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September 2015 
Worship at Morningside 

 
September 6, 2015 

Drew Stockstill preaching 
“A Good Faith” 

Texts: Isaiah 35:4-7a; James 2:1-10, 14-17 
 
 

September 13, 2015 
Baron Mullis preaching 
“The Untamed Tongue” 

Text: 3:1-12 
The sacrament of communion will be celebrated. 

Sunday School Kick-Off 
Inquirers Class 

 
 

September 20, 2015 
Baron Mullis preaching 

“The Good Life” 
Texts: Psalm 1; Mark 9:30-37 

New Members Class 
 
 

September 27, 2015 
Drew Stockstill preaching 

“Demons, Grits and the Fires of Hell” 
Texts: Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29; Mark 9:38-50 
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Drew had 30 young people in the youth room, which was 
a dusty parlor three years ago.   
 

My point is this: good things happen even when we are 
waiting, so I’m challenging you to stay excited about 
what’s next in children’s ministry, to be there, to live 
into what God is calling us to do for our children, and to 
trust that God’s got this.   
 

Shalom,      
 

 

Baron 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers,  
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Have you ever been stuck in a 
holding-pattern over Harts-
field-Jackson?  You know 
you’re going to land, you’re 

ready to land, and you have plans to carry out once you 
land, but the logistics on the ground just aren’t ready for 
you yet? 
 

Well, we spent the month of August in a holding pattern 
in our music program – we knew what was waiting for us 
when we landed, our choir members are excited to re-
ceive Jonathan’s leadership, but we weren’t there yet.  
Holding pattern.   
 

And we’re almost out of the holding pattern with regard 
to our children’s ministries – our DCM search commit-
tee has been hard at work and we’re thrilled to have Sa-
rah Katherine DeWyngaert joining us in that position in 
October, but that will be a while yet.  We are excited for 
Sunday School Kickoff, we have a team of folks working 
to “mind the gap” while we wait, but we aren’t there.  
Holding pattern.   
 

But here are two things about holding patterns: they 
don’t last forever and it’s important to be ready to land.  
The pilot doesn’t turn off the “fasten seatbelts” sign while 
you’re circling the airport, even though everyone knows 
landing is coming.  The same is true for the church – we 
don’t stop what we’re doing just because we’re waiting 
for the next thing we know is coming.   
 

Let me remind you of a holding pattern we were in four 
years ago: we had committed to a youth program at the 
church for our four middle school youth.  I think my 
exact words to one parent who was anxiously waiting to 
hear who our youth minister would be went something 
like this: “We will have a youth program if I have to do it 
myself.”  And we did.  I recruited our first class of youth 
advisors – and we started.  And soon enough, God 
brought Chris Peters to us.  The holding pattern had a 
good ending.  It worked.  At youth kickoff this year, 

 

MPC Offers Opportunities to 
Learn About, Join Our Church 

Even if you’re already a member at Morningside, if you 
wonder about the similarities and differences between 
Presbyterians and other Christian churches—or between 
Morningside and any other congregation in the Presbyter-
ian Church (USA) denomination, for that matter—
you’re invited to bring your questions to an Inquirer’s 
Class Sunday, Sept. 13, at 9:45 a.m. in the Session 
Room.  If you’re thinking about joining our church, 
you’re certainly encouraged to attend. 
 

The following Sunday, Sept. 20, will be our quarterly 
New Member Sunday. With more orientation toward life 
here at Morningside, the meeting, also at 9:45 a.m. in 
the Session Room, concludes with acceptance of our new 
members by our elders.  New members are introduced 
during the following worship service. 
 

Baron leads both classes.  There’s childcare in the nursery 
for infants and age-appropriate Sunday activities for chil-
dren during that hour. 
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Morningside Milestones 
•We extend our Christian sympathy to Nancy Coomes on the death of her husband Bob. As a church and their 
friends we prayed for 17 years as Bob fought to beat all odds with the disease that led him to the Church Trium-
phant on Aug. 17. A memorial celebration will be held in our Sanctuary with reception following on the patio 
on Thursday, Sept.10  at 3 p.m. 

