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SEPTEMBER 2017 
Worship at Morningside 

 
 

September 3, 2017 

Hymn-Sing Sunday 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 10, 2017 

Mardee Rightmyer preaching 

“A Lifetime Journey” 

Luke 2:41-52; Deuteronomy 6:1-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 17, 2017 

Baron Mullis preaching 

“The Importance of Speaking Kindly” 

Genesis 50:15-21; Romans 14:1-12 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 24, 2017 

Baron Mullis preaching 

“Justice vs. Fairness” 

Matthew 20: 1-16; Philippians 1:21-30  
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Do it anyway. Sure, some folks are bigots and 
crooks, but most are not, and besides we’re               
supposed to pray for our enemies, not demean 
them, even when they demean us and others. 

2) For the love of God (literally) do something for 
somebody. Tutor a child at Dobbs. Give someone 
a ride to church, especially if it’s inconvenient for 
you. The time in the car with someone else will do 
you good. Bring food when food is needed;                 
Band-Aids when Band-Aids are needed, and have 
tissues in reserve for those who need them.   

3) Worship with folks and pray for folks. You can’t 
stay estranged forever from someone for whom 
you are praying.  Try it; you’ll see.   

So, finally, let me acknowledge this: I know we won’t 
change the world or the nation right away.  I’m not 
naïve. But I do think we can see change in ourselves. I 
do think we can embrace goodness and kindness. 
That’s what it means to be human, and it’s what God 
created us to be.   

Shalom, 

 

 

Baron  

 

Dear sisters and brothers, 

Aside from the general   
sogginess of this summer, it 
really has been a wonderful 
respite – I’ve enjoyed, as I 
imagine many of you have, 

a somewhat slower pace. I took some vacation. I had 
time to take some study leave, which I spent       
working on our church’s strategic plan in support of 
our planning team. It’s been nice. We won’t hit the 
full flurry of activity around here again until after              
Labor Day, even though I know many of you already 
hit the ground running on August 1.   

I think I have a generally sunny outlook on life. My 
pessimism is reserved for church finances (please    
update your pledges), not the ethos and pathos of our 
collective life. But things were supposed to get better 
this year.  Divisive rhetoric was supposed to drop 
away once we got through the nastiness of a                         
presidential campaign. (I really do hope we will soon 
collectively make it known that nastiness in politics is 
optional, not mandatory.) But (and maybe I’m looking 
in the wrong places) I’m not seeing as much of that as 
I know we all hoped for. 

But we in the church, in season and out of  
season, are always in the redemption business. 
We’re always in the forgiveness and forbearance                   
business. Our whole reason for being runs in                     
opposition to the forces that divide us.   

Which brings me to you—and to me… Not only are 
we in the redemption, forbearance and forgiveness 
business, we are supposed to help others be as well. 
We are, in the words of Isaiah, “the repairers of the 
breach.”   

How do we do that?  I don’t know for sure, but let me 
take a crack at it: 

1) See people, not politics. That’s hard when 
 winds of culture suggest we should see issues 
 first, and then the people who underlie them. 
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Circle Sept. 24 on Your Calendar; Get 
Ready to Commit….to Lunch! 

Stay tuned for details about Morningside’s next  
all-church congregational lunch after worship on 
Sept. 24, which will coincide with the                     
always-impressive ceremony of bringing forward 
our annual pledges of money and our                              
time-and-talent volunteer forms, which we                 
encourage you to update annually. 
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  Interim Youth Director, New Seminary Intern Named to Morningside Staff 

Rev. Matt Frease—along with wife Ame and little son Jacob—is no stranger to Morningside. 
We’ve prayed with him as liturgist, heard him preach and appreciated his work as a mentor to our 
most recent class of confirmands. Even more recently Matt led our middle schoolers on their trip 
to Massanetta Spring. Now he’ll be even more involved with our young members and their families 
as Interim Youth Director. 

With a Master of Divinity degree from Columbia Theological Seminary, Matt’s now at work on a 
doctoral degree at CTS in the area of Pastoral Theology and Pastoral Counseling.  He has an                       
extensive resume of counseling and chaplaincy positions. A former member of the Maryville                    
College (TN) NCAA men’s soccer team, he’s also a major Atlanta United fan.  Other outdoor       
interests include kayaking and rock climbing, as his undergraduate major and minor were in                            
Environmental Studies and Outdoor Recreation. Matt will continue in his interim position here 
until we call our next Associate Pastor. 

