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October 2015 

Worship at Morningside 
 

 
October 4, 2015 

Drew Stockstill preaching 
“A World Communion”  

Texts: Isaiah 25:6-10a; Revelation 7:9-17 
World Communion Sunday 

 

 
October 11, 2015 

Baron Mullis preaching 
“Camel, Needle, Last, First”  

Texts: Mark 10:17-31; Hebrews 4:12-16 
 

 
October 18, 2015 

Sarah Smith preaching 
“Do We Want To Know Everything?” 

Texts: Hebrews 5:1-10; Job 38:1-7, 34-41 
All Church Retreat 

 

 
October 25, 2015 

Baron Mullis preaching 
“Let Me See Again”  

Texts: Mark 10:46-52; Jeremiah 31:7-9 
Inquirers’ Class 
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crept into his storehouse, shoveled grain into the sacks, 
and carried it to his brother’s storehouse where he left it.   
 

Each marveled in the morning that their stores of grain 
never diminished.   
 

It was inevitable that they should meet one night, and of 
course when it happened, the scene was marked with em-
braces and tears of joy.  And the rabbis say that in that 
moment, God said, “This is where my temple will be 
built, that it may always be a place of joyful reunion.” 
 
May it ever be so.   
 
Shalom,      
 
 
Baron 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers,  
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I joke with the Session some-
times that when I see the 
worship numbers or the giv-
ing figures drop for too many 

weeks in a row, I end up out on the ledge outside my of-
fice.   
 

(My office is on the first floor.)   
 

Which is to say that I really don’t worry horribly when 
we experience a dip during the summer months—
because we so inevitably do—but it is wonderful when 
we see folks come back in the fall.  I had a moment just 
last Sunday when I saw one of our members who sum-
mers elsewhere back home in our church. I gave her a 
hug, and went into worship, and as we were singing the 
opening hymn, I noticed another member, who also en-
joys time away during the summer, slide into the pew 
beside her and the two were clearly joyful to see each 
other.  They, too, hugged while the hymn was being 
sung, and I thought to myself, yes, this is Church.   
 

It put me in mind of an old Rabbinical tale my friend Judy 
Schindler shared one time about two brothers who were 
in business together milling wheat.  They would mill the 
wheat for their friends and as payment they would each 
receive an equal portion of what was milled.  
 

One night, the younger brother thought to himself, “My 
brother is married and has children.  He has many mouths 
to feed.  This is not just that I should receive the same 
portion that he does.”  And so, under the cover of dark-
ness, he crept into his storehouse, shoveled grain into 
sacks and carried it into his brother’s storehouse where 
he left it. 
 

At the same time, the older brother said to himself, “It is 
not just that I, who am so richly blessed with a wife and 
children, should sate myself taking as much as my brother 
who does not enjoy the comforts of family life.  It is little 
enough to make him richer, but I must share from my 
abundance.”  And so, under the cover of darkness, he 

 

Special Service  
Will Salute  
Our Animal Friends 
From gerbils to Great Danes, we love 

our companions from the animal kingdom. Tradition-
ally celebrated on the feast day of St. Francis, a service 
of the Blessing of the Animals is becoming a regular 
practice among Protestant churches.  Morningside is 
no exception.  Convening on the church lawn at         
4 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 25, the service will thank 
God for our pets and bless them. 
 

Any type of pet is welcome but all must be leashed or 
in appropriate carriers. Last year, our first Blessing of 
the Animals, brought out about 60 canine and other 
companion animals and their owners. 
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Morningside Milestones 
• We’re so happy to meet our new members:  Michael Lowry, Hannah Miller, Rachel Reed, and Kyle and Laura Ulep, 

whose young son Grady will be baptized here in November. 

• Speaking of milestones, can you believe that Barbara and Dale Ray just celebrated 62 years of marriage and Ken Sapp 
celebrated 90 years of…well, being Ken Sapp?  Congratulations all around to these active members of our church fam-
ily. 

• All those books!  Thanks to you, our Book Bonanza! sale raised $290.35 toward our funding goal of $400 in support of 
The Fugees Academy and The Global Village School, plus boxes of surplus were donated to Journey, Clifton Sanctuary 
Ministries, Our House and Shalom International Ministries. 