 

•We also extend our condolences to Brandon Odom on the death of his grandfather, Bill Pigford, on Aug. 7. 
 

•Noted:  our annual collection to benefit the Thornwell Home for Children raised $728.  Thank you! 
 

•It’s not a minute too soon to start thinking about who—maybe you?—would be a great leader for the next 
three years as MPC continues to grow, add staff and develop new programs.  That’s right:  officer nominations 
and elections will be held later this year. 

 

•And congratulations to the Johnson-Rogers family as they welcome Stella Lee as the sixth child in their ‘full 
house’. 

 

•Also kudos to our “This I Believe” speakers on Aug. 23.  Peter Chatel, Katye Watts and Kent Balch told faith 
stories inspiring to all who heard them. 

also be a craft table where our children can color their 
own wood hot-air balloons or make a wooden airplane. 
 

At 10:55 a.m. those who are moving up a year to a new 
classroom will be escorted to their new rooms and the 
rest of us can go to worship.  If you or your youth-aged 
child would like to help with this event, please contact 
Liz Sommerfeld at elizabethsommerfeld@gmail.com 
 

However there’s more in store: exciting news about the 
future of Morningside Presbyterian.  You’ll laugh, you’ll 
applaud, you may even cry. But that’s all we can say right 
now….you’ll have to come hear for yourself. 

 
 

 

Morningside Will Celebrate All Sunday, Sept. 13 

We can only print so much about it, but believe Your 
Editor:  you’ll want to be in church on Sunday, Sept. 13. 
 

For openers, Fellowship Hall will be alive with our 
youngsters as we salute the new school year with our an-
nual Sunday School Kickoff for kids from 18 months 
through fifth grade. Even if you don’t have young chil-
dren, you’re welcome to come down at 9:45 a.m. for 
light refreshments and a view of excited kids rushing 
around from face-painting to ark play to dress-up fun. 
 

Fellowship Hall will be festive with balloons and games 
like ring toss.  There’ll be a chance to meet our new Or-
ganist/Choirmaster/Children’s Choir Director Jonathan 
Crutchfield (Wow! He needs a shorter title!) who will 
lead the kids in song. Is this enough?  Oh no!  There’ll 

Fall Is Still Food-Truck Season on Our Campus  
It’s popular with members, neighbors and friends and an especial help on hectic school 
nights.  Get out of the kitchen between 5 and 8 p.m. the fourth Thursday of the month 
(Sept. 24 and Oct.22) to grab a bite from our selection of vendors and spend some 
social time.  Kids will enjoy our renovated playground while grown-ups chat with 

friends and meet new ones. 
 

If you can come a bit early or are still around when the trucks are packing up to go, the Evangelism Ministry would 
deeply appreciate a few helping hands to fold up the tables and chairs and move them into the vestibule.  
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Morningside Selects Sarah Kate DeWyngaert to Lead Children’s Programming 

With great pleasure, Morningside Presbyterian Church 
announces that Sarah Kate DeWyngaert will be joining us 
in the newly created role of Director of Children’s Minis-
tries.     
  
Sarah Kate currently serves at the Director of Children’s 
Ministry at Roswell Presbyterian Church where she over-
sees all Sunday morning, mid-week and 
summer programs for about 600 children in 
the 2,600-member congregation.  As the 
new DCM at Morningside, Sarah Kate will 
lead the growth and development of our 
children’s education and ministry programs 
with a focus on children from birth to fifth 
grade.  Sarah Kate will work closely with 
children and their families as well as the 
entire congregation at Morningside.  
  
