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SEPTEMBER 2016 
Worship at Morningside 

 
September 4, 2016 

Baron Mullis preaching   

“On and On and On” 

Psalm 139:1-9, 13-18; Luke 14:25-33  
 

 

September 11, 2016 

Hymn—Sing Sunday 

 

 

September 18, 2016 

Baron Mullis preaching  

“How Much Do You Owe” 

Jeremiah 8:18, 9:1; Luke 16:1-13 

New Member Sunday 

 

 

September 25, 2016 

The Rev. Beth Waltemath preaching 

mailto:baron.mullis@morningsidepc.org
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transmitting the Word. We are good at telling the story. 
Our worship is characterized by learning.   

So as we come to another fall, again I urge you to grow in 
faith. Learn something. Do something different. If you’re 
one of our folks with summer homes that we’ve missed 
for the last few weeks, welcome back – welcome home. 
We have work to do. We’re in the business of framing 
faith here, and all hands are welcome, all hands are    
needed – because something extraordinary is entrusted to 
our care – the knowledge of Jesus Christ. May we all 
grow in faith and nurture as we do the work that God has 
called each of us to do.   

Shalom,   

      

     

Baron Mullis 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers,  
 

                                          

                          From Your Pastor 
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Academia says we’re entering 
a second Protestant        
Reformation.    

As briefly as I can put it, what they’re saying is that the 
church is moving from an Age of Belief (where we would 
teach Bible stories, share faith through creedal statements 
and confessions, and have a body of knowledge that  
transmitted at least the bare essentials of belief from   
generation to generation) to an “Age of the Spirit.” 

In the “Age of the Spirit,” feeling matters more than 
knowledge. It is predicted that the global south will    
become the dominant voice of the church. Ecstatic    
worship, expressed with charismatic gifts such as      
speaking in tongues and prophetic utterance will become 
more commonplace and representative.   

Now, if God is behind this reformation, it’s a good thing. 
It will push us to consider why we do what we do. And, 
like the past reformation, it will not necessarily sweep 
away what comes before it: There are still over a billion 
Catholics in the world; easily dwarfing the reformed 
church. And it will create a dynamic conversation that 
enriches faith.   

To be honest, I’ve seen the effects of the church clinging 
to an existing model regardless of the changes of culture 
and it isn’t always desirable. The church I served for a 
summer in Scotland is grappling with the very real       
possibility of closure because they couldn’t engage their 
neighborhood, or because individual members didn’t 
think their contributions mattered.   

But here is the thing the theorists don’t talk about as 
much, as far as I can tell: in order for the “feeling” to have 
a way to take hold there has to be a framework of faith to 
hold it up. Stories still need to be transmitted. Creeds 
still need to be learned if we are to have language to    
describe our faith.   

This, friends is the forte of the Presbyterian approach to 
faith. This is what we’re good at. We are good at          

 

MPC Chooses  Waltemath as 
Interim Associate Pastor 

Morningside welcomes The Rev. Elizabeth (Beth) 
Waltemath as our part-time Interim Associate    Pas-
tor.  Beth comes to us from North Decatur    Presby-
terian, where she served as co-pastor with her hus-
band, the Rev. David Lewicki.  Her first official day 
at MPC will be Sept. 19.  You can learn more about 
Beth by visiting her blog, sayinggrace.co.    Beth will 
be with us on a contract basis as we begin our search 
for an installed pastor.  
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Morningside Milestones 

 Happy BIRTH-day to little Emma Kathryn Ward, who joined big sister Abigail in the family of Daniel and Magan on 
Aug. 9  

 We’re growing our faith family through baptisms.  This month, we welcomed little Akin Adams, daughter of Marti and 
Kirk on August 21 and Caroline and Graham Palmer, children of Anna and Billy, on August 28. 

 Did our Morningside Sings gala make you wish you could be more involved with music here?  Even if you can’t read  
music, we can teach you to play handbells and join our choir. We rehearse Thursday evenings from 7:30-8:30 beginning 
this month and welcome new and substitute ringers as we prepare our fall and Christmas selections. Contact handbell 
director Jeff Peters (jeffcpeters@gmail.com or 404.731.9291) with your questions or to sign on.  

