
 

From First Congregational Church 

JANUARY 2019 

The Spire 

Office Hours 
Monday—Friday 

9:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 
 

We don’t think  

for you— 

We care for you. 

 

Senior Minister:        

Bruce Haapalainen 
 

Church Cabinet  Liaison: 

Ellen Eckert 
 

Director of Children’s Ministry: 

Sarah Ramos 
 

 

Administrative Assistant:       

Dee Vail 
 

Financial Secretary:               

Kim Stover 

 

Music Director:          

Richard Wink 
 

Maintenance Services:         

Jon Hall 
 

Custodial Services: 

Larry Scott 
 

Moderator:   

Joyce Adair 
 

 

 
 

  

 

Bruce’s Blog 

When I was back in the top-down, program driven, hierarchical church, (i.e. 

mainline denomination) we received a yearly “Per Capita Assessment.” 

What that meant was that we in the local church were assessed (taxed) on 

the active membership of our congregations. The number varied from a 

few dollars per person to $25 or more. This was based on several factors, 

the main one being what each Judicatory needed to operate. There was 

the Presbytery (county government), Synod (state government) and      

General Assembly (their version of the Feds.) This wasn’t for mission. Nor 

was much of it for programs. It went to feed the machine. It was for the 

cost of doing business. Per Capita Assessments were designed to cover the 

costs of keeping the denomination’s  administrative, overhead bureaucracy 

funded. And they were NOT voluntary! 

I tell you that to tell you about our national body the NACCC – National   

Association of Congregational Christian Churches. Our Association is         

involved in mission, continuing education for ministers, education for     

ministerial candidates, mission projects and funds for churches in crisis. In 

addition, they render suggestions and methods when asked about         

searching for a new minister. When we were seeking a new call, Jeanie 

found Mansfield FCC on an ad placed through the NACCC. Every year we 

are given a “suggested” amount to help the NACCC based on our           

membership. We always give something, but not the amount asked.  

This year we would like to offer the opportunity for those who are           

interested to take part in raising funds to go directly to the NACCC.  If not, 

say a prayer of thanks for the work of the NACCC and our ability to          

participate in it. 

To participate, send a check with “NACCC” in the memo line. For the whole 

month of January, we will have blue envelopes available in the pews to use 

for that purpose. Jeanie and I are giving $25. Your amount may be more or 

less, but every bit counts. 

This is not an assessment but a gift. Please consider sharing in the                  

opportunity. 

                 



 

Thank You for Your Support 
The 2018 Giving Tree Project was a huge success thanks to Carol Witchey and Karen Smith who  coordinated 
this outreach project and to you, the congregation, who are always so willing to support this undertaking.  
Fifty children/youth had Christmas because of your generosity.   
 

Book Discussion 
When:  Monday, January 14, 1:00 pm, Parlor.  Book:  The English Patient by Ondaatje. 
 

Directory Updates  
Later this month we will be printing new church directories.  Please take a moment to look at last year’s       
directory and make sure the information we have is correct.  The new UPDATED directories will be available at 
the Annual Meeting on January 27. 
 

Global Mix Up Continues! 
The world can be a confusing place – so can globes! If you brought a globe to be displayed on World           

Communion Sunday, you may have taken the wrong one home. Carol Kautz doesn’t have her globe and the 

one we do have, isn’t hers. If the bottom of your globe has Carol’s address label on it – we will gladly trade 

you!!! Thanks for checking! 
 

Balance Class Resumes 
The Balance Class will resume on Tuesday, January 8, at 3 pm in Blymyer Hall.  ALL are welcome!  Please let 
the church office know if you are interested in attending this very popular class!! 
 

2019 Flower Chart 
If you are interested in providing flowers for the table on Sunday morning, the sign up sheet is located on the 
bulletin board across from Blymyer Hall.  Several open dates still remain for 2019. 
 

FCC Soaring Social Group 
Friday, January 18, 8:00 pm - Mansfield Playhouse production of Murder at the Howard Johnson’s.  This is 
billed as a suspense comedy involving a love triangle.  At 6 pm we will have dinner at the new Reindeer Café 
downtown.  Reservations are needed by Thursday, January 3. 
 

Monday, January 28 - 12 noon.  Lunch at C/F on Main (formerly Ed Picken’s Café).  They serve a different 
menu each day.  For transportation, please call by Tuesday, January 22. 
 

Reservations and transportation arrangements can be made by calling Lucy Amsbaugh at 419.756.6871. 
 

A BIG Thank You!! 
The Annual Advent Workshop was a BIG success thanks to:  Jaci Schaber for organizing the Workshop crafts; 
Marlene Bisel for preparing the luncheon; and the older youth and their families for helping with the food and 
crafts.  The younger children and their families had a wonderful time!                                                             ~Sarah 
 

Within Our Fellowship 
Deaths: The congregation and staff wish to extend their sympathy to the family and friends of Dave Moody.  

Dave passed away on Saturday, December 8.   

                Sympathy is also extended to the family and friends of Laurann Clever.  Laurann passed away on    
Sunday, December 16. 

 

Birth:   Congratulations to Jesse and Ashley Hoffer on the birth of their son, Beckham Daniel, born             
December 5.  Beckham is the grandson of Jeff & Sue Hoffer and the great-grandson of Helen Gross & 
Barb Coker. 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 27, 2019 

11:30 am, Blymyer Hall 

Members of the First Congregational Church of Mansfield, Ohio, are hereby notified the Annual 

Meeting of the church will take place on Sunday, January 27.  Included on the agenda will be the 

2018 reports of operations, programs, fiscal activity, the adoption of the 2019 operating budget, 

the election of officers and committee members and other business which may properly come    

before the meeting.  A brunch will be served.  

 THERE WILL BE A CHAPEL SERVICE THAT DAY.  

                                                                                                                    Barb Gopp, C hurch Clerk  
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