A lifelong Presbyterian, Sarah Kate is a 
graduate of Presbyterian College in 2012 
with a degree in Christian Education and 
Religion with minor in Psychology and 
Christian Youth Work. She anticipates 
reaching PC(USA) Christian Educator certi-
fication in 2016 and attends Columbia Theological Semi-
nary part-time working toward a Master’s Degree in Prac-
tical Theology with emphasis on Christian Educa-
tion.  Among many of her other qualifications and achieve-
ments, she’s been heavily involved with the Thornwell 
Home for Children, developing programs, leading youth 
groups, recruiting volunteers and coordinating the Big 
Brother/Big Sister program there. 
  
Due to her current commitments at Roswell, Sarah Kate 
will spend the next few weeks winding up her active pro-
jects there and transitioning her responsibilities.  She will 
join us effective Oct. 5 and immediately begin preparing to 
take a role with our children participating in the all-church 
Montreat retreat Oct. 16-18. 
  
Our DCM job was developed with the input from many 
parents of the more than 160 children in our congregation 
to create a dynamic Christian education experience around 
the acronym NICE, which stands for  

• Nurture—caring, inclusion and compassion. 

• Inspire—exciting leadership and programs to lift up 
our children, youth and families.  

• Connect—offerings that sequence meaningfully across 
ages as well as with our families and congregation. 

• Educate—helping children grow and learn in their 
Christian faith and as individuals. 

  
Sarah Kate brings both a passion for educa-
tion and children’s faith development which 
she looks forward to using in her role at 
Morningside.  She will report directly to 
Senior Pastor Baron Mullis and work closely 
with Associate Pastor Drew Stockstill in his 
work overseeing youth and adult faith de-
velopment.   
  
Sarah Kate, who is engaged to be married to 
Robert Bumgarner, is excited to come to 
such an active church and be part of our 
church and the senior staff.  
  

MPC salutes the members of the DCM 
Search Committee for their dedication and successful out-
come:  Carrie Branon, Claire Burke, Tom Daniel, Kim 
Nuckols, Ian Irwin, Kelly Garrison, Tara Parrish and com-
mittee chair Ellen Landers. 

LOOKING BACK AT MORNINGSIDE 
In January 1927, we elected our first church pianist, 
Mrs. E.V. Benson. We also elected choir directors. 
We didn’t purchase an organ until 1941. That organ 
was damaged by fire from a welder’s torch during the 
erection of our steeple in 1956 and our Wicks organ 
was purchased as a replacement. The first recital on 
our new organ was played by the organist from Notre 
Dame de Paris, who returned for a second concert in 
1961. The Wicks organ was rebuilt as the Wicks-
Coulter organ and rededicated to Walter Huff in 2007 
as part of MPC’s A Time of Promise capital campaign. 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

1 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi  
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Theology on 
Tap 
7:30 p.m. Troop 
455; MLPA Zoning 

2 
9 a.m. MPP 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

3 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

4 
9 a.m. MPP 
 

 
 

5 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 
 

6    
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m.  Faith Develop-
ment  
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon Fellowship; RHO 
Readers Book Sale 
 

7 
Church office and 
Preschool closed in 
observance of Labor 
Day 
7 p.m. Mandolin So- 
ciety 
 

8 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Preschool 
Committee; LGBT & 
Friends 
7:30 p.m. Troop 455 

9 
9 a.m. MPP 
12 noon One Gray 
Hair Lunch 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 

 
 

10 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
12:30 p.m. Poetry 
Group 
3 p.m. Bob Coomes 
Memorial Service 
(reception follows) 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 
 

11 
9 a.m. MPP 
7 p.m. Couples Group 

 
 
 

12 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 
5 p.m. Young Adults Tailgate 
and Braves Game 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment; Inquirers Class 
11 a.m. Worship / Com-
munion 
12 noon Fellowship 
12:15 p.m. Deacons 
12:30 p.m. Craft Guild 
4:30 p.m. MS Youth  
5:30 p.m. Youth Games & 
Dinner 
6 p.m. Journey 
6:30 p.m. HS Youth  

