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OCTOBER 2017 
Worship at Morningside 

 
 

October 1, 2017 

Baron Mullis preaching 

“The Mind of Christ” 

Philippians 2:1-13 

 

 

 

October 8, 2017 

Baron Mullis preaching 

“The Stone the Builders Rejected” 

Matthew 21:33-46; 1 Samuel 3:1-21 

 

 

 

October 15, 2017 

Baron Mullis preaching 

“The Good Land” 

Deuteronomy 8:7-18; Luke 17:11-19 
 

 

 

October 22, 2017 

Eliza Smith preaching 
 

 

 

October 29, 2017 

Baron Mullis preaching 

“A Prophet Like Moses” 

Deuteronomy 34:1-12; Matthew 22:34-46 
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life, and I believe, extended it as she struggled with 
disease.   

 

Gratitude is a way of life.  And that way of life shapes 
how we react to everything else that we encounter.  
Theologians call it a theology of abundance as opposed to 
a theology of scarcity.  A theology of scarcity tells us that 
there isn’t enough and so we better hold on tightly to 
everything we have.  But with a theology of                   
abundance, we look at all we have and imagine how 
we can use it for good.   

 

I know how I want to live.  We’ll never out-give 
God… but what fun it could be to try!!!  

Shalom,  

 

 

Baron. 

 

Dear sisters and brothers, 

If you haven’t already, you 
soon will receive your        
annual commitment letter 
in the mail.   

 

I am not going to use this space to rewrite my letter to 
you.  The commitment team and I have tried to share 
plainly what the church’s needs are for the year to 
come and what our particular challenges are this year.  
(In 17 years of ministry, I have never had another year 
where so many committed members of a congregation 
moved to other cities.  I have always expected one or 
two, but at last count, we were up to 12 families who 
have moved to places including London and Berlin, 
Chicago and Florida.)  We’ve been clear that growth 
alone won’t put us over the finish line for this year’s                   
campaign.   

 

But I’ve already said that to you.  We’ve told you the 
challenge and I know you’re going to take it seriously.  
So I’d like to turn my attention to the real theme of 
commitment this year: gratitude.   

 

Theologian Brian Gerrish characterizes the theology of 
John Calvin with two words: grace and gratitude. 

 

We are, every one of us, the recipient of grace upon 
grace.  We have been given so much; so, so much. 

 

I ask only one thing of you this commitment season: 
that you respond to that grace with gratitude; that you 
give in proportion to how you have been blessed.  As 
an old friend of mine, Barbara, used to say to me, 
“You’ll never out-give God.  Just try.” 

Barbara always said that to me, and she did so while         
undergoing grueling chemotherapy and recovering 
from difficult surgeries.  She lived in a place of               
gratitude, no matter what.  That gratitude shaped her 
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Calendar Preview:  Peek into Future 
Events with Morningside 

 Oct. 28 –  There will be 7 choirs joining us at Peachtree 
Road United Methodist Church at 7 p.m. for the               
Reformation concert.  

 Nov. 5 – on All Saints Sunday, the Chancel Choir and               
orchestra will present John Rutter’s uplifting choral 
“Requiem” during worship. 

 Nov. 6 and 20 – join us in Room 201 as we dress candles 
with red frills for use in the Moravian Love Feast service. 
It’s fun—no experience required! 

 Dec. 3 – Moravian Love Feast with song, candles, tea and 
buns at 11 a.m.    

 Dec. 8, 9 – MPC’s Handbell Choir joins the Atlanta Gay 
Men’s Chorus for their annual holiday concerts at St. 
Philip’s Cathedral. 
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  Challenge Grant Offers Help to Fund Fire-Alarm System 

When we launched our three-year capital campaign Standing and Serving for Generations, which ends in December, part of 
our list of promises was “we will not spend money we haven’t received.”  We’ve accomplished almost everything on the 
wish list, thanks to pledges and gifts—but we didn’t anticipate one big need: an all-church fire alarm system.   

