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September 2014 
Worship at Morningside 

 
September 7, 2014 
Baron Mullis preaching 
“Basic Good Advice” 

Texts: Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 18:15-20 
The sacrament of communion will be celebrated. 

 
September 14, 2014 
Baron Mullis preaching 
“What Not to Do…” 

Texts: Genesis 50:15-21; Matthew 18:21-35 
 

September 21, 2014 
Baron Mullis preaching 

“Unfair” 
Texts: Jonah 3:10-4:11; Matthew 20:1-16 

New Member Sunday 
 

September 28, 2014 
Dana Hughes preaching 

“Expecting the Unexpected” 
Texts: Isaiah 43:1-21; Mark 2:23-3:6 

Installation of Drew Stockstill 
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Dear sisters and 
brothers, 
 

Every year, this time of year, I 
think of the lyrics of Jimmy Buf-

fett’s song, “When the Coast is Clear.”  
“They're closin' down the hangout 
The air is turnin' cool 
They're shuttin' off the superslide 
The kids are back in school. 
 

“The tourist traps are empty 
Vacancy abounds 
Almost like it used to be 
Before the circus came to town. 
 

“That's when it always happens 
Same time every year 
I come down to talk to me 
When the coast is clear.” 
 

Except for us, it’s sort of the opposite, isn’t it?  Summer is 
the time for lingering a little longer, slowing down – you 
know all the idyllic images that dot our memories of the 
slower days of summer.  For us, when fall comes back, it’s 
more like when the circus comes to town.  It gets busy.  
Things pick up.  The rhythm of our lives goes the other 
direction when it all kicks off again.   
 

I have a dear friend who is very much a workaholic – or 
she was, until she retired.  We all used to worry about her 
because she was up at 5 in the morning, in the gym by 6, 
at work at 7:30 and stayed until 8… p.m., that is.  We 
would press her to slow down, take more time for herself, 
“don’t burn yourself out,” we’d say.  She’d always reply, 
“People don’t burn out doing what they love and what 
they believe in.” 
 

I know there are a lot of things to be done this time of year 
– kids are back in school, Children’s Choir starts, adult 
choir is already thinking of Christmas, and, well, come 
January, we’ll blink and think, “How can it already be 
January?”   
 
My prayer for you – and me – is that as we embrace the 
busy-ness that life brings, that we’re finding something 
that we love and we believe in.  Jesus said he came to 

 
 

 

bring us life, and life abundantly.  I think by that abundant 
life, what he meant was life that has meaning, that is lived 
for others as well as for ourselves.  I think he meant life 
that has its eyes open for God’s blessings and God’s love 
so that we can share God’s blessings and God’s love with 
others.   
 

So as we get back to it, I pray for you abundant life – with 
meaning and joy… 
 

Shalom,  
 
 
Baron 
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Columbia Seminary 
Intern Joins 
Morningside Staff 
This Month 
 

Josh Stanley, a second-year student (‘middler’) at Colum-
bia Theological Seminary will intern at MPC now through 
May.  Among other duties in his supervised ministry here, 
totally funded by CTS, he’ll help teach our fourth-fifth 
grade classes and work with our youth, along with Landon 
and Drew. 
 

A 2013 graduate from North Carolina State, Josh majored 
in biology.  A younger brother and sister are still in college 
in North Carolina, although Josh’s parents recently relo-
cated to Savannah.  He’s experienced in leading church 
youth groups, teaching Sunday School, and leading service 
trips. 
 

Free time pursuits include running, reading, and watching 
sports.  Josh says, “I am excited to have the opportunity to 
do my supervised ministry internship at Morningside be-
cause I believe it is a strong church that holds important 
beliefs and is continuing to grow.”    
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Morningside Milestones 

 

• Oh, baby, baby!  First came Dixon Alexander Sapp, son of Leigh Ann and Hunter, July 24. Becky and Fred Schreiber 
and big sister and brother Addie and Jack welcomed Emmeline Louise Aug. 21.  And now, with the adoption of baby 
Clara Ann, Brian Johnson and Bryan Rogers have increased their flock of siblings to five.  By the time you read this 
their expected babies also may have joined the Burke, Jensen and Millard families.  What this means is that Carrie 
Branon, who coordinates meals for families with new arrivals, could use some more people on her provider list. Even 
one meal (at your convenience) helps.  Email Carrie (carriebranon@yahoo.com) so she can send you available dates. 

