
 

First Presbyterian Church of Naples 
In the Heart of Naples with the Love of God: 

we worship, we love, we grow, we serve 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
October 20, 2019 

LITURGY BULLETIN 

Jacob wrestling with the Angel, mural by Eugène Delacroix 



 

THE TIME OF GATHERING   
   

The Prelude                                  Medley of Well Known Hymns                                 Traditional  
                                                          Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart                      Arthur H. Messiter                 
                                                               Marilyn Currier, piano                            arr. Herman Voss 
           
Welcome and Life Together                                                                             Rev. Craig Goodrich
   
SERVICE OF PREPARATION 
 

*Call to Worship  
 Leader:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
 People:  We will rejoice and be glad in it. 
 Leader:  Though weeping may linger for the night, 
 People:  joy comes with the morning. 
 All:  Let us worship God! 
    

*Hymn of Praise #667                  When Morning Gilds the Skies                            Laudes Domini  
  

1. When morning gilds the skies, my heart awaking cries: may Jesus Christ be praised!  
 Alike at work and prayer to Jesus I repair:  may Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

2. Does sadness fill my mind? A solace here I find: may Jesus Christ be praised!   
 Or fades my earthly bliss?  My comfort still is this: may Jesus Christ be praised! 
  

3. Let earth’s wide circle round in joyful notes resound: may Jesus Christ be praised! 
 Let air and sea and sky from depth to height reply: may Jesus Christ be praised! 
  

4. Be this, while life is mine, my canticle divine: may Jesus Christ be praised!  
 Be this the eternal song through all the ages long: may Jesus Christ be praised! 

 
Call to Confession  Faith Arsenault    

In Jesus Christ the love of God is made known to us. In Christ we receive forgiveness and the 
chance to begin again. Trusting in this amazing grace, let us now confess our sins together, 
praying our prayer of confession. 

 
Prayer of Confession                                                                                                 

All:  Faithful and Loving God, we confess that we have not turned away from sin. You ask 
us to be persistent in prayer, but we are quickly discouraged. You call us to do justice, 
love kindness and walk humbly with you, but we harden our hearts and pursue self-
interest and prideful ways. Forgive us, God of grace. Strengthen us in faith, so that we 
may truly know you and joyfully serve you and our neighbors. And in the dark night give 
us strength to hold onto you to receive your blessing, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

A Moment for Silent Confession 
 

Congregational response                   There Is a Redeemer                                      Melody Green   
     All:   There is a redeemer, Jesus, God’s own Son;  
  precious Lamb of God, Messiah, Holy One.  
  Thank you, O my Father, for giving us your Son, 
  and leaving your Spirit till the work on Earth is done. 
         

Declaration of Forgiveness                                                                                        
Leader: Hear the good news! In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Receive God’s forgiveness and 
 be at peace.  

 All:       Thanks be to God! 



 

*Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the     
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen!  Amen! 

 
Children’s Time                                       Nancy Van Fleet 
 
THE WORD 
 

Prayer for Illumination         
Let us pray: Gracious God, we ask that by the power of your Holy Spirit you would open our 
eyes to see, our ears to hear and our souls to receive your word for us today. Amen. 

 
First Reading                                        Genesis 32:22-31                                    Pew Bible Page 26 

Our first reading this morning comes from Genesis, chapter 32. Hear now what the Spirit is 
saying to the Church. 
 

The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and 
crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 

23 
He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise 

everything that he had. 
24 

Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until 
daybreak. 

25 
When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip 

socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 
26 

Then he said, “Let me go, 
for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 

27 
So he said 

to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 
28 

Then the man said, “You shall no longer 
be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have 
prevailed.” 

29 
Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you 

ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 
30 

So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I 
have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” 

31 
The sun rose upon him as he 

passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.  
        Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
         All:        Thanks be to God. 
 
Response                              Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying                 Children Praying 

Lord, listen to your children praying. Lord, send your Spirit in this place. Lord, listen to your children 
praying. Send us love; send us power; send us grace. 

                                  
Second Reading                                        Luke 18:1-8                                      Pew Bible Page 853 

Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 
2 
He said, “In a 

certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. 
3 
In that city there was 

a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’ 
4 
For a while he 

refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 
5 
yet 

because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by 
continually coming.’” 

6 
And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 

7 
And will not God grant 

justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 
8 
I tell you, 

he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”  
    Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

         All:        Thanks be to God. 
     