Clearly, this wasn’t a need we could overlook or defer, so the implementation team went ahead with plans to install this 
vital safety system. Our lowest bid was $125,000. That’s the bad news. But there IS good news. Due to the careful cost 
controls and good management, our campaign is only $50,000 short, even with this unexpected expense. The even better 
news is this: the alarms are being installed (perhaps by the time you read this). The best news is that we have received a 
$25,000 gift, which will cover half the cost—with a catch.  It’s a matching-gift challenge.   

Yes, we know it’s commitment season.  And we know many of us are paying our final installments of our Standing and 
Serving campaign pledges. BUT, if you’d like to help put the fire-alarm fund over the top, all contributions will be greatly 
cherished. Please note “Fire Alarm Matching Grant” on your check memo line so that it ends up in the correct account.  

What’s Next for MPC?  Get Highlights after Worship Sunday, Oct. 8 

Remember that congregational survey many of us completed some months ago?  Our Strategic Planning Team has taken what 
they learned from the survey results, surveyed other congregations and looked at best church practices across the  nation and 
now is ready to share highlights of Morningside’s Strategic Plan 2018-2020.   

There will be a short briefing presented immediately after worship after both the 8:45 and 11 a.m. services on Sunday, Oct. 8. 
Broad on insights, priorities and direction for initiatives, the presentation also will cover how members of the congregation will 
be involved in implementing the plan in our areas of deepest interest, as we Journey Together into the future. 

                                                 Morningside Milestones 

 We offered our promise to be friends and mentors to young Carolina and Ellis Williams on the occasion of their                
baptism Sept. 17. Congratulations to parents Kenneth and Kimberley and the whole Williams family. 

 Pens put to paper—or maybe pixels put to screens?  Congratulations to the authors among us.  Ken Sharpe spoke 
about his speculative novel Next Earth, now available from Amazon in paperback or as an e-book, at the Decatur Book 
Festival. It’s the first in his series about a world in which humanity has in essence had to start over from scratch.   
Meanwhile, Drs. Carol Senf and Ellen Stockstill, with a third collaborator, have turned in the manuscript of a scholarly 
research resource for students of Gothic literature. And Baron, who will happily sell you a copy of his recent sermon 
collection, Like an Everflowing Stream, has a new article published in Presbyterian Outlook. To read his “Confessions of an 
Accidental Youth Minister,” go here: http://pres-outlook.org/2017/09/confessions-accidental-youth-minister/.  

 A big achievement for our member and friend Bienfait Kinube-Bauma:  he is now a licensed Georgia driver.  If you 
have a painting or carpentry job for this talented worker, now he’ll be able to provide his own transportation to your 
home or business. 

 It’s hard to believe they’re already deep into their first semester, but MPC wishes all the best success in their college 
careers to our freshmen: Joseph Cochran, Lucy Grant, Cade Lawson and Taylor Morton. 

THEY’RE BAAAAAACK! ( FOR THE FINAL TIME) 

Our final Food Truck event for the season will take place Thursday, Oct. 26, beginning at 5:30 p.m. Come out for 
some interesting meal choices, fun for the kids and a chance to get better acquainted. By the way, set up and clean up 
help with the tables and chairs is needed—and appreciated! 

http://pres-outlook.org/2017/09/confessions-accidental-youth-minister/
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It’s fair to call the annual fall Mingle THE highlight of Morningside’s social year. It’s a free get-together sponsored by our Board of 
Deacons with no agenda except getting to know each other better and enjoying adult conversation, food and beverages.  

This year’s event is being hosted at the home of Tish and Charles Woolley (1796 Noble Dr. NE 30306) beginning at 6:30 p.m. on 
Saturday, Oct. 7. If you haven’t signed up to attend, please do so ASAP either via the electronic invite or care of the church               
office. 

