
 

First Presbyterian Church of Naples 
In the Heart of Naples with the Love of God: 

we worship, we love, we grow, we serve 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 29, 2019 

9:30 a.m. 



 

THE TIME OF GATHERING   
   
The Prelude                                      Air (Orchestral Suite No. 3)                                        J. S. Bach 
                                                                        Melody                          Christoph Willibald Gluck 

                                           Adagio in G Minor                                   Tomaso Albinoni 
                                                           Eduard Gulabyan, cello 
 
Welcome and Life Together                                                                             Rev. Craig Goodrich
   
SERVICE OF PREPARATION 
 

*Call to Worship  
Leader: Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good.  
People:  God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
Leader:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
People: We will rejoice and be glad in it! 
All:  Let us worship God! 

 

   
*Hymn of Praise #267                Come, Christians, Join to Sing                                          Madrid  
 
Call to Confession     Rev. Rex Childs 
 
Prayer of Confession                                                                                                 

All:   Merciful God, we confess that we have failed to seek your will. You have called us to 
 follow the way of Jesus, the way of faith, hope, love and self giving, but we have 
 followed our own ways. You offer us abundant life, but we put our trust and seek 
 security in our possessions and plans. You call us to give to the poor and those in 
 need, but we close our hearts and hold tightly to our riches. Forgive us, God of 
 grace. By the power of your Word and Holy Spirit open our hearts to your 
 overwhelming love and to the freedom and joy of life in you, the life that is really life; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

A Moment for Silent Confession 
 
Congregational response                   Holy Spirit, Come to Us                                Taizé Community 
     All:  Holy Spirit, come to us; kindle in us the fire of your love.   
 Holy Spirit, come to us.  Holy Spirit, come to us. 
               
Declaration of Forgiveness                                                                                              
 Leader:  Hear the good news! Because we have died with Christ in baptism, we believe that we 
  will also live with him. Therefore, consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in 
  Jesus Christ. Beloved, know that you are forgiven and be at peace.  
 All:        Thanks be to God! 
 

*Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the     
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen!  Amen! 

 
Children’s Time                                       Nancy Van Fleet 
 
 
 
 



 

THE WORD 
 

Prayer for Illumination                                                                                                   Doug Jensen        
 

 
First Reading                                              Psalm 146                                       Pew Bible Page 507  

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
2
I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises 

to my God all my life long. 
3
Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no help. 

4
When their breath departs, they return to the earth; on that very day their plans perish. 

5
Happy are 

those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord their God, 
6
who made heaven and 

earth, the sea, and all that is in them; who keeps faith forever; 
7
who executes justice for the oppressed; 

who gives food to the hungry. The Lord sets the prisoners free; 
8
the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. 

The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous. 
9
The Lord watches over 

the strangers; he upholds the orphan and the widow, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
10

The Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise the Lord!
 

    Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
         All:        Thanks be to God. 
 
Response                                                    My Tribute                                             Andraé Crouch 
 

How can I say thanks for the things you have done for me?  Things so undeserved, yet you gave to 
prove your love for me; the voices of a million angels could not express my gratitude.  All that I am, and 
ever hope to be; I owe it all to thee.  To God be the glory for the things he has done.  With his blood he 
has saved me; with his power he has raised me; to God be the glory for the things he has done.  Just let 
me live my life—let it be pleasing, Lord, to thee; and if I gain any praise, let it go to Calvary.  With his 
blood he has saved me; with his power he has raised me; to God be the glory for the things he has 
done. 

               
Second Reading                                       1 Timothy 6:6-19                               Pew Bible Page 965 
 

Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 
7
for we brought nothing into the 

world, so that we can take nothing out of it; 
8
but if we have food and clothing, we will be content with 

these. 
9
But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and 

harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 
10

For the love of money is a root of all kinds 
of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many pains. 

11
But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, 

godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. 
12

Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal 
life, to which you were called and for which you made the good confession in the presence of many 
witnesses.  

13
In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his 

testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 
14

to keep the commandment 
without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

15
which he will bring about at the 

right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. 
16

It is he 
alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; 
to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 

17
As for those who in the present age are rich, command 

them not to be haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly 
provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 

18
They are to do good, to be rich in good works, 

generous, and ready to share, 
19

thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the 
future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life. 

         Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
         All:        Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon                                                        “Real Life”                                  Rev. Craig Goodrich 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

*Affirmation of Faith (from A Brief Statement of Faith—PCUSA 1983) 
 

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the 
Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve…We trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, 
sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor and binds us together 
with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church.  The same Spirit who inspired  
the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, 
engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, 
feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men  
to all ministries of the Church.  In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage 
to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, 
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.  In gratitude to God, empowered 
by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, 
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”  
With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Glory be to the Father,  
and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer                                                     Rev. Rex Childs 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings    
 
The Offertory                                               Jubilate Deo                                                Dale Wood 

O sing to the Lord with a jubilant voice; Glory to God in the highest!  O serve him with gladness, before 
him rejoice; Praise to the Lord in the highest.  The Lord is our God, our Creator, not we; Glory to God in 
the highest!  The sheep of his pasture we ever shall be; Praise to the Lord in the highest!  O enter his 
gates with thanksgiving and praise; Glory to God in the highest!  To honor his name thankful voices we 
raise; Praise to the Lord in the highest!  For good is the Lord, and his mercy is sure; Glory to God in the 
highest!  To all generations his truth shall endure; Glory to God!  Praise to the Lord in the highest!  
                  

                   
*The Doxology  
     Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all creatures here below;  
     Praise him above ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen 
  
*Prayer of Dedication 
      
GOING FORTH  
 

 *Hymn of Commitment #846                Fight the Good Fight                                      Duke Street  
 

*Commission and Benediction 
                                              

Postlude                                Praise the Lord with Drums and Cymbals           Sigfrid Karg-Elert 
                       
           
                                                                 



 

Assisting 
Ushers: Chuck Gomori (head usher), Cynthia Esler, Dorothy Gomori, Bob and Pat Mac Minn, 
 Jay Swallen, Jack Tiller, Donna Tincu, Bill Wright, Walter Yang 
Greeters: Mike Calyore, Doris Frace, Paul and Margaret Green, Doug and Holly Jensen  
Stephen Minister:  Gary Root 

 
 

Chancel Flowers 
The Chancel Flowers have been given by 

Richard Barkley and Susan Corryn, 
in memory of Irene Barkley on her 90

th 
birthday. 

 

The stories found at the very beginning 
of the Bible are some of the most 
theologically rich in the whole of the Old 
Testament.  They are about the origin of 
the cosmos and seek to explain the 
relationship between the Creator and 
creation.  
 

Of particular importance is the 
relationship between God and humanity 
as well as the role humans play in 
regards to the earth and all other 
creatures.  In modern times, with vast 
scientific inquiry, how we read and 
understand these texts are vital to our 
faith and how we view these scientific 
endeavors. 

We will explore these major narratives 
found in the early chapters of Genesis.  
The class is led by Associate Pastor, 
Rev. Rex Childs, and meets each Sunday 
morning before worship at 8:30 a.m. in 
the Chapel.  
 

September 8 
In the Beginning… 

 

September 15  
Forbidden Fruit 

 

September 22 
Battle of the Brothers 

 

September 29 
The Deluge and Re-Creation 



 

Stephen Ministry 
After each Sunday service a Stephen Minister is available in Spencer Hall.  Feel free to stop by,  
look at material and talk to a Stephen Minister to find out more about this important ministry. 
 
Hospital Ministry 
Will you be hospitalized or know of someone in the congregation who is?  Please contact Sharman 
Pfaus so she can notify the pastor of your hospital stay. Also, please remember to note on the 
hospital paperwork that you are a member of First Presbyterian Church of Naples.   
 
Lunch Bunch 
Don't go home or out to eat alone!  Join other FPC single men and women for lunch every Sunday 
after worship for a fun-filled Dutch-treat lunch at a local selected restaurant.  You will get to know 
some nice people and have a wonderful meal.  Best of all, you are not eating alone.  There is a 
table in Spencer Hall to sign up after worship service giving you the time and place. Join us! 