Sermon                                                Wrestling with God                            Rev. Craig Goodrich 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

*Affirmation of Faith (from A Brief Statement of Faith—PCUSA 1983) 

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the 
Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve…We trust in God, whom Jesus 
called Abba, Father.  
In sovereign love God created the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s 
image male and female, of every race and people, to live as one community.  
But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator.  
Ignoring God’s commandments, we violate the image of God in others and ourselves,  
accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the planet 
entrusted to our care. We deserve God’s condemnation. Yet God acts with justice and 
mercy to redeem creation. In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a 
covenant people to bless all families of the earth. Hearing their cry, God delivered the 
children of Israel from the house of bondage. Loving us still, God makes us heirs with 
Christ of the covenant. Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child,  
like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still. 

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Glory be to the Father, and to 
the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer                                                       
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings    

Please pass the friendship pad down the pews and back.  
In Jesus Christ we have received grace upon grace and every blessing. And so with 
thanksgiving we give our tithes and offerings. We will now receive the morning offering. 

 
The Offertory                                               Shout to God                                    Joseph M. Martin 

Shout to God, sing a loud hosanna.  Shout to God with a song of joy.  Shout to God, sing a loud 
hosanna.  Glory to God!  Come sing to God a song of joy.  Praise, praise the Lord with the trumpet.  
Praise, praise the Lord with a shout.  Praise Him with loud crashing cymbals, Praise the Lord with loud 
hosannas.  Praise the Lord, sing alleluia.  Sing unto God, sing a loud hosanna.  Come sing and shout to 
God! 

                                 
*The Doxology  
     Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all creatures here below;  
     Praise him above ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
Gracious God, with these gifts we also give our hearts, ourselves. Use what we give and use us 
in the work of ministry and for the building of your kingdom. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      



 

GOING FORTH  
 

 *Hymn of Commitment #175                    Seek Ye First                                                    Lafferty 
  

1. Seek ye first the kingdom of God and its righteousness, 
 and all these things shall be added unto you.  Allelu, alleluia! 

 

2. Ask, and it shall be given unto you; seek and you shall find; 
 knock, and the door shall be opened unto you.  Allelu, alleluia! 

 

3. You shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
 that proceeds from the mouth of God.  Allelu, alleluia! 

*Commission and Benediction 
                                              

Postlude                                                        Fanfare                            Nicolas Jacques Lemmens  
                             
                                                                     Assisting 
Ushers: Jack Marsh (head usher), Barbarann Budd, Paul and Helen Corwith, Teresa Doane, 
Annabel Doane, John and Kat Langenheim, Jack Tiller, Bill Wright 
Greeters: Cindy Esler, Don and Kathy Grandi, Rex and Teri Storter 
Stephen Minister:  Chris Jones 
 

Chancel Flowers 
Chancel flowers are given by 

Deborah Meeson-Vige in honor of this lively church 
and by 

Mary Vande Voren in loving memory of her daughter, Julie. 
 

In Sympathy 
We express our heartfelt sympathy to the family and friends of  

Mildred “Midge” Murdock, who died on October 18, 2019. 
At this time, no memorial arrangements have been made. 

A Conversation on Growing Young 
 
Over the past few decades, the Church 
has seen a decline in membership as 
increasing numbers of young people 
disengage.  But, there is hope!  
Unleashing the passion of young 
people is possible – as we will see by 
examining the groundbreaking 
research out of Fuller Theological 
Seminary, who studied over 250 
congregations leading the nation in 
youth engagement. 

 
Join Nancy Van Fleet, Director of Children and Youth, for this important conversation as we 
explore practical steps that we can take as a church while also debunking popular myths.  We 
will meet before worship each Sunday in October at 8:30 a.m. in the Chapel.  Let’s talk, learn, 
and grow young together! 

October 20 
Fueling a Warm Community 

 

October 27 
Building a Transformative Community 



 

Stephen Ministry 
After each Sunday service a Stephen Minister is available in Spencer Hall.  Feel free to stop by, 
look at material and talk to a Stephen Minister to find out more about this important ministry. 
 

Hospital Ministry 
Will you be hospitalized or know of someone in the congregation who is?  Please contact Sharman 
Pfaus so she can notify the pastor of your hospital stay. Also, please remember to note on the 
hospital paperwork that you are a member of First Presbyterian Church of Naples.   
 