• Morningside offers Christian sympathy to Bill Smith on the recent death of his mother and to Ann Bowers and Maria 
Ragland on the death of Ann’s father Aug. 10. 

• And again, congratulations to Mason and Elisabeth Smith Copeland on their July 26 wedding in Aurora CO.  We all 
wish them a lifetime of happiness together. 

• Also thanks and best wishes for success to our departing fourth-fifth grade Sunday School teacher, Sally Horne, who’s 
beginning law school at the University of South Carolina. 

Rev. Dana Hughes Says ‘So Long’—For a While 
“Back in the days when I rode my trusted brontosaurus to seminary, I wanted to be a pastoral counselor, offering a willing 
ear, a thoughtful gaze over the top of my glasses, and an array of boo boo noises to the people of God who might be in need 
of such help.  But one day a mastodon scampered by, and my mount spooked, reared, and flung me off in the dirt.  As luck 
would have it, I landed on my notoriously hard head, and no damage was apparent.  However, in the days after, it became 
clear that my brain had taken quite a knock, had swollen to gargantuan proportions, and I suffered an irrational desire to 
be a preacher.  
 

“Yet in my first call as an associate pastor, ministry was a dull thing, and when I learned that a certain church in VA-HI 
was in need of an interim, I leapt up, clicking my heals, even though I had no idea what an interim was or did.  But I knew 
with unwavering certainty, most likely due to the afore-mentioned swelling of my brain, that I had to be the interim at 
Morningside Presbyterian. The Executive Presbyter took a leave of his senses and agreed, and I embarked on the most engag-
ing call of my career. There were challenges and changes, tears and triumph, until two years later, a rather famous pastor 
was called.  I sallied forth, forever grateful for the on-the-job training, knowing I had found the place where my great joy 
and the world's great need met.   
 

“Ten years later, I came back to Morningside to have my spirit refreshed by the vibrancy of the congregation and the bril-
liance of the preaching, teaching and pastoring by Baron and Drew.  And now, renewed and recharged, I am going out 
again to serve as Contract Call Pastor (like an interim but spelled differently) for Smyrna Presbyterian Church, which is lo-
cated in Conyers, not Smyrna.  The job starts on Sept. 7.  Once again, I am indebted to the saints of Morningside Presbyte-
rian for shaping me, and when this call is finished, I look forward to coming back to this church that I now call HOME. 
         --Dana 
(Dana will be back!  For one thing, she’ll preach the sermon when Drew is installed as our Associate Pastor Sept. 28.)   

Children Sharing a Bigger Slice of  Worship at Morningside 
You may have noticed a child usher coming up the aisle 
with the offering plate representing the Sunday Schoolers’ 
gifts.   As our youngsters grow—and in preparation for the 
day they take an even bigger part in worship at Morning-
side Presbyterian—our elementary-agers now return to 
worship after the sermon to take part in the offertory, final 
hymn and blessing. 

Children are always welcome during our entire service. 
The nursery and age-appropriate classes during worship 
have been offered as one of the parts of our children’s edu-
cation programming.  However, the Session and staff want 
our young people to know and learn that worship time is 
their time, too.  
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Adult Faith Development Programs Refocus for Fall 
Connections take many forms at Morningside Presbyte-
rian.  Some take place in the pews on Sunday mornings or 
during the friendship time downstairs afterwards.  Some 
bring small groups together to learn, serve or simply so-
cialize outside of our worship times.  And some happen on 
Sunday mornings during classes for children and adults.  If 
you haven’t explored one of our adult classes, this back-to-
school time might be a good opportunity to visit and make 
some new friends while discussing faith topics. 
 