Prayer List 

Hugh Benton 
Charles Durham 
KC Fox 
* Mary Gahagan 
* Thomas Gallant 
Patrick Baar Giger 
* Shirley Hagerson 
* Jim Kier 

* Jane Long 
Leslie Moore 
Lisa Naylor 
Alice Rich & Family 
Dalton Stokes 
H.A. Summerfield 
* Corbin Wyant  
* Bet Wyker 

Central Presbyterian Reformed 
Church, Mantazas, Cuba 
The U.S. Military  
Stephen Ministers and  
care receivers 
 
* church member 

Weekend Power Pack Assembly 
Weekend Power Pack Packing - Join the Missions Committee following worship today (Sept. 29) to 
assemble bags of food for elementary school children who don't have enough food at home over 
the weekends. We supply 20 children with healthy food during the months of October, December, 
February, and April, alternating months with Moorings Presbyterian Church.   We are seeking 
delivery drivers for October 3, 10, 24, and 31. A sign-up sheet and instructions can be found at the 
end of the food bag assembly line in Spencer Hall.  Questions? Contact Pat Nordbrock at 
708.837.8553. 
 
Wednesday Morning Men: Faith and Fellowship 
Our gatherings are open to all men of the congregation and we start each morning at 8 a.m.  
Following each presentation, all men are invited to join in some question and answer sharing and 
follow-up discussion.  October 2: “Living with Loss: Discovering Strength in Vulnerability” led by 
Rev. Craig Goodrich.  
 
Wednesdays at First  
On Wednesday, October 2 we will enjoy dinner and a program on understanding Cuba and the 
nature of our partnership with the Central Presbyterian Reformed Church in Matanzas, Cuba.  
The program is designed to prepare us for the October 4-7 visit of Rev. Ary Fernandez-Alban and 
Rev. Beidy Casas-Aragon, who are husband and wife pastors of our partner church. We will view a 
short documentary on Cuba and hear from Pat Nordbrock, Missions Chair, concerning our 
participation in the Cuba Partners Network. There will be time to ask questions and to reflect upon 
our anticipated time with Ary and Beidy.  Dinner ($10) starts at 5:30 p.m. with the program from 6 to 
7 p.m.  Please sign up in Spencer Hall, online, or call the church office. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

NEWS & EVENTS 



 

NEWS & EVENTS 

Cuba Partner Church Presentation 
Join in welcoming the co-pastor husband-and-wife team of Central Reformed Presbyterian Church 
of Matanzas, Cuba, Rev. Ary and Rev. Beidy at a pot-luck dinner Saturday October 5 at 5:30 p.m. 
in Spencer Hall. Sign up at the Missions table, and come to learn more about our partnership with 
our sister church in Cuba. The main course will be provided. Bring a side dish to share. 
Questions? Contact Pat Nordbrock at patnordbrock@gmail.com or 708.837.8553. 
 
October Sunday Seminars: Growing Young—A Conversation on Growing Young 
Over the past few decades, the Church has seen a decline in membership as increasing numbers 
of young people disengage.  But, there is hope!  Unleashing the passion of young people is 
possible – as we will see by examining the groundbreaking research out of Fuller Theological 
Seminary, who studied over 250 congregations leading the nation in youth engagement. 
Join us for this important conversation as we explore practical steps that we can take as a church 
while also debunking popular myths.  We will meet before worship each Sunday in October at 8:30 
a.m. in the Chapel.  Let’s talk, learn, and grow young together!  The Seminars will be led by Nancy 
Van Fleet, Director of Children and Youth. 
 

October 6—What Congregations are Doing Right 
October 13—Empathizing with Today’s Young People 
October 20—Fueling a Warm Community 
October 27—Building a Transformative Community 

 
Fall Festival 
Let's all help in making this annual community event spectacular! The Fall Festival will be held on 
Wednesday, October 16 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  You can help by either guiding the children in the 
games and activities, kitchen duty, or set up/clean up.  Whether you are able to bake and would 
like to share your special talents, or prefer store made sweets, desserts are needed and all 
donations are welcome and appreciated.  If you have any questions or would like more 
information, contact Ashley Hancock, CE Assistant. 
 
