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What the Year of St. Joseph Means 

And How to Gain the Indulgences 
 

“In a way,” says Pope Francis, “we are all, like Joseph, a shadow of the heavenly Father … 

and a shadow that follows his Son.” 
 

The announcement that many people have been longing to hear 

for several years finally came on December 8 as Pope Francis declared 

the beginning of a Year of St. Joseph. 

The timing was perfect, coming on the 150th anniversary of 

Blessed Pius IX declaring St. Joseph as Patron of the Catholic Church and 

on the feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary, Joseph’s spouse. 

Along with the Pope’s announcement in his apostolic letter Patris 

Corde (“Heart of the Father)” came a proclamation from the Apostolic 

Penitentiary about special plenary indulgences that are now available for 

this Year of St. Joseph.  

Pope Francis Proclaims 
Year of Saint Joseph 
 
Church grants plenary 
indulgence 
 
The Litany of St. Joseph 
 
INSERT: 
Apostolic Letter of the 
Holy Father 
Patris Corde 
 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
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Pope Francis proclaims “Year of St. Joseph” 
With the Apostolic Letter “Patris corde” (“With a Father’s Heart”), Pope Francis recalls the 150th anniversary of the  
declaration of Saint Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church. To mark the occasion, the Holy Father has proclaimed a  
“Year of Saint Joseph” from today, 8 December 2020, to 8 December 2021. 
By Vatican News 

 

In a new Apostolic Letter entitled Patris corde (“With a Father’s Heart”), Pope Francis describes 
Saint Joseph as a beloved father, a tender and loving father, an obedient father, an accepting father, a 
father who is creatively courageous, a working father, a father in the shadows. 

The Letter marks the 150th anniversary of Blessed Pope Pius IX’s declaration of St Joseph as  
Patron of the Universal Church. To celebrate the anniversary, Pope Francis has proclaimed a special 
“Year of St Joseph,” beginning on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 2020 and extending to 
the same feast in 2021. 
 

Church grants plenary indulgence for year of St. Joseph 
The Holy Father wrote Patris corde against the backdrop of the Covid-19 pandemic, which, he 

says, has helped us see more clearly the importance of “ordinary” people who, though far from the 
limelight, exercise patience and offer hope every day. In this, they resemble Saint Joseph, “the man 
who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden presence,” who nonetheless played “an incomparable 
role in the history of salvation.” 
 

A beloved, tender, obedient father 
Saint Joseph, in fact, “concretely expressed his fatherhood” by making an offering of himself in 

love,“ a love placed at the service of the Messiah who was growing to maturity in his home,” writes 
Pope Francis, quoting his predecessor St Paul VI. 

And because of his role at “the crossroads between the Old and New Testament,” St Joseph 

“has always been venerated as a father by the Christian people” (PC, 1). In him, “Jesus saw the tender 

love of God,” the one that helps us accept our weakness, because “it is through” and despite “our fears, 

our frailties, and our weakness” that most divine designs are realized. “Only tender love will save us 

from the snares of the accuser,” emphasizes the Pontiff, and it is by encountering God’s mercy  

especially in the Sacrament of Reconciliation that we “experience His truth and tenderness,” – because 

“we know that God’s truth does not condemn us, but instead welcomes, embraces, sustains and  

forgives us” (2). 

Joseph is also a father in obedience to God: with his ‘fiat’ he protects Mary and Jesus and  

teaches his Son to “do the will of the Father.” Called by God to serve the mission of Jesus, he 

“cooperated… in the great mystery of Redemption,” as St John Paul II said, “and is truly a minister of 

salvation” (3). 
 

Welcoming the will of God 
At the same time, Joseph is “an accepting Father,” because he “accepted Mary unconditionally” 

— an important gesture even today, says Pope Francis, “in our world where psychological, verbal and 

physical violence towards women is so evident.” But the Bridegroom of Mary is also the one who, 

trusting in the Lord, accepts in his life even the events that he does not understand, “setting aside his 

own ideas” and reconciling himself with his own history. 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2020-12/apostolic-penitentiary-plenary-indulgence-year-st-joseph.html
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Page 3 
Joseph’s spiritual path “is not one that explains, but accepts” — which does not mean that he  

is “resigned.” Instead, he is “courageously and firmly proactive,” because with “Holy Spirit’s gift of  

fortitude,” and full of hope, he is able “to accept life as it is, with all its contradictions, frustrations and 

disappointments.” In practice, through St. Joseph, it is as if God were to repeat to us: “Do not be 

afraid!” because “faith gives meaning to every event, however happy or sad,” and makes us aware that 

“God can make flowers spring up from stony ground.” Joseph “did not look for shortcuts but  

confronted reality with open eyes and accepted personal responsibility for it.” For this reason, “he  

encourages us to accept and welcome others as they are, without exception, and to show special  

concern for the weak” (4). 