Also joining us from Columbia for the 2017-18 school year will be Eliza Smith. She’s 
beginning her second year, working on not only a Masters of Divinity degree but also 
a Masters in Practical Theology with a concentration in pastoral care. 

A native of Columbia SC, Eliza’s a “proud alumna” of Furman University. Under 
Baron’s supervision, her assignments here at Morningside will rotate among the                  
various aspects of pastoral responsibility. In addition to her role here, Eliza also will 
spend some time each week with the Ukirk program (formerly Presbyterian Campus 
Ministry) at Emory University.   

Morningside Milestones 

 We pray for God’s grace to comfort our members and their families who have recently lost loved ones: Brandon 
Odom on the death of his grandmother, Dora Nell Graham; Lauren, Elizabeth and David Fairleigh on the death of                 
David’s brother Paul; church accountant JoAnn Kearns on the death of her father; Van Jensen and family on the death 
of Van’s grandfather; and the family of Duncan and Rachel Spears on the death of Rachel’s grandmother.  

 Congratulations to Joe Knezevich on his nomination as Outstanding Feature Actor for the 2016 ‘Suzies’. The Suzi Bass 
Awards are named in honor of one of Atlanta’s long-time and beloved theatrical talents and they are our version of 
Broadway’s “Tonys”.  

 Got a favorite hymn?  Be ready to call it out on Hymn Sing Sunday, Sept. 3, and Jonathan will lead the congregation in 
singing it. 

 Congratulations to our capital Morningside Sings Gala cast and crew for a wonderful production that attracted 45    
patrons plus in-show donations and more than half again as many attendees as in previous years.  

Adults Will Have Two Opportunities to Grow Faith Beginning This Month 

MPC’s adult Faith Development options on Sunday mornings at 9:45 a.m. will grow this fall. Everyone is welcome to attend 
either one.  

On Sept. 10, a newly forming group is invited to the Session Room to focus on topics related to faith formation for families.  
Beth Waltemath and Mardee Rightmyer would like to hear from anyone interested in joining the planning team for this class.  

Beginning Sept. 3 in Room 201, Sue Balley followed by Margaret Hofland will lead three sessions on Biblically Based                 
Storytelling. Sept. 24 through Oct. 8, musicologist Michael Morgan will return with a three-part exploration of the history of 
congregational singing. 
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In a big change for education at Morningside Presbyterian, our Sunday school classes for     
everyone—kids, teens and adults—will begin at 9:45 a.m. Coming after more than a year in 
planning, this significant change will take some getting used to for some and has been already 
enthusiastically embraced by others  Director of Children’s Ministries, Dr. Mardee                    
Rightmyer, points out, “There are many practical reasons for doing this but there is one 
overarching spiritual reason that undergirds this move more than any practical reason: God 
desires worship more than anything else we can do as a community of faith.  
 
“ Yes, God wants us to do worship even more than mission – because it is through worship 
that we learn and understand that mission is more than “good deeds of  charity” –it is giving 
and sharing out of the love of God which we want all people to experience and know for 
themselves.”   
 
An organization focused on successful children’s lives, Search Institute has done several         
nationwide surveys over the past 30 years that show that children who do not grow up                 
participating in worship will never learn the “language of worship.” As a result, they do not 
come back to church as adults because the language is foreign to them; they feel awkward 
and out of place. Based on this core spiritual belief and the practical aspect of the future, all 

ages—first grade and above—will now be in worship together. Childcare through kindergarten will be provided during the 
worship hour; however, activities for PreK/K will not have the content of the Sunday school hour. 
 
Mardee reassures parents, “If you are dreading the prospect of having wiggly children sitting with you, there will be help. There 
will be special bulletins for each Sunday that will have pictures and symbols to guide children through the various parts of              
worship. For children who can read, there will be guided question sheets to help them listen for key words and ideas during 
worship and particularly during the sermon.  If none of these help, we have grown-ups that are willing and able to adopt your 
child(ren) for the worship hour. (Evidence shows that wonderful friendships with adults are natural byproducts of this time  
together!)” 
 
