
Outreach Opportunities
The Outreach Committee meets Sept. 14 to assemble the 2017-18 
calendar of opportunities to provide our children ways to learn 
about giving to those in need.  Look for the Mitten Tree in October! 
We will be collecting new mittens and hats and used coats for our 
friends at Our House, a preschool in Decatur which serves families 
that are facing homelessness.  Additionally, we will collect new and 
used Halloween costumes for Our House. Details to follow.

How to Help Those Affected by Hurricane Harvey
If you are seeking an opportunity to help those in Houston, 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance pda.pcusa.org has been a steady 
force in disaster relief for decades.  The average time for a 
community to completely recover from a disaster is seven years.  
When donations are received for a specific disaster, the funds are 
then utilized for years as the community fully recovers.  If you are 
seeking a way to explore helping others with your children, consider 
assembling a Gift of the Heart: Hygiene or School Kits or Clean Up 
Buckets as described on their website which can then be mailed to 
PDA for distribution to those recovering from displacement. Take 
your child to Target, talk about replacing things like their toothbrush 
or their crayons and have them help you find the items and 
assemble the kits and go to the post office together to mail the 
package.

Contacting the 
Office 
404-685-8758 calls 
& voice messages 
for MPP business

Call or text Director 
Melinda Sandkam’s 
cell 404-687-0683 

for urgent 
communications

mpp@morningsidepc.org school business and 
emails regarding children being sick or 

permission being given for someone else to 
pick up children

Office Hours
Mondays-Thursdays 8 am - 4:30 pm 

Fridays 8 am - 2 pm

MESSENGER
September 2017

One Student & One 
Teacher Opening at MPP 

We need our community to 
spread the word that we have 

one PreK opening here at 
Morningside Presbyterian 
Preschool and one assistant 

teacher opening.  We are 
seeking to fill both as soon as 
possible.  So, tell your friends 
and neighbors that we have an 
opening for a PreK student in 

our warm and nurturing 
program.  We also are 

interviewing to fill a part-time 
position to assist in our 5-day 
Threes class (M-F 8:30-1:30).  

Contact Director Melinda 
Sandkam today to join the 

fabulous staff at MPP.

Parent Cocktail Event 
On Thursday, September 21, all MPP parents are invited to a 
free social event at The Family Dog.  This Happy Hour will be 
6-8 p.m.  Please RSVP to Melinda today so that we can give 

them an accurate count.  After the event, many parents 
choose to continue the fun with dinner at The Family Dog and 
surrounding restaurants that all are great supporters of  MPP.  

Get a group together today.  Line up those babysitters! 

mailto:mpp@morningsidepc.org
http://pda.pcusa.org
http://pda.pcusa.org
mailto:mpp@morningsidepc.org


EXTENDED DAY STARTS SEPT. 5 
Students in our Two Year old classes can start staying from 

12noon-1pm on Tuesday, September 5.  The cost is $9.00 per 
day (monthly maximum $72) invoiced at end of month.  Be 
sure to send their own lunch and drink and sign them in for 
Extended Day when dropping off in the morning.  Pick up at 

classroom 12:50-1:00 p.m.  Depending on class sizes Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays, the classes might be combined and 
could all be together in either Room 009 (Ms. Heather & Ms. 

Morgan’s room) or Room 012 (Ms. Betsy & Ms. Sabine’s 
room).  This program begins in January for Toddlers who have 

turned two years old.

Calendar Reminders

Tuition Due                    Fri. 9/1
Closed for Labor Day         Mon. 9/4

Extended Day Begins for Twos                Tues. 9/5

Chapel for Threes & PreK            9:15 Wed. 9/6 
In-Class Chapel 3-day Twos

Fun-Raiser Mtg.                          7:30 p.m. Wed. 9/6
Room Parents Mtg.                    9:10 a.m. Thur. 9/7

In-Class Chapel for Toddlers & Twos       Thur. 9/7

Outreach Committee Mtg.       7:30 p.m.Thur. 9/14

Ms. Debbi’s Birthday        9/18
The Family Dog Cocktail Event        Thur. 9/21

Individual Pictures with Ms. Denise            Monday 
3-day Twos & 3-day Threes                              9/25

Individual Pictures with Ms. Denise           Tuesday 
5-day Threes & PreK                    9/26

El Taco Dine Out       Tues. 9/26
Ms. Morgan’s Birthday        9/26

Latino Music Concert               9:30 a.m. Wed. 9/27

Individual Pictures with Ms. Denise         Thursday 
2-day Twos & Toddlers                     9/28

Tuition Due                 10/1

Individual Pictures 
Be sure to mark your calendars for 
Monday, Sept. 25 (3-day Twos & 3-
day Threes), Tuesday, Sept. 26 (5-
day Threes & PreK) or Thursday, 
Sept. 28 (2-day Twos & Toddlers) 
for your child’s class photos with 
Denise Varnadoe.