 We continue to offer our Christian sympathy to Helen Schroder on the death of her husband Charlie, whose life was  
celebrated in a service here August 13, and to David Fairleigh and the Fairleigh family on the death of David’s mother 
Louise in Charlotte in July. 

     Autumn Is on the Way—Get Ready to Sign Up for MPC’s Mountain Retreat 

Any Morningsider who has journeyed to Montreat for any of our annual all-church weekend       
retreats will tell you: It’s a special time in a special place. The air is crisp, the trees in splendor, the 
porch and fireplace welcoming and the connections priceless. 

Our getaway to the North Carolina mountains will be Oct. 14-16 this year and our special guest 
discussion leader will be a self-styled ‘Christian feminist hymn-writer’, Mary Louise (Mel) Bringle.  
Dr. Bringle is Professor of Philosophy and Religious Studies and chair of the  Humanities Division at 
Brevard College (Brevard, NC). A teacher at heart and a theologian by training (with a Ph.D. from 
Emory University and an assortment of publications in pastoral  theology), she began writing hymn 
texts in 1999. Since that time, she has won a number of  international hymn-writing competitions 
and been featured as an "emerging text writer" by The Hymn Society in the US and Canada. She is 
currently serving as President of The Hymn Society and chaired the committee to create a new 
hymnal for the Presbyterian Church USA.  Her retreat theme will be “Singing for a Change: Hymns 

in a Prophetic Key.” 

In addition to stimulating discussion sessions—with music at their center— the weekend includes a program of activities for 
children, plenty of social time, a free afternoon and concludes with worship on Sunday.  MPC takes over the historic William 
Black Lodge for the retreat, although attendees who have other accommodations also can take part in the full program of  
activities. 

Information on costs and how to register will be available soon.  Mark your calendar now, though!  

      Mel Bringle 

         Two Dates to Remember to Commit to Morningside Church  

   If you think of Morningside Presbyterian as “your church” there are two ways to show it.  First is to become a   
member.  The opportunity to do that is coming up Sept. 18. Attend a New Members Class at 9:45 a.m., be received 
into membership by our Session and be introduced to the congregation during worship.  Let Baron know of your in-
terest in  joining our church family.  Then, on Oct. 30, everyone has the opportunity to pledge their financial support, 
along with their time and talents, not only to pay our staff and keep the lights on for another year, but also to answer 
God’s call to serve our neighbors inside and well beyond the borders of Atlanta. In the next few weeks watch for 
much more information on what your support means and can do. 
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    Kids,  Teens Kick Off Fall Programs in September 
Even though almost everyone has started their 2016-17 
school year, our CHURCH school year will kick off on 
Sunday, Sept. 11., with Sunday school in new rooms in 
the morning and a party in the afternoon. 
 
Children will move up to their school age-level class in 
the morning—in our newly refurbished wing! Infants and 
toddlers will begin to stay in the Nursery until they are 
23 months old. Two and three-year-olds will be in Room 
012 with Ms. Debbi for Sunday School. Children in a 
prekindergarten class will have Sunday school in Room 
011. Elementary children will move up to their         
grade-level class.  
 
Everyone’s invited to come out Sept. 11 from 4-6 p.m. 
for a parking-lot party. We’ll celebrate the start of a new 
year with a hot-dog dinner, games, and live music. We’ll 
have the playground open as well. 
  
Morningside’s Youth Committee also has news to share: 
Sarah Are will join the MPC staff as Interim Director of 
Youth Ministries. Sarah’s a third-year Master of Divinity 
student at Columbia Theological Seminary. She received 
a Bachelor of Social Work from Virginia Commonwealth 
University, has worked previously as a Youth Director 
and Seminary Intern, and is a lifelong Presbyterian. The 
committee says, “We loved Sarah’s description of herself 
as, among other things, a Doer and a Dreamer. She has 
wonderful ideas and a heart for youth ministry, and she 
will be a terrific addition to the youth program. Sarah’s 
first Sunday will be Sept. 4, so look for her during the 
Worship Service, and introduce yourself . She’s excited 

to start getting to know our youth and their families, and 
planning and leading Youth Group, events and trips.” 
 