Sarah Kate will be MPC’s first DCM, taking wide-ranging 
responsibilities for all children’s programming—Sundays, 
summers, holidays and more. She also will coordinate with 
the Children’s Choirs and with transitioning children into 
youth programs. 
 

The morning picnic will be Sarah Kate's first activity on her 
first Sunday in her new role. 

Morning Picnic Will Welcome New DCM Sarah Kate DeWyngaert 
The children of Morningside Presbyterian Church will host 
a Sunday morning picnic to welcome Sarah Kate DeWyn-
gaert to her role as the new Director of Children's Minis-
tries. Our kids invite their families and all their friends to 
come enjoy juice and sweet treats on Sunday, Oct. 11 
from 10:15 to 10:45 am. Gather at the picnic tables near 
the playground to join in the festivities. 
 

Standing and Serving Capital Campaign Team Announces Success 

You heard this if you were in the pews Sunday, Sept. 13, but it bears repeating.  Here it is in the words of the Standing and 
Serving for Generations campaign co-chair Hillery McNeill: 
 

“I am excited, honored and proud to celebrate the success of our Standing and Serving for Generations campaign. On behalf 
of my fellow co-chairs, Tara Parrish and Doug Self, I would like to thank you, the members of Morningside’s congregation 
for your pledges, commitment and support to the campaign. Your response to this calling has had amazing results! It is 
with extreme gratitude that I announce that with 140 pledges, bequests and in-kind donations, we have raised $1,421,850. 
 

“With these funds, we have been able to satisfy a $150,000 balloon payment, reducing the church’s debt from $650,000 to 
$500,000. The campaign has now taken over the remaining debt’s monthly payments, freeing up our operating budget, 
and in doing so, helping in the process of the hiring of our new DCM. You will soon begin to see signs of work being done 
on building improvements, and investments in the church ministries, including Mission, will be made. 
 

“To that point, a committee has been appointed and has begun working to guide these improvements and investments, and 
to monitor the flow of cash and receipts over the three-year pledge period. 
 

“At this time, I would also like to thank Tom Daniel, Duncan Spears, Cindy and Bill Humphries and Baron for their leader-
ship efforts on the Executive Committee. Thank you, too, to Bill Means for his coordination and overseeing of our phone-a
-thon, and to the many volunteers who worked so hard to ensure the success of this Campaign. 
 

“Most important, though...again; thank you, the members of Morningside. Take pride in knowing that the wonderful qual-
ities, the enduring characteristics and the giving spirit that were present when Morningside was founded 90 years ago re-
main as the undeniably vibrant core of its current congregation. Because of you, Morningside Presbyterian Church will be 
standing and serving for generations.”  
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From Angels, Devils to Idolatry, MPC’s Adult Discussions Engage Participants 

A member said the other day, “if anyone asked me what 
my favorite room is at Morningside, I’d have to say 
Room 201. I always am amazed at the breadth of learn-
ing, experience and sharing that goes on up there on Sun-
day mornings.” 
 

Many new faces have turned up at 9:45 a.m. Sundays for 
Drew Stockstill’s study of C.S. Lewis’ The Screwtape Let-
ters. (Apparently we like looking at faith from the Dark 
Side.) You can come enjoy the interplay with diabolical 
Screwtape and his hapless nephew Wormwood through 
Oct. 11, as the two work together to steal a human soul 
from their Enemy—our God. 
 

Beginning Oct. 25, we’ll continue the theme of evil with 
a distinguished guest, Dr. George W. Stroup, who notes 
“The Bible is deeply concerned about idolatry.  A case 
could be made that it is the primary form of sin.  But 

what is idolatry?  How is idolatry related to images? Was 
idolatry only an issue in ancient Israel?” 
 

In his class at Columbia Theological Seminary, Dr. 
Stroup says no.  How do we unmask the idolatries of 
church and culture?  What are the idols we struggle with 
today? 

 

Dr. Stroup has been a guest 
teacher at Morningside many 
times and always energizes his 
listeners. Come hear his four-
week discussion of Idolatry—
the equivalent of a three-credit 
course at Columbia. 