14 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MPP Ballet 
7 p.m. Mandolin Socie-
ty 
7:30 p.m. Morningside 
Lenox Park Association  

15 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. Mini Monets; 
Playball 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7:30 p.m. Troop 455 
 

16 
7 a.m. Men’s Break-
fast 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MPP Music 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

17 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
12:30 p.m. Thursday 
Theology 
1 p.m. Playball 
7:30 p.m. Girl Scout 
Leaders; Handbell 
Choir 

18 
9 a.m. MPP 
10 a.m. MPP Creative 
Movement 
11 a.m. Karate 
12 MPP Teachers Lunch 
& Learn 

19 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 
 

20 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment; New Member Class 
10:40 a.m. Called Session 
Meeting 
11 a.m. Worship/New 
Member Sunday 
12 noon Fellowship 
12:30 p.m. RHO Readers; 
Young Adult Luncheon 
4:30 p.m. MS Youth  
5:30 p.m. Youth Games & 
Dinner 
6:30 p.m. SH Youth  

21 
9 a.m. MPP 
10 a.m. Thriving & 
Striving 
1 p.m. MPP Ballet 
7 p.m. Session; Mando-
lin Society 

22 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. Mini Monets; 
Playball 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7:30 p.m. Troop 455 
 
 
 

23 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MPP Music 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

24 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
1 p.m. Playball  
5 p.m. Food Trucks 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

25 
9 a.m. MPP 
10 a.m. Creative Move-
ment 
11 a.m. Karate 

26 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 
5:30 p.m. Clifton Sanctuary 
 

27 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon Fellowship 
4:30 p.m. MS Youth  
5:30 p.m. Youth Games & 
Dinner 
6:30 p.m. SH Youth  
 
 
 

28 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MPP Ballet 
7 p.m. Mandolin So- 
ciety; Parliamentarians 

29 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. Mini Monets; 
Playball 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7:30 p.m. Troop 455 

30 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MPP Music 
7 p.m. Bible Study 
with Baron Mullis 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
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Here’s a perplexing fact:  Christians overwhelmingly admit 
they really don’t know what the Bible says—let alone how 
it can inform day-to-day living—but say they feel too em-
barrassed by their ignorance to read the Bible or attend 
Bible studies. If you see yourself in this mirror, Morning-
side’s adult programs for the 2015-16 school year challenge 
you to finally do something about it.  
 

We’re not asking you to sit down and read the Bible cover-
to-cover. In fact, that’s not even a great way to learn the 
Bible.  As Baron explains, “God means us to encounter 
God’s word in community.”  And so, consider this your 
invitation to create a community within the church that 
gathers here on Wednesday evenings beginning Sept. 30 
for a 22-week series (Sept. 30-Dec. 2 and Jan. 13-        
Apr. 27). 
 

Baron will lead a study that runs from Genesis to Revela-
tion with an eye toward understanding.  “We won’t cover 
every word, or even every book, but we will look for what 
God is saying in this love letter to humanity,” he says.  “We 
will look at how God stays faithful to what God has made, 

even when what God has made fails to be faithful to 
God. The class is both for those who have studied the Bi-
ble and those who feel they know nothing. We are asking 
that people be willing to make the full two-semester com-
mitment before they sign-up. All are welcome!” 
 

There will be a cost to attend, which includes a new Har-
per Collins NRSV Study Bible, materials and supper each 
week and, like always, we have “scholarships” available 
confidentially. The registration deadline will be Sept. 23. 
To sign-up contact the church office 
(office@morningsidepc.org). 
 

Here’s another fact:  exploring the Bible not only is inter-
esting but leads to lively, heartfelt and sometimes startling 
conversation as the study group builds a deeper relation-
ship around the Word.  If you’d like to explore this phe-
nomenon, drop into Room 201 at 9:45 a.m. Sundays 
Sept. 6 and 13, as Jennye Guy illustrates her study process 
using 1John. She calls her class “Whetting the Appetite for 
Bible Studies.” 
 