Lunch Bunch 
Join other FPC single men and women for lunch every Sunday after worship for a fun-filled Dutch-
treat lunch at one of Naples' selected restaurants.  You will get to know some nice people and 
have a wonderful meal.  Sign up in Spencer Hall after worship for the time and place.  

Prayer List 

* Howard Anker 
KC Fox 
* Thomas Gallant 
Peggy Gammell 
Patrick Baar Giger 
* Shirley Hagerson 
* Bill Harrington  
* Marcia Kempers 
* Jim Kier 
Richard Krueger 

* Jane Long 
Kathleen Matzkows 
Jim and Gerrie McGee 
Leslie Moore 
Lisa Naylor 
Alice Rich & Family 
Alicia Stevens 
Dalton Stokes 
H.A. Summerfield 
Roger Taylor 

* Corbin Wyant  
* Bet Wyker 
Central Presbyterian Reformed 
Church, Mantazas, Cuba 
The U.S. Military  
Stephen Ministers and  
care receivers 
 
* church member 

Feed the 5,000 
Through  your generosity, Helps Outreach received 59 bags of much needed food for their pantry 
and $120.  The Mission Committee and Helps Outreach thank you. 
 

Seekers & Joiners Class 
Wouldn’t you like to become a member of our dynamic church? We invite you to come to the 
Seekers and Joiners Class this morning in the Parlor following the worship service.  We receive 
members by a first-time profession of faith, by letter of transfer from another church or by a 
reaffirmation of faith in Christ.  To learn more visit the Welcome Table following the worship 
services. Contact Joanne Slager, 239.272.1568 for more information.    
 

Mission Presentation 
The Immokalee Fair Housing Alliance, Inc., a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization was founded on 
the belief that there is an urgent need for safe, affordable, sustainable rental housing for 
farmworker families in Immokalee.  Join Carleton Cleveland and Betty Mangos, two of IFHA’s board 
members after today’s worship service for information, slides, brochures, and Q&A.   

Women of the Way (WOW) 
ALL women are invited to our "Women of the Way" fall study beginning on Thursday, October 24 
so mark your calendars now!   We will be studying Hannah Hurnard’s “Hinds’ Feet on High Places,” 
continuing with our theme of openness to God’s presence in our everyday lives and what it means 
to trust each step of the way.  This study will bring together meaningful sharing, the challenge of 
living the Christian life at a deeper level and the warmth of caring fellowship.  Please join us!   
Thursdays, 9:15 - 11 a.m., October 24 - November 21, in Spencer Hall.  Sign-up and book sales in 
Spencer Hall.  Questions? Contact Andie Goodrich, andie.goodrich@gmail.com. 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

NEWS & EVENTS 

mailto:jjslager493@aol.com


 

NEWS & EVENTS 

Welcome Back to Naples 
If you have recently returned to Naples, please contact the church office or indicate on the 
Friendship Pad that you are back in town.  Thank you and Welcome Back! 
 

Mision Peniel Work Day 
We have the opportunity to serve at Mision Peniel in Immokalee on Friday, October 25.  Our 

afternoon will include sorting donations, bagging groceries, and serving a simple meal to those 

who come to the mission. Transportation will be provided. We will leave the church parking lot at 

12:45 p.m. and return by 7 p.m. Questions? Call Pat Nordbrock at patnordbrock@gmail.com or 

708.837.8553.  Sign up in Spencer Hall at the Missions table. 
 

Life Line Screening 
We are pleased to offer a preventive health event. Life Line Screening, a leading provider of 
community-based preventive health screenings, will host their affordable, non-invasive and 
painless health screenings on Monday, October 28. Pre-registration is required. Register for a 
Wellness Package which includes four vascular tests + osteoporosis from $149 ($139 with 
member discount).  The screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete. In order to register for this 
event and to receive a $10 discount please call 1.888.653.6450 or visit www.lifelinescreening.com/
communitycircle. 
 

Congregational Meeting 
A meeting of the congregation will be held on Sunday, October 27 following the worship service.  
The purpose of the meeting is to elect Elders and Deacons.   
Nominees for Elder (Class of 2022): Carleton Cleveland, Deborah Meeson-Vige, Tom Morr,  
Patty Rutzler, Jan Witman.  
Nominees for Deacon (Class of 2022): Barbara Beach (2

nd
 term), Richard Beach (2

nd
 term), 

Teresa Doane (2
nd

 term), Cynthia Esler,  Falconer Jones, John Langenheim, Kat Langenheim, 
Karen Parker, Roy Parker, Jill Purcell, David Witman and Audrey Gordon (1 year term) Young 
Adult deacon. 
 