The Youth Group schedule for Sept. 11 starts with     
joining the kickoff party along with their parents. At 
5:30, there’ll be a ‘meet and greet’ with Sarah Are for 
middle-schoolers, high-schoolers and parents. Sarah will 
share her ideas for our youth ministry and answer any 
questions.  Parents are being asked to bring their favorite 
appetizer/sweet treat to share. At 6 p.m. both Youth 
Groups will meet with Sarah and our youth advisors in 
the Youth Room until 7:30. 
 
Our regular Sunday evening Youth Group schedule will 
resume on Sept. 18, with middle schoolers meeting at 
4:30 p.m. in the Youth Room (107), and high schoolers 
arriving at 5:30 p.m. Both groups again will have dinner 
together at 6 p.m. Teens are reminded that their friends 
are always welcome to come to Youth Group meetings 
and activities. 
 
Tara Parrish and Lisa Jern co-chair our Youth            
Committee, which includes Miranda Brownlee, Jill    
Davis, Laura Fillyaw, Ted Fleming, Carolyn Morton and 
Rachel Spears. Miranda and Ted also serve as Youth   
Advisors, along with Ashley Hoffman and Jennie 
Stockstill.  

           Children’s Choirs Tune Up for  Their  Year of Learning and Leading 
 

Our Cherub Choir (ages four-six) and Treble Choir (second through beginning fifth-graders) began their rehearsals on 
Aug. 24, but it’s not too late to sign up your child for the opportunity to learn music, have fun and build confidence. Let 
Jonathan Crutchfield know of your interest as soon as possible. 
 

Both choirs meet at 5:45 p.m. on Wednesday evenings. Jonathan leads the Cherubs, whose practice ends at 6:15, while 
Megan Mashburn leads the Treble rehearsals until 6:30.  The children sing frequently during Sunday worship services and 
at special events and service outreach programs. 
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1 
9 a.m. MPP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*RHO Book Sale 

2 
9 a.m. MPP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*RHO Book Sale 

3 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
* RHO Book Sale 

4 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and 
Conversation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment/Chancel Choir 
10 a.m. Children’s Sunday 
School 
12 noon. Fellowship 
3p.m. Youth Committee 
 
 

5 
CLOSED FOR LABOR 
DAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 Parkinson’s Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7:30 p.m. MLPA Zoning 
 
 
 
 

7 
9 a.m. MPP 
5:45 p.m. Children’s 
Choir Rehearsal 
7 p.m. Dobbs Part-
nership Meeting 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 
 
 

8 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

9 
9 a.m. MPP 
7 p.m. Couples  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

10 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

11 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and 
Conversation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment/Chancel Choir 
10 a.m. Children’s Sunday 
School 
12 noon. Fellowship 
12:30 p.m. Deacons  
4 p.m. Parking Lot Party 
6 p.m. Journey 
 

12 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. Ballet 
7 p.m. Mandolin Socie-
ty 
7:30 p.m. MLPA 

13 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. Mini Monet 
2:15 Parkinson’s Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Preschool Com-
mittee 

 

 

 

14 
8:15 Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
12 noon. One Grey 
Hair  
1 p.m. MPP Music 
5:45 p.m. Children’s 
Choir Rehearsal 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 
 

15 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
12:30 Third Thursday 
Theological Throw-
down 
1 p.m. Playball 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir; Girl Scouts 

16 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:45 a.m. Creative 
Movement 
1 p.m. Karate 
 

 

17 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 

 

18 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and 
Conversation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment/New Members 
Class/Chancel Choir 
10 a.m. Children’s Sunday 
School 
10:40 a.m. Called Session 
Meeting 
12 noon. Fellowship 
12:30 p.m. RHO Read-
ers/Young Adult Lunch-
eon 
5:30 p.m. Youth Choir 

19 
9 a.m. MPP 
12 noon. Arts and 
Crafts Guild  
1 p.m. Ballet 
7 p.m. Mandolin Socie-
ty/Session 
 

20 

9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. Mini Monet 
2:15 Parkinson’s Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
 

21 
8:15 Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MPP Music 
5:45 p.m. Children’s 
Choir Rehearsal 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir Rehearsal 

