
 

First Presbyterian Church of Naples 
In the Heart of Naples with the Love of God: 

we worship, we love, we grow, we serve 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
October 13, 2019 

LITURGY BULLETIN 



 

THE TIME OF GATHERING   
   

The Prelude                                   Schmücke dich, o liebe Seele                                      J. S. Bach  
                                            (Deck Thyself, My Soul, With Gladness)                                                                                     
 

Welcome and Life Together                                                                                     Rev. Rex Childs   
 

SERVICE OF PREPARATION 
 

*Call to Worship (from Psalm 66) 

 Leader:  Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth. 
 People:  We will sing to the glory of God’s name! 
 Leader:  Let us give glorious praise to the Lord. 
 People:  We will proclaim the Lord’s awesome deeds! 
 Leader:  Come to see and hear what God has done. 
 All:  Let us worship God! 
    

*Hymn of Praise #41         O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!                                    Lyons 
 

1. O worship the King, all glorious above! 
 O gratefully sing God’s power and God’s love; 
 our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
 pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

 

2. O tell of God’s might, O sing of God’s grace, 
 whose robe is the light, whose canopy space, 
 whose chariots of wrath the deep thunder clouds form,  
 and bright is God’s path on the wings of the storm. 

 

3. The earth with its store of wonders untold, 
 Almighty, your power has founded of old; 
 established it fast by a changeless decree, 
 and round it has cast, like a mantel, the sea. 

 

4. Your bountiful care what tongue can recite? 
 It breathes in the air; it shines in the light; 
 it streams from the hills; it descends to the plain,  
 and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

 

5. Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
 in you do we trust, nor find you to fail; 
 your mercies how tender, how firm to the end, 
 our Maker, Defender, Redeemer and Friend. 

 

Call to Confession      
 

Prayer of Confession                                                                                                 
All: Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to 
 undo. Forgive what our lips tremble to name and what our hearts can no longer 
 bear. Set us free from a past that we cannot change; open to us a future in which we 
 can be changed; and grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and 
 image; through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. 
 

A Moment for Silent Confession 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Congregational response                   There Is a Redeemer                                       Melody Green   
     All:   There is a redeemer, Jesus, God’s own Son;  
  precious Lamb of God, Messiah, Holy One.  
  Thank you, O my Father, for giving us your Son, 
  and leaving your Spirit till the work on Earth is done. 
         

Declaration of Forgiveness                                                                                              
Leader: Hear the good news! Do not fear, says the Lord, for I have redeemed you. I have called 
 you by name; you are mine. God is doing a new thing; now it springs forth! By the grace 
 of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  

 All:        Thanks be to God! 
 

*Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the     
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen!  Amen! 

 

Children’s Time                                       Nancy Van Fleet 
 

THE WORD 
Prayer for Illumination                                                                                            Saralene Oldham 

Loving God, fountain of every blessing, open us to your life-giving word, and fill us with your 
Holy Spirit so that living water may flow through our hearts – a spring of hope for a thirsty world; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen! 

 

First Reading                                                 Psalm 46                                      Pew Bible Page 450 
Our first reading this morning comes from Psalm 46. Hear now what the Spirit is saying to the 
Church. 
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  

2
Therefore we will not fear, 

though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;  
3
though 

its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
4
There is a river whose 

streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High.  
5
God is in the midst of 

the city; it shall not be moved; God will help it when the morning dawns.  
6
The nations are in an 

uproar, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts.  
7
The Lord of hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our refuge.  
8
Come, behold the works of the Lord; see what desolations he 

has brought on the earth. 
9
He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow, 

and shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire. 
10

“Be still, and know that I am God! I am 
exalted among the nations, I am exalted in the earth.”  

11
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God 

of Jacob is our refuge.  
         Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
         All:        Thanks be to God. 
 

Response                                                    Ubi caritas                                           Taizé Community 
                                                                 (Live in Charity)                                                       
 

Second Reading                                      Luke 15:25-32                                Pew Bible Page 850 
Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and 
dancing. 

26 
He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 

27 
He replied, ‘Your brother has 

come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 
28 

Then 
he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 

29 
But he 

answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have 
never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might 
celebrate with my friends. 

