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Suggested Gift Plans
We can reach our goal together if every family will set
aside, over the next 36 months, at least $1.47 a day or
$44.00 a month. If, however, you are not able to do this,
your pledge in any amount is encouraged and will be
gratefully received.

The Suggested Gift Plan encourages financial
commitments over a three-year period. The pledge card
provides space for you to designate payment intervals:
monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or annually. Payment
reminders will be sent in accordance with the schedule
selected. We ask you to keep in mind that it will take
gifts at these levels over 36 months to reach our goal.
Pledges enable you to consider a more significant
contribution to the campaign rather than a one-time gift.

We are asking that you consider how generous God has
been to you and that you respond in proportion to your
own financial ability. As you consider your Christian
stewardship, we ask you to prayerfully consider a
sacrificial gift of a few dollars a day or week which will
amount to a significant gift for the growth of our parish.

Total

36 Monthly

12 Quarterly

6 Semi-Annual

3 Annual

Pledge

Gifts

Gifts

Gifts

Gifts

$

50,000

$

1,389

$

4,167

$

8,333

$

16,667

$

25,000

$

694

$

2,083

$

4,167

$

8,333

$

13,500

$

375

$

1,125

$

2,250

$

4,500

$

8,000

$

222

$

667

$

1,333

$

2,667

$

4,500

$

125

$

375

$

750

$

1,500

$

3,600

$

100

$

300

$

600

$

1,200

$

2,700

$

75

$

225

$

450

$

900

$

1,600

$

44

$

133

$

267

$

533

St. Joseph Parish offers Online Giving, as an additional option
for fulfilling your pledge or making a one-time gift.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

There is no cost to you
Payments can be made through an ACH transaction,
your debit card or your credit card
No need to write checks
Earn points or miles while fulfilling your pledge
Set up your own pledge, down payment, frequency,
and payment amounts
Contributions are scheduled; no need to make up
missed contributions
No need to remember to mail your payment
Change your payments or add additional payments at
any time

St. Joseph Parish

32929 Lake Rd • Avon Lake, OH 44012

Words from the Pastor

THREE YEAR GIFT TABLE

Benefits to You

Our Future

January 2020
Dear Parishioners,
Milestone anniversaries are a great time to plan, and as we continue to celebrate our 70th Anniversary, we did just that.
We listened, discussed, and published “Our Vision and Action Plan” in the Spring of 2019, which presents a clear
road map to form missionary disciples at our already vibrant Parish. While pastoral ministry is my first love, I am also
called to responsible leadership of the fiscal matters of Saint Joseph Parish and School. Together, we have already
accomplished many projects which were noted in our 2019 Annual Report. Among those are the construction of our
new Parish Center, the installation of our pipe organ, upgrades to our school kitchen, school office relocation and
security improvements, a design studio in our school, new kneelers, and numerous other small-scale projects.
At the conclusion of our 70th Anniversary (April 13, 2020) our new Church, Social Hall and parking lot will be 20 years
old! As one can easily see by driving through the parking lot, it needs desperate repair. When praying in church at
Mass and looking toward heaven, one can see that our 20-year-old church lighting system needs to be replaced by
more energy efficient lighting (LED) fixtures and bulbs. Also, the flooring in the social hall and our 25-year-old
phone system need to be replaced. Each of these items have reached the end of their anticipated “useful life.” We
need to have a systematic approach (a fund-raising campaign) as we move forward to address these large ticket items.
Our financial goal as we move toward our 75th anniversary is to create a more sustainable approach for our Parish and
Parish School by generating more savings. That is my five-year goal and commitment to our Parish. This upcoming
year’s parish and school’s operating budget reflects that commitment, but without a fund-raising campaign we will not
be able to reach our capital repair needs.
To meet the goal of having a systematic approach as we move forward, the Finance Council of our Parish has
recommended a Capital and Operating Campaign to provide for several major projects and operating reserves. We
have named our Campaign: Our Faith, Our Family and Our Future. Mr. Joseph McAleese, and Mrs. Amy SolmosWayne, both long-time parishioners with children who graduated from Saint Joseph School, have agreed to co-chair
the campaign.

For more information or to sign up for Online Giving, visit
our site at www.stjosephavonlake.org and click on the
“Online Giving” link and select Our Faith, Our Family, and
Our Future Campaign fund.

The information in this brochure includes the plans for the Our Faith, Our Family, and Our
Future Campaign and how we intend to use the proceeds from this Campaign to maintain
our Parish and provide for our future. We will continue to be good stewards of your gifts!
The information also details how each of us can make a sacrificial gift using our Suggested
Gift Chart. The Suggested Gift Chart shows pledges ranging from $1,600 to $50,000
payable over three years. That is as little as only $1.47 per day for 36 months. This wide
range of gift opportunities makes it possible for every family to take part in the program.
Please give prayerful consideration to your pledge during the next few days and join
with me in praying for the success of our Campaign. Our Campaign will only be
successful if all of us are called and compelled to donate regardless of the amount.
We cannot rely on the generosity of only a select few of our parishioners.