22 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
1 p.m. Playball 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

23 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:45 a.m. Creative 
Movement 
1 p.m. Karate 

24 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and 
Conversation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment/Chancel Choir 
10 a.m. Children’s Sunday 
School 
12 noon. Fellowship 
 

26 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. Ballet 
7 p.m. Mandolin Socie-
ty/Parliamentarians 
 

27 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. Mini Monet 
2:15 Parkinson’s Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
 
 

 
 

28 
8:15 Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:30 a.m. Queen 
Glitter 
1 p.m. MPP Music 
5:45 p.m. Children’s 
Choir Rehearsal 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
 

29 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
1 p.m. Playball 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

30 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:45 a.m. Creative 
Movement 
1 p.m. Karate 

 
 

 

31 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 
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The most visible expression of Morningside Presbyterian 
Church’s partnership in support of the men at Journey 
Shelter occurs on the second  Sunday of every month, 
when we provide and serve dinner to the 25 to 30         
residents. Although this meal is sometimes prepared by a 
group within the church (the 
Session, Young Adults, the 
Board of   Deacons, our        
champion softball team, etc.), 
most often volunteers sign up 
before or after Worship on 
the Sunday prior.  

Therefore, in addition to  
being Communion Sunday, 
the first Sunday of the month 
is, using a phrase coined by 
our newsletter editor and 
first implemented by Carolyn 
Morton, “Pick-a-Pan        
Sunday.”  The idea was to 
make it easier to provide a 
dish by actually giving members a suggestion for a dinner 
component and an actual pan to put it in. 

Journey is not just a place that offers a bed and a meal for 
homeless men, it is the road home, or, more accurately, 
the road to a home of their own. Journey’s mission “is to 
encourage, empower and establish men experiencing 
homelessness on their journey to self-reliance through 

employment, education, 
housing and counseling     
services.” Journey’s men stay 
with the program for three to 
six months, during which 
they work with a case       
manager to obtain             
employment, begin saving 
and prepare to move out of 
homelessness. Individual care 
is Journey’s most important 
task. 

MPC Deacon Philip Hawkins 
serves on the Board of Jour-
ney, and Deacon Joe Brady is 
currently serving as MPC’s 

Shepherd for the shelter. They encourage all members of 
MPC to “Pick-a-Pan ” when they can.  For more details, 
reach Joe at 770.594.9293, or jp_brady@bellsouth.net.  

 

       ‘Pick-A-Pan Sunday’ Just One Way MPC,  Journey Serve Homeless Men 

Pam Sharpe Shares Experiences Leading to Her Yoga Training, MPC Classes 

“Bangkok Thailand in 1980 was where I found myself. A hot, 
densely populated metropolis, always bustling, with strange food, 
smells, language and atmosphere...it felt very far from Atlanta! I 
was a new bride, and an expat. What to do?  
 

“Jane Fonda was just opening her first fitness studio in LA. And I 
caught the bug, and started my little studio, Focus on Figure and 
Fitness, where I taught aerobic, stretching, and sculpting classes, 
had fun, and met all kinds of women from everywhere. It wasn't 
unusual to have Thai, American, British, Korean, and Indian 
women in class on any given day. A strong athletic and dance 
background plus, a love of people, music, and entrepreneurial 
spirit gave me the tools needed to succeed.  
 

“Upon returning to the States, I continued to teach, and in 1993 
became a full time personal trainer and yoga teacher.             
Fortunately, I began to visit the Kripalu a yoga Center in Lenox, 
MA, where I learned from the best teachers in North America at 
that time. They included Esther Myers, Erich Schiffman, Shiva 
Rae, Angela Farmer, Deepak Chopra, and many more. Certified 

through Kripalu at the 200-hour level, and with Esther Myers at 
the 500-hour level, I enjoy a great yoga education. But just as       
important is time in the field, plus the extra activities that inform 
my craft. These include: Masters Swimming, painting (a degree in 
art from Agnes Scott College), and music ( a degree in Voice      
Performance from Georgia State). Great coaches, and great    
teachers and their influence cannot be underestimated in my own 
teaching and the joy it brings me.  
 

