
15 OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES AT MPP 
DURING THIS 15TH ANNIVERSARY YEAR:

Through the Outreach Committee, MPP 
supports local non-profit organizations that 
strengthen the community around us and at 
the same time involve our children in giving to 
others.  We encourage you to participate in 
some of the following opportunities, but 
sincerely want you to feel comfortable picking 
and choosing at your own pace.

1 -- Halloween costume collection for Our House 
(Sept. 27- Oct. 14)
2 -- Mitten Tree for Our House (Oct. 10-28)
3 -- October 4 & 5 Chapel for Hope-Hill
4 -- Food Drive (Nov. 14- Dec. 9)
5 -- November 1 & 2 Chapel for Hope-Hill
6 -- December 6 & 7 Chapel for Hope-Hill
7-- January 10 & 11 Chapel for Hope-Hill
8 -- February Chapel for Hope-Hill
9 -- Books for Gigi's Playhouse Feb. 27-March 2
10 -- Pajama Donation for Threads (Feb. 28)
11 -- March Chapel for Hope-Hill
12 -- Coins for Clowns for CHOA (March)
13 -- April Chapel for Hope-Hill
14 -- Diaper Drive for Our House (April)
15 -- May Chapel for Hope-Hill

Each month the Director of Children’s Ministries for 
Morningside Presbyterian Chuch leads chapel with 
the children.  They are invited to bring in a donation 
for the student reward “store” at Hope Hill 
Elementary and this month, we invite children to 
bring notebooks or colored pencils or crayons.

Contacting the 
Office 
404-685-8758 calls 
& voice messages 
for MPP business

Call or text Director 
Melinda Sandkam’s 
cell 404-687-0683 

for urgent 
communications

mpp@morningsidepc.org school business and 
emails regarding children being sick or 

permission being given for someone else to 
pick up children

Office Hours
Mondays-Thursdays 8 am - 4:30 pm 

Fridays 8 am - 2 pm

MESSENGER
October 2016

Chapel Donations

Fabulous turnout for the Dine Out at El Taco on the 26th!  
One hundred, twenty-three folks supporting MPP, $565 raised 
towards our programs.  Thanks to Dine Out Chairs Danielle 
Artabasy and Brittany Ely and pictures by Erica Piduru.  And 
thank you all for your support of this first Dine-Out.  We also 

had a number of alumni joining us to celebrate our 15th 
Anniversary and support MPP.

Halloween Costume Collection 
Do you have outgrown costumes 
cluttering your closets from years past? 
The Outreach Committee is collecting 
gently used (or new) costumes for the 
children of Our House so that they can 
take part in the childhood tradition of 
dressing up for Halloween.  Drop off any 

size costume infant-size 5 by Friday, October 14th.  For 
more information about Our House please visit 
www.ourhousega.org.
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STORIES & FIRE ENGINES
On Septmber 28, 
Queen Glitter was a 
big hit with her 
stories and touch of 
glitter!

OPEN HOUSE
When: Thursday, October 20, 5-7 p.m. (visiting classrooms 
and teachers 5:30-6:45, food and fun outside 5-7)

Who: You and your children 
visit their classrooms to see 
what they’ve been up to this 
fall.  And THIS YEAR, we 
especially invite alumni young 
and old to come back to 
catch up!  We are celebrating 
our 15th year and we will have “class of” nametags, class 
photos and yearbooks from many years past and more MPP 
fun.

MPP Spirit Gear available to purchase along with 
tickets to Fun-Raiser (cash, check or credit cards)

A fun and easy dinner will be available.  Drinks, home-

made desserts and fruit pouches will be free.  Pre-order/pre-
pay Chick-Fil-A $3 for 6 chicken nuggets or $3 for 

chicken sandwich.  Cash or check only - before or the night 

of.  Just send quick email or tell Melinda at arrival in the mornings 

(by Friday, Oct. 14) what food to order for your family.  It will help 
us know how much to order.

We hope to see everyone on October 20!

COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS

We are open on Tuesday, Nov. 8 Election Day.  Though 
we follow the APS schedule, the original APS calendar 

published last spring did not show schools closed on that 
day, so please note that we DO have school.

On Wednesday, October 26, we will welcome our 
neighborhood fire engine.  Earlier that morning, we will 
have an announced fire drill.

