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FEBRUARY 2017 
Worship at Morningside 

 
February 5, 2017 

Baron Mullis preaching   

“The Mystery of God” 

Isaiah 58:1-12; 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

Communion 
 

 

 

February 12, 2017 

Sarah Are preaching at 8:45 a.m. and 11 a.m. 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
 

 

 

February 19, 2017 

Baron Mullis preaching  

“Foundation” 

Matthew 5:38-48; 1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23 
 

 

 

February 26, 2017 

Baron Mullis preaching  

“Eyewitnesses” 

Exodus 24:12-18; 2 Peter 1:16-21 
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work that God is doing. God left a little bit undone so 
that we could engage in co-creation with God. That is the 
one thing that I can confidently predict for the next             
planning process and the plans that will emerge from it: 
that God will leave room for us to engage in the creative 
work of ministry alongside of God.   

I do so hope that when you are teaching Sunday school, 
when you are singing in the choir or ringing bells, or 
showing up with goodies for Coffee and Conversation, or 
bringing pimiento cheese sandwiches for the nth time for 
Fellowship Hour, that you realize that you are working 
alongside of God, co-creating this wonderful place we 
call Morningside. That’s my prayer for us now, and in the 
years to come: that we always remember that it is God 
who is moving us forward, and confidently trusting that, 
onward we go.   

Shalom,   

      

 

Baron Mullis 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers,  
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I think I had been your pastor 
for about 15 minutes before 
the first person told me about 
five-year strategic plans and 

the importance of them in the life of the church.  

At times, I thought to myself, “But weren’t we going to 
do that anyway?” when something new would appear to 
be working its way into the plan. But before long, 
through surveys, Session retreats, College of Elders and 
Deacons’ meetings, and the input of the congregation at 
large, we put together a plan that would carry us all the 
way to the far-off time of the end of 2017. 

I remember that it was a lot of work, a lot of                                 
collaboration, and a lot of discernment, all coupled with 
occasionally dragging others along (or being dragged 
along myself). But eventually what emerged was a 
roadmap. We were able to identify priorities, to label 
some liabilities, and to get a sense of where God was        
calling us to go. The end result is what you have seen: we 
have grown staff to support our children’s and youth  
programs. We engaged in the Standing and Serving for  
Generations capital campaign to address our antiquated 
HVAC systems and decaying boiler pipes – and I know I 
point this out all the time because it’s so extraordinary 
for a congregation to demand it: We retired debt. We 
have worked to foster engagement in the life of the              
congregation – that work will go on.   

That five-year window will conclude soon and your     
Session has begun a process, beginning with the retreat 
the Session just had, that will lead to our next strategic 
plan. You will soon begin hearing more about that. 

But before we go to that, I want to point something out: 
through all of this, God, our creator, has always been the 
primary actor. There is not one thing we have done that 
is not through the gracious generosity of God to us.                
Indeed, one of my favorite rabbinical tales is that on the 
last day of creation, God intentionally left the world 
slightly undone so that we could always participate in the 

Political Concerns Continue to 
Take Stage in February  

Our series on “People in Faith Engaging in Politics” will look at 
the Presbyterian Church (USA)’s stance on national and                   
international issues on Feb. 5, followed on Feb. 12 by a lesson on 
discernment on how to employ Christian civil discourse in the 
political sphere.  

In the following two weeks, the group will look at Christian    
education—trends and models for adult faith formation in the 
larger church on Feb. 19, and a special session with parents of 
our confirmands and other adults on what confirmation means as 
a touchstone for a lifelong journey of faith. 

Each of these sessions will take place in Room 201 at 9:45 a.m. 
Sunday mornings and your presence at any or all of these                   
discussions is welcomed. 
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Morningside Milestones 

 Our congratulations to Magan and Daniel Ward on the baptism of their daughter Emma Kate in our Sanctuary Jan. 22. 

 We also congratulate newlyweds James Klotz and Patrick McComas who were married in our Sanctuary Jan. 7,                   
dodging the threat of an ice-out. James has returned to Princeton Seminary to continue his doctoral studies, and where 
he has just been named to lead the seminary’s handbell choir. 

