 10/28

Fire Drill	
                                                   Wed. 10/28

Halloween Parade	
 	
   Fri. 10/30 9:15 a.m.

The church invites you to save-the-date for annual Thanksgiving Gathering, a free family 
friendly dinner with fun activities 5:30-6:45 p.m. in Fellowship Hall Monday, Nov. 2.



TerraCycle (and MPP!) are on a 
mission to eliminate the idea of 
waste. Waste collection programs 
have been designed for previously 
non-recyclable, or difficult-to-
recycle, waste. The collected waste 
is then converted into new 
products, ranging from recycled 
park benches to “upcycled” 
backpacks.  
By collecting these products in our 
MPP classrooms our children will 
see firsthand how waste from 
their snack or lunch can be 
recycled in order to care for our 
earth.  Please look at examples of 
specific products that are being 
recycled.  If you are also collecting 
at home, please have them 
separated by type (drink pouches 
in one plastic bag, GoGo squeeZ 
in one, and markers in one) when 
you deposit them in the classroom 
containers.  If you have questions, 
please contact Megan Graddy at 
megan.graddy@gmail.com or Kris 

Smith at 
kcsmith@mindspring.com .
1. Drink and snack pouches with 

Terracycle logo – read here to 
learn more about the program   
http://www.terracycle.com/
en-US
They can be any brand of 
drink and snack pouches – 
some examples of types 

shown below: 

2. Crayola or 
other brands of magic markers 
and dry erase markers that are 
dried out for the Crayola 
ColorCyle project. 

Crayola and schools across 
North America have banded 
together to help kids 

understand the importance of 
their role in protecting the 
environment. Through the 
Crayola ColorCycle initiative, 
students in K-12 schools across 
the continental United States 
and parts of Canada can 
collect used markers and send 
them to a conversion facility 
where they will be 
transformed into clean-
burning fuel. 

3. We take natural corks - not 
plastic - to be recycled at 
Whole Foods and also 
batteries.  These containers are 
available in the staff kitchen.

4. Walk/Bike to school day 
for MPP is Wednesday, 
October 7th  - this is a great 
way to be kind to the earth.  
Replacing car trips to school 
with walking or bicycling 
can reduce congestion and 
air-polluting emissions.

MPP Recycling & Walk to School Day, Oct. 7

-Is your babysitter 
booked? 

-Have you bought 
your tickets?

-Show your 
support through a 
sponsorship

-Like the MPP Fun-Raiser 
2015 Facebook page

CHECK OUT SOME GREAT 
ITEMS ALREADY DONATED

Treat yourself

-Sorelle Boutique & Rosemont 
Boutique

-Highland Yoga

-gift certificates for Vann 
Jernigan florists and Island 
Flowers & Gifts

-Half Moon Outfitters

-gift cards from Moe’s & 
Joe’s, Yeah Burger & 
George’s

Escape to the water

-3 nights at Blue Fish Lodge 
at Lake Burton

-1 week stay at St. Simon’s 
beachfront house

-long weekend at Lake 
Sinclair (Milledgeville)

For the kids

- Creative Movement & Dance 
(ballet & tap)

- $100 Ballerina Basket

- Speech Source Atlanta

- MPP Summer Camp Week
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