It is important to note this is an adults-only event. Participants have said in the past, “We’re SO glad we got a sitter for the                  
evening.” 

Very Last Call for Montreat Retreat—A Few Spots May Remain Open 

If you’re asking yourself “How did I let that deadline pass?” for our weekend getaway with learning and fun for all ages in                  
beautiful Montreat, NC the weekend of Oct. 20-22, don’t give up just yet. 

Contact Elder and Fellowship Ministries Chair Sandra Ward (sandraward57@gmail.com) to see what if any slots remain.  If finance is 
an issue, scholarships may be available to help offset the expense. 

Why Is There a Piano in the Session Room, You Ask?      
Come Find Out! 

Changes in early morning programming for all age groups has the 9:45 hour hopping 
throughout the building on Sundays. While the focus is on learning and understanding 
more about faith and building our relationships with God, the process has come far                     
beyond the kind of Bible-verse memorization some of us remember from our “Sunday 
school” classes of decades ago. And that’s why there’s a piano in Session Room.   

The Faith Development class is exploring a history of congregational singing, led by                  
organist and hymnodist Michael Morgan—which, naturally, needs both musical illustration 
plus the group’s raising their voices in song. The first session began with the Psalms. On 
Oct. 1, we will cover the transition from psalmody to hymnody and on Oct. 8 we’ll learn 
about and sing hymns of our own times. On Oct. 15, the class will begin a study of the 
Jewish Jesus, led by Jennye Guy. 

A second adult class, Faith Formation for Families, began Sept. 10 and immediately                 
outgrew the Youth Room (besides, the middle-schoolers needed it for their own learning 

time). Faith Formation now meets in Room 201 under the leadership of Rev. Beth Waltemath and Children’s Ministry Director 
Mardee Rightmyer. Both groups welcome you to attend any Sunday you’re able. 

‘Morningside Mingle’ Says It All—Time for Adults to Meet, Greet, Eat 

Michael Morgan (center) shows his newly 
acquired copy of the first edition of            
Handel’s Messiah to bell choir              
members Derek Matthews and Nancy 
Coomes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Charlotte Spears  

1 Shelley Senterfitt 

2 Carson Myers 

2 Frances Bresnahan 

3 Jeannette McClure 

3 Anna Sapp 

4 Tia Bartis 

5 Miranda Brownlee 

5 David Wingert 

7 Natalie Holler 

8 Duncan Spears 

9 Jane Simpson 

11 Daniel Sommerfeld 

14 Lily Woolley 

13 Ali Bradway 

13 Amy Jarratt 

13 David Yntema 

15 Joseph Brady 

15 Sanda Means 

15 Alex Regnault 

16 Ann Brady 

16 Philip Hawkins 

17 Rachel Reed 

17 Joanna Adams 

18 David Stewart 

18 Donna Scalf 

20 Sienna Weis 

20 Jessica Adams 

21 Rich Powell 

21 Sadie Irwin 

21 Betty Blaine 

21 Liam Fox 

22 Julie Green 

24 Jeff Harris 

24 Cate Branon 

25 Riley Ruby 

26 Finley Holaway 

26 John Young 

26 Pam Sharpe 

27 Robin Hackney 

28 Abigail Ward 

29 Rob Payne 

29 Jason Loring 

29 Terry Lawson 

30 Pat Antenucci 

30 James Beasley 

31 Don Grant 

31 Brian Johnson 

31 Jeff Peters 

mailto:sandraward57@gmail.com
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and              
Conversation 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School for 
all ages 
11 a.m. Worship/                
Communion 
12 noon. Fellowship 
4:30 p.m. Daisy Scout 
Troop 
5:30 p.m. Youth Dinner 
6 p.m. Blessing of the          
Animals 

 

 

2 

8:15 a.m. Spanish 
9 a.m. MPP 
12 noon. Arts and 
Crafts Guild                          
1 p.m. Ballet 
2 p.m. Cooking 
Guild 
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society 