Extended Day Starts Oct. 3
Students in our Two Year old classes can 
start staying from 12noon-1pm on Monday, 
October 3.  The cost is $7.50 per day invoiced 
at end of month.  Be sure to send a lunch and 
drink.  Pick up at classroom 12:50-1:00 p.m.  
This program begins in January for Toddlers 
who have turned two years old.

MPP has their BOO sign to support Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta!  Do you have yours?  Go 

to www.choa.org/buyaboo today.

WE NEED YOUR HELP!   The 
Morningside Presbyterian playground 
is open to all before and after preschool 
hours, but we ask that children 
follow the same school guidelines 
for the playground at ALL times.  
As stated in your handbook, these 
include: no climbing on structures that 
are not specifically designed for climbing; 
no throwing mulch and sand; don’t 
throw/drop toys off the play structures; 
slide down the slide, do not climb up it; 
no aggressive, “sword-like” play; and no 
aggressive behavior.  Help us ensure a 
safe and friendly playground for all.
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Calendar Reminders
Extended Day Begins for Twos           Monday 10/3

Individual Pictures with Ms. Denise            Monday 
3-day Twos & Threes, PreK                               10/3

In-Class Chapel for Toddlers & Twos     Tues. 10/4

Individual Pictures with Ms. Denise           Tuesday 
2-day Twos, 5-day Threes, Toddlers                10/4
Walk & Bike to School Day                      Wed. 10/5

Chapel for Threes & PreK 	             9:15 Wed. 10/5

Fall Break Closed Fri. 10/7, Mon&Tues 10/10 & 11

In-Class Chapel Twos                             Wed. 10/12
Halloween Costume Collection Ends       Fri. 10/14

Speech & Language Evaluations         Mon. & Tues.                         
o                                                                 10/17 & 18

Vision Screening                                      Wed. 10/19

Open House                             Thur. 10/20 5-7 p.m.
Preschool Sunday                                11 a.m. 10/23

Announced Fire Drill &	                                       9:15         
Fire Engine Visit 9:30                              Wed. 10/26

Church Offers Food Trucks                   Thur. 10/27

Mitten Tree Collection Ends                     Fri. 10/28
Ms. Gillian’s Birthday	 	 	 	      10/28

Halloween Parade	                  9:15 Mon. 10/31

Project 20/20 offers vision screening for $24 (for the 
first child with a $5 discount per sibling).  They use 
an autorefractor which detects refractive errors 
such as astigmatism and near/far sightedness.  They 
also measure the ability of the eyes to function to-
gether (binocular vision and depth perception) and check 
visual acuity (distance - near and far).  Screeners interpret 
the results to determine a pass or referral.  A referral is 
given to a child who is identified as in need of a compre-
hensive eye examination from an eye care professional.  Screening available for children who are at 
least two years old.  Return form to MPP office with payment to Project 20/20 by Friday, Oct. 14. 
Contact MPP today to have form emailed or pick one up at arrival/dismissal. 

Vision Screening offered Wed.  Oct. 19 

Speech & Language 
Evaluations Mon. & Tues. 

Oct. 17 & 18
Speech Source Atlanta is offering 
a free speech and language 
screening for all Morningside 
Presbyterian Preschool students 
2-5 years old. There will be a 
permission form in your child’s 
bag next week. Please fill out the 
permission form and return to the 
preschool office. Early detection is 
important to decrease the length 
of intervention needed, decrease 
you child’s frustrations, and 
increase the amount of 
meaningful communication with 
peers and adults. If you have 
concerns or questions about a 
child who is outside of this age 
range, please contact Katy Stout 
directly at 678/538-8775 to 
request a free consultation to 
discuss developmental norms.  
Many thanks to alumni parent 
Katy Stout for offering this again. 

Spread the word with neighbors and friends that there is one opening available 
in the 3-day MWF Older Twos class and one opening in the 3-day MWF Threes 

Welcoming Emma Grace 
to our MPP family

Congratulations to 

the Huber Family on 

the arrival of Emma 

Grace on September 

16.  Her big brother 

Benedikt is in the 5-

Day Threes.  Many 

thanks to the Good Neighbor 

Team for springing into action 

to provide meals:)



Wednesday, October 5th

The environmental committee 
invites all MPP families to join 
children and adults around the 
world in celebrating 
International Walk to School 
Day on Wednesday, October 
5th. Walking to school is a great 
way to be a part of a global 
event and to promote health, to 
identify safer routes for walking 
and to improve air quality.  
MPP walkers and bikers will be 
greeted with walk to school day 
stickers and a treat.  In 
addition, we will have a hot cup 

of coffee waiting for parents in 
order to thank them for their 
extra effort!

