SPOILER ALERT: April is Environmental Stewardship Month
Environmental stewardship refers to responsible use and protec on of the natural environment through
conserva on and sustainable prac ces. Each week during April, we will focus on a speciﬁc element of
God’s Crea on that we are called upon to nurture. The Book of Genesis tells us that a er God created
the heavens and the earth and all that is therein, He pronounced it “Good.” God then gave humans the
responsibility for being the stewards of His Crea on. We have not done as God instructed. We have
abused His Crea on, exploi ng it out of greed and carelessness. In May 2016 the United Na ons
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change issued an alarming report on the eﬀects of our squandering.
The report states, in part:
The problems have go en so bad that the panel had to add a new and dangerous level of risks, "very
high." One par cipant commented that it might as well be called a “horrible” risk level. “The horrible is
something quite likely, and we won't be able to do anything about it." The report predicts that the
highest level of risk would ﬁrst hit plants and animals, both on land and in the acidifying oceans.
"In recent decades, changes in climate have caused impacts on natural and human systems on all
con nents and across the oceans." And if society doesn't change, the future looks even worse:
"Increasing magnitudes of warming increase the likelihood of severe, pervasive, and irreversible
impacts." The report, the ﬁ h on warming's impacts, includes risks to the ecosystems of the Earth,
including a thawing Arc c, but it is far more oriented to what it means to people than past versions.
Climate change will worsen problems that society already has, such as poverty, sickness, violence and
refugees. While the problems from global warming will hit everyone in some way, the magnitude of the
harm won't be equal, coming down harder on people who can least aﬀord it. It will increase the gaps
between the rich and poor, healthy and sick, young and old, and men and women. And on the other
end, it will act as a brake slowing down the beneﬁts of a modernizing society, such as regular economic
growth and more efﬁcient crop produc on.
The report also notes that one major area of risk is that with increased warming, incredibly drama c but
ultra-rare single major climate events, some mes called pping points, become more possible with huge
consequences for the globe. These are events like the mel ng of the Greenland ice sheet, which would
take more than 1,000 years.
But the report's authors say there are ac ons that can be taken to mi gate the problems, if we act
swi ly and broadly. We have less than 10 years to implement these ac ons before our planet passes the
“point of no return.” This will take a commitment to Environmental Stewardship on the part of
individuals and na ons worldwide. Let it begin with us. And let us sound the alarm unceasingly to
defend God’s “Good” Crea on from this global disaster created by the very humans He charged with
protec ng it.
(Sources: h p://www.huﬃngtonpost.com/2014/03/30/un-climate-change-report_n_5060317.html and
h p://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar5/ and the full report at h ps://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/assessmentreport/ar5/syr/SYR_AR5_FINAL_full_wcover.pdf with an update published in 2018 at
h ps://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/)
Originally we had planned to observe the Presbyterian-led Clean Water Sunday ini a ve (read more at
h ps://www.livingwatersfