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CARROLLTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER
SERVICE OF LIGHT
GREETING AND INTRODUCTION
Grace and peace from Jesus Christ our Lord.
And also with you.
Hear the Word of God: In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God
The light of Christ is the light of all people.
The light shines in the darkness,
And the darkness will not overcome it.
OPENING PRAYER
LIGHTING THE PASCHAL CANDLE
The light of Christ rises in glory,
casting out the shadow of sin and death.
PROCESSION INTO THE CHURCH

Amazing Grace

EASTER PROCLAMATION
Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels!
Exult, all creation around God’s throne!
Jesus Christ our King is risen!
Sound the trumpet of salvation!
Rejoice, heavenly powers!
Sing, choirs of angels!
Jesus Christ our King is risen!
Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor,
radiant in the brightness of your King!
Christ has conquered! Glory ﬁlls you!
Darkness vanishes forever!
Rejoice, heavenly powers!
Sing, choirs of angels!
Jesus Christ our King is risen!
Rejoice, O mother church! Exult in glory!
The risen Savior shines upon you!
Let this place resound with joy,
echoing the mighty song of all God’s people!
Rejoice, heavenly powers!
Sing, choirs of angels!
Jesus Christ our King is risen!
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

RENUNCIATIONS
Do you renounce all evil, and powers in the world which defy God’s righteousness and love?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that separate you from the love of God?
I renounce them.
Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Lord and Savior?
I do.
Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing his love, to your life’s end?
I will, with God’s help.
PROFESSION
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruciﬁed, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
AN ACT OF REMEMBRANCE
HYMN

Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks

DISMISSAL
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The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves
dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
HYMN

Jesus Loves Me
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PRAYER
GOSPEL READING
John 20: 1-18
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, may Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had
been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and
said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and
the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter
and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then
Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had
been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who
reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he
must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes.
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in
white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. The said to her, “Woman,
why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.”
When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing here, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said
to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him,
“Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!”
She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your
Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she
them that he had said these things to her.
MEDITATION ON THE SCRIPTURES
HYMN

Baptized in Water
SERVICE OF REAFFIRMAITON OF THE BAPTISM COVENANT
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that with full devotion of heart,
and mind and voice we should praise the invisible God and the only Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, by his precious blood, redeemed us from
bondage to ancient sin. For this indeed is the Paschal Feast in which the
true Lamb is slain, by whose blood the doorposts of the faithful are made holy.
Rejoice, Heavenly powers!
Sing, choirs of angels!
Jesus Christ our King is risen!
This is the night, in which, in ancient times, you delivered our
forebearers, the children of Israel, and led them, dry-shod, through the
sea. This is the night in which the darkness of sin has been purged away
by the rising brightness. This is the night in which all who believe in
Christ are restored in holiness. This is the night in which, breaking the
chains of death, Christ arises from hell in triumph. O night truly blessed,
which alone was worthy to know the time and hour in which Christ rose
again from hell!
Rejoice, heavenly powers!
Sing, choirs of angels!
Jesus Christ our King is risen!
This is the night of which it is written: “The night is as clear as the day,”
and “Then shall my night be turned into day.” The holiness of this night
puts to flight the deed of wickedness; washes away sin; restores
innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who mourn; casts out hate;
brings peace; and humbles earthly pride.
Rejoice, heavenly powers!
Sing, choirs of angels!
Jesus Christ our King is risen!
Therefore, in this night of grace, receive, O God, our praise and
thanksgiving for the light of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ,
reflected in the burning of this candle . . .
Amen.
( Please place your unlit candle and it's holder in the communion cup holder on the back of each pew.)

SCRIPTURE SENTENCES

SERVICE OF READINGS

PROFESSION OF FAITH

OLD TESTAMENT
FIRST READING:

The Story of Creation
Genesis 1:1-2:4a

Mary Anne Taylor

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there
be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the
darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was
morning, the first day.

PRAYER
And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” So
God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the
dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.
And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.”
And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And
God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees
of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants
yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.
And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let them be for
signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the
earth.” And it was so. God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule
the night—and the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day
and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was
evening and there was morning, the fourth day.
And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the
dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with
which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them,
saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there
was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.
And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild
animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the
cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over
the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and
over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” So God created humankind in his image, in the image of
God he created them; male and female he created them. God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful
and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the
air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.”
God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree
with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and
to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for
food.” And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening
and there was morning, the sixth day.
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day God finished the
work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. So God blessed the
seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. These are
the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