During the Sunday school hour, MPC is adopting the widely popular Workshop Rotation Model, grouped into grades 1-2 and 
then grades 3-5. The program works around the belief that it is more effective to teach fewer Bible stories more completely 
than to do a different one every week. Workshop Rotation began 20 years ago in a Presbyterian church outside Chicago. It is 
still going strong with more than a thousand churches all over the country using this model. The main lesson is always given as a 
whole and Mardee has reached out to persons in our congregation with theatrical experience to act as the recurring storytellers. 
On the other Sundays the lesson is reinforced by use of art, cooking, video, drama, games and more where the teacher leads the 
students in a specific task and simply asks questions along the way that refreshes their memory or invites their questions for   
further learning.  The classes will cover a four-week cycle of nine stories from Sept 10 to May 27 (with Dec. 24 off).  
 
Our younger children will also learn stories.  Twos and threes will have a lesson and music along with nurturing care and 
PreK/K will be engaged through the use of Godly Play, presented by Sue Ballay.  Care for infants and toddlers will continue as 
well. 
 
So here’s the deal:  Join us on Sept. 10 for worship at 8:45 or 11 a.m. and Sunday School in between. There are options for 
adults, too! Check the article on Page 3 of this Messenger. Kickoff Day also will feature a cookout!  Come back to church at 4 
p.m. for live music, games and a BBQ—the cookout will continue until 6 p.m.  

Here’s Big News!  9:45 a.m. Sunday School for ALL AGES  Will Begin Sept. 10 

Sunday School Kickoff Sept. 10   
begins at 4 p.m. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1 
8 a.m.  Spanish 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. Karate 

2 
9 a.m. Women’s 
AA Meeting 
 
 
 

3 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and              
Conversation 
9:45 a.m. Faith                             
Development  
11 a.m. Hymn-Sing Sunday/ 
Communion 
12 noon. Fellowship 
5 p.m. Youth Committee                   
Meeting 

4 

Church Office 

Closed in                    

Observance of 

Labor Day 

 
 
 

5 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. CrossFit 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Theology on Tap 
(offsite) 
7:30 p.m. MLPA           
Zoning 

6 
8:15 a.m. Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. Mini Monet’s 
6 p.m. Children’s 
Choir 
7 p.m. Wells Knitting 
Group 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 

7 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. Playball 
6 p.m. Night Yoga 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

 

 
 
 

8 
8 a.m.  Spanish 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. Karate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

9 
9 a.m. Women’s 
AA Meeting 
10 a.m. Chancel 
Choir Retreat 
(offsite) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

10 
8:45 a.m. Second Sunday  
Worship Service 
9:45 a.m. Faith                             
Development for all ages 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon. Fellowship 
12:30 p.m. Deacons                     
Meeting 
4 p.m. Sunday School               
Cookout 
 

11 

8 a.m. Spanish 
9 a.m. MPP 
12 noon. Strategic 
Planning                           
Committee 
1 p.m. Ballet 
7 p.m. 
MLPA/Mandolin 
Society 
 

       

12 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. CrossFit 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. 
LGBT/Preschool             
Committee Meeting 
7:30 p.m. MLPA           

13 
8:15 a.m. Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. Mini Monet’s 
6 p.m. Children’s 
Choir 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

14 
9 a.m. MPP  
11 a.m. Yogasculpt 
12:30 p.m. Poetry 
Group 
1 p.m. Playball 
6 p.m. Night Yoga 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 
 

         

15 
8 a.m. Spanish 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. Karate 
7 p.m. Couples 
Group (offsite) 

16 
9 a.m. Women’s 
AA Meeting 
 

17 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and              
Conversation 
9:45 a.m. Faith                              
Development for all ages 
11 a.m. Worship/Baptism 
12 noon. Fellowship 
12:30 p.m. RHO Readers/ 
Young Adult Luncheon 
 
 
 

18 
8 a.m. Spanish 
9 a.m. MPP 
12 noon. Arts and 
Crafts Guild 
1 p.m. Ballet 
2 p.m. Cooking 
Guild 
6 p.m. Cooking 
Guild 
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society/ Session 

19 

9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. CrossFit 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
 
 
 

20 

7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
(offsite) 
8:15 a.m. Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
12 noon. One Gray 
Hair 
1 p.m. Mini Monet’s 
6 p.m. Children’s 
Choir 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