 

A creatively courageous father, example of love 

Patris corde highlights “the creative courage” of St. Joseph, which “emerges especially in the way 

we deal with difficulties.” “The carpenter of Nazareth,” explains the Pope, was able to turn a problem 

into a possibility by trusting in divine providence.” He had to deal with “the concrete problems” his 

Family faced, problems faced by other families in the world, and especially those of migrants. 

In this sense, St. Joseph is “the special patron of all those forced to leave their native lands  

because of war, hatred, persecution and poverty.” As the guardian of Jesus and Mary, Joseph cannot 

“be other than the guardian of the Church,” of her motherhood, and of the Body of Christ. 

“Consequently, every poor, needy, suffering or dying person, every stranger, every prisoner, every  

infirm person is ‘the child’ whom Joseph continues to protect.” From St Joseph, writes Pope Francis, 

“we must learn… to love the Church and the poor” (5). 

 

A father who teaches the value, dignity and joy of work 

“A carpenter who earned an honest living to provide for his family,” St Joseph also teaches us 

“the value, the dignity and the joy of what it means to eat bread that is the fruit of one’s own labour.” 

This aspect of Joseph’s character provides Pope Francis the opportunity to launch an appeal in favour 

of work, which has become “a burning social issue.” Even in countries with a certain level of well-

being. “there is a renewed need to appreciate the importance of dignified work, of which Saint Joseph 

is an exemplary patron,” the Pope writes. 

Work, he says, “is a means of participating in the work of salvation, an opportunity to hasten 

the coming of the Kingdom, to develop our talents and abilities, and to put them at the service of  

society and fraternal communion.” Those who work, he explains, “are cooperating with God himself, 

and in some way become creators of the world around us.” Pope Francis encourages everyone “to 

rediscover the value, the importance and the necessity of work for bringing about a new ‘normal’ from 

which no one is excluded.” Especially in light of rising unemployment due to the Covid-19 pandemic, 

the Pope calls everyone to “review our priorities” and to express our firm conviction that no young 

person, no person at all, no family should be without work!” (6). 

 

A father “in the shadows,” centered on Mary and Jesus 

Taking a cue from The Shadow of the Father — a book by Polish writer Jan Dobraczyński — 

Pope Francis describes Joseph’s fatherhood of Jesus as “the earthly shadow of the heavenly Father.” 
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“Fathers are not born, but made,” says Pope Francis. “A man does not become a father simply 

by bringing a child into the world, but by taking up the responsibility to care for that child.”  

Unfortunately, in today’s society, children “often seem orphans, lacking fathers” who are able to  

introduce them “to life and reality.” Children, the Pope says, need fathers who will not try to  

dominate them, but instead raise them to be “capable of deciding for themselves, enjoying freedom 

and exploring new possibilities.” 

This is the sense in which St Joseph is described as a “most chaste” father, which is the  

opposite of domineering possessiveness. Joseph, says Pope Francis, “knew how to love with  

extraordinary freedom.  He never made himself the center of things.  He did not think of himself, but 

focused instead on the lives of Mary and Jesus.” 

Happiness for Joseph involved a true gift of self: “In him, we never see frustration, but only 

trust,” writes Pope Francis. “His patient silence was the prelude to concrete expressions of trust.”  

Joseph stands out, therefore, as an exemplary figure for our time, in a world that “needs fathers and 

not tyrants”; a society that “rejects those who confuse authority with authoritarianism, service with 

servility, discussion with oppression, charity with a welfare mentality, power with destruction.” 

True fathers, instead, “refuse to live the lives of their children for them,” and instead respect 

their freedom. In this sense, says Pope Francis, a father realizes that “he is most a father and an  

educator at the point when he becomes ‘useless,’ when he sees that his child has become  

independent and can walk the paths of life unaccompanied.” Being a father, the Pope emphasizes, 

“has nothing to do with possession, but is rather a ‘sign’ pointing to a greater fatherhood”: that of the 

“heavenly Father” (7). 
 

A daily prayer to St Joseph… and a challenge 

In his letter, Pope Francis notes how, “Every day, for over forty years, following Lauds 

[Morning Prayer]” he has “recited a prayer to Saint Joseph taken from a nineteenth-century French 

prayer book of the Congregation of the Sisters of Jesus and Mary.” This prayer, he says, expresses  

devotion and trust, and even poses a certain challenge to Saint Joseph,” on account of its closing 

words: “My beloved father, all my trust is in you.  Let it not be said that I invoked you in vain, and 

since you can do everything with Jesus and Mary, show me that your goodness is as great as your 

power.” 
 

At the conclusion of his Letter, he adds another prayer to St Joseph, which he encourages all 

of us to pray together: 
 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

 To you God entrusted his only Son; 

  in you Mary placed her trust; 

 with you Christ became man. 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father 

  and guide us in the path of life. 

 Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, 

  and defend us from every evil.  Amen. 
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Page 5 Church grants plenary indulgence for year of St. Joseph 
Rome Newsroom, Dec 10, 2020 / 08:30 am MT (CNA).- Pope Francis has decreed a Year of St. Joseph in which 
Catholics will have the opportunity to obtain a special plenary indulgence. 

 
Until December 2021, there are many new ways that Catholics can receive an indulgence,  

 including entrusting their daily work to the protection of St. Joseph the Worker or reciting the 

 rosary with their families. These acts must be accompanied by sacramental confession,  

 Eucharistic Communion, and prayer for the pope’s intentions, the usual conditions to obtain 

 any plenary indulgence. Plenary indulgences remit all temporal punishment due to sin and 

 must be accompanied by full detachment from sin.  

 

According to the decree issued by the Apostolic Penitentiary on Dec. 8, there are 15 ways to 

 receive an indulgence in the Year of St. Joseph: 

1) Participate in a spiritual retreat for at least one day that includes a meditation on  

 St. Joseph.  

2) Pray for St. Joseph’s intercession for the unemployed, that they might find dignifying work. 

3) Recite the Litany of St. Joseph for persecuted Christians. Byzantine Catholics have the  

 option of an Akathist to St. Joseph. 

4) Entrust one’s daily work and activity to the protection of St. Joseph the Worker. 

5) Follow St. Joseph’s example in performing a corporal work of mercy. These include feeding 

 the hungry, giving drink to the thirsty, clothing the naked, sheltering the homeless, visiting the  

 imprisoned, visiting the sick, and burying the dead. 

6) Perform one of the spiritual works of mercy, such as comforting the sorrowful, counseling 

 the doubtful, instructing the ignorant, admonishing the sinner, bearing wrongs patiently,  

 forgiving injuries, and praying for the living and the dead. 

7) Pray the rosary together with one’s family in order that “all Christian families may be  

 stimulated to recreate the same atmosphere of intimate communion, love and prayer that 

 was in  the Holy Family.” 

8) Engaged couples can also receive an indulgence from praying the rosary together. 

9) Meditate for at least 30 minutes on the Lord’s Prayer, because St. Joseph “invites us to  

 rediscover our filial relationship with the Father, to renew fidelity to prayer, to listen and 

 correspond with profound discernment to God’s will.” 

10) Pray an approved prayer to St. Joseph on St. Joseph Sunday, the Sunday after Christmas in 

 the Byzantine Catholic tradition. 

11) Celebrate the feast of St. Joseph on March 19 with an act of piety in honor of St. Joseph. 

12) Pray an approved prayer to St. Joseph on the 19th of any month.  

13) Honor Joseph with an act of piety or approved prayer on a Wednesday, the day  

 traditionally dedicated to St. Joseph. 

14) Pray to St. Joseph on the Feast of the Holy Family on Dec. 27. 

15) Celebrate the feast of St. Joseph the Worker on May 1 with an act of piety or prayer.  

 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2020-12/apostolic-penitentiary-plenary-indulgence-year-st-joseph.html
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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“All the faithful will thus have the opportunity to commit themselves, with prayers and good 
works, to obtain with the help of St. Joseph, head of the celestial Family of Nazareth, comfort and 
relief from the serious human and social tribulations that today afflict the contemporary world,” the 
decree signed by Cardinal Mauro Piacenza said. 