 Our Christian sympathies go to Carol Hipp Southwood and the Hipp and Southwood families on the elevation of her 
father Fred Hipp to the Church Triumphant. Our Christian sympathies also go out to Deacon Joe Brady and his family 
on the entry of his mother Jean Taylor Brady to the Church Triumphant on Jan. 30. 

 More photo days for the Morningside Picture Directory. LifeTouch Studios will be here Feb. 1-5 and again Feb. 8-12 
to take family or individual portraits. Make your reservation via our website or at church on Sundays. 

 Morningside received a thank-you letter from Thornwell Home for Children for the $60.25 our kids collected in their 
‘Thornwell Turkey’ coin banks. Our youngsters also put together and delivered 14 toiletry kits to InTown                    
Collaborative Ministries patrons just before the holidays. Our Children’s Ministries worked diligently in 2016 to find 
meaningful ways for our kids to experience serving others and will continue this year with projects including the Mar. 
5 Hunger Walk. 

 The children of Morningside Presbyterian Preschool planted a dogwood tree on our property on Jan. 18 as a gift in 
celebration of MPP’s fifteenth anniversary, singing happy birthday to the school and helping fill in the hole. They’ll 
assist with watering in the months ahead. MPC Landscaper Mary Chapman helped select and locate the right spot for 
the tree, donated by All South Landscaping.   

 The Morningside 2016 Congregational and Corporation Annual Meeting was held after worship on Jan. 29. Copies of 
the complete 2016 MPC Annual Report are available to take home in the Narthex, Welcome Center and online. 

   Lent Is Coming --  So Here Come the Pancakes! 

By the end of this month—even though we could still see snow, ice, wind and rain—we’ll start to see signs of God’s 
spring renewal of the earth. Before we can celebrate the glories of Easter, though, we will go through the quiet 40-day    
season of Lent. 

There’s one last celebration before we enter Lent with our reflective Ash Wednesday service at 7 p.m. Mar. 1 in our  
Sanctuary – the pajama-clad fun of our annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper in Fellowship Hall at 5:30-6:45 p.m.               
Tuesday, Feb. 28. 

Originally created to use up kitchen supplies you weren’t supposed to consume during Lent once you’d confessed your sins 
to the priest and been ‘shriven,’ Shrove Tuesday feasts in northern Europe and the British Isles hit upon pancakes as a            
perfect way to get rid of butter, milk and eggs. Further south, that tradition led to the name “Fat Tuesday,” or in French, 
“Mardi Gras”. Whatever you want to call it, everyone is invited to come to church on Shrove Tuesday, eat pancakes and 
sausage and all the fixings. Only the kids are invited to wear their PJs, though. 

Bill Packard, The Magic Man, will return to delight kids and adults with his tricks and antics. Everyone’s encouraged to 
bring NEW pajamas, socks and underwear for THREADS, a children’s ministry of All-Saints Episcopal Church. Beginning 
Sunday, Feb. 26, we will distribute banks for the children to collect coins for the Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta – an 
offering we present on Palm Sunday.  

Volunteer! Come work one, two or three shifts: prep from 4-5:30 p.m.; greet and serve from 5:15-6:45 or help clean up 
from 6:30 p.m. until done. Go to SignUp Genius (http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090945A4AF29A46-shrove) to 
volunteer. Contact Kelly Anderson (kanderson118@gmail.com) with questions. Kelly also asks you to RSVP for this event 
by Thursday, Feb. 23, at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090945a4af29a46-rsvp.  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090945a4af29a46-rsvp
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  America’s Got Talent—Come Discover How Much of It Belongs to Morningside 

If you’ve been around this church long enough, you 
might remember a talent show 20-some-odd years ago, 
or member art offered for sale at a silent auction or two,                      
certainly our now-annual Morningside Sings galas – but 
you’ve never seen anything here quite like our upcoming 
Morningside Arts Showcase and Café. 

The free showcase in Fellowship Hall Saturday, Feb. 18, 
has two major components. First is a Morningside Gal-
lery opening at 6 p.m., featuring works in many media 
from artists among our congregation. Included will be 
ceramics, paintings, 3-D sculpture, architectural models 
and a display of  photographs created by our youth. We 
have a master goldsmith?  Yes, and his amazing works 
will be highlighted, too. 