 

Feeling Ignorant?  Classes Offer Cure for Biblical Brain Cramps 

Drew Bedevils Us with View of Christianity from the Dark Side in Screwtape Letters 

When C. S. Lewis wrote his 1942 novel The Screwtape 
Letters, here’s how he described his concept: 
 

"I live in the Managerial Age, in a world of 'Admin.' The 
greatest evil is not now done in those sordid 'dens of crime' 
that Dickens loved to paint. It is not done even in concentra-
tion camps and labour camps...it is conceived and or-
dered...in clean, carpeted, warmed and well-lighted offices, 
by quiet men with white collars and cut fingernails and 
smooth-shaven cheeks who do not need to raise their voice. 
Hence, naturally enough, my sympos for Hell is something 
like the bureaucracy of a police state or the offices of a thor-
oughly nasty business concern."  
 

Lewis was a Classical and English scholar, a theologian, a 
philosopher, an expert on fantasy, science fiction and chil-
dren's books. In The Screwtape Letters, he unites his many 
passions to imagine the correspondence between 
Screwtape, "an elderly devil in Hell's civil service," to his 
young nephew and devil-in-training, Wormwood.  In this 

class, led by Drew Stockstill, we will read these ‘letters’ 
of advice on how to capture a human soul. 
 

For the four weeks from Sept. 20 through Oct. 11, Drew 
promises, “We will explore how Lewis' unique intellect 
and experiences informed his theological viewpoints and 
ponder why he's remained such an important theological 
voice for both liberal and conservative Christians half a 
century after his death.  
 

“You are requested to read The Screwtape Letters with the 
class. If you would like to borrow a copy from the church 
we have a limited supply which are first come/first serve. 
Let me know. In the spirit of Lewis' ‘Managerial Age’, the 
class will start promptly at 9:45 in Room 201 each Sun-
day.”  

 
 

 



 

 

Yoga, Weights Classes Invite You to Stretch Body, Mind Using Artist’s Way 
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Pam Sharpe’s church-and-community yoga and weight-
training classes are getting ready to start a new series the 
second week in September with some new twists (no pun 
intended!). 
 

The yoga class will meet on Tuesdays at 11 a.m. starting 
Sept. 8 in Room 201 and focuses on this mindful practice 
which helps with balance, flexibility, strength and calm-
ness. Beginners are welcome!  Bring a yoga mat if you have 
one and dress comfortably. 
 

“Weights to the Oldies” aka “Fun with Weights” uses light 
weights, floor and chair exercises and other techniques to 
build strength and long, lean muscles to the accompani-
ment of sing-alongs from the past decades.  Bring weights 

and a mat if you have them. It also meets in Room 201 at 
11 a.m., but on Thursdays, beginning Sept. 10. 
 

The new twist is using Julia Cameron’s classic The Artist’s 
Way to help guide participants as they become even more 
open to our own strengths, intuitiveness, abundance and 
creativity. Participants should order or pick up a copy to 
use the workbook sections.  
 

Pam also asks those interested in a second “Weights to the 
Oldies” class to contact her. The new class would be on 
Tuesdays from 10-10:50, followed by yoga. Class prices 
would be adjusted for those taking both weights classes. 
Reach out to Pam Sharpe (yogapam@bellsouth.net) to sign  
up for any of the classes. 

Feeling Crafty?  Like-Minded Morningsiders Set Organizational Meeting 

Anyone interested in participating in the Craft Guild        
is encouraged to attend an organizational meeting in   
Room 201 at 12:30, Sept. 13. Crafts might include, but 
are not limited to knitting, needlepoint, crochet, quilting, 
painting, etc., made either at home and/or meeting at the 
church to do so as a group, with the idea of selling the 

crafts at a yearly silent auction to raise money for one of 
our church’s outreach projects. 
 

If you cannot attend, but are interested, you can contact 
Beth Baer (bbaerlaw@gmail.com) to indicate your willing-
ness to become a part of the Craft Guild.     

