“I am the vine”
John 15:1-9 The Power of Resilience part 4



OPENING PRAYER



The Power of Resilience



John 15:1-9 (NRSV)

15:1 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. 2 He removes every branch in me that bears
no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3 You have already been
cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch
cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5 I am the
vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from
me you can do nothing. 6 Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in
you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear
much fruit and become my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my
love.


The Song of the Vineyard


Isaiah 5:1-2; 5-7

5:1 Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a
very fertile hill. 2 He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a
watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it
yielded wild grapes. 5 And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it
shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 6 I will make it a waste; it
shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the
clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and
the people of Judah are his pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but
heard a cry!


Isaiah 5 – John 15



Abiding in Christ
 Abiding
1. Abiding means taking God at his word.
o Deuteronomy 6:6-9

6 Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. 7 Recite them to your
children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie
down and when you rise. 8 Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on
your forehead, 9 and write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.
2. Abiding means spending time with God.
 Breathing in- being


Breathing out- Doing

3. Abiding means trusting in God’s goodness.


Titus 3:14 NRSV

And let people learn to devote themselves to good works in order to meet urgent needs, so that they
may not be unproductive.


Psalm 1:1-3

1 Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit
in the seat of mockers. 2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and
night.3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does
not wither.


Prayer