The other component is the Arts Café. All ages are                 
invited to come in, enjoy coffee or hot cinnamon cider 
and dessert, and visit with friends and neighbors while 
being entertained by musicians both well-known and 
surprise, offering works from musical theater, pop and 
other styles, as well as artists of the spoken word and 
maybe a dancer or two. The entertainment begins at 7 
p.m. under the leadership of master of ceremonies Alex 
Page, who’ll also bring his violin to bust out a rockin’ 
sound. During intermission, Alex will introduce the     
Gallery artists and encourage the audience to inspect 
their works and chat with the makers. The café will 
close at 9 p.m. 

The logo for what is planned to be only the first               
of a series of showcases was designed by Patrick                     
McComas, winner of a design competition we launched 
in December. Julie Green, Events chairperson for our 
Worship and the Arts Ministries, thanks everyone who 
submitted designs. 

If you are interested in performing in the Arts Café,                
contact Julie at greenjulie72@gmail.com. Or come out 
for this inaugural event and begin thinking about what 
you’d like to exhibit in the 2018 edition of the                       
Morningside Arts Showcase.  

Patrick McComas’s winning design highlights the arts, crafts and 

refreshment components of the Morningside Arts Showcase. 

 Music Ministries Sponsors Choir Visit, Music in Worship Workshops 

We’ll welcome musical guests to our Sanctuary during worship on Sunday, Feb. 19, as the Myers Park Baptist Youth 
Choir visits Atlanta. Before coming to Morningside Presbyterian, Dr. Jonathan Crutchfield directed the Myers Park 
choral program. 

The MPBC  youth choir is a musical community of students in grades 6-12 who enjoy a wide variety of music including 
classical, secular, folk hymns, spirituals, gospel, and global ethnic music. The Youth Choir has performed fully staged 
productions of Godspell and Cotton Patch Gospel. Several years’ events have included participation at Festival by the Sea 
Youth Choir weekend at Myrtle Beach. Regional and national mission and singing tours have included Washington, 
D.C., New York City, South Carolina and Georgia. 

Interested in the ways music can enhance the workshop experience? Morningside and Central Presbyterian will join to 
present a series of worships the weekend of Mar. 10-11 on this subject. Everyone is invited! Watch for details. 

mailto:greenjulie72@gmail.com


 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 1 
8:15 Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. Music for 
Preschoolers 
5:45 p.m. Children’s 
Choir Rehearsal 
7:30 p.m.                       
Chancel Choir 
 

2 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:15 a.m. Musical 
Trio 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
1 p.m. Playball 
6 p.m. Night Yoga 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

3 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:30 a.m. Creative 
Movement 
1 p.m. Karate 

4 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 

 

 
 
 
 
 

5 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and  
Conversation 
9:45 a.m. Faith                       
Development/             
Confirmation 
11 a.m. Worship/                
Communion/ Children’s 
Sunday School                       
(PreK-Kinder) 
12 noon. Fellowship 
12:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall 
Renovation Committee 
Meeting 
4:30 p.m. Youth Choir   
5 p.m. Youth Committee 

6 
9 a.m. MPP 
12 noon. Arts and 
Crafts Guild  
1 p.m. Ballet for  
Preschoolers 
7 p.m. Mandolin  
Society/ Children’s 
Ministry Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. Mini Monet 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Preschool       
Committee Meeting/ 
Theology on Tap 

7:30 p.m. MLPA Zoning 

 
 
 

8 
8:15 Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. Music for 
Preschoolers 
5:45 p.m. Children’s 
Choir Rehearsal 
7 p.m. Wells Knitting 
Group 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
12:30 p.m. Poetry 
Group 
1 p.m. Playball 
6 p.m. Night Yoga 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

10 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:30 a.m. Creative 
Movement 
1 p.m. Karate 
6 p.m. Rebecca's Tent 

7 p.m. Couples Group 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

11 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 

10 a.m. ICM Food Pantry 

6 p.m. Rebecca's Tent 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

12 
8:45 a.m. Second Sunday 
Worship Service 
9:45 a.m. Faith                        
Development 
11 a.m. Worship/                  
Children’s Sunday School 
(PreK-5th) 
12 noon. Fellowship 
12:30 p.m. Deacons  
4:30 p.m. Youth Choir 
5 p.m. Youth Group 
6 p.m. Rebecca's Tent 