 
The elderly, the sick, and the dying who are unable to leave their homes due to the coronavirus 

pandemic also have special permission to receive an indulgence by “offering with trust in God the 
pains and discomforts” of their lives with a prayer to St. Joseph, hope of the sick and patron of a happy 
death. 

The decree noted that in this instance the person must have the intention of fulfilling, as soon 
as possible, the three usual conditions for an indulgence, as well as a detachment from sin. 

 
The Apostolic Penitentiary permits any prayer to St. Joseph approved by the Church, mention-

ing in particular the “To you, O blessed Joseph” prayer composed by Pope Leo XIII: 
 

“To you, O blessed Joseph, do we come in our tribulation, and having implored the 
help of your most holy Spouse, we confidently invoke your patronage also. Through that 
charity which bound you to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of God and through the paternal 
love with which you embraced the Child Jesus, we humbly beg you graciously to regard the 
inheritance which Jesus Christ has purchased by his Blood, and with your power and strength 
to aid us in our necessities.” 

 
“O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, defend the chosen children of Jesus 

Christ; O most loving father, ward off from us every contagion of error and corrupting influ-
ence; O our most mighty protector, be kind to us and from heaven assist us in our struggle 
with the power of darkness.” 

 
“As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly peril, so now protect God's Holy 

Church from the snares of the enemy and from all adversity; shield, too, each one of us by 
your constant protection, so that, supported by your example and your aid, we may be able 
to live piously, to die in holiness, and to obtain eternal happiness in heaven. Amen.” 

 
 

 

about:blank
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Lord, have mercy.      Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy.      Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy.      Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, hear us.       Christ, graciously hear us. 
 

God, the Father of Heaven,      have mercy on us. 

God the Son, Redeemer of the world,     have mercy on us. 

God the Holy Spirit,       have mercy on us. 

Holy Trinity, One God,       have mercy on us. 
 

 Holy Mary,        pray for us. 
 Saint Joseph,       pray for us. 
 Noble Offspring of David,     pray for us. 
 Light of Patriarchs,      pray for us. 
 Spouse of the Mother of God,     pray for us. 
 Chaste Guardian of the Virgin,     pray for us.  
 Foster-Father of the Son of God,     pray for us. 
 Zealous Defender of Christ,     pray for us. 
 Head of the Holy Family,      pray for us. 
 Joseph Most Just,      pray for us. 
 Joseph Most Chaste,      pray for us. 
 Joseph Most Prudent,      pray for us. 
 Joseph Most Courageous,      pray for us. 
 Joseph Most Obedient,      pray for us. 
 Joseph Most Faithful,      pray for us. 
 Mirror of Patience,      pray for us. 
 Lover of Poverty,      pray for us. 
 Model of Workmen,      pray for us. 
 Glory of Domestic Life,      pray for us. 
 Guardian of Virgins,      pray for us. 
 Pillar of Families,       pray for us. 
 Comfort of the Afflicted,      pray for us. 
 Hope of the sick,       pray for us. 
 Patron of the dying,      pray for us. 
 Terror of Demons,      pray for us. 
 Protector of Holy Church,     pray for us. 

 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, Spare us, O Lord. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, Graciously hear us, O Lord. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, Have mercy on us. 
 

V. He has made him the lord of his household, 

R. And prince over all his substance. 

 

Let us pray. 

O God, who, in your loving providence, chose Blessed Joseph to be the spouse of your most Holy Mother, grant us the favor of 

having him for our intercessor in heaven whom on earth we venerate as our protector. You, who live and reign forever and ever. 

Amen.  

The Litany of St. Joseph 
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Blessing House 
 
We are working with 
the Blessing House to 
help stock their new 
kitchen! There are a 
number of ways that 

you can help us help them! See the 
gray box to the right on ways you can 
“Be Part of The Heart”.   
 

Blessing House is a non-
denominational, faith-based  
Children’s Crisis Care Center that  
provides care for children up to 12 
years old when a family is  
experiencing a crisis and needs a safe 
place for their children to stay.  
Blessing House provides residential 
care for the children and support for 
their families to help them address 
their situation. 
 

15 Years Ago . . . .  
When we were getting Blessing House ready to open 15 years ago in a 3,000-square foot house, it seemed so 
big! There were 4 bedrooms upstairs, 3 offices, a playroom, dining room, and kitchen downstairs. There seemed to 
be plenty of room. There was, until the children started to come and fill it up. Almost 1,500 children have filled these 
rooms during the last 15 years. Our children have been school-aged, toddlers and infants. Some have had special 
needs. We have cared for these children in this 3,000 square foot home, as many as 10 at a time. What at first 
seemed like such a big home turned out to not be very big after all. 
 