Online Giving can also be used for your regular offertory
contributions, holidays, specials collections,
religious education and much more.

Our campaign will kick-off in January and be completed by our Anniversary Date of April
13, 2020 which is also the 20th Anniversary of the opening of the new church! Thank you
for reviewing the contents of this brochure, praying about how you can support our Parish
and participating as we share the responsibility to maintain our Saint Joseph Parish.

•
•

View your giving history or tax information at any time
As soon as your pledge is paid in full, the automatic
payments on your campaign pledge stop

St. Joseph Parish   Father Ron Wearsch, Pastor
32929 Lake Rd • Avon Lake, OH 44012
Phone: (440) 933-3152 • http://www.stjosephavonlake.org/

As always, I love being your Pastor
Fr. Ron

Your Commitment
Pledge Payments
You will receive reminder notices in accordance with the payment method you select.
Payments can be made in the form of:

• Tax Deductible Gifts

All gifts are tax deductible as provided by law.
Receipts will be provided upon request. Please
make your checks payable to: St Joseph Parish
and indicate Capital Campaign in the memo
section of the check.

• Stocks and Bonds

The Scope of the Project
Our goal for the Our Faith, Our Family, and Our Future
Campaign is $975,000. Any funds raised above this
amount will be used to pay down the parish mortgage.
The Finance Council and Fr. Ron have reviewed in detail
the future needs of the Parish and have outlined the
following needs. Please note that amounts have been
estimated using our best efforts and those of reputable
vendors.
The use of Campaign proceeds and the scope of the
projects are as follows:
1. Capital and Operating Reserves and Contingencies.
This represents a reserve of approximately 2 months
of Operating Expenses.

COST: $450,000
2. Repair and replace existing parking lots on both
the North and South sides of the Parish. Widen the
drive entrance off of Lake Road.

COST: $400,000
3. Update of Church lighting to a more energy efficient
system.

COST: $75,000
4. Replace flooring in the Parish Social Hall.

COST: $25,000
5. New Church and School Phone. Current system is
25 years old

COST: $25,000

There are added advantages to giving stocks,
bonds, and securities. You not only take credit
for a charitable gift at its present value, but if
held for more than a year, you are also exempt
from paying tax on the profit realized from the
original investment. Talk with your financial
advisor for more information on making these
types of charitable donations.

• IRA Gifts

If you are over 70 ½ years old, you may also
be eligible to make a charitable gift from your

IRA assets of up to $100,000 per year with no
tax complications. These types of gifts must
be transferred directly and count toward your
minimum required distribution. Again, it is
always a good idea to speak with your financial
advisor for more information.

• Matching Gifts

Many firms have matching gift programs to
provide incentives for their employees to
make charitable donations. Many companies
will especially match gifts given to capital
campaigns that include a school or educational
component such as we have. Please ask your
human resources or personnel department
for a matching gift form. The employee must
initiate the process. Both current and retired
employees may be eligible.

Frequently Asked Questions
Q. When will the work begin?
The work will begin as the funds become available from
the Capital Campaign. We would like to begin the parking
lot in Spring of 2020 after all quotes for the work are
received and evaluated. Other projects will be initiated as
we are able to afford them.

Q. Is my pledge over and above my Sunday Offering?
Yes. We can only reach our goal with a little extra
sacrifice. We cannot reach our goal if we reduce our
weekly offerings in order to make a pledge to the Capital
Campaign. The parish will continue to have normal
operating expenses during the pledge period.

Q. What will happen if we go over our goal?
All gifts collected after we exceed our goal will be put
towards the maintenance and upkeep of our facilities,
parish operations, and the paydown of parish debt.

Q. Who will be asked to support the Campaign?
Each member of our parish family will be asked to
consider a significant gift for this major effort according to
his or her financial ability. We will make a special appeal
to all who have been blessed by the Lord with exceptional
earning ability or have been able to accumulate some
assets. We hope everyone will play a conscientious role
in renewing the future of the parish.

Q. What if I never make a pledge?
Most people take advantage of time-payments for major
purchases. A pledge to the parish Capital Campaign is
a “time-payment plan” that makes it possible for you to
meet your parish obligations without undue hardship.
Pledges enable you to consider a more significant
contribution to the campaign rather than a one-time gift.

Q. What happens if I cannot fulfill my pledge?
Pledges are made in good faith and accepted as such. If
hardship or illness prevents you from fulfilling your pledge,
let the parish know, and other arrangements will be made.