To learn more about 
International Walk to School 
events check out http://
www.walkbiketoschool.org/.

Contact Environmental Team 
Co-Chairs Shannon Gaggero at 
shannoncofrin@gmail.com or 
Kris Smith at 
kcsmith@mindspring.com with 
questions about any of our 
environmental efforts.
1. Drink and snack pouches 

with Terracycle logo – read 
here to learn more about 
the program   http://
www.terracycle.com/en-US
They can be any brand of 
drink and snack pouches – 
some examples of types 
include Capri Sun, Honest 
Kids and fruit and veggie 
pouches.

2. Crayola or other brands of 
magic markers and dry 
erase markers that are dried 
out for the Crayola 
ColorCyle project. 

3. We take 
natural corks - 
not plastic - to 
be recycled at 
Whole Foods

4. We recylce 
batteries 
(make sure that they are 
sealed in the plastic bags 
provided next to box).  

These specialty recylcing 
containers are available in 
the staff kitchen at top of 

first 6 stairs inside 
preschool entrance.

MPP Recycling & Walk to School Day, Oct. 5

To continue the 
celebration of our 15th 
anniversary, Morningside 
Presbyterian Church is 
inviting all those in the 
Preschool Community to 
church on Sunday, 
October 23 - children’s 

programs and childcare before and during worship and fun Fellowship time afterwards.  
We realize that many may have your own church home, but all are welcome at MPC on 
October 23 as we celebrate the relationship between the church and the preschool.  
There will be alumni participating as greeters and the chidren’s choir will sing.
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TO DO FOR FUN-RAISER
-Book your babysitter: Friday, Nov. 11, 7 p.m.
-Buy your tickets: $75 each for a great 
evening at Druid Hills Country Club

-Show your support through a sponsorship: 
Diamond $1000 and up, Platinum $500-
$999, Gold $250-$499, Silver $100-$249, 
Bronze $25-$99

- Invite Alumni Parents as we celebrate 15 years
-Like the MPP Facebook page
-Sign up on Bidding for Good

CHECK OUT SOME GREAT ITEMS ALREADY 
DONATED - Thank these businesses for 
supporting early childhood education in their 
community.

All Fired Up - Emory Village
Live Nation 
Alliance Theater
Center for Puppetry Arts
Atlanta Botanical Gardens
Garnish & Gather
Soap Car Wash
Zoo Atlanta
Dave's Cosmic Subs
Casseroles
Half Moon Outfitters
MPP Summer Camp Week
Botanical Gardens Holiday Lights Outing with 
Ms. Melinda
Catch Air
AutoGlo Hand Car Wash 
Ms. Lisa’s Hair Cuts for kids
Ansley Animal Clinic

LIVE AUCTION
1 week stay at St. Simon’s beachfront house
1 week stay at Cape Sandblast beachfront townhome 
Highland Fine Wine
Restaurant Eugene
La Tavola

LOTS MORE TO COME!!!

Top 15 Reasons to Come to Fun-Raiser

1.  	 Funding attendance at 
National Early Chi ldhood 
Education Conference by MPP 
Teachers (in Atlanta Nov. 2017)

2. 	Teacher Outings to bid on

3.  	Enhancing the Property at 
MPC (last year’s Fun-Raiser 
installed these child-height 
sinks and flooring in two 
classrooms)

4.  	 Celebrating 15 years of 
Excellent Early Childhood 
Education

5. 	 Spa items to bid on

6. 	 Beach Homes to bid on

7.  	 Fabulous Dining 
Experiences to bid on

8. Having a fabulous, fun 
evening with friends	

9. 	January Fiesta tickets sold

10. 	January Ladies’ Holiday 
Recovery Party tickets sold

11. 	Animal Care certificates

12. 	Concert ticket package

13. 	 Child Outing Items

14. 	 Your child’s class art

15. 	 Enhancing Special 
Programs for the children 
(culture, music, drama and 
literary guests)