That’s the hope of the new leaders of the Discipleship Min-
istries teams.  Elder Beth Baer, who had been spearheading 
adult faith development and will continue to do so, also has 
stepped up to overall team leadership,  Our newest elder, 
Jeff Peters, has taken responsibility for our small groups.  
He’s started out with a bang:  at the end of August he 
brought together all the small-group shepherds for a work-
shop that considered how each group saw its purpose and 
mission, how it welcomed and assimilated new members 

and visitors and facilitated connections, growth and ser-
vice, as well as acting as a social outlet. 
 

Sunday morning groups this fall meet Sundays at 9:45 a.m. 
for an hour.  Up in Room 201, Dr. Carol Senf, a professor 
on the communications faculty at Georgia Tech, is leading 
a study of the poetry and purposes of the Psalms.  In Room 
107 (the Youth Room), Drew’s group is learning about 
The First Christians through a study of Paul’s letters and 
discussion of the similarities and differences  between the 
concerns of those early churches and those of churches to-
day.  Both these studies end Sept. 28—watch for informa-
tion about the next curriculum choices. 
 

There’s no on-going commitment—feel free to drop in 
and explore either group any Sunday.  Children’s activities 
and nursery care are available for all ages during that hour.  
Regular participants say that learning more about what we 
believe is a stimulating, interesting and rewarding part of 
their Sunday mornings at MPC. 

On the third Thursday of each month, a half-dozen or 
more inquiring minds meet with Baron to wrestle with 
theological terms using the “dictionary” by Frederick 
Buechner called Wishful Thinking:  A Seeker’s ABC. 
 

As of August, the group was still in the E section of this 
very slim book—deep and heartfelt discussions of every 
term reveals much beyond the text, which Baron reads 
aloud.  Everyone is welcome to join in at 12:30 p.m. The 
group has outgrown Baron’s office!   
 
 

Thursday Theology Grows a Poetry Partner 
The success of this group has led to a new idea:  a poetry 
discussion group on the second Thursday, also at         
12:30 p.m.  The first meeting will be Sept. 14. Dr. Robert 
Gray will join Baron to explore the works of various poets.  
Bag lunches are encouraged during both group get-
togethers.   
 

That leaves the fourth Thursday open for…food trucks, of 
course!  Their next appearance will be Sept. 25. 

 

Theology on Tap Announces Top-
ics for Future Meetings 
Is this a connection event or a learning event?  It doesn’t 
matter: all MPC men are invited to Theology on Tap, 
which meets the first Tuesday of the month for social time 
and an enriching discussion. For the next 12 months, our 
men’s group will consider The Apostle’s Creed, phrase by 

phrase. So, what’s in a Creed?  When we recite all of those 
clauses so often, what are we really saying? Come learn 
together and enjoy a good meal, and if you feel like it, a 
little libation.  
Sept. 9 the men’s gathering will be at the home of Ken 
Sharpe (1700 Timberland Rd., 30345).  The discussion 
will focus on “I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker 
of heaven and earth…” What does it mean to say you be-

Children’s Choirs Begin Fall Rehearsals; Sign Up Now  
Practices for Cherub and Treble Choirs began Wednesday, Aug. 27. Contact Rebecca Shipley 
(rebeccashipley@pop.mindspring.com) to let her know of your interest. Older elementary children will be in the Treble 
Choir (Wednesdays, 4:15 to 5 p.m.), and the younger elementary children will be in the Cherub Choir (Wednesdays, 5 to 
5:30 p.m.). 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
Church Office 
and Preschool  
Closed in Obser-
vance of Labor 
Day 

 

2 
9 a.m. MPP 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir; MLPA Zoning 
 

3 
9 a.m. MPP 
4:15 p.m. Treble 
Choir 
5 p.m. Cherub Choir 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

4 
9 a.m. MPP 
7:30 p.m. MLPA 
Public Safety  

5 
9 a.m. MPP 

 
 
 

 

6 
9 a.m. AA Meeting 
 

7 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Church School 
11 a.m. Worship with 
Communion 
12 noon Fellowship 
12:15 p.m. Deacons 
12:30 p.m. Worship 
Committee 