Welcome Back to Naples 
If you have recently returned to Naples, please contact the church office or indicate on the 
Friendship Pad that you are back in town.  Thank you and Welcome Back! 
 
Life Line Screening 
We are pleased to offer a preventive health event. Life Line Screening, a leading provider of 
community-based preventive health screenings, will host their affordable, non-invasive and 
painless health screenings on Monday, October 28. Four screenings will be offered that scan for 
potential health problems related to: blocked arteries which is a leading cause of stroke; 
abdominal aortic aneurysms which can lead to a ruptured aorta; hardening of the arteries in the 
legs which is a strong predictor of heart disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat which is 
closely tied to stroke. 
 

Pre-registration is required. Register for a Wellness Package which includes four vascular tests + 
osteoporosis from $149 ($139 with member discount).  The screenings take 60-90 minutes to 
complete. In order to register for this event and to receive a $10 discount please call 
1.888.653.6450 or visit www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle. 
 

Disaster Assistance Update 
During the past two weeks 61 donations were collected totaling $5,329 towards the disaster 
relief fund for the Bahamas after the devastating damage to life and property as a result of 
Hurricane Dorian.  Thank you for your generosity and prayers. 

mailto:patnordbrock@gmail.com
http://www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle


 

250 Sixth Street S   Naples, FL 34102 
239.262.1311   

www.fpcnaples.org 

Name                    Phone: 239.262.1311  Ext.          E-mail 
 
Ministers                                                    
Rev. Craig Goodrich, Senior Pastor 2035     craigg@fpcnaples.org 
Rev. Rex Childs, Associate Pastor 2027 rexc@fpcnaples.org 
 

Music  
Dr. Brice Gerlach, Director of Music Ministries 2039      briceg@fpcnaples.org 
 

Christian Education  
Ashley Hancock, Christian Education Assistant 2012 ashley.hancock@fpcnaples.org 
Nancy Van Fleet, Director of Children and Youth 2029 nancyv@fpcnaples.org 
 
 

Office  
Anna Focht, Director of Finance  2042 annaf@fpcnaples.org 
Angie Johnson, Office Assistant/Receptionist 2000 angiej@fpcnaples.org 
Kathleen Law, Communications Coordinator  2013        kathleenl@fpcnaples.org 
Sharman Pfaus, Executive Office Manager 2036 sharmanp@fpcnaples.org 
Margaret Weise, Administrative Assistant 2037 margaretw@fpcnaples.org 
 

Facilities  
Lisa Ethier, Custodian  2016 lisae@fpcnaples.org 
Eduardo Martinez, Maintenance  2014 eduardom@fpcnaples.org 
Sandy Poore, Director of Facilities 2028 sandyp@fpcnaples.org  
 

Preschool  
Ashley Houk, Preschool Director  2009      ashleyh@fpcnaples.org 
Liz Psota, Preschool Administrative Assistant 2038      lizp@fpcnaples.org 

SERVING FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

STAFF 

                                                                              Elders 
 

Class of 2019    Class of 2020  Class of 2021
  

Ben Currier   Jill Crawford  Norman Brown 
Don Grandi   Shirley Hagerson  Duncan Connell 
Pat Nordbrock   Jim Kier  Doug Jensen 
John Rader   Jerry Perkins  Saralene Oldham 
Joanne Slager   David Weigel  Barbara Weiss 
 

 
Deacons 

 

Class of 2019   Class of 2020  Class of 2021 
 

Barbara Beach   Charles Fraley  Jean Kasten 
Richard Beach   Tedi Fraley  Les Kasten 
Teresa Doane   Kathy Grandi  Gary Nordbrock 
Linda Gadkowski   Phyllis Harris  Betty Plum 
Mary Gahagan   Holly Jensen  Linda Pratt 
Tom Gahagan    Nancy Kier  Gary Root 
Jenny Haire   Bill Morgan  Janet Root 
Gladys Macdonough   Jeanne Perkins  Lee Ryan 
Scott Macdonough    Daisy Scott  Martha Waddell  
      Fred Witt 
      Joyce Witt 