Not enough room . . . 
Over the years, as more families have learned about Blessing House, more have called for help. Our waiting list is 
constant, and it’s not unusual for us to have 40 to 50 children waiting to come and stay with us on any given day.  
But there just hasn't been enough room. We have regular requests from grandparents who are raising their  
grandchildren and need a break from the everyday responsibilities of childcare. Their grandchildren come and stay 
with us whenever we can get them in, but mostly, there isn’t enough room. We get phone calls from parents who 
had to leave their homes and have not been able to find a place to stay. They are just moving from house to house, 
and it has been hard on their children. We tell them we will have their children come as soon as we can, but, there 
just isn’t enough room. There just isn’t enough room. A line repeated too often, accompanied with regret and  
frustration.  
 

We knew we needed to do something.   
Blessing House has cared for over 1,500 children since opening in 2005. The need for services and support continues 
to increase, as evidenced for the last several years, by a waiting list of children needing placement. Blessing House is 
in the process of building a new home that will increase our capacity from 10 to 28 children to meet this growing 
need. The new 16,730 square foot building, located on Olivet Ave. in Elyria Township, will be completed this spring.   
The new building will allow staff to care for more children, provide expanded support services to families, enable  
additional collaboration opportunities with other agencies and engage more volunteers from the community.  
Individuals, businesses, organizations, churches and foundations have provided $2.25 million toward the capital 
campaign goal of $3.1million in a widespread community effort. Blessing House is in the final stages of our  
campaign, raising funds to maximize a 1:2 matching grant challenge from The Ben and Jane Norton Family.  

HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN ALMSGIVING THIS YEAR: 
• Purchase items for the Blessing House to help stock their new kitchen! 

We have a private Amazon Wish List link that can be found on our 
website. Purchase items from that list, and they will go directly to 
Blessing House!  

• Donate cash to the Charity in Love Fund and note on the check “To  
Blessing House Kitchen” so that we can purchase larger items that 
they are in need of to help stock their kitchen.  

 

In conjunction with the Social Justice Ministry and the Diocesan Social  
Action Office , we will be collecting items for the incarcerated. 
• Donate new, plain white men’s t-shirts and socks (socks with gray 

toes are fine) for the incarcerated.  
• Donate gently-used men's and women's coats or jackets for those 

who are leaving incarceration. We can also accept gently-used hats 
and gloves.  

• Donate money to the Charity in Love fund and note that you would 
like the money to go towards toiletry items for the incarcerated. We 
will be purchasing bulk items to be donated.  
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#2—The Year of St. Joseph 
This year, Pope Francis proclaimed a “Year of St. Joseph!” This is special to us since St.  

Joseph is our patron. We will be using this Consecration to St. Joseph book that you see to 

the right as a spiritual guidebook during the course of the year. You can order a book for a 

$10 donation by visiting the parish website: stjosephavonlake.org/YearOfStJoseph. Or 

contact the School or Parish Offices to arrange a pick up. 
On May 1—the feast of St. Joseph the Worker—we will consecrate ourselves to St. Joseph 

at the 4:30pm Saturday Mass. There will be a 33-day preparation for this Consecration led 

by Phil Lewandowski and Michael Grecol.  

2021 
SPIRITUAL OPPORTUNITIES TO START THE NEW YEAR AT ST. JOSEPH PARISH & SCHOOL 

 
As we begin a new year, it is a great time to take an account internally of where we  

are in our relationship with God. To begin this new year, we are offering three opportunities 

 to choose from that include ways to grow more deeply in your faith and deepen your  

relationship with the God who loves you beyond your wildest dreams! 

#1—The Search Book 
This option is the book you have in front of you! It is our Christmas gift to our entire  

parish. It is an extension of the beautiful video program we offered in the fall. We invite 

you to read this book at your leisure over the course of the year. You could read and  

reflect on one chapter each week during Lent. 
You can also watch all of the “Search” videos that we used in the fall on Formed.org, for 

free, once you create an account and specify St. Joseph Avon Lake as your parish. Call the 

School or Parish Office if you have problems accessing these resources. 
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Miguel Chavez MA, MBA 

 

Miguel serves as the Director for the office of Missionary Discipleship with the Catholic Diocese of  

Cleveland.  He has been active in ministry and education over the past 20 years, working with young 

adults.  He is the author of the From Water into Wine: A Young Adult Ministry Program and ELPIS Leadership  

Development Program sponsored by The Our Sunday Visitor Institute.  Miguel loves to run and train for  

marathons, fish, and cook.  He and his brother have a few award-winning recipes.   