LOOKING BACK AT MORNINGSIDE 
How have we grown?  In our first annual report, dated 
March 1926, we had 80 members and 204 enrolled in 
Sunday Schools for all ages.  In 20 years we’d grown to 
625 members and 528 attending Sunday School. 

MPC continued to grow until the proposed building of I-
485 through the heart of the neighborhood caused mass 
flight to the suburbs. When we called Rev. Joanna Ad-
ams in 2005, our rolls had dwindled to 117 members.  
Our membership now hovers around the 500 mark. 

Cherubs, Trebles Start Rehearsals; Welcome New Singers 
The Children’s Choirs at MPC are off to a great start. 
This year our two choirs for children hold practices sim-
ultaneously at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesdays.  
 

Our Cherub Choir (4, 5, and 6 year olds — First Grade) 
is directed by Jonathan Crutchfield and rehearsals end at 
6 p.m. The Trebles (Second through Fifth Grade) are led 
by Megan Mashburn and end rehearsals at 6:15. This 

learning experience builds confidence as well as musical 
knowledge and is fun, too. All children in these age 
groups are welcome. 
 

For more information, contact Jonathan Crutchfield 
(jcrutchfield@morningsidepc.org or 404.876.7396, 
Ext.23).  

 

New Brochure Demonstrates 
Learning Isn’t Confined to 
Sundays at Morningside 

MPC has a reputation as a church where we ‘don’t 
leave our minds at the church door’. We also offer a 
wide range of activities to use our minds through the 
week and away from church.  Pick up a copy of the 
new Adult Education Opportunities brochure and see 
the number of ways you can stretch your mind and 
grow your faith. 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

  1 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
1 p.m. Playball 
7 p.m. Thriving and 
Surviving 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

2 
9 a.m. MPP 
10 a.m. MPP Creative 
Movement 
1 p.m. MPP Karate 
 

 
 

3 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 
 

4    
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m.  Faith Develop-
ment  
11 a.m. Worship; World 
Communion Sunday 
12 noon Fellowship 
12:15 p.m. Deacons 
4:30 p.m. MS Youth  
5:30 p.m. Youth Games & 
Dinner 
6:30 p.m. SH Youth 

5 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MPP Ballet 
7 p.m. Mandolin So- 
ciety; Theology on Tap 
 

6 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. MPP Mini-
Monets; Playball 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7:30 p.m. Troop 
455; MLPA Zoning 
 

7 
8:15 a.m. MPP Chil-
dren’s Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:30 a.m. MPP Music 
Madness 
1 p.m. MPP Music 
5:30 p.m. Treble and 
Cherub Choirs 
7 p.m. Bible Study 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

8 
9 a.m. MPP closed/ 
Teacher Workday 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir; Pride Service 
 
 

9 
9 a.m. MPP closed/ 
Teacher Workday 
7 p.m. Couples Group 

 
 
 

10 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon Fellowship 
6 p.m. Journey 
 
 

12 
9 a.m. MPP closed/ 
Columbus Day 
7 p.m. Mandolin Socie-
ty 
7:30 p.m. Morningside 
Lenox Park Association  

13 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. MPP Mini 
Monets; Playball 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Preschool 
Committee 
7:30 p.m. Troop 455 

14 
8:15 a.m. MPP Chil-
dren’s Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP/ Speech 
Evaluation 
1 p.m. MPP Music 
5:30 p.m. Treble and 
Cherub Choirs 
7 p.m. Bible Study 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 
 

15 
9 a.m. MPP/ Speech 
Evaluation 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
12:30 p.m. Thursday 
Theology 
1 p.m. Playball 
5:30 p.m. MPP 
Open House 
7:30 p.m. Girl Scout 
Leaders; Handbell 
Choir 

16 
CHURCH RETREAT 
9 a.m. MPP 
10 a.m. MPP Creative 
Movement 
11 a.m. Karate 

 

17 
CHURCH RETREAT 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 
 

18 
CHURCH RETREAT  
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon Fellowship 
12:30 p.m. RHO Readers; 
Young Adult Luncheon 
4:30 p.m. MS Youth  
5:30 p.m. Youth Games & 
Dinner 
6:30 p.m. SH Youth  

19 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MPP Ballet 
7 p.m. Session; Mando-
lin Society 

20 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. MPP Mini 
Monets; Playball 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7:30 p.m. Troop 455 
 