“A gift to have a career path that challenges me, directs me, and 
allows me to help others to feel and look their best. I hope to do 
this forever!”  
 

Pam’s next six-week Yoga class begins Tuesday, Sept. 6, 
and body sculpting classes with light weights begins     
Thursday, Sept. 8. Both classes are gentle and beginners are 
welcome. Each series costs $70. To sign up or ask          
questions, contact Pam (yogapam@bellsouth.net).  

Serving Sunday supper at Journey men’s shelter, behind Druid Hills 
Presbyterian Church.  

mailto:jp_brady@bellsouth.net
mailto:yogapam@bellsouth.net
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At the end of the concluding number, 
“Oklahoma”, “photographer” Bill           
Humphries “shot” a picture of the assembled 
cast which instantly appeared on the       
projection screens on the back wall. The 
projections cleverly designed and executed 
by Marcelo Galvao illustrated every     
Rodgers and Hammerstein song in the   
production. 

        Guild Members Craft Costumes for Kids Singing in MPC Gala 

If you missed the Morningside Sings musical gala on 
Aug. 20, then you missed seeing costume pieces 
worn by the children in the cast made by our own 
Arts and Crafts Guild.  

Earlier in August, guild member Ellen Behm was 
tapped by gala director Jeff Peters to  design        
costumes for the children’s choir.  Ellen                
collaborated on the   designs with Jeff. She and other  
members in the guild who volunteered their skills 
got the costumes made during three days of       
working, bonding and laughing in the Fellowship 

Hall. Joining Ellen were Sue Ballay, Jill Klotz, Susan Oder, Daisy Ottmann and Jane Stack.  

The Arts and Crafts Guild, founded by Beth Baer in 2015, consists of a group of women who get together from noon to 
1:30 p.m. on the first and third Monday of every month and get crafty. Pop in during that time and you’ll see knitting,  

crocheting, smocking, quilting and other creative 
endeavors. The group is not exclusive and         
attendance varies from session to session.  

Beth’s concept for the group included a service 
component. Besides the gala costumes, members 
have also made receiving blankets for a hospital in 
Ecuador and are entertaining ideas for a craft sale 
to benefit an overseas mission program.  

Guild members work on bright silk vests and natty sailor collars for the gala. 
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Connect,  Too! 

      Interfaith Supper Club Brings New Opportunities for Friendship, Dialog 

After a brief summer hiatus, seminarian and MPC member 
Anna Miles has restarted a series of monthly informal      
potluck dinners bringing together members of different faith 
traditions here at Morningside. 
 
Anna’s created a list of topics with fact sheets for each       
dinner to kick-start conversation.  Each meeting begins at 7 
p.m. in Fellowship Hall or the Session Room (depending 
upon the number of attendees).  
 

The schedule and topics through the end of the year begin 
Tuesday, Sept. 13, with Racial Reconciliation. Candler 
M.Div. student Calvin Taylor will lead the discussion. He 
recently hosted a talk on race, racism, and reconciliation at 
Eastside Church and is a Graduate Assistant at Emory's  
Center for Diversity and Inclusion. The rest of the series 
includes Oct. 18 - Child Trafficking Revisited, Nov. 15 - 
Reflecting on the Election and Dec. 13 – Homelessness. All 
Morningsiders are encouraged to attend. To learn more or 
sign up, see or email Anna (amiles4@emory.edu).  

      Theology on Tap Opens Season Second Tuesday This Month (Only) 
Morningside’s many small groups ready to spring into fall with new programs, new speakers and a new sense of purpose and 
fellowship.  Our monthly men’s dinner-and-discussion group, which normally meets the first Tuesday of every month, will 
defer for a week because of the Labor Day holiday.  
 
So, all men of the church are invited to meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 13, at the Sharpe home (1700 Timberland Rd., 
30345) where Bill Means will host the meal and Baron Mullis will lead the conversation. RSVP to the church office.               

                 ‘Book Bonanza!’ Bargains Get Even Bigger, Better 
The annual used-book and media sale in Fellowship Hall will wind up Sunday, Sept. 4, with the return of the ‘Buy the Bag’ 
event.  Shoppers will be given a standard plastic bag which they can fill with as much as it will hold for the rock-bottom price 
of $3. 
 