21 
9 a.m. MPP  
11 a.m. Yogasculpt 
12:30 p.m. Third 
Thursday Theology 
1 p.m. Playball 
6 p.m. Night Yoga 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

22 
8 a.m. Spanish 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. Karate 

23 
9 a.m. Women’s 
AA Meeting 
5:30 p.m. Clifton 
Sanctuary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and              
Conversation 
9:45 a.m. Faith                              
Development for all ages 
11 a.m. Worship/Baptism 
12 noon. Fellowship 
11 p.m. Fellowship 
 

25 
8 a.m. Spanish 
9 a.m. MPP 
6 p.m. Private 
Event 
1 p.m. Ballet 
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society/                   
Parliamentarians 
 
 

26 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. CrossFit 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
5 p.m. Dine Out at El 
Taco (MPP) 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7:30 p.m. MLPA 

 
 

27 
8:15 a.m. Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:30 a.m. Latino  
Music Performance 
(MPP) 
1 p.m. Mini Monet’s 
6 p.m. Children’s 
Choir 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 
 
 
 

 

28 

9 a.m. MPP  
11 a.m. Yogasculpt 
1 p.m. Playball 
6 p.m. Night Yoga 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

29 
8 a.m. Spanish 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. Karate 

30 
9 a.m. Women’s 
AA Meeting 



 

 

Social, Service Seasons Begin Again at Morningside in September 
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The kids are back in school, the boss is back from summer               
vacation and the Halloween costumes are appearing in the 
megamarts.  The thermometer and calendar say summer is still 
with us, for a few weeks anyway, but there’s no denying 
change is in the air. 

Here’s a round-up of dates to mark as many of our activity and 
interest groups gear up after a short break: 

 Theology on Tap is cranking back up after our summer 
slumber, says coordinator Ken Sharpe, who will host (at 
1700 Timberland Rd.30345) on Tuesday, Sept. 5, at 7 
p.m. The dinner-and-discussion gatherings on the first 
Tuesday of the month are open to all men in our                            
community. RSVP to the church office. 

 Morningside’s Handbell Choir invites anyone interested in 
making music to join their ranks. Musical experience is not 
required! Thursday evening rehearsals begin Sept. 7, 7:30 
– 8:45 p.m. 
Email director Jeff Peters (jeffcpeters@gmail.com) to    
discuss the possibility.  The holiday music season promises 
to be extra-special for our ringers (hint, hint!).   

 LGBT & Friends will gather Tuesday, Sept. 12, T 7 p.m. 
to discuss programming ideas for the upcoming season. All 
are welcome to these convivial evenings with timely                       
programs and events. Location is TBD—watch Life@ and 
our website for details. 

 

 Our fabulous Yoga and Yogasculpt classes begin a new           
six-week series at 11 a.m. in Room 201 on Tuesday, Sept. 
12, and Thursday, Sept. 14, respectively. Contact yoga 
teacher and personal trainer Pam Sharpe 
(yogapam@bellsouth.net) for more info or to register for 
one or both courses. 

  All duos are welcomed to MPC Couples for their social 
evenings.  The fall season kicks off Friday, Sept. 15 at 7 
p.m. at the home of Leslie and Lloyd Prince (91 Lakeview 
Drive NE,30317). If you are interested in attending please 
contact Kathy and Alan Bremer 
(kdbremer@bellsouth.net). 

 Discussions of books new and old, fiction and non,       
continue in September as the coed group RHO Readers 
invites you to join them in the Session Room at 12:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Sept. 17, to talk about Jacqueline Carey’s novel, 
Miranda and Caliban, a retelling of Shakespeare’s The 
Tempest from the points of view of the title characters. 

 One Gray Hair resumes on Wednesday, Sept. 20 at noon 
in Fellowship Hall. These luncheon meetings are open to 
anyone who sports at least one (gray hair, that is).  The 
first program will be presented by Art Sweum— “Sweum 
Family: Norway to America.” Coordinators Richard and 
Sarah Brownlee say, “Come join us as we reconnect after 
the summer break, enjoy food and each other's company, 
as well as an interesting program about one family’s                   
journey to America.” RSVP to them at                                     
rsbrownlee1046@att.com. 