3 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. CrossFit 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:00 p.m. Preschool 
Committee                      
Meeting/ONC                   
Meeting/Fun with ICM 
(offsite) 
6:30 p.m. Weight 

Watchers 

7 p.m. Theology on Tap 
7:30 p.m. MLPA            

4 
8:15 a.m. Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. Mini Monet’s 
6 p.m. Children’s 
Choir 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

5 

9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yogasculpt 
1 p.m. Playball 
6 p.m. Night Yoga 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

6 
8 a.m. Spanish 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. Karate 

7 
9 a.m. Women’s 
AA Meeting 
6:30 p.m.  
Morningside Mingle 
(offsite) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
8:45 a.m. Second Sunday  
Worship Service 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and              
Conversation/Strategic Plan 
Briefing 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School for 
all ages 
11 a.m. Worship/ Baptism 
12 noon. Fellowship/              
Strategic Plan Briefing 
12:30 p.m. Deacon’s                
Meeting/ Mission                        

9 
MPP Closed 
7 p.m. MLPA/
Mandolin Society/ 
Children’s Ministry 
 
 

10 
MPP Closed 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
 
 
 
 

 
 

11 
MPP Closed 
11 a.m. Reading at 
Dobbs 
6 p.m. Children’s 
Choir 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 

12 
MPP Closed 
11a.m. Yogasculpt 
12:30 p.m. Poetry 
Group 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

 

 
 
 

13 
MPP Closed 
7 p.m. Couples 
Group (offsite) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

14 
9 a.m. Women’s 
AA Meeting 
10 a.m. Serve at 
ICM Food Pantry 
(offsite) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 

9:30 a.m. Coffee and              
Conversation 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School for 
all ages 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon. Fellowship 
12:30 p.m.  RHO Readers/ 
Young Adult Luncheon  
(offsite) 
4:30 p.m. Daisy Scout 
Troop      
5 p.m. Youth Committee 
Meeting 

16 

8 a.m. Spanish 
9 a.m. MPP 
12 noon. Arts and 
Crafts Guild 
1 p.m. Ballet 
2 p.m. Cooking 
Guild 
7 p.m. Session/ 
Mandolin Society 
 

       

 

17 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. CrossFit 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. ONC Meeting 
 

 
 
 

18 
7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
(offsite) 
8:15 a.m. Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. Mini Monet’s 
6 p.m. Children’s 
Choir 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

19 
9 a.m. MPP  
11 a.m. Yogasculpt 
11:30 a.m.             
Workshop 
12:30 p.m. Third 
Thursday Theology 
1 p.m. Playball 
2 p.m. MPP Open 
House 
6 p.m. Night Yoga 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 
 

20 
MONTREAT  
RETREAT 
8 a.m. Spanish 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. Karate 
 

 

21 
MONTREAT  
RETREAT 
9 a.m. Women’s 
AA Meeting 
 
 

 

22 
MONTREAT  
RETREAT 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and              
Conversation 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School for 
all ages 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon. Fellowship 
4:30 p.m. Atlanta Gives 

23 
8 a.m. Spanish 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. Ballet 
6 p.m. Cooking 
Guild 
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society/                        
Parliamentarians 
 

24 

9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. CrossFit 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
 

25 

8:15 a.m. Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. Mini Monet’s 
6 p.m. Children’s 
Choir/ ONC Meeting 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 
 
 

26 
9 a.m. MPP  
11 a.m. Yogasculpt 
1 p.m. Playball 
5:30 p.m. Food 
Trucks 
6 p.m. Night Yoga 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

27 
8 a.m. Spanish 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. Karate 

28 
9 a.m. Women’s 
AA Meeting 
7 p.m. Reformation 
Concert (offsite) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and              
Conversation 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School for 
all ages 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon. Fellowship 
 
 

30 
8 a.m. Spanish 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. Ballet 
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society 
 
 

31 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. CrossFit 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
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‘Reading Year’ with MPC’s Partner School Kicks Off Oct. 11 

A date conflict and then Hurricane Irma delayed the opening of our reading outreach with second and third-graders at J.W. 
Dobbs Elementary School but we’re all set to begin Wednesday, Oct. 11, at 11 a.m.  The once-a-month hourly meetings 
will now be on the second Wednesday. 