 
 

21 
7 a.m. Men’s Break-
fast 
8:15 a.m. MPP Chil-
dren’s Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP/Vision 
Screening 
1 p.m. MPP Music 
5:30 p.m. Treble and 
Cherub Choirs 
7 p.m. Bible Study 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

22 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
1 p.m. Playball  
5 p.m. Food Trucks 
6 p.m. Six Star 
meeting 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

23 
YOUTH RETREAT 
9 a.m. MPP 
10 a.m. Creative Move-
ment 
11 a.m. Karate 

24 
YOUTH RETREAT 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 
12 noon Coro Vocati  
Rehearsal 
7 p.m. Coro Vocati Concert 
 

25 
YOUTH RETREAT 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment; Inquirers Class 
11 a.m. Worship; Com-
mitment Sunday 
12 noon Fellowship 
4 p.m. Blessing of Animals  
 
 
 
 

26 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MPP Ballet 
7 p.m. Mandolin So- 
ciety; Parliamentarians 

27 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. MPP Mini 
Monets; Playball 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7:30 p.m. Troop 455 

28 
8:15 a.m. MPP Chil-
dren’s Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MPP Music 
5:30 p.m. Treble and 
Cherub Choirs 
7 p.m. Bible Study 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 

 
 

29 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
1 p.m. Playball  
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

30 
9 a.m. MPP/Halloween 
Parade 
10 a.m. Creative Move-
ment 
11 a.m. Karate 

31 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 
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It’s a truism—you might get acquainted with your pew 
neighbors, but you don’t get to know them. Group activi-
ties are key to building connections. We urge members of 
every community within Morningside to invite someone 
you don’t know well to come join you for a meeting or 
outing. They’ll be glad you did and so will you. 
 

So, men, at 7 p.m. on Oct. 5—yes, that’s a MONDAY—
invite another guy to join you at the home of Ken Sharpe 
(1700 Timberland Rd., 30345) for dinner and the second 
of Baron’s series on the commandments: God’s last name 
isn’t ****, considering the third commandment and what 
it means for politicians and the rest of us. Philip Hawkins is 
the supper host and you can RSVP to the church office. 
Our men also gather in Fellowship Hall for a 7 a.m. break-
fast once a month, on the third Wednesday.  Your contact 
is the church office. 
 

The new Wednesday evening Bible study hosts its second 
meeting Oct. 7 with the stories of the patriarchs (and ma-
triarchs) of the Hebrews and the Second Covenant. If you 
missed the sign-up window but would still like to partici-
pate, contact the church office. Meetings, with optional 

dinner, continue through Dec. 12, with a holiday break, 
and resume Jan. 13 through Apr. 27. 
 

What does the Bible really say about homosexuality? Eve-
ryone is welcome to the Oct. 13, 7 p.m.  meeting of 
LGBT & Friends who revisit this topic, revisiting the 
theme of the group’s very first meeting. Baron Mullis will 
lead the conversation after dinner, hosted by Austin Davis 
and Doug Selph (2546 Haberfield Court, Atlanta 30319—
gate code: #0826).  RSVP to lgbtandfriends 
@morningsidepc.org. 
 

Our RHO Readers encourage drop-ins at meetings con-
veniently held in the Session Room on the third Sunday of 
the month at 12:30 p.m. The book for Oct. 18 is Plain-
song by Kent Haruf. The group is co-ed and selections run 
the gamut.  November’s read is Station Eleven by Emily 
St. John Mandel. 
 

Invite a woman in our congregation to come meet our 
new DCM Sarah Kate DeWyngaert informally over dinner 
at the next gathering of the Women’s Roundtable, Mon-
day, Oct. 26, at 6:30 p.m. Lynn Young hosts (277 The 
Prado 30309) and RSVPs go to Sarah Brownlee. 