30 
But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property 

with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 
31 

Then the father
  
said to him, ‘Son, you are always 

with me, and all that is mine is yours. 
32 

But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of 
yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’ 
    Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

         All:        Thanks be to God. 



 

Sermon                                                   “Who Is Our God?                          Dr. Winston Lawson 
 

Hymn #649                      Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound                       Amazing Grace 
  

 1. Amazing grace! how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me! 
  I once was lost, but now am found, was blind but now I see. 
 

 2. ‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved. 
  How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed! 
 

 3. Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come. 
  ‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 
 

 4. The Lord has promised good to me; his word my hope secures. 
  He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures. 
 

 5. When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, 
  we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun. 
 

*Affirmation of Faith (from A Brief Statement of Faith—PCUSA 1983) 
 

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the 
Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve…We trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, 
sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor and binds us together 
with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church.  The same Spirit who inspired  
the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, 
engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, 
feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men  
to all ministries of the Church.  In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage 
to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, 
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.  In gratitude to God, empowered 
by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, 
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”  
With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Glory be to the Father,  
and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer                                                     Rev. Rex Childs 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings    

Like the son in our story, all we have comes from our gracious parent, God. As a sign of our 
gratitude we are called to return a portion of what we have been given. So, let us now return to 
God the offering of our lives and the gifts of the earth. We will now receive the morning offering. 

 

The Offertory                                          The Lord is My Light                              Frances Allitsen 
  

*The Doxology  
     Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all creatures here below;  
     Praise him above ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen 



 

*Prayer of Dedication 
God of new life, we bring our offerings and our hearts to you this day as a symbol of our faith. 
We seek your renewing Spirit so that we can make new beginnings with openness and trust. 
Help us to be open to new ways of seeing, to new avenues of acting, and to a renewal of our 
relationships, so that we can join you in making all things new. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen! 

      

GOING FORTH  
 

 *Hymn of Commitment #366    Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                                   Hyfrydol 
 

1. Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heaven to earth come down, 
 fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown. 
 Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; 
 visit us with thy salvation; enter every trembling heart. 

 

2. Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit into every troubled breast; 
 let us all in thee inherit; let us find the promised rest. 
 Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be; 
 end of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty. 

 

3. Come, Almighty to deliver, let us all thy life receive; 
 suddenly return, and never, nevermore thy temples leave. 
 Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, 
 Pray, and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. 

 

4. Finish then thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be; 
 let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee: 
 changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place, 
 till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 
*Commission and Benediction 
                                              

Postlude                                                          Pisgah                                      American Folk Tune 
                                                                                                                                 arr. Dale Wood 
              

 
Dr. Winston Lawson 

We welcome back the Reverend Dr. Winston Lawson to the pulpit this morning.  Dr. Lawson is an 
honorably retired Presbyterian minister who most recently served as pastor for fourteen years in 
the Greater Atlanta Presbytery at the Hillside Presbyterian Church.  He is a graduate of Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary and a native of Jamaica.  He now lives in Ft. Myers with his wife, Verona. 
                                                                 
                  

Assisting 
Ushers: Jack Marsh (head usher), Barbarann Budd, Paul and Helen Corwith, Teresa Doane, 
Annabel Doane, Chris Miller, Jay Swallen, Jack Tiller, Bill Wright 
Greeters: Cindy Esler, Falconer Jones, Karen Parker, Jill Purcell, Deb Streamer 
Stephen Minister:  Saralene Oldham 

 
Chancel Flowers 

Chancel flowers are given by Mike and Rose Kaufman in memory of Henry C. and Sonia 
Kaufman, by their children, grandchildren and friends of First Presbyterian Church 

and by 
Doug and Holly Jensen in honor of their Golden Wedding Anniversary 

and by  
the Droll and Walker families in loving memory of Martha Walker. 



 

Stephen Ministry 
After each Sunday service a Stephen Minister is available in Spencer Hall.  Feel free to stop by, look at 
material and talk to a Stephen Minister to find out more about this important ministry. 
 

Hospital Ministry 
Will you be hospitalized or know of someone in the congregation who is?  Please contact Sharman Pfaus 
so she can notify the pastor of your hospital stay. Also, please remember to note on the hospital paperwork 
that you are a member of First Presbyterian Church of Naples.   
 