Church Calendar—Room Requests 
We’d like to remind you to contact the church office to schedule meeting space.  Please do not 
assume that if a room is vacant that it is available for use.  Contact Director of Facilities, Sandy 
Poore, to reserve a room for your meeting.   
 

The Memorial Garden  
The First Presbyterian Church Memorial Garden provides a place of beauty and peace to house 
the columbarium for the interment of ashes for those who choose this method of burial.   The 
Memorial Garden is available for interment for members of The First Presbyterian Church of 
Naples and their families.  Any other person, regardless of race, color, or national origin, may use 
the  Memorial Garden based on availability and approval by the Facilities Committee.   Anyone 
desiring to purchase a Burial Right in the Memorial Garden must submit a written application.  
Based upon the information contained in the application and the conditions outlined in the Rules 
and Regulations, the Facilities Committee will approve applications that meet the required 
credentials. If you would like additional information, please contact Sharman Pfaus, Executive 
Office Manager. 
 

The Palms Society 
A charitable bequest to your church is a legacy of your stewardship, a thoughtful expression of 
your gratitude for God’s blessings.  What a joy to know that part of the worldly goods God helped 
you accumulate will be returned to your church to carry on His work on earth.  You may contact 
the Chair of the Legacy Giving Committee, Linda Gadkowski at 508.292.5500 or Rev. Craig 
Goodrich for more information. 

http://www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
http://www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle


 

250 Sixth Street S   Naples, FL 34102 
239.262.1311   

www.fpcnaples.org 

Name                    Phone: 239.262.1311  Ext.          E-mail 
 
Ministers                                                    
Rev. Craig Goodrich, Senior Pastor 2035     craigg@fpcnaples.org 
Rev. Rex Childs, Associate Pastor 2027 rexc@fpcnaples.org 
 

Music  
Dr. Brice Gerlach, Director of Music Ministries 2039      briceg@fpcnaples.org 
 

Christian Education  
Ashley Hancock, Christian Education Assistant 2012 ashley.hancock@fpcnaples.org 
Nancy Van Fleet, Director of Children and Youth 2029 nancyv@fpcnaples.org 
 
 

Office  
Anna Focht, Director of Finance  2042 annaf@fpcnaples.org 
Angie Johnson, Office Assistant/Receptionist 2000 angiej@fpcnaples.org 
Kathleen Law, Communications Coordinator  2013        kathleenl@fpcnaples.org 
Sharman Pfaus, Executive Office Manager 2036 sharmanp@fpcnaples.org 
Margaret Weise, Administrative Assistant 2037 margaretw@fpcnaples.org 
 

Facilities  
Lisa Ethier, Custodian  2016 lisae@fpcnaples.org 
Eduardo Martinez, Maintenance  2014 eduardom@fpcnaples.org 
Sandy Poore, Director of Facilities 2028 sandyp@fpcnaples.org  
 

Preschool  
Ashley Houk, Preschool Director  2009      ashleyh@fpcnaples.org 
Liz Psota, Preschool Administrative Assistant 2038      lizp@fpcnaples.org 

SERVING FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

STAFF 

                                                                              Elders 
 

Class of 2019    Class of 2020  Class of 2021
  

Ben Currier   Jill Crawford  Norman Brown 
Don Grandi   Shirley Hagerson  Duncan Connell 
Pat Nordbrock   Jim Kier  Doug Jensen 
John Rader   Jerry Perkins  Saralene Oldham 
Joanne Slager   David Weigel  Barbara Weiss 
 

 
Deacons 

 

Class of 2019   Class of 2020  Class of 2021 
 

Barbara Beach   Charles Fraley  Jean Kasten 
Richard Beach   Tedi Fraley  Les Kasten 
Teresa Doane   Kathy Grandi  Gary Nordbrock 
Linda Gadkowski   Phyllis Harris  Betty Plum 
Mary Gahagan   Holly Jensen  Linda Pratt 
Tom Gahagan    Nancy Kier  Gary Root 
Jenny Haire   Bill Morgan  Janet Root 
Gladys Macdonough   Jeanne Perkins  Lee Ryan 
Scott Macdonough    Daisy Scott  Martha Waddell  
      Fred Witt 
      Joyce Witt 