Young Adults Reschedule Braves Game, Invite Tailgaters 
The August date didn’t work, but our Young Adults are 
definitely on for the Braves versus Mets, Saturday, Sept. 
12. The tailgate party will be set up at 5 p.m. before the 7 
p.m. game and you can come by anytime before the game. 
Look in one of the grassy areas in the Delta lot closest to 
Turner Field (participants can expect an email with more 
details). BYO adult beverages, and parking will be on your 
own.   

Tickets for the Morningside block of seats are $18 per per-
son. Email David Mogge (djmogge@gmail.com) and/or 
Alex Page (alxpage@gmail.com) if you have any questions 
and would like to attend. 

Moms, Moms-to-Be Invited to Free Facilitated  Discussions on ‘Thriving, Surviving’ 

Having a baby is much more than a physical experience. 
Feelings range from joy, fascination, and excitement … to 
exhaustion. It is the beginning of a parenting role that will 
continue for a lifetime. 
 

If you are the mother of a young child (or a mother to be), 
please join us on Sept. 21 at 10 a.m. or Oct. 1 at 7 p.m. in 
Room 201 at the church. We will discuss baby nurture, 
life changes, and coping and adapting resources.  
 

Dr. Sarah Juul, the mother of a young child, an Assistant 
Professor of Psychiatry at Emory University School of 
Medicine, and a perinatal psychiatrist in private practice, 

will facilitate the discussion on Thriving and Surviving. The 
group will be limited to no more than 12 participants in 
order to encourage active participation. The discussion will 
also need a minimum of five participants.  
 

There is no cost to participate in the discussion and child-
care will be provided. A participant can also bring her child 
to the discussion, if she prefers. RSVP to Ellen Behm 
(ellenbehm@gmail.com) by Sept. 19 if you wish to partici-
pate, indicating which discussion date, and whether you 
are able to attend the other date, if your first-choice date is 
full. 



 

 

Men’s Group Kicks Off  Year of Commandments 
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Theology on Tap begins its year right on the dot of Sep-
tember, the First, to be exact, at the home of Ken Sharpe 
(1700 Timberland Rd. 30345). All men in the congrega-
tion are invited to attend on the first Tuesday of the 
month at 7 p.m. for a convivial dinner followed by a dis-
cussion on a topic of faith. 
 

For this year, Baron will lead an examination of the Ten 
Commandments. His first topic will be How do we set pri-
orities?  Does God have guidance for us? as the group consid-

ers God’s grace, the first and second commandments, 
and whether God expects anything from us in return. 
 

The next meeting will be Oct. 5, covering God’s last name 
isn’t ******.  The group takes up the third command-
ment and what it means for politicians and the rest of us. 
 

Contact the church office to RSVP for Theology on Tap. 
For more information, reach out to the group shepherd, 
Ken Sharpe (Kensharpe@bellsouth.net). 

LGBT & Friends Slates Another Thought-Provoking Year 
Social issues, social justice and just plain sociability mark 
the gatherings of LGBT & Friends on the second Tuesday 
each month. The 2015/16 season opens Sept. 8 at          
7 p.m. at the home of Mardee Rightmyer and Julie 
Green, (2707 Pharr Rd NE 30317, Eastlake area). This 
month's discussion, "Marriage Equality: Check. So 
What's Next?" will be led by Morningside member Tim 
Holbrook. RSVP to lgbtandfriends@morningsidepc.org.  

Future exciting and thought-provoking topics will in-
clude “What the Bible Really Says About Homosexuali-
ty,” “The History of LGBT Characters in Television and 
Film” and  “Dancing with the Bear of Religion and Poli-
tics in America.”  
 

Everyone is welcome to come enjoy an evening out with 
the group. 