 

Miguel is married with three children, whom he adores! He holds graduate degrees in Theology and Business. 

 

P.J. Chavez, MAED, CFII 

 

P.J. Chavez serves as the Director for Liturgical Music and Sacristans at Walsh University in North Canton 

and Campus Minister at Canton Central Catholic High School.  He has over 20 years of experience in  

ministry and liturgical music.  As well as being a musician and lay minister, P.J. is a certified pilot and check 

ride instructor through the FAA.  He is an avid marathoner, and, along with his brother, has a few award-

wining recipes. 

 

P.J. is married with three young boys.  He holds a graduate degree in Education. 

Lenten One Day Mission 

“Porters of the Faith” presented by Miguel & P.J. Chavez 

1 - 4pm Saturday, March 27, 2021 in the Church & via livestream!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

What is a Porter? 
A porter is an individual assigned to a door who, in exhibiting great hospitality, joyfully welcomes and accompanies 

people in from a journey, often carrying in the baggage of the weary traveler. 

 
Early in 2020 the Covid-19 pandemic halted a way of life we knew and sent the world into isolation. Businesses, 

schools and churches closed in an unprecedented move to curb the spread of the disease. For the first time in a  
century, we had to navigate physically-distanced relationships and re-imagine a new post-pandemic reality. Many of 

our regular devotional, worship, catechetical and formational experiences were transliterated onto virtual  

platforms that attempted to keep the faithful connected. Noble efforts were made to livestream Mass, prayer  

opportunities, and devotionals. But the Sacramental life of the Catholic faith is corporal and cannot be fully  

expressed in a virtual way. 

 

After months of existing virtually, parishes began to reopen. The precautions that were necessary to provide a safe 
environment for church-goers changed the feel of the worship experience. For many parishes, the return of people 

to Church is slow. While this reality is primarily due to apprehension and fear, other factors include lack of  

connection to the community, shifting value priorities, convenience, or a mix of any of these. And others 

 
Despite these challenges, months of isolation and fear have left people longing to be connected. The pandemic has 
also moved people to introspection by giving them time to discern meaning and purpose in their lives. The mission 

Jesus Christ entrusted to the Church calls us to respond to the cries of people looking for more. It is the  

encounter with Christ and the Gospel message that brings meaning, purpose and fulfillment to all our human  

desires. Pope Francis writes, “[Sometimes] we forget that the Gospel responds to our deepest needs, since we 

were created for what the Gospel offers us: friendship with Jesus and love of our brothers and sisters. If we  

succeed in expressing adequately and with beauty the essential content of the Gospel, surely this message will 

speak to the deepest yearnings of people’s hearts” (EG, 265). 
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Ash Wednesday, February 17 8am & 4:30pm Masses with distribution of ashes under Communion tent. 

   Holy Spirit Parish 8:30am, 12 noon, & 7pm 

February 19 - March 26   Join us for our Lenten Fish Fry To Go! 4 -7pm, order online! 

Palm Sunday, March 27   4:30 pm, Vigil Mass 

Palm Sunday, March 28  Masses 8:30 and & 11am 

Monday, March 29   Mass, 8am 

Tuesday, March 30   Mass, 8am 

Wednesday, March 31   Mass, 8am  

     Tenebrae online broadcast at 7pm 

Holy Thursday, April 1  Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7pm  

     Adoration following Mass until 10pm 

Good Friday, April 2  The Passion of Our Lord, 12 Noon  

     Begin The Divine Mercy Novena, 3pm (ends on April 11)  

      Stations of the Cross, 5pm  

Holy Saturday, April 3  Easter Food Blessing in the Church, 2pm 

  Easter Egg Hunt, Gather in Saint Joseph Hall at 3pm, rain or shine. 

  Easter Vigil, 8pm — No 4:30pm Mass 

Easter Sunday, April 4  Sunrise Mass at 7am, Masses at 8:30 and 11am 

Stations of the 

Cross will be held 

on Fridays at 

7:30pm in the 

Church, except  

Good Friday. 