13 
8:30 a.m. MLPA 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. Ballet for  
Preschoolers 
7 p.m. Mandolin   
Society 
7:30 p.m. MLPA 

14 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. Mini Monet 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
 

 

 

15 
7 a.m. Men’s                 
Breakfast (offsite) 
8:15 a.m. Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP  
10:30 a.m. Dobbs 
Reading 
1 p.m. Music for 
Preschoolers 
5:45 p.m. Children’s 
Choir 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

16 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
12:30 p.m. Third 
Thursday Theological 
Throwdown 
1 p.m. Playball 
7 p.m. Girl Scouts 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

17 
MPP Closed 
 

 

18 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 

6 p.m. Gallery Opening 

7 p.m. Arts Cafe 

 

19 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and  
Conversation 
9:45 a.m. Faith                 
Development/ New            
Member Class 
11 a.m. Worship/            
Children’s Sunday School 
(PreK-3rd) 
12 noon. Fellowship 
12:30 p.m. Young Adult 
Luncheon/RHO Readers 
2 p.m. Daisy Girl Scout 
4:30 p.m. Youth Choir 
5 p.m. Youth Group 

20 
MPP Closed 
12 noon. Arts and 
Crafts Guild  
7 p.m. Mandolin   
Society 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 

MPP Closed 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 Parkinson’s Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Session 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22 

8:15 a.m. Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MPP Music 
5:45 p.m. Children’s 
Choir 
7 p.m. Wells Knitting 
Group 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir  
 
 
 
 
 

23 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
1 p.m. Playball 
6 p.m. Night Yoga 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

24 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:30 a.m. Creative 
Movement 
1 p.m. Karate 

25 
7:30 a.m. Habitat Build 

9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 

4 p.m. Youth Parent 
Happy Hour (offsite) 
6 p.m. MPP Fiesta 
(offisite) 
 
 

 
 
 
 

26 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and  
Conversation 
9:45 a.m. Faith                        
Development 
11 a.m. Children’s Sunday 
School (PreK-5th) 
12 noon. Fellowship 
2 p.m. Girl Scout Event 
4:30 p.m. Youth Choir 
5 p.m. Youth Group 
 

27 
9 a.m. MPP  
1 p.m. Ballet for  
Preschoolers 
6:30 p.m. Women’s 
Roundtable 
7 p.m. Mandolin                 
Society/                             
Parliamentarians 
 
(MPP BOOK FAIR 
BEGINS) 

28 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. Mini Monets 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
5:30 p.m. Shrove                     
Tuesday 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
(MPP BOOK FAIR 
CONTINUES) 
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Connect! 

      Women, Men, Readers, Seniors -- Morningside Groups Gear Up for 2017  

Women’s Roundtable will return from a winter hiatus 
this month, with their first meeting of 2017 on Monday, 
Feb. 27, at 6:30 p.m. They’ll welcome as speaker Sara                
Totonchi, Executive Director at the Southern Center for 
Human Rights, and her topic will be social justice. SCHR 
is a nonprofit, public interest law firm dedicated to 
providing legal representation to people facing the death 
penalty, challenging human rights violations in prison and 
jails, seeking through litigation and advocacy to improve 
legal representation for poor people accused of crimes, 
and much more. Women members and their friends are 
invited to come out for good food, good wine and great 
conversation. This month’s host will be Sanda Means 
(1071 McLynn Ave. 30306). RSVP to Sarah Brownlee 
(rsbrownlee1046@att.net). 

Theology on Tap continues a series of discussions called 
‘tough texts’ from the monthly worship lectionary.  
Men and their guests are invited to the home of Ken 
Sharpe (1700 Timberland Rd. 30345) for dinner at 7 
p.m. hosted by Philip Hawkins before the discussion led 

by Baron Mullis. RSVP to the church office. 

Our eclectic co-ed reading group, the RHO Readers,              
invites anyone who’s read or simply wants to talk about the 
giant best-selling nonfiction work Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. 
Vance to join them in the Session Room, Sunday, Feb. 19, 
at 12:30 p.m. Carol Senf, who grew up in one of the towns 
profiled in the book, will lead the conversation. Jill Klotz, 
who chairs the group, also invites suggestions for future 
reads to set the calendar for the year. Contact Jill at                
wageworth@aol.com. 