 

8 
8:15 a.m. MPP Crea-
tive Movement 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:30 a.m. MPP Crea-
tive Movement 
1 p.m. MPP Ballet/Tap 
7 p.m. Mandolin Soci-
ety 
7:30 p.m. MLPA 
 

9 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga Class Trip 
1 p.m. Playball; 
Mini-Monets 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Theology on 
Tap; Preschool Com-
mittee 
7:30 p.m. Troop 455 

10 
9 a.m. MPP 
12 noon One Gray 
Hair Luncheon 
 1 p.m. Music-
Canopy; Bricks4Kidz 
4:15 p.m. Treble 
Choir 
5 p.m. Cherub Choir 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

 

11 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Weights to 
the Oldies 
12:30 p.m. Poetry 
Discussion 
1 p.m. Playball 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

12 
8:15 a.m. MPP Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. KidzTennis 
7 p.m. Couples Group 
8 p.m. Walter Huff/ 
Atlanta Opera Chorus 
(Emory Schwartz Cen-
ter) 

 
 
 

13 
9 a.m. AA Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Church School; 
Inquirers Class 
11 a.m. Worship  
12 noon Fellowship 
3 p.m. Walter Huff/ 
Atlanta Opera Chorus 
(Emory Schwartz Center) 
5-7 p.m. Youth Group 
Kickoff 
6 p.m. Journey 

15 
8:15 a.m. MPP Crea-
tive Movement 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:30 a.m. MPP Crea-
tive Movement 
1 p.m. MPP Ballet/Tap 
7 p.m. Session; Mando-
lin Society 
 

16 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. Playball; 
Mini-Monets 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. LGBT & 
Friends 
8 p.m. Walter Huff/ 
Atlanta Opera Chorus 
(Kennesaw State) 
7:30 p.m. Troop 455 

17 
7 a.m. Men’s Break-
fast 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MusicCanopy; 
Bricks4Kidz 
4:15 p.m. Treble 
Choir 
5 p.m. Cherub Choir 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 
 
 

 

18 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Weights to 
the Oldies 
12:30 p.m. 3rd 
Thursday Theology 
1 p.m. Playball 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 
 
 
 

19 
8:15 a.m. MPP Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP (Early 
Release and Teacher 
Lunch & Learn) 
1 p.m. KidzTennis 
 

 
 

20 
9 a.m. AA Meeting 
 

21 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Church School; 
New Members Class 
10:40 a.m. Called Session 
Meeting 
11 a.m. Worship/New 
Member Sunday 
12 noon Fellowship & 
Bring Your Electronics 
Forum 
12:30 p.m. RHO Readers 
12:30-2:30 p.m. 4th & 
5th graders go bowling 
5-7 p.m. Youth Group 

22 
8:15 a.m. MPP Crea-
tive Movement 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:30 a.m. MPP Crea-
tive Movement 
1 p.m. MPP Ballet/Tap 
7 p.m. Mandolin Soci-
ety; Parliamentarians 

23 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. Playball; 
Mini-Monets 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Community 
Outreach Meeting 
7:30 p.m. Troop 455 
 
 

24 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MusicCanopy; 
Bricks4Kidz 
4:15 p.m. Treble 
Choir 
5 p.m. Cherub Choir 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

25 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Weights to 
the Oldies 
1 p.m. Playball 
5-8 p.m. Food 
Trucks 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

26 
8:15 a.m. MPP Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. KidzTennis 

27 
9 a.m. AA Meeting 
5:30 p.m. Clifton Sanctuary 

 28 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Church School 
11 a.m. Worship/ Instal-
lation of Drew Stockstill 
12 noon Fellowship 
5-7 p.m. Youth Group 
 
 

29 
8:15 a.m. MPP Crea-
tive Movement 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:30 a.m. MPP Crea-
tive Movement 
1 p.m. MPP Ballet/Tap 
6:30 p.m. Women’s 
Roundtable 
7 p.m. Mandolin Soci-
ety 
 

30 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. Playball; 
Mini-Monets 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7:30 p.m. Troop 455 