Musical Group Grows by Leaps and Bells 
Thanks to famed composer Jule Styne and others too  
numerous to mention, the Morningside Handbell Choir 
is growing.  Thanks to our Standing and Serving Cam-
paign and proceeds from our second annual 
“Morningside Sings” concert, our antique set of ancient 
donated handbells have been completely retuned and re-
furbished (there’s nothing more disconcerting than hav-
ing the handle fall off your handbell) and a new octave of 
bells has been purchased. 

This will allow the handbell choir to tackle more chal-
lenging compositions, plus new ringers are joining the 
choir to play the new instruments.  The choir has sched-
uled a busy slate of performances for the fall season, in-
cluding playing at the Christmas tree lighting at Atlantic 
Station on Nov. 21.   

New Organist/Choirmaster Jonathan Crutchfield will play his first service at Morningside Presbyterian 
Sunday, Sept. 6.  Come greet him before you rush off to Dragon Con, the Decatur Book Festival, your backyard bar-
becue…and have a great Labor Day weekend! 

Emory Students Looking for New Church Friends 
One thing college kids—many away from home for the 
first time—need is a friendly face, or maybe a meal or a 
movie, or even a ride to church.  We have a relationship 
with Presbyterian Campus Ministries and we’re seeking 
‘sponsors’ for some of the new students at Emory.  A 
team consisting of Catherine Fleming, Hillery McNeill 

and Leslie Prince, plus Drew, are planning a student/
sponsor get-together Sunday, Sept. 27, at the McNeill 
home.  Reach out to Leslie Prince 
(leslieprince@comcast.net) if you’re interested in be-
friending a student. 
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(Find a complete list of our church officers, their committee 
assignments and staff at http://www.morningsidepc.org /
leaders.  Session minutes, once approved, are on file and 
available for review in the church office.) 
 

• The Human Resources Committee, after offering an 
encouraging update on the search for our Director of 
Children’s Ministries, moved to the subject of clarify-
ing our parental-leave policies.  Session voted that 
both parents should have the opportunity to take a 
maximum of six weeks paid leave, and that the policy 
language should not discriminate between birth and 
adoptive parents. This is within our Presbytery’s 
guidelines and reflects our egalitarian bent. 

 

• Session voted to increase Drew Stockstill’s compen-
sation closer to the median for churches our size and 
in acknowledgement of his increasing responsibilities 
for outreach programs. Session also voted to set a 

congregational meeting to vote on this increase    
Aug. 30. 

 

• For the Facilities Committee, Duncan Spears told 
Session that our contingency funds for 2015 have 
been exhausted. The committee is working to identi-
fy projects within the Standing and Serving for Genera-
tions capital campaign that will cut down the need for 
future contingency expenses. 

 

• Our Finance Committee chairs, Will Barnette and 
Alex Watts, noted that our lag behind expected pledge 
revenues at this time of year is significantly greater 
than we historically expect. They will be working to 
determine why the gap is so great this year. (Hint: if 
you use our secure website to pay your pledge on line 
automatically, you’ll keep up through the summer.) 

       
   Daisy Ottmann  
   Clerk of Session 

Outreach Team Seeks Volunteers to Charge RHINO 
Yes, we charge the RHINO (Rebuilding Hope in New 
Orleans) for a second time in 2015, for the tenth anni-
versary of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  Nov. 4-9 will 
mark Morningside's sixth mission trip to New Orle-
ans. We will travel on Wednesday, Nov. 4, work for 
three days, and return on Sunday, Nov. 8, after the early 
service at St. Charles Presbyterian Church (SCAPC). 
 

RHINO, an outreach ministry of SCAPC, was               
conceived in September 2005 and has been evolving      
as a life-changing urban ministry ever since. Since 
2005, RHINO has welcomed almost 7,000 volunteers.  
 

There is a place for everyone at the RHINO worksites, 
including homebuilding with Habitat for Humanity, 
working in community gardens, volunteering at food-
banks, and other activities with RHINO community 
partners.  
 