This program reached a solid footing last school year, as most of our adults worked with and got to know one                  
individual child. The time spent together was informed by notes from each student’s teacher suggesting areas of                   
concentration for the hour and activities that were enjoyable for both halves of the team. Reading is fundamental during 
these grades, which lead up to crucial progress exams at the end of the third-grade year. 

If you would like to sign up to be part of this important and interesting outreach, contact Baron. The group usually               
carpools together from the church, meeting at 10:30 a.m., but the school is easily reached from the Morningside area in 
about 20 minutes. 

Intown Collaborative Ministries Offers Beer, BBQ— and Food Pantry Volunteering     

Intown Collaborative Ministries (ICM) has two early-October events coming up. One’s for fun and one’s to help distribute food to 
homeless and food-insecure neighbors in nearby ZIP codes. 

On Tuesday, Oct. 3, you’re invited to the new West End home of Monday Night Brewing for beer, ‘cue from Sweet Auburn BBQ 
and live music for only $25 with all proceeds going to ICM. The fun starts at 6 p.m. or you can drop in any time until 9 p.m. The  
Garage, Monday Night’s just-opened brewery and taproom is located on the Beltline’s Westside Trail extension at the corner of Lee 
and White streets.  Your contact for more information is Melissa Lerner (melissahlerner@gmail.com).  

Meanwhile, if you’d like to get more hands-on with the actual services provided by ICM, our quarterly turn to staff the food pantry 
comes up Saturday, Oct. 14, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  The pantry is located in McIver Hall, next to Druid Hills Presbyterian Church. 
The first half-hour offers orientation, so repeat volunteers can sleep in and show up as late as 10:30.  To sign up or learn more, reach 
out to Laura Ulep (lauraulep@gmail.com). 

Hurricanes on Top of Hurricanes Lead to Planning for Adult Service Travel 

It may be hard to believe, but New Orleans and other parts of the Gulf Coast are still recovering from the disastrous visits 
of Katrina and Rita more than 10 years ago. But now, with the impacts from Harvey, Irma and Maria, even more locations 
cry out for assistance. Where can we be of most help? 

Our committee for Adult Mission Trips, headed by Roland Behm, set Nov. 8-12 for our next venture to New Orleans to 
work with RHINO (Rebuilding Hope in New Orleans) and other service agencies.  However, in view of needs in Texas, 
Florida, Georgia, Mexico and islands in the Caribbean, the team is re-evaluating how and where we might help. Watch for 
further information, where we’re going and how to sign up. In the meantime, to donate to our denomination’s effective 
emergency response and refugee assistance program, PDA (Presbyterian Disaster Assistance), go to 
https://pda.pcusa.org/page/give/.  PDA is also supported by our gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing collected every 
Easter season. 

It’s Time to Review Your Calling to Serve Your Church 

It is, as you should be aware by now, Commitment Season, when we’re all being earnestly encouraged to pledge or                   
increase our pledges in gratitude for the many blessings we’ve received from God.  But here are two other considerations 
for service in addition to money. This year we’re returning to our practice of including a paper form for each to let the 
church know of our passion for certain ministries, special skills or general willingness to devote a few hours a month to a 
project.  It’s also time—by Oct. 15— to nominate officers to serve on our Session as elders and on our Board of Deacons. 
No amount of money can replace the hands-on power of engaged members—pray to discern your role with the same 
thoughtfulness you place on determining your financial gifts. And then let us know on Commitment Sunday, Oct. 29.  

mailto:melissahlerner@gmail.com
mailto:lauraulep@gmail.com
https://pda.pcusa.org/page/give/