    

 

September 2014 
PAGE  5 



 

 

Enjoy Fall Day Outdoors Helping Senior Citizen Maintain Yard 
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September 
Birthdays 
1 Karen Cox 
3 Holly Campbell 
4 Tyler Ryan 
4 David Johnston 
4 George Talley 
4 Jennifer Jones 
4 Dixon Taylor 
5 Gloria Joiner 
6 Lara Gaare 
6 David Cox 
9 Chad Johnson 

9 Will Hunter 
9 Alan Boren 
9 Barbara Jones 
10 Baron Mullis 
10 Brooke Lampe 
10 Trenton Tunnell III 
10 Wren Lewis 
10 Betsy Armstrong 
12 Molly Durden 
12 Bryan Davis 
13 Lisa Jern 
14 KJ Nuckols 
15 Sophia Regnault 
15 Mathew Frease 

15 Jackie Wardlaw 
15 Al Adams 
17 Walt Lee 
18 Evvie Bresnahan 
19 Jason Williams 
20 Shirley Adair 
20 Ken Sapp 
21 Callie Lensing 
22 Jim Walker 
23 Maggie McIntosh 
24 Braxton Jarratt 
24 Hugh Bell 
24 Jan McMahan 
25 Vickie Hunter 

25 Daniel White 
25 Bobbi McCrackin 
25 Peter Chatel 
26 Lele Ruby 
26 Greg Morton 
27 Spencer Adams 
28 Ellis O'Brien 
28 Richard Alexander 
29 Caitlin Fox 
29 James Scribner 
30 Alexander Nowotny 

Six Star Will Welcome Six from Sri Lanka; Time to Set Up, Furnish Apartment 
Our service partner Six Star Refugee Partnership will be 
welcoming a new family later this month and is looking 
for specific items as well as hands-on help. 
 

These new arrivals are from Sri Lanka and are a family of 
six, with four daughters ranging in age from seven to 17.   
They are expected to arrive Sept. 30, so Six Star will be 
looking for help to get their apartment furnished most 
likely on Saturday, Sept. 27 and Monday, Sept. 29.   

There is a signup sheet for needed household items on the 
Mission bulletin board—please note that only one of each 
item is needed, so if you’re going to supply it, sign your 
name so as not to create duplication. More major items 
still needed are a TV, computer, microwave, night 
stands, end tables, sofa, lamps, dressers, student 
desk. Please contact our Six Star shepherd, Holly Camp-
bell (hollycampbell1@gmail.com or 404.233.0045) to 
arrange pick up of these items.   

Fall is a wonderful time of year…time for football, hay-
rides, and, yes, leaf raking. MPC has been scheduled to 
help with an elderly family through the H.O.M.E.S.  
(Home Owner Maintenance and Enhancement for Sen-
iors) program to help with yard work Saturday Sept. 20, 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  H.O.M.E.S. fosters independent 
living for seniors through volunteers supplying simple 

repairs and tackling clean-up chores that have become too 
difficult for the homeowners. 
Just sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway at church 
or contact Lloyd Price lloydprince@comcast.net or Jack 
Klotz jacksklotz@gmail.com  

Few Good Men, Women Needed for Projects Right Here at MPC 
Here are a few ‘job opportunities’ and other ways you can contribute to life at Morningside: 

• We need volunteers to help during worship with care and/or classes for infants, two-year-olds and three/four-year-
olds. This isn’t a weekly commitment - each volunteer serves once per 8 to 10 weeks (strongest needs in twos, then in-
fants, then 3/4 room). Contact Melinda Sandkam if you want to help provide loving support for our young Morningsiders. 

• Don’t forget you can remember or honor a loved one by sponsoring fresh flower arrangements for the Sanctuary on 
Sundays, and then brightening the day for a shut-in or someone else in our congregation who needs a little lift with a bou-
quet from the arrangement(s).  The Flower Ministries calendar outside the Session Room is waiting for signups, then let 
Anna in the church office know whom you wish to mention in that week’s Bulletin. 