 

 

1 Karen Cox  

3 Holly Campbell 

4 Tyler Ryan 

4 David Johnston 

4 George Talley 

4 Jennifer Jones  

5 Gloria Joiner 

6 Lara Gaare 

6 Sandy Mashburn 

6 David Cox 

9 Chad Johnson 

9 Will Hunter 

10 Baron Mullis 

10 Trenton Tunnell III 

10 Wren Lewis 

10 Betsy Armstrong 

12 Molly Durden 

12 Bryan Davis 

13 Lisa Jern 

14 KJ Nuckols 

15 Sophia Regnault 

15 Mathew Frease 

15 Jackie Wardlaw 

17 Walt Lee 

18 Evvie Bresnahan 

19 Jason Williams 

20 Shirley Adair 

20 Ryan Gorman 

21 Callie Lensing 

23 Maggie McIntosh 

24 Braxton Jarratt 

24 Hugh Bell 

24 Jan McMahan 

25 Vickie Hunter 

25 Bobbie McCrackin 

25 Peter Chatel 

26 Lele Ruby 

26 Greg Morton 

27 Spencer Adams 

28 Ellis O’Brien 

28 Richard Alexander 

29 Caitlin Fox 

29 James Scribner 

Birthdays 
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Prayer Concerns  

Members of our community have asked for individual prayer. To be on the prayer list—public or private—use prayer 
cards found in the pew racks or speak with Baron. Morningside Messenger will carry the list from the most recent weekly 
Life@ insert: Sue Blouin, Patricia Boyko, Andrew Brady (Gwyn Brady’s brother), Fairleigh family, Chuck Fishpaw (Brenda 

Fishpaw’s son), Walter Gilbert (Patrick Gilbert’s father), Ann Herndon (Will Herndon’s mother), Billy Jones (Melissa Law-
son’s father), Friends and relatives of Linda Johnson, JoAnn and Terry Kearns, Betty Lynn Lambert, Nancy McCarthy (Jeanne 
McCarthy’s sister), Jan McMahan, Ted McMahan, Ann Moore (Lester Morris’ aunt), Skip Moore and Susan Nelson (Lester 
Morris’ cousin), Brandon Odom, Lin Parker (Nancy Coomes’ friend), Ray family, Bev Reed, Beth Klotz Von Seggern (Jack 
Klotz’s sister), Marlie Ann Senf, Myra Shore, Kimball Sweatt (Frampton family friend), Mary Turner (Sanda Means’ mother), 
Waltemath-Lewicki family, Wells family, Dr. Nathaniel West (Dr. West’s father), Evelyn Wimberly (Nancy Frampton’s  

ex-mother-in-law), John Young. 
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Your Session at Work:  August 22 Meeting 
(Find a complete list of our church officers, their committee          
assignments and church staff at http://www.morningsidepc.org /
leaders.  Session minutes, once approved, are on file and available for 
review in the church office.) 

 Session took up the issue of insufficient congregational 
participation in after-worship refreshments.  Everyone 
enjoys the snacks, coffee, punch and occasionally even 
more than that offered to provide a time to get better 
acquainted. Unfortunately, the same volunteers and 
groups are tapped time and again to provide our treats, to 
say nothing of helping with set-up and clean-up. Session 
voted to scale back the scope of refreshments                            
considerably—still allowing time for social interaction 
but not expecting volunteers to cater and making it far 
easier to manage the before and after chores.  

 Session approved curriculum for our children’s Sunday 
school classes. See the story on Page 4 for details on our 
new programs for kids. 

 The Facilities Committee hopes everyone is enjoying the 
new sound system in the Sanctuary, which they were 
pleased to have in place for our gala, Morningside Sings 
Musical Magic. Phase 1 of Fellowship Hall is substantially 
complete and we’re awaiting city approval of our                       
all-church fire alarm system. Since our capital campaign, 
Standing and Serving for Generations, only allows work on a 
pay-as-you-go basis, a few final projects are on hold for 
budgetary reasons.  These include protective film for the 
Sanctuary windows, work on curbing on N. Morningside 
Drive and, most significantly, Phase 2 of Fellowship 
Hall—the stage renovation. 

 In addition to supporting the Associate Pastor Nominating 
Committee, extending Rev. Beth Waltemath’s contract 
and welcoming Rev. Matt Frease as our Interim Youth 
Director (see Page 3 for more on that), the Human       

Resources Committee has spent much time this summer 
creating and refining a new Morningside Employee            
Manual, now in its final stages toward publication. 