Our One Gray Hair group (you’re welcome if you have at 
least one) devoted their January meeting to a tour of the 
stained-glass windows at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. 
Their bi-monthly luncheon-and-program meeting format 
will return in March. The knitters and stitchers for our 
Arts and Crafts Guild also welcome newcomers to join 
them to work and chat in the Session Room at noon on 
Feb. 6 and 20. 

Opportunities Abound to Serve Others, Help Yourself  This Month 

Decatur’s very own Little Shop of Stories will stock Morningside Presbyterian Preschool Book Fair Monday-Thursday, 
Feb. 27-Mar. 2. The Book Fair will be open in the Youth Center (Room 107) during school hours each day - but contact 
Director Melinda Sandkam if you would like to shop at another time. 
Thirty percent of the proceeds will go to MPP to purchase classroom 
books. So, buy, buy, buy - for children, grandchildren, nieces,                   
nephews, and neighbors. (Books make great birthday presents.) The 
MPP Outreach Committee supports Gigi’s Playhouse, a nonprofit 
organization that offers free therapeutic and educational programming 
to individuals with Down syndrome and their families. When you are 
purchasing your books, think about adding a book for Gigi’s                     
Playhouse, too.  

Even in our immediate area, there are low-income and homeless               
people who are hungry. Now is the time to consider volunteering 
with InTown Collaborative Ministries (ICM) Food Pantry. Recently, 
the location moved to McIver Hall behind Druid Hills Presbyterian 
(1026 Ponce de Leon). Morningside's next turn to help distribute 
food is Saturday, Feb. 11, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Laura Ulep  (lauraulep@gmail.com or 843.607.3980) is your contact to sign 
up or answer questions.  

Spring is Habitat for Humanity time at Morningside. Our 2017 build, for which we join with five other congregations, 
will begin Saturday, Feb. 25. Our volunteer coordinator Adrienne Mogge and the Mission team will be recruiting our 
willing workers—watch for more information.  

We’re smiling, but this is the final Pick-a-Pan meal for 
Journey Shelter, which closed the end of November.  

mailto:rsbrownlee1046@att.net
mailto:wageworth@aol.com
mailto:lauraulep@gmail.com
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Session News 

          Your Session at Work:  January 17 Meeting  
(Find a complete list of our church officers, their committee          
assignments and church staff at http://www.morningsidepc.org /
leaders.  Session minutes, once approved, are on file and available for 
review in the church office.) 

 It’s the time of year when planning takes the forefront. 
Session was pleased to receive a comprehensive strate-
gic plan for Morningside Presbyterian Preschool which 
will take MPP programs through 2019. 

Also, we’re in the final year of our church’s overall 
strategic plan, Vision 2017. Jeff Peters, new leader of 
our Planning team, is working with a core group of 
members to create a “planning plan,” which also 
formed the backbone of the 2017 Session retreat, held 
Jan. 28. One thing is certain—everyone in our              
congregation will  have an opportunity to express  
opinions, desires and even concerns before a new plan 
is presented for approval. 

 New leader for Youth Ministries, Catherine Fleming, 
noted that plans were moving forward for both High 
School (Montreat) and Middle School (Massanetta) 
summer retreats, as well as a spring getaway. The  
committee is considering various ideas to help the 
youth raise funds for these trips, as we don’t want any 
youth to be left behind due to cost. Youth also will  
support the Hunger Walk Mar. 5, along with our 
younger children.  

 Thank you, thank you for the last-minute gifts and 
pledge payments at the end of the year which not only 
made up our shortfall for 2016, but also left us with a 
small surplus. However, as Commitment Ministries 
reported in their wrap-up for the 2016 pledging season, 
we are still short of our hoped-for amount. The Finance 
team worked with other ministries to fine-tune (read: 
cut) teams’ requests for funding and complete the 

budget that was presented at the annual meeting Jan. 
29. Two areas not affected were our budgets for          
Mission Ministries (held at the actual 2016                 
expenditure level) and Human Resources, so that               
we can fill our open positions on staff. By the way, 
don’t think it is too late to turn in a 2017 pledge. 
We’d love it! 