• Got books?  Want books?  Either way, you can help support literacy among immigrant students at The Global Village 
School in Decatur and The Fugees Academy in Clarkston by donating your used books to our RHO Readers group for their 
annual sale in Fellowship Hall, which will begin Oct. 5, and by picking up some low-priced new reads during the sale.  You 
can drop off your hardbacks, paperbacks, children’s books and audio literature in the Session Room beginning Sept. 28. 



 

 

One Gray Hair Speaker Will Address Ukraine Conflict, Creativity, Children 
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Our lunch-and-discussion series will open the fall season 
with a timely international topic: “Ukraine: Conflict, Crea-
tivity, and Children at Risk” at noon on Wednesday,    
Sept. 10 in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Speaking will be the Rev. Dr. Robert Gamble, who  re-
cently completed an interim pastorate at Druid Hills Pres-
byterian Church and is a long-time friend of Robert Gray.  
He will address the current situation in Ukraine and the 
work of This Child Here, both with youth and children 
without parents, and with a new initiative, Peacemaking 
and Reconciliation. 
 

This Child Here is a registered 501(c)3 non-profit provid-
ing assistance to orphans and youth of Ukraine with funds 

from the USA.  They design and fund programs to help 
homeless youth and children in Odessa: children on the 
streets, in shelters, schools, homes or orphanages, with 
issues of personal boundaries, addictions, self-esteem, life 
in community and trust, with the aim of encouraging and 
motivating these youth and children to imagine a future 
and find hope.  
 

In May 2014, This Child Here began a new initiative with 
youth and adults: Peacemaking and Reconciliation, ranging 
from care for individuals who suffered emotional trauma in 
the recent violence in Ukraine to opportunities for recon-
ciliation between those who oppose each other. 
 

LBGT & Friends Speaker Traces History of Atlanta’s Gay Pride Movement  

The LGBT & Friends group will kick off its new season 
with “Touching Up Our Roots: A Look at the History of 
the Gay Pride Movement in Atlanta”. In anticipation of 
Atlanta’s upcoming Pride festivities in October, we wel-
come guest speaker Dave Hayward who will discuss the 
history of the movement here beginning in 1972.  
 

Dave co-founded the non-profit group “Touching Up Our 
Roots: Georgia’s LGBT History Project Initiative” with the 
mission to preserve, promote and publicize the contribu-

tions made by the LGBT community to our collective free-
doms and quality of life. Dave will be joined by the Rev. 
Dr. Erin Swenson who has been featured in a documentary 
produced by the organization. The discussion, including 
dinner, will be Tuesday, Sept. 16, from 7-9 p.m. at the 
home of Austin Davis (2546 Haberfield Ct. 30319). All are 
welcome. RSVP to (lgbtandfriends@morningsidepc.org.)  
 

 

Cooler Weather Brings New Yoga, Tai Chi, Weights Classes 
Don’t just sit around—get active with one or more exercise classes that appeal to the mind as well as 
to the body, conveniently taught here at Morningside by members who are experts in these fields. 
 

Tai Chi resumes from 4:30 to 5:30 on Tuesday, Sept. 9, in Fellowship Hall. All are welcome. Con-
tact Bob Wells (wellscom@comcast.net) for information. What is Tai Chi? Tai Chi is the ancient Chinese system of 
exercise, martial arts, and moving meditation.  As a discipline of mind/body awareness, Tai Chi improves flexibility, 
balance, and muscle tone; cultivates energy and vitality; and promotes a deep sense of well being. In each class you will 
learn the slow, graceful movements of the Yang style. Research at Harvard Medical School has shown that Tai Chi of-
fers an aerobic workout equivalent to a brisk walk. 
 

Pam Sharpe’s fall yoga and weights classes restart the same week.  Regulars will begin on Sept. 9 with a ‘field trip’ to 
Doug Self's amazing showroom at the Mart at 11 a.m. Sign up with Pam by Sept. 3 to be included.   
 