New selections have been added as members of our RHO Readers and other kind souls have continued to donate more titles 
for your consideration.  
 

To see what else our coed book group is up to, you’re welcome to drop in on any of the group’s meetings the third Sunday 
of the month at 12:30 in the Session Room. The book topic Sept. 18 will be the best-selling The Little Paris Bookshop by Nina 
George. 

Birthdays 
1 Karen Cox 

3 Holly Campbell 

4 David Johnston 

4 George Talley  

4 Tyler Ryan 

4 Dixon Taylor 

5 Gloria Joiner 

6 Lara Gaare 

6 David Cox 

9 Will Hunter 

9 Barbara Jones 

10 Baron Mullis  

10 Brook Lampe 

10 Trenton Tunnell III 

10 Wren Lewis 

10 Betsy Armstrong 

12 Molly Durden 

12 Bryan Davis 

13 Lisa Jern   

14 KJ Nuckols 

15 Sophia Regnault  

15 Mathew Frease  

15 Jackie Wardlaw  

15 Al Adams  

17 Walt Lee  

18 Evvie Bresnahan  

19 Jason Williams  

20 Shirley Adair  

20 Ken Sapp  

20 Ryan Gorman  

23 Maggie McIntosh  

24 Braxton Jarratt  

24 Hugh Bell  

24 Jan McMahan  

25 Vickie Hunter  

25 Bobbie McCrackin  

25 Peter Chatel  

26 Lele Ruby  

26 Greg Morton  

28 Ellis O’Brien 

28 Richard Alexander  

29 Caitlin Fox  

29 James Scribner  

mailto:amiles4@emory.edu


 

 

 

Prayer Concerns 
Members of our community have asked for individual prayer. To be on the prayer list—public or private—use prayer 

cards found in the pew racks or speak with Baron. Morningside Messenger will carry the list from the most recent weekly 

Life@ insert:  Elizabeth Hope Amis (RoseMary Wells' sister), Robert Carithers (neighbor of Lester and Baron), Fairleigh     
family, Hamilton family (friends of the Nuckols), Walter Gilbert (Patrick Gilbert's father), Ann Herndon (Will's                
mother), Penny Hill (Executive Presbyter), Charlotte Hudson (Jeff Adams' mother), Friends and relatives of Linda             
Johnson, Drema Lafoy (Brenda Fishpaw's sister), Annette Lowery (David Lowery's mother), Jan McMahan, Lin Parker (friend 
of Nancy Coomes), Marilyn Pentelovich (friend of Shari Tant), Karen Peterson and family (friend of Daisy Ottmann), Betty 
Ray, Peter Regnault (Phil Regnault's father), Ed Sanders (Holly Greene's  stepfather), Carlene Sauer (Kasey and Stephanie    
Libby's family), Helen Schroder, Connie Crowley, Sandra Fortson, Timothy Johnson, Marilyn Neforas, Kent Smith, and Robin 
and Charles Wilkins(Hugh Bell's family & friends), Shannon Miller and Doug Strain (family of Bill Smith), John Vytal (Katye 
Watts' father), Marty Wender (Phil Regnault's friend), Rick and Lorellee Wolters (Greg Wolter's parents), John Young . 
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Session News 

          Your Session at Work:  August 15 Meeting 
(Find a complete list of our church officers, their committee assign-
ments and church staff at http://www.morningsidepc.org /leaders.  
Session minutes, once approved, are on file and available for review in 
the church office.) 

 According to the calendar and the thermometer it’s still 
summer for most of this month but it was obvious in 
Session’s August meeting that it’s time to put away the 
beach wear and get back to work.  Not only will we be 
welcoming Sarah Are as our Interim Youth Director 
(read more about her on Page 4), but an Interim      
Associate Pastor has been selected.  The interim search          
committee—Rob Payne, Lisa Jern and Jack Klotz—
spent their summer reviewing resumes, talking with 
references and interviewing candidates. Session thanks 
and congratulates them on their brilliant work. Both 
these part-time interim individuals come to MPC under 
contract, but we will be taking nominations to elect an 
Associate Pastor Nominating Committee (APNC) to 
design the job and begin the search to fill the full-time 
called position. We'll keep you up to date on the     
process and its progress. 