Our contingent will stay at the comfortable, updated 
Brent House Hotel, located midway between Louis Arm-
strong International Airport  and New Orleans’ Central 
Business District.  The hotel has partnered 

with RHINO for many years. The per person participant  
cost is a function of a flat fee, likely $75 per person, and 
hotel costs ($94 per room per night, split by either two 
or three persons). Depending on the number of room-
mates, these costs will run $200-250 per person.  
 

RHINO provides two dinners -- one at the church on 
Wednesday and one at the home of a church member on 
Thursday -- and two lunches. We explore the fine food 
of New Orleans on the other two nights . Breakfast is on 
our own and The Brent House has two well-priced cafe-
terias. Each hotel room also has a microwave and refrig-
erator.  
 

If you are interested in participating or need additional 
information, contact Roland Behm  (roland.behm 
@gmail.com, 404.217.5514). The deadline to sign up 
is Monday, Sept. 14. 
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Leaf-peeping at its finest—Morningside has managed to 
reserve the best October weekend for fall color for our 
annual all-church retreat. The resort in the mountains of 
North Carolina truly does offer something for everyone, 
with stimulating programs to deepen faith, outdoor activi-
ties, hearty meals and social pastimes.   
 

This year’s retreat, beginning the evening of Friday,     
Oct. 16, will be keynoted by The Rev. Paul C. Roberts of 
Johnson C. Smith Seminary. Drew Stockstill is planning an 
activity for the youth attendees that will find them explor-
ing Montreat to the fullest, while our newly hired Director 
of Children’s Ministries Sarah Kate DeWyngaert and her 
assistants will lead program activities for the kids. 
 

The weekend includes dinner Friday, breakfast, lunch and 
dinner on Saturday and Sunday breakfast.  Registrants who 
choose not to stay at the William Black Lodge have the 
option to take meals there with the 
group.  The comfortable lodge offers 

Do Your First or Repeat Your Retreat to Montreat:  The Leaves Won’t Keep 

twin-bedded rooms with private bath and a few rooms 
with other sleeping arrangements.  Children age four and 
under attend free and kids up to the age of 14 pay a frac-
tion of the adult room and meal rate.  For a complete list 
of room options and fees, download the registration form 
from our website or pick one up at the church.   
 

Registration forms and all fees are due by Sept. 20.  There 
may be space available after that time but there will be a 
$25 late fee. Those who would like to attend but need 
help in paying the entire retreat amount should contact the 
church office (office@morningsidepc.org) for a scholar-
ship application, which will be reviewed confidentially by 
the church staff.   
 

Refer questions about the retreat to the chairperson, Betsy 
Holland (betsy.holland@Turner.com, 404. 216.6398).  
And we’ll look forward to seeing you by the stone fire-

place or rocking on the porch. 

1 Karen Cox  
3 Holly Campbell 

4 Tyler Ryan  
4 David Johnston 

4 George Talley  
4 Dixon Taylor  

5 Gloria Joiner  
6 David Cox  
9 Will Hunter  

9 Barbara Jones  
10 Baron Mullis  

10 Brooke Lampe 
10 Wren Lewis  

12 Molly Durden  
12 Bryan Davis  

13 Lisa Jern   
14 KJ Nuckols   

15 Sophia Regnault  
15 Mathew Frease  
15 Jackie Wardlaw  

15 Al Adams   
17 Walt Lee   

18 Evvie Bresnahan  
19 Jason Williams  

20 Shirley Adair  
20 Ken Sapp   

20 Ryan Gorman  
21 Callie Stewart  

22 Jim Walker   
23 Maggie McIntosh  
24 Braxton Jarratt  

24 Hugh Bell   
24 Jan McMahan  

25 Vickie Hunter  
25 Bobbie McCrackin  

25 Peter Chatel  
26 Lele Ruby   

26 Greg Morton  
27 Spencer Adams  

28 Ellis O'Brien  
28 Richard Alexander  
29 Caitlin Fox   

29 James Scribner  
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