‘Weights to the Oldies’ will begin on Sept. 11 at 11 a.m., and the first regular Yoga class will be Tuesday, Sept.16.  
Classes run weekly for six weeks, and the price is $69 per session for each. Both classes meet in Room 201. 
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Annual Autumn Retreat’s an Actual Treat at 
Montreat—So Treat Yourself! 

Why pay way too many dollars to go to some fancy hotel or resort amongst 
nameless strangers during peak leaf season in the North Carolina mountains?  
You can pay way less, stay in a historic lodge with rocking chairs on the 
porch, have wonderful food, edify your faith, and recharge your spirit 
amongst your favorite people and new friends from Morningside. 
  

You couldn’t have more fun even if you stayed at the Asheville Ritz. And 
you won't have the annual Loyal Order of Water Buffaloes Lodge              
No. 26 conventioneers as your noisy hotel neighbors, either.   
  

Ever wish you had more time at church 
to just hang out with your MPC chums, maybe have a glass of wine 
around a big stone fireplace or join a roomful of rooters for your fave 
SEC team?  Braves in the Series?  Come to the retreat and you'll ex-
perience that and more. 
  

Remember that great teacher you once had who lit you up for Shake-
speare or finally made sense of algebra?  Our speaker from the 2011 
retreat, Peter Hobbie, is returning!  You can tell that he really enjoys 
teaching and knows multitudinous aspects from the Bible. 
  

One of the hardest tickets to get are those for the big storytelling festivals.  But you will get an orchestra seat to hear 
the champion storyteller Donna Marie Todd.  She was our Saturday night entertainment last year and everyone was 
spellbound. 
  

There are wonderful activities for the kids as well, thanks to the supercalifragilisticexpialidocious Melinda Sandkam! 
  

All of Saturday afternoon is free time to enjoy every wonderful thing that autumn in the mountains can offer—you 
can shop in Black Mountain, tour the Biltmore estate, hike the mountains, visit the Appalachian crafts shop or just 
use those porch rockers.   

  

For more info, contact retreat chair Jill Klotz (wageworth@aol.com  or 
404.202.5927, 404.202.5927, cell).  Or go to our www.morningsidepc.org 
website to download the registration brochure.  The deadline is Sunday, Sept. 
21 - after that we have to release our block of rooms, so don’t delay. 
 
Specifics:  “Hope in the Christian Life” Retreat, Oct. 17-19, at the 
William Black Lodge, Montreat NC.  Featured speaker:  Rev. Dr. 
Peter Hobbie.  See the registration form for lodging options and 
prices and contact church staff for scholarship information. 
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Your Session at Work:  August 18 Meeting 
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(Find a complete list of our church officers and staff at http://
www.morningsidepc.org/leaders.  Session minutes, once ap-
proved, are on file and available for review in the church office.) 
 
• Although your elders skipped their stated Session 

meeting in July, Session work continued all summer 
and they met in a special called meeting July 20 to 
approve the terms of call for Drew Stockstill and 
set the congregational meeting to vote on his call 
Aug. 10.  Joyful news at this month’s meeting was 
that The Presbytery of Greater Atlanta unanimously 
ratified Drew’s call and also voted in favor of enroll-
ing James Klotz as a candidate for ministry at their 
Aug. 16 meeting.  Attending Presbytery meetings as 
MPC’s two (voting) commissioners is one of the du-
ties undertaken by members of Session. Drew’s in-
stallation is scheduled for Sept. 28 during worship. 

• We don’t have big heads about our growing reputa-
tion here at Morningside, but still….Baron was ap-
proached by a student from Columbia Theological 
Seminary who expressed a strong desire to come 
learn among us an intern.  We only budget for one 
intern per year (Landon Dillard was our intern this 

summer), but this student and CTS felt so strongly 
that the experience would be beneficial that Colum-
bia will fund Josh Stanley as an intern here Septem-
ber through May.  Among other duties, Josh will 
share the lead in education and programs for our 
fourth-fifth grade class. There’s a brief introduction 
to Josh on Page2. 

• Wifi service has been upgraded throughout the 
church.  Besides making life easier for many of us, it 
will also enable some hands-on training for everyone 
after worship Sept. 21 on using our website, on-line 
directory and Using Your Gifts volunteer form (more 
details on Page 10). 