 A dedicated and possibly overworked team of volunteers 
under the direction of the Finance Committee has spent 
more than a year organizing voluminous financial records 
reaching back decades, gathering best-practices and               
finally completing an internal audit of the church books 
for 2014. Session voted formal thanks to the team for 
this monumental undertaking, which will allow                   
Morningside’s annual review of Session minutes by our 
Presbytery to be passed ‘without exception’ for the first 
time in at least 20 years. 

 Our Worship and the Arts Ministries moved that our 
communion service on Nov. 5 take the form of a                
Moravian Love Feast, and Session wholeheartedly 
agreed.  This time-honored tradition of a service of tea, 
buns and carol-singing was introduced during Advent last 
fall and was highly popular. Another motion, to forego 
the traditional 11 a.m. service on Christmas Eve—given 
that we’d have two services of Lessons and Carols later in 
the day—was defeated. 

 As 2017 draws to a close, so does our 2017 Strategic 
Plan.  Planning chair Jeff Peters shared a draft of the new 
plan with the elders, who will have had a workshop on 
the contents before Sept. 1.  There will be an                          
opportunity for congregational input before the plan for 
the next three year is formally adopted. 

 The Clerk of Session thanks Sarah Tomaka for filling in 
and taking minutes this month.   
     Daisy Ottmann 
     Clerk of Session 

http://www.morningsidepc.org%20/leaders
http://www.morningsidepc.org%20/leaders
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BackWords 

Soothing Location Allows  Time to Rest and Reconsider Rest, Race, Relationships  

Want to spend more time with your family—
both in fact and in faith? If you’ve never                   
attended Morningside’s fall retreat to                      
Montreat NC, you’ve been missing one of the 
best opportunities to do just that. The                  
program for Oct. 20-22 is tailored to provide 
a growing experience for both children and 
adults, with time built in for families to               
explore the area together or for grown-ups to 
enjoy adult fun during peak leaf season in the 
mountains. 

Historic William Black Lodge offers various 
lodging arrangements, hearty meals, a big 
stone fireplace and a porch that becomes a 
popular spot to perch. Gatherings Friday 
evening and Saturday morning will engage us 
with the topic “Debunking the Myth of Race” 
led by The Rev, Paul T. Roberts Sr.,                   
president of Johnson C. Smith Theological 
Seminary. 

If you’re undecided about whether you’d enjoy this experience, just ask anyone who has previously attended for a hearty, 
“Please come!” then don’t delay reserving your spot(s). Registration and payment deadline for the weekend is Sept. 24. 
Registration forms are available at the church and on our website. 

Johnson C. Smith Theological Seminary is the only historically African-American institution among the 12 seminaries of 
the Presbyterian Church (USA). Nearly 150 years old, the school continues to be one of the most dramatic manifestations 
of our denomination's commitment to diversity and equity. Rev. Roberts has  led the seminary since 2010 and is no 
stranger to MPC, having been our guest speaker at a previous retreat and also having preached from our pulpit.   

Paul is a native of Stamford CT. However, he grew up in Bradenton FL, which he considers his home. Paul graduated from 
Princeton University in 1985 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Architecture and African American Studies. Prior to his 
career in ministry, Paul worked for eight years in advertising in New York City. He later received the Master of Divinity 
degree with a concentration in New Testament Studies from Johnson C. Smith Seminary at the Interdenominational                  
Theological Center in Atlanta. He also is an Academic Fellow of the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey in Celigny,                     
Switzerland. From 1997 through 2010, Paul was the pastor of Church of the Master (PCUSA), a church founded in 1965 
in Atlanta as an intentionally interracial congregation. 

He is a contributing writer to Pastoral Care: A Case Study Approach by Orbis Books in 1996, Feasting on the Gospels by                       
Westminster/John Knox Press released in 2013, and he writes consistently for the Presbyterian Outlook Magazine. Paul is 
a consultant with the Louisville Institute. He serves on the boards of the Presbyterian Foundation (PCUSA) and the                 
Macedonian Ministry Inc. of Atlanta. He is the recipient of the 2016 Devoted Service Award from Louisville Theological 
Seminary. Recreationally, Paul enjoys tennis and yard work. Paul and his wife, Nina, have three children—one adult 
daughter and two teenage sons. 

There’s a spot for you on this porch. 