 Good news! For the first time since the invention of air 
conditioning, our beautiful church building is not     
disfigured with ugly, noisy and inefficient window A/C 
units. Yep, they’ve all been removed as we begin      
installing the HVAC system that’s a result of the    
Standing and Serving capital campaign. In other good 
news, we’ll also be retiring another $100,000 of our 
outstanding debt. These great results are due to the 
generosity and faithfulness of our congregation and 
friends. Thank you! For the record, work is being           
prioritized and undertaken as campaign pledge money 

comes in, so that Morningside won’t incur future debt 
from these improvements. 

 In other financial news, you may have noticed in the 
weekly bulletin that receipts are far behind projections 
in our annual budget. That’s not unusual for this time 
of year with so many members away for the summer, 
and we also know many people make their gifts to the 
church at the end of the year.  But in order to meet 
monthly operating expenses, we encourage members 
to keep their pledges up-to-date. 

 Yeah! Burgers topped the menu for our quarterly   
congregational lunch Aug. 28—another kudo to our 
luncheon organizer Vickie Hunter. However, she’s 
asked to step down after serving for some time, and 
Events Ministry chair Sandra Ward is looking for a 
new volunteer to help coordinate caterers for these  
popular events that only happen four times a year. 
She’s the one to contact if you’re considering stepping 
up. 

 RHINO charges again! Roland Behm has agreed to 
coordinate another fall trip to rebuild homes in New 
Orleans, probably in early November. Watch for 
more information from Roland and the Mission       
Ministries Team. Other dates to be aware of include 
our next retreat to Montreat Oct. 14-16, plus the  
Deacons are planning the next all-church adult party, 
Morningside Mingle, which will be on Oct. 22, as will 
be Commitment Sunday Oct. 30. 

                                Daisy Ottmann 
     Clerk of Session 

http://www.morningsidepc.org%20/leaders
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BackWords 

      New School Partnership Encourages Paying Our Own Education Forward 

 

We often say what an important job teachers have – to      
educate, care for, and inspire children. 

We ask them to make sure that students learn to read and 
write. But we also ask them to make sure that their        
students have been fed and seen the doctor. We ask them 
to stand “in loco parentis” when   children’s  parents are by 
work or by circumstance unable to be present. We lament 
that teacher pay isn’t what it ought to be. And we elect  
officials to support, inspire, encourage, and uplift teachers 
and their  principals. (Our own Leslie Grant represents   
District 1 on the School Board for Atlanta Public Schools.) 

But what do we personally do for our teachers? Most often, 
we help the school that is closest to us.  We help the school 
where our children or grandchildren attend, and we give 
the best schools the best that we can. But what about the 
schools maybe not in our neighborhood where the poverty 
level is higher or the parents are working multiple jobs? 
These schools need a little more help, and if they are      
fortunate to be “clustered” with schools that enjoy        
abundance, that is fantastic.  But what about the clusters 
where none of the schools have abundance? 

That is where Morningside Presbyterian comes in. Through 
the efforts of Leslie Grant and our senior pastor, Baron 
Mullis, we have initiated a partnership with John Wesley 
Dobbs Elementary.  A group has  already come together to   

 

provide a teacher-appreciation luncheon, which the      
teachers so enjoyed. A generous family has already given     
t-shirts for the faculty and staff. 

What will you do?  What difference will you make? There 
are levels of involvement from low to high, and we want 
YOU to make 
a difference. 
We’ll hold an 
organizational 
meeting in 
our Session 
Room at 7 on 
Wednesday, 
Sept. 7. Come 
learn more – 
and challenge 
yourself to 
“make the 
world a little 
smaller” and, at 
least for our    
corner of it, “a 
little kinder” as 
well. 

Carolyn Cobb and other members decorate 
tables with school supplies—everything from 
paper to markers to scissors and more—
donated by MPC members, which the teachers 
could take to use in their  classrooms.  

J. W. Dobbs staff wearing their donated T-shirts adorned with the Dobbs Jaguar. 