• Make friends with a college student!  Drew and Jes-
sica Coons are working together to build a College 
Ministry Team—volunteers willing to reach out to 
students to give them rides to church, meals and gen-
erally a break from campus life.  They’ve already got 
a list of incoming Presbyterian freshmen at Emory.  
Anyone can take part in this ministry of friendship!   

         
   Daisy Ottmann 
   Clerk of Session 

 
Elder on Call 
Sue Ballay   September 7, 2014 
Duncan Spears  September 14, 2014 
Sue Ballay   September 21, 2014 

Peter Cobb   September 28, 2014 

 
Deacon on Call 
Ann Bowers   September 7, 2014 
Katherine Johnston  September 14, 2014 
Faye McKay-Clegg  September 21, 2014 

Shirley Adair   September 28, 2014 

Prayer Concerns 
Members of our community have asked for individual 
prayer. To be on the prayer list—public or private—
use prayer cards found in the pew racks or speak with 
Baron. Morningside Messenger will carry the list from the 
most recent weekly Life@ insert:  Family of Linda and 
Ann Claire Booker, The Rev. Canon Domenic Cian-
nella, Jackie Cleveland, Sandra Crawford, Ann Hern-
don, Finley Holaway, Jane Huff, Kaitlin Andry, Ron 
and Ann Reggio, Peggy Johnson Smith, Warren John-
son, Sr., Kevin Jones, Gayle Jones, Vicky Langford, 
Philip Marshall, Jan McMahan, Hugh McNeill, Marilyn 
Neforas, Anne and Nate Reid, Jennifer and Jason 
Swafford, John Vytal, and Ethel Young.    

Wednesday Men’s Breakfasts Break Up Work Week 
All men in our congregation are invited to come together in Fellowship Hall for a pre-work breakfast on Wednesday, 
Sept. 17.  Between 7 and 8 a.m. there’ll be hearty food, a chance to converse, Bible study and a devotional led by a mem-
ber. 
 

This new activity kicked off in August and will continue on the third Wednesday of the month going forward. RSVP to 
Allen Burke (allen_n_burke@hotmail.com) to count yourself in, even if you don’t have to go off to an office afterwards. 
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‘Bring Your Electronics’ to Church Day Coming Up Sept. 21 
No, sorry, we’re not into “The Blessing of the iPhones”.  
What we are into is helping all members get the most out 
of that on-line directory everyone has been asking for these 
many years, as well as the new, improved way to let team 
leaders know of your talents and interests so you can en-
gage more closely into those activities and events that best 
reflect your gifts. 
 

An enormous amount of sweat and tears (not so much 
blood!) has gone into designing the membership section of 
our website to make it a secure and useful tool, but not 
everyone understands how to use it and how powerfully it 
can connect us.  So everyone is invited to a hands-on tuto-
rial after worship in Fellowship Hall on Sunday, Sept.21.  
Demonstrations by members of the Diaconate will be set 
up around the room, and if you bring your own laptop or 
tablet, guides will even help you enter your own informa-
tion. 
 

Features of the member-profile section include being able 
to post and change pictures of yourself and your family 
whenever you wish and indicate interests, hobbies and 

other information such as you might do on your Facebook 
page.  And only other church members have the ability to 
view your profile.   
 

The on-line Using Your Gifts form gives you the opportu-
nity to record your skills and the areas for which you have 
a ‘heart’.  You can volunteer directly for any aspect of 
church activities, or you can just indicate your interests and 
the data algorithm will search for areas where you might 
enjoy serving.   It’s important for current members to note 
that updating this form annually is the way to move among 
various committees and projects, avoiding the feeling that 
once on a committee you’re on it forever—a common 
church incidence that our on-line capabilities can alleviate 
if we all use it wisely. 
 

As our Commitment Season approaches, we will be en-
couraged to discern and use our gifts, as we make greater 
connections among our church family and the world 
around us.  Using the technology available to us can facili-
tate this process. 