Prayer List 

Charles Durham 
KC Fox 
* Thomas Gallant 
Charles Gentzel family 
Patrick Baar Giger 
* Shirley Hagerson 
* Jim Kier 
* Jane Long 

Kathleen Matzkows 
Jim and Gerrie McGee 
Leslie Moore 
Lisa Naylor 
Alice Rich & Family 
Dalton Stokes 
H.A. Summerfield 
Roger Taylor 

* Corbin Wyant  
* Bet Wyker 
Central Presbyterian Reformed 
Church, Mantazas, Cuba 
The U.S. Military  
Stephen Ministers and  
care receivers 
* church member 

Feed the 5,000 
This month we will help replenish the food pantry at Helps Outreach.  Food contributions will be collected 
at the Sixth Street church entrance next Sunday. Checks are made payable to "First Presbyterian 
Church" with the memo marked "Feed the 5,000" and may be placed in the collection plate.  
 

Thank you, thank you, thank you! 
Thanks to all who participated in the activities surrounding the visit of our partner church pastors, Rev. Ary 
Fernandez Aragon and Rev. Beidy Casas Aragon. They felt incredibly welcomed, cared for, and honored as 
we met, worshipped, and prayed together about next steps in the development of our church-to-church 
partnership.  Your warm welcome to each of them and your sincere hospitality touched their hearts and 
spirits. Thank you! 
 

Wednesday Morning Men: Faith and Fellowship 
Join other committed men in our congregation on the first and third Wednesdays of each month.  We start 
each of our gatherings at 8 a.m. with refreshments and fellowship.   Following the presentation, we join in 
some question and answer sharing and follow-up discussion.  
October 16: “Solidarity and Urgency” led by Bill Crawford.  Questions or comments?  Contact Bill Kearney 
at 239.348.2871 or skearney@comcast.net. 
 

Fall Festival 
Let's all help in making this annual community event spectacular! The Fall Festival will be held on 
Wednesday, October 16 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  Volunteer opportunities are available in many areas.  Sign 
up in Spencer Hall or contact Ashley Hancock, CE Assistant. 
 
Women of the Way (WOW) 
ALL women are invited to our "Women of the Way" fall study beginning on Thursday, October 24 so mark 
your calendars now!   We will be studying Hannah Hurnard’s “Hinds’ Feet on High Places,” continuing with 
our theme of openness to God’s presence in our everyday lives and what it means to trust each step of the 
way.  This study will bring together meaningful sharing, the challenge of living the Christian life at a deeper 
level and the warmth of caring fellowship.  Please join us!   Thursdays, 9:15 - 11 a.m., October 24 - 
November 21, in Spencer Hall.  Sign-up and book sales will begin after worship today in Spencer Hall.  
Questions? Contact Andie Goodrich, andie.goodrich@gmail.com. 
 
Welcome Back to Naples 
If you have recently returned to Naples, please contact the church office or indicate on the Friendship Pad 
that you are back in town.  Thank you and Welcome Back! 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

NEWS & EVENTS 



 

NEWS & EVENTS 

Seekers & Joiners Class 
Wouldn’t you like to become a member of our dynamic church? We invite you to come to the 
Seekers and Joiners Class on Sunday, October 20 in the Parlor following the worship service.   
We receive members by a first-time profession of faith, by letter of transfer from another church or 
by a reaffirmation of faith in Christ.  To learn more visit the Welcome Table following the worship 
services. Contact Joanne Slager, 239.272.1568 for more information.    
 

Mision Peniel Work Day 
We have the opportunity to serve at Mision Peniel in Immokalee on Friday, October 25.  Our afternoon will 

include sorting donations, bagging groceries, and serving a simple meal to those who come to the mission. 

Transportation will be provided. We will leave the church parking lot at 12:45 p.m. and return by 7 p.m. 

Questions? Call Pat Nordbrock at patnordbrock@gmail.com or 708.837.8553.  Sign up in Spencer Hall at 

the Missions table. 
 