 What’s in a name? Session’s Congregational Nurture 
Ministries became Events Ministries to reflect the  
Deacons’ growing role in providing congregational 
care. Now the team has been renamed Fellowship 
Ministries. Team leader Sandra Ward and Office     
Administrator Alicia Oben are working to locate more 
volunteers for after-worship refreshments and                     
congregational lunches. (Here’s a plug: what you need 
to be is well-organized and documented—dare to get 
a group together and sign up.) Sandra also presented 
financials for our quarterly congregational lunches and 
recommend we reduce the number to twice yearly, 
each with a theme or purpose. This will not only           
reduce the cost to the church but also wear-and-tear 
on our volunteers. She’s lined up our reservation at 
William Black Lodge for the annual fall retreat—save 
Oct. 20-22 for this meaningful and fun weekend. 

 Susan Oder, our Worship and the Arts Ministries 
chair, reported that 45 individuals attend our first            
Second Sunday @ 8:45—encouraging given that it was 
a new program and the weather that snowy, icy             
weekend was unpredictable. Attendance at the later 
service was not affected, so our hopes are high that the 
new service will meet needs of those who’ve been 
hard-pressed to attend worship at 11 a.m.                                

     Daisy Ottmann 
     Clerk of Session 

 

Prayer Concerns 
Members of our community have asked for individual prayer. To be on the prayer list—public or private—use prayer 

cards found in the pew racks or speak with Baron. Morningside Messenger will carry the list from the most recent weekly 

Life@ insert:  Sue Blouin, Patricia Boyko, Joe Brady, Keri Catlett, Ann Coffey, Connie Crowley, Brenda Fishpaw, Sandra 
Fortson, Walter Gilbert, Kat Harris, Ann Herndon, Charlotte Hudson, Friends and relatives of Linda Johnson, Gayle Jones, Jan 
McMahan, Nancy Miles, Lin Parker, Karen Peterson and family, Bev Reed, Regnault family, Carlene Sauer, Beth Klotz Von 
Seggern,  Marlie Ann Senf, Carol and Bill Southwood, Robert Stack, Shannon Miller and Doug Strain, Mary Turner, Kimberly 
Vaughan, Wells family, Marty Wender, Dr. Nathaniel West,  Baby Oliver Whiddon, Evelyn Wimberly, John Young. 

http://www.morningsidepc.org%20/leaders
http://www.morningsidepc.org%20/leaders
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BackWords 

Candler Event Will Address Faith Response to Georgia’s Death-Penalty Record 

Noted author and activist Shane Claiborne will explore “Executing Grace in Georgia: A Faithful Discussion About the 
Death Penalty” concerning how people of faith and conscience can change the conversation about justice, mercy, and                 
forgiveness in the state, which executed nine inmates in 2016, more than any other state in the nation.  

Claiborne will appear Friday, Feb. 3, at Glenn Memorial United Methodist Church on Emory’s campus at 7:00 p.m. Local 
guests, including former inmates, family members, and legislative advocates, will also speak. The event is free and open to 
the public, but registration is required to ensure seating. Here’s the link to register for the Emory appearance (as well as 
two others in the state): https://form.jotform.com/63484013337958.  His tour is sponsored by the Candler School of 
Theology in cooperation with units of Emory and Mercer universities, Columbia Theological Seminary, Faith in Public 
Life, Georgians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty (GFADP), and the Southern Center for Human Rights. 

The discussion will be based on Claiborne’s latest book, Executing Grace: How the Death Penalty Killed Jesus and Why It’s 
Killing Us. In it, he unpacks the issue of the death penalty through biblical analysis, church history and narrative                             
storytelling, challenging Christians and non-Christians alike to abandon the death penalty once and for all, and adopt a plan 
of true justice. 

Third-year MDiv student Sophie Callahan, who serves as co-president of Candler’s Social Concerns Network, says that the 
organization chose to address the death penalty because Georgia’s execution rate is the highest in the nation, even though 
the state is part of the “Bible Belt”. 

Claiborne serves as co-director of Red Letter Christians, a movement of Christians committed to living out the lifestyle 
prescribed in the Gospels. He’s also the founder of The Simple Way, a faith community in inner-city Philadelphia that has 
helped to birth and connect faith communities around the world. His ministry experience varies from a 10-week stint 
working alongside Mother Teresa in Calcutta to a year spent serving a wealthy mega-congregation at Willow Creek                
Community Church outside Chicago. 
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