 

Autumn Schedule Full of Activities; Come Check One (or More) Out 

1 Charlotte Spears 

1 Shelley Senterfitt 

2 Frances Bresnahan 

3 Jeannette McClure 

3 Anna Sapp 

4 Tia Bartis 

5 Miranda Brownlee 

5 David Wingert 

8 Duncan Spears 

9 Jane Simpson 

11 Daniel Sommerfeld 

14 Lily Woolley 

13 Ali Bradway 

13 Amy Jarratt 

13 David Yntema 

15 Joseph Brady 

15 Sanda Means 

15 Alex Regnault  

16 Ann Brady   

16 Philip Hawkins  

16 Bess Hinson   

17 Joanna Adams  

18 David Stewart  

18 John Macaulay  

18 Donna Scalf   

20 Sienna Weis  

20 Jessica Adams  

21 Rich Powell   

21 Sadie Irwin   

21 Betty Blaine   

21 Liam Fox   

22 Julie Green   

24 Jeff Harris   

24 Cate Branon   

25 Riley Ruby   

26 Finley Holaway  

26 Pam Sharpe   

27 Robin Hackney 

28 Abigail Ward 

28 Merwin Peake 

29 Rob Payne 

29 Jason Loring 

29 Terry Lawson 

30 Pat Antenucci  

30 James Beasley  

31 Don Grant 

31 Brian Johnson 

31 Jeff Peters   
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Architect’s Grandson Researches History of Church Building 
MPC’s architect, Walter Thomas, had a distinguished career in ecclesiastical design and even was elected president of the 
Church Architectural Guild of America, an organization that studied and promoted excellence in church design. Mr. 
Thomas passed away during the early months of construction; his associate, Harold Wagoner, completed the sanctuary to 
Mr. Thomas’ design. Our member archivist Richard Brownlee and our Facilities Manager Randy Young hosted Mr. 
Thomas’ grandson, Pierre Ravacon, who visited on Sept. 29 to add information about Morningside with additional draw-
ings, sketches and information to support his project of a portfolio of Mr. Thomas’ designs. Our former pastor, Rev. 
Arthur Vann Gibson, and Mr. Thomas developed a special friendship during the design of MPC. So notable was the de-
sign that it appeared on the Planning Church Buildings cover, published in 1946 by the International Bureau of Architec-
ture.  Among his many, many wonderful church designs, Mr. Thomas referred to Morningside as his favorite. 
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(Find a complete list of our church officers, 
their committee assignments and church staff at  
http://www.morningsidepc.org/leaders. 
Session minutes, once approved, are on file and 
available for review in the church office.) 

• Will Barnette, co-chair of the Finance Committee, said 
he was relieved to report that some of the severe defi-
cit in pledges paid which caused concern over the sum-
mer was made up in August. With new staff and new 
initiatives it’s a constant question whether dips in cash 
flow are seasonal or the sign of an emerging problem. 

• Session’s agenda for the month took a new direction as 
regular business was suspended to allow for extended 
brainstorming around a few strategic questions.  The 

results are being compiled for further discussion, but 
one finding was a high level of agreement among our 
officers about what makes Morningside unique, what 
our elders are excited about as we go forward into fall 
and what programs and initiatives they would priori-
tize for next year and beyond. Most of the objectives 
of our 2012-17 strategic plan have been achieved. 
We’ll need some time to integrate our new staff and to 
begin the work from our capital campaign and some 
new approaches to our Mission Ministries. But broader 
attention to the needs of our adult members received a 
good level of interest. 
    Daisy Ottmann  
    Clerk of Session 

Two Seminary Interns Join Our Staff for the Academic Year 
One familiar face and one new to us are already at work at 
our church as interns, rotating assignments working with 
Baron, Drew and soon with Sarah Kate. 
 

Many of us already know Sarah Smith, now in her third 
year at Columbia Theological Seminary, adding a Master 
of Divinity degree to a Master of Arts program in Practical 
Theology degree, with a Christian Education specialization 
within that degree. A Morningsider from birth, she was 
baptized here and sang in the Children’s Choir under Wal-
ter Huff and Sandra Crawford. After graduation from 
Presbyterian College she led our children’s worship for 
preschoolers here in 2005. Since then Sarah’s worked with 
preschool age children in different capacities for seven 
years, including being lead and assistant teachers, and 
working with a company called Playball as a coach for pre-
schoolers. 
 