 

 

Prayer Concerns  

Members of our community have asked for individual prayer. To be on the prayer list—public or private—use prayer 
cards found in the pew racks or speak with Baron. Morningside Messenger will carry the list from the most recent weekly 
Life@ insert: Sue Blouin, Patricia Boyko, Andrew Brady (Gwyn Brady’s brother), Frank Chapman (Mary Chapman’s brother) 

Fairleigh family, Chuck Fishpaw (Brenda Fishpaw’s son), Walter Gilbert (Patrick Gilbert’s father), Ann Herndon (Will        
Herndon’s mother), Billy Jones (Melissa Lawson’s father), Friends and relatives of Linda Johnson, JoAnn and Terry Kearns, 
Betty Lynn Lambert, Lange family, Jan McMahan, Ted McMahan, Brandon Odom, Ray family, Bev Reed, Beth Klotz Von               
Seggern (Jack Klotz’s sister), Marlie Ann Senf, Kimball Sweatt (Frampton family friend), Mary Turner (Sanda Means’ mother), 
Wells family, Dr. Nathaniel West (Dr. West’s father), Evelyn Wimberly (Nancy Frampton’s ex-mother-in-law), John Young. 
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Your Session at Work:  September 18 Meeting  
(Find a complete list of our church officers, their committee          
assignments and church staff at http://www.morningsidepc.org /
leaders.  Session minutes, once approved, are on file and available for 
review in the church office.) 

 Session approved the recently completed MPC Employee 
Handbook, the culmination of about a year of diligent work 
by the Human Resources Committee and especially Ali 
Bradway.  The comprehensive handbook puts together for 
the first time all our church policies concerning                 
performance, vacations, leave, internet usage and many  
other types of useful information. As a baseline, the              
handbook will be updated as policies and practices change. 

 In other Human Resources news, HR Co-chair Ellen 
Landers announced that Rev. Beth Waltemath’s contract as 
our Interim Associate Pastor has been extended at least 
through the end of the year as our Associate Pastor                   
Nominating Committee continues its work.  Beth’s hours 
will be cut back slightly, but her focus on Mission, Adult 
Faith Development, and Small Groups will continue.  Her 
office hours will be on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

 Session received good news about early results from our 
September changes in education programs for all ages. With 
the children’s hour set at 9:45 a.m., parents have been freed 
up to attend a new Faith Formation for Families class which 
has drawn more than 30 adults each Sunday so far.  This new 
class meets in Room 201. Middle-schoolers have formed 
their own Sunday morning group and are discussing the 
day’s worship texts with Interim Youth Director Matt 
Frease.  

 Speaking of youth, dates have been set for summer retreats. 
High-schoolers will return to Montreat and                                    
middle-schoolers to Massanetta Springs. 

 As of the meeting, our estimated operating  income for the 
year was running $84,000 behind projections. Our Finance 

team knows that many members choose to make up their 
giving at the end of the year—we hope that our final results 
for 2017 will make up the deficit. We also hope the end of 
the Standing and Serving capital campaign will allow more 
generous support of ongoing operations and expanded               
programs next year and into the future. 

 Our music and community outreach programs will benefit 
from some $7,000  given by patrons and attendees of our 
fourth Morningside Sings gala “When You wish Upon a 
Star”.  The show, directed by Jeff Peters, with a cast of 22 
adults and 12 children and highlighting classics from 19 
Disney productions delighted a full house on the evening of 
Aug. 19 and an almost equal audience at the matinee on 
Aug. 20. The production leveraged the talents of many 
Morningside members for set design and construction,                
costume design and production, stage direction,                             
choreography, props and special effects, photography, 
sound and lighting design, marketing and program                     
creation.  The orchestra of six was directed by the talents 
and leadership of music director Derek Matthews and                 
choral director Jonathan Crutchfield.  The lush                            
orchestrations were created by Mac Frampton. 