FOURTH READING
Jonah 1 : 1-2 : 10
Angie Brayon
Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai, saying, “Go at once to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against
it; for their wickedness has come up before me.” But Jonah set out to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. He went
down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid his fare and went on board, to go with them to Tarshish, away
from the presence of the Lord.
But the Lord hurled a great wind upon the sea, and such a mighty storm came upon the sea that the ship threatened to
break up. Then the mariners were afraid, and each cried to his god. They threw the cargo that was in the ship into the sea,
to lighten it for them. Jonah, meanwhile, had gone down into the hold of the ship and had lain down, and was fast asleep.
The captain came and said to him, “What are you doing sound asleep? Get up, call on your god! Perhaps the god will spare
us a thought so that we do not perish.” The sailors said to one another, “Come, let us cast lots, so that we may know on whose
account this calamity has come upon us.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. Then they said to him, “Tell us why this
calamity has come upon us. What is your occupation? Where do you come from? What is your country? And of what
people are you?” “I am a Hebrew,” he replied. “I worship the Lord, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.”
Then the men were even more afraid, and said to him, “What is this that you have done!” For the men knew that he was
fleeing from the presence of the Lord, because he had told them so.
Then they said to him, “What shall we do to you, that the sea may quiet down for us?” For the sea was growing more and
more tempestuous. He said to them, “Pick me up and throw me into the sea; then the sea will quiet down for you; for I know
it is because of me that this great storm has come upon you.” Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring the ship back to
land, but they could not, for the sea grew more and more stormy against them. Then they cried out to the Lord, “Please, O
Lord, we pray, do not let us perish on account of this man’s life. Do not make us guilty of innocent blood; for you, O Lord,
have done as it pleased you.” So they picked Jonah up and threw him into the sea; and the sea ceased from its raging. Then
the men feared the Lord even more, and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows. But the Lord provided a large
fish to swallow up Jonah; and Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.
Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the belly of the fish, saying, “I called to the Lord out of my distress, and he
answered me; out of the belly of Sheol I cried, and you heard my voice. You cast me into the deep, into the heart of the seas,
and the flood surrounded me; all your waves and your billows passed over me. Then I said, ‘I am driven away from your
sight; how shall I look again upon your holy temple?’ The waters closed in over me; the deep surrounded me; weeds were
wrapped around my head at the roots of the mountains. I went down to the land whose bars closed upon me forever; yet
you brought up my life from the Pit, O Lord my God. As my life was ebbing away, I remembered the Lord; and my prayer
came to you, into your holy temple. Then the Lord spoke to the fish, and it spewed Jonah out upon the dry land.
HYMN

God of the Sparrow
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PRAYER
NEW TESTAMENT READINGS
EPISTLE
Romans 6: 3-11
Jeff Branyon
Do you know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been
buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too
might walk in newness of life.
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We
know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be
enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live
with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.

for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and
the earth.

Great Is Thy Faithfulness

HYMN
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THIRD READING:

Israel’s Deliverance at the Red Sea
Exodus 14:10-31

Mary Anne Taylor

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear
the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, ‘Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you
have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the
very thing we told you in Egypt, “Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians”? For it would have been better for
us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.’ But Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid, stand firm,
and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you
shall never see again. The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.’
Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But you lift up your
staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground.
Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself
over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the
Lord, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.’
The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud
moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of
Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all
night.
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and
turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the
waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after
them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and
cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot
wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is
fighting for them against Egypt.’
Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the
Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.’ So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the
sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The
waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed
them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters
forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.
Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel
saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed in the
Lord and in his servant Moses.

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah
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PRAYER
SECOND READING:

PRAYER

HYMN

How Great Thou Art

HYMN

The Flood
Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13

Mimi Gentry

Then the Lord said to Noah, ‘Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen that you alone are
righteous before me in this generation. Take with you seven pairs of all clean animals, the male and its mate; and
a pair of the animals that are not clean, the male and its mate; and seven pairs of the birds of the air also, male and
female, to keep their kind alive on the face of all the earth. For in seven days I will send rain on the earth for forty
days and forty nights; and every living thing that I have made I will blot out from the face of the ground.’ And
Noah did all that the Lord had commanded him.
In the six-hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on that day
all the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows of the heavens were opened. The rain fell on the
earth for forty days and forty nights. On the very same day Noah with his sons, Shem and Ham and Japheth, and
Noah’s wife and the three wives of his sons, entered the ark, they and every wild animal of every kind, and all
domestic animals of every kind, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and every bird of every
kind—every bird, every winged creature. They went into the ark with Noah, two and two of all flesh in which
there was the breath of life. And those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded
him; and the Lord shut him in.
The flood continued for forty days on the earth; and the waters increased, and bore up the ark, and it rose high
above the earth. The waters swelled and increased greatly on the earth; and the ark floated on the face of the
waters.
At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made and sent out the raven; and it
went to and fro until the waters were dried up from the earth. Then he sent out the dove from him, to see if the
waters had subsided from the face of the ground; but the dove found no place to set its foot, and it returned to him
to the ark, for the waters were still on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took it and brought it
into the ark with him. He waited another seven days, and again he sent out the dove from the ark; and the dove
came back to him in the evening, and there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf; so Noah knew that the
waters had subsided from the earth. Then he waited another seven days, and sent out the dove; and it did not
return to him any more.
In the six hundred and first year, in the first month, on the first day of the month, the waters were dried up from
the earth; and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and saw that the face of the ground was drying.
In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was dry. Then God said to Noah, ‘Go out
of the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons’ wives with you. Bring out with you every living thing
that is with you of all flesh—birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth—so that they
may abound on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.’ So Noah went out with his sons and his wife
and his sons’ wives.
Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ‘As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your
descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every
animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again
shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.’ God
said, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you,