 

Life Line Screening 
We are pleased to offer a preventive health event. Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-
based preventive health screenings, will host their affordable, non-invasive and painless health screenings 
on Monday, October 28. Four screenings will be offered that scan for potential health problems related to: 
blocked arteries, abdominal aortic aneurysms, hardening of the arteries in the legs, and atrial fibrillation. 
 

Pre-registration is required. Register for a Wellness Package which includes four vascular tests + 
osteoporosis from $149 ($139 with member discount).  The screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete. In 
order to register for this event and to receive a $10 discount please call 1.888.653.6450 or visit 
www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle. 

A Conversation on Growing Young 
 
Over the past few decades, the Church 
has seen a decline in membership as 
increasing numbers of young people 
disengage.  But, there is hope!  
Unleashing the passion of young 
people is possible – as we will see by 
examining the groundbreaking 
research out of Fuller Theological 
Seminary, who studied over 250 
congregations leading the nation in 

youth engagement. 
 
Join Nancy Van Fleet, Director of Children and Youth, for this important conversation as we 
explore practical steps that we can take as a church while also debunking popular myths.  We 
will meet before worship each Sunday in October at 8:30 a.m. in the Chapel.  Let’s talk, learn, 
and grow young together! 

October 13 
Empathizing with Today’s Young People 

 

October 20 
Fueling a Warm Community 

 

October 27 
Building a Transformative Community 

mailto:jjslager493@aol.com
http://www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle


 

250 Sixth Street S   Naples, FL 34102 
239.262.1311   

www.fpcnaples.org 

Name                    Phone: 239.262.1311  Ext.          E-mail 
 
Ministers                                                    
Rev. Craig Goodrich, Senior Pastor 2035     craigg@fpcnaples.org 
Rev. Rex Childs, Associate Pastor 2027 rexc@fpcnaples.org 
 

Music  
Dr. Brice Gerlach, Director of Music Ministries 2039      briceg@fpcnaples.org 
 

Christian Education  
Ashley Hancock, Christian Education Assistant 2012 ashley.hancock@fpcnaples.org 
Nancy Van Fleet, Director of Children and Youth 2029 nancyv@fpcnaples.org 
 
 

Office  
Anna Focht, Director of Finance  2042 annaf@fpcnaples.org 
Angie Johnson, Office Assistant/Receptionist 2000 angiej@fpcnaples.org 
Kathleen Law, Communications Coordinator  2013        kathleenl@fpcnaples.org 
Sharman Pfaus, Executive Office Manager 2036 sharmanp@fpcnaples.org 
Margaret Weise, Administrative Assistant 2037 margaretw@fpcnaples.org 
 

Facilities  
Lisa Ethier, Custodian  2016 lisae@fpcnaples.org 
Eduardo Martinez, Maintenance  2014 eduardom@fpcnaples.org 
Sandy Poore, Director of Facilities 2028 sandyp@fpcnaples.org  
 

Preschool  
Ashley Houk, Preschool Director  2009      ashleyh@fpcnaples.org 
Liz Psota, Preschool Administrative Assistant 2038      lizp@fpcnaples.org 

SERVING FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

STAFF 

                                                                              Elders 
 

Class of 2019    Class of 2020  Class of 2021
  

Ben Currier   Jill Crawford  Norman Brown 
Don Grandi   Shirley Hagerson  Duncan Connell 
Pat Nordbrock   Jim Kier  Doug Jensen 
John Rader   Jerry Perkins  Saralene Oldham 
Joanne Slager   David Weigel  Barbara Weiss 
 

 
Deacons 

 

Class of 2019   Class of 2020  Class of 2021 
 

Barbara Beach   Charles Fraley  Jean Kasten 
Richard Beach   Tedi Fraley  Les Kasten 
Teresa Doane   Kathy Grandi  Gary Nordbrock 
Linda Gadkowski   Phyllis Harris  Betty Plum 
Mary Gahagan   Holly Jensen  Linda Pratt 
Tom Gahagan    Nancy Kier  Gary Root 
Jenny Haire   Bill Morgan  Janet Root 
Gladys Macdonough   Jeanne Perkins  Lee Ryan 
Scott Macdonough    Daisy Scott  Martha Waddell  
      Fred Witt 
      Joyce Witt 