 Paying Tuition  

Stay in-the-know with 
Remind

Don't forget to sign up today for the 
school wide Remind feature for any 
emergency contacts AND for the 
Remind features for each child’s class 
to get reminders about Show & Tell, 
Chapel, Special Guests, School 
Pictures and updates from your 
teachers.  Download the Remind App 
to your phone or log on to 
www.remind.com.  Enter your class 
code to connect with teacher:

Ms. Julie Ann’s Younger Toddlers @MPPjulie 
Ms. Heather’s Older Toddlers @MPPtoddler 
Ms. Donna’s 2-day Twos @MPPdonna         
Ms. Betsy’s Younger 3-day Twos @MPPbetsy 
Ms. Heather’s Older 3-dayTwos @MPPheather 
Ms. Kim’s 3-day Threes @MPPkim                  
Ms. Debbi’s 5-day Threes @MPPdebbi         
Ms. Deena’s PreK @MPPal                                   
Mrs. Neff’s PreK @MPPmrsneff                   

MPP Emergency Alert @MPP911

http://www.remind.com
http://www.remind.com


As we continue to strengthen our cultural 
awareness and diversity here at MPP in 
response to one of our Strategic Plan 
imperatives, we are excited to share our first 
theme of Families since school has started.  
From beautiful new board books in our Toddlers 
class of ‘American Babies’ to the Twos singing 
‘this is my head, my eyes, my hair’ while picking 
felt pieces to create their faces, there have been 
many additions to the themes that our fabulous 
teachers already utilize the first month of school 
to welcome their students and celebrate their 
families.  Those creating self-portraits had the 
opportunity to choose from multi-cultural crayons, 

construction paper, paint.  Besides many great 
books such as ‘The Way We Go To School’ (all 
around the world), there are pictures in class 
rooms of children at play, homes and food from 
around the world and families.

Our next theme is Latino/Hispanic Awareness with 
a school-wide event on Wed. Sept. 27 when Tahino 
brings his Latino Music to Fellowship Hall.  And, the 
night before, we hope all our families will come out 
to El Taco to enjoy tacos and empanadas, black 
beans and guacamole.  In our class rooms, we will 
be enjoying new Putumayo music CDs including 
Cuban music, Latino Playground and Dreamland.

CULTURAL AWARENESS & DIVERSITY PROGRAMS

A FEW OPENINGS STILL AVAILABLE IN BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL ENRICHMENT:

SPANISH
Lango Kids Atlanta provides play-based Spanish immersion classes for kids. Their learning method is 
designed to get kids excited about learning a new language, and keep them engaged.  The week’s themes are 
reinforced through arts/crafts, games and songs.  Parents also receive free access to online learning materials 
at LangoKidsOnline.com.  Classes held Monday and Friday mornings 8:00 to 8:45 a.m., open to Threes & 
PreK students. Email: director@langokidsatlanta.com or Register here for one or both days.

CROSS FIT 
Atlanta Kick CrossFit Kids creates an encouraging fitness atmosphere for children in a supportive 
environment and great energy.  All exercises are scaled to the ability of each child, ensuring success while 
building confidence.  CrossFit is on Tuesdays from 1:00 to 1:45. Contact Alison to register 
at ali@atlantakick.com.

YOGA 

Children’s Yoga – an uplifting, noncompetitive, mind-expanding way for children to build strength, spirit 
and self-esteem. Kimberly Williams, certified yoga instructor, is offering children’s yoga for 3s and PreK – 
interactive and imaginative journeys into your child’s developing mind, body and spirit. Yoga is offered on 
Wednesday mornings from 8:15 to 8:45. You can sign up with Ms. Kim at knwilliams72@yahoo.com. 

Dine Out at El Taco, Tuesday, September 26 

Choose an easy and fun dinner on Tuesday, September 26 at El Taco on N. 
Highland.  Be sure to tell them you are with the preschool so that we can 
get a percentage of the evening’s profits.  They will accept call-aheads for 
groups all sizes.  Feeding your family or enjoying a ladies’ night are great 
reasons to come out and enjoy some great food while supporting MPP.  
Once we exceed 60 guests, MPP will get 20% of the whole evening’s 
profits!  Tell your friends and neighbors to come too and let them know 
they are there to support MPP.

http://langokidsonline.com/
mailto:director@langokidsatlanta.com
https://secure.mainstreetsites.com/dmn1697/register.htm
http://mailtoheidi@atlantakick.com/
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https://secure.mainstreetsites.com/dmn1697/register.htm
http://mailtoheidi@atlantakick.com/
mailto:knwilliams72@yahoo.com


PRESBYTERIAN  PRESCHOOL

2017 FUN-RAISER!
Save the Date!

Friday, November 10
7:00pm

PARIS ON PONCE

DONATIONS + VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

We are looking for donation items to contribute to the silent and live auctions. The MPP Fun-raiser's annual 
silent and live auction is an important part of MPP’s budget and helps cover costs that tuition alone doesn’t 
meet. Your participation is an integral part of making this event a success.

Think of your favorite restaurant, sporting event, local museum, vacation home, or anything you frequent 
often. We are looking for direct donation or solicitation support. We can provide you with a solicitation 
letter and talking points. This is a great way to get involved in this important fundraiser. Please consider 
donating or volunteering and contact Magan Ward (magan.ward@gmail.com) or Laura Ulep 
(lauraulep@gmail.com) if you would like to help.