 More Session news is scattered throughout this edition of 
the newsletter. Business covered during the September 
meeting included planning for commitment season,                   
approving the Blessing of the Animals service for Oct. 1, 
calling an emergency Congregational Meeting to fill a                  
vacancy on the Officer Nominating Committee (we elected 
Kelly Anderson), approving baptisms and transfers to                  
another church, and how we will roll out our 2018-2020 
Strategic Plan. 

       
     Daisy Ottmann 
     Clerk of Session 

http://www.morningsidepc.org%20/leaders
http://www.morningsidepc.org%20/leaders
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BackWords 

Jonathan Crutchfield’s Summer – So Much More Than ‘Vacation Abroad’ 

By Dale Glendening 

Our Organist/Choirmaster Dr. Jonathan Crutchfield               
recalls plucking piano keys when three years of age and 
coming home from church at the age of five, emulating 
hymns on his family’s piano that had been sung in church. 
His love and aptitude for music was evident early in his 
life, and since then he has studied, practiced and                         
performed music for five decades. His talent and skills 
shine through with playing both organ and piano and                 
leading our choir in traditional and classical pieces sung in 
both English and other languages.  In what spare time he 
has, he is a collaborative pianist at Georgia State                             
University and for Coro Vocati, a professional Atlanta                 
chorale ensemble.          

This past June, Jonathan participated in a performance 
tour. On June 4, 130 choir members, choral director Dr. John Dickson, chaperones and Jonathan travelled to Italy. The tour 
was the inspiration of Dr. Dickson, professor of choral music at Louisiana State University. Dr. Dickson asked Jonathan to 
accompany the performances. Gabriel Fauré’s “Requiem Mass” was the centerpiece with five other anthems and a short 
course of songs selected by participating choirs. The itinerary included performances in Rome and Florence.   

On Wednesday, June 7, the choirs participated in a mass in St. Peter’s Basilica, Vatican City, where the combined choirs 
sang five anthems a capella.  Jonathan was unaware that he would be asked to perform an organ prelude before the mass and 
felt was honored and flattered by the invitation. He notes that performing in St. Peter’s on its organ was a personal highlight 
of the trip. Although it is a challenge for a musician to perform on an instrument with which he is unfamiliar, Jonathan shares 
that while he experienced some short-lived, pre-performance jitters after he started to play, once he created a feel for and 
connection with the organ, it was “business as usual”.    

Jonathan says, “Not knowing if I would be given the privilege to play until I arrived only heightened the experience of the 
moment. To have the honor of helping to lead the worship of God at St. Peter’s Basilica, even in a small way, was a moment 
that will go with me through the rest of my life. Secondly, to be surrounded in Italy by thousands of years of history and art 
with its immense architecture, paintings, and sculptures, and to know that in the year 2017 I was able to contribute my small 
amount of time and talent to the artistry of the ages was thrilling.” 

The next day, the choir performed at Cheisa Sant’Andrea della Valle, another basilica church in Rome. The program includ-
ed Gabriel Fauré’s “Requiem, Op. 48” sung by the combined choirs. Short programs were performed individually by each of 
the five choirs. Some of the selections were sung a capella and Jonathan accompanied others.  Over the weekend, the ensem-
ble traveled to Florence to perform the Requiem and the five short programs in the Chiesa di San Salvatore di Ognissanti, a  
Franciscan church located on the beautiful Piazza. 

Despite the required time devoted to preparing for a performing tour, Jonathan emphatically states that he would gladly  
repeat a similar experience and, in fact, will. He has been approached to participate in similar concerts in Czechoslovakia and 
Germany in 2019. J.S. Bach wrote, “Music is God’s gift to man, the only art of Heaven given to earth, the only art of earth 
we take to Heaven.”   

[A version of this article was published in several Atlanta Hometown News community editions, August 2017, Volume 27, No. 8; this                  
version is reprinted with permission of the author and publisher.] 
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