Our newcomer is Anna Miles. She’s a second-year Master 
of Divinity student at Candler School of Theology at 
Emory University. She grew up in Chattanooga, went to 
high school in Valdosta GA and her family is currently lo-
cated in Gray GA, where both parents work for Jones 
County Schools. Anna came under care of Flint River 
Presbytery as an Inquirer during the spring of her senior 
year at Berry College. She took a year off after graduating 
with a B.A. in German and Religion before entering in the 
class of 2017 at Candler.  Last year her internship experi-
ence was with Lutheran Services of Georgia working spe-
cifically in visiting the homes of recently arrived refugees. 
She says, “ I'm excited to get to know and experience the 
already evident vibrancy of this congregation.” 
 

Extend a Morningside welcome to these young women 
whom we will get to know as integral parts of our worship 
and activities. 

Prayer Concerns… 
Members of our community have asked for individual prayer. To be on the prayer list—public or private—use prayer 

cards found in the pew racks or speak with Baron. Morningside Messenger will carry the list from the most recent weekly 

Life@ insert: Grace Bittick, Connie Crowley, Ann Herndon, Penny Hill, Finley Holaway, Braxton Jarratt, friends and 

relatives of Linda Johnson (Kaitlin Andry, Melanie Donnelly, Ellen Hardeman, Ron and Ann Reggio, Peggy Johnson 

Smith, Warren Johnson, Sr.), Jill Klotz, Vicky Langford, Rhett Laurens, Jan McMahan, Marilyn Neforas, Linda and 

Mike Robinson, Bus and Carmen Ryan, Greg and Mary Ann Smith and family, Kent Smith,  Mike and Amelia Tyler, 

John Vytal, and Lincoln Weis.         
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1411 N. Morningside Dr., NE, Atlanta, Georgia 30306 

telephone 404.876.7396; fax 404.876.2494 

www.morningsidepc.org 

Coro Vocati, an Atlanta-based choral ensemble of profes-
sional musicians, will be in concert in our Sanctuary, Sat-
urday, Oct. 24, presenting an evening of “Songs of Love 
and Remembrance” beginning at 7 p.m. 
 

Our Organist/Choirmaster Jonathan Crutchfield is the 
accompanist for rehearsals and performances with this 
choir, which quickly is rising as one of Atlanta’s finest cho-
ral ensembles. Our bass soloist Brandon Odom also sings 
with the choir. 
 

The first half of the concert will feature timeless sacred 
expressions of the themes with the focus on J.S. Bach’s 

Professional Atlanta Choir to Present Concert at Morningside 

motet “Komm, Jesu, Komm” and Herbert Howell’s 
“Magnificat” and “Nunc Dimitis” from his Gloucester Ser-
vice. The second half mirrors the themes with secular 
songs. These songs of passion weave their joy or lamenta-
tion through a Scottish ballad, a French chanson, or an 
English or Italian madrigal, culminating in a song of re-
membrance for the faces of childhood. 
 

A suggested donation of $10 will be received at the door. 
For information about this group, visit corovocati.com.  

Expanded Bell Choir Will Play Two Services in October 
With new bells, news members and new music, the MPC 
Handbell Choir will perform at both the Atlanta PRIDE 
Service at Central Presbyterian on Oct. 8 and during our 
own worship service Oct. 11. 
 

The gospel-infused arrangement of the Thomas Dorsey 
hymn “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” will feature guest 
musician Jonathan Smith on keyboard. Director Jeff Peters 
says, “We are excited to welcome Jonathan with us in Oc-
tober.  Jonathan is in Atlanta as musical director of the 
North American national tour of ‘Jersey Boys’ playing at 
The Fox Oct. 6-11. He’s an elder and serves on the Board 
of Directors at Rutgers Presbyterian Church, NYC.” 
Jonathan and Jeff developed several American Songbook 
revues together, including Johnny Mercer and Cole Por-

ter, while Jeff lived in NYC.  Jonathan is from Auburn AL 
and has a Masters in Jazz Performance from the Manhattan 
School of Music. He served as guest keyboardist for our 
musical gala “Morningside Sings Jule Styne”.  He's also 
playing keyboards in this season's "Doctor Zhivago" on 
Broadway. 
     
The Handbell Choir now plays four octaves with 15 peo-
ple. New musicians include Elizabeth Fain, John Blevins 
and James Klotz.  If you are interested in participating in 
Morningside's handbell music ministry, please contact Jeff 
Peters.  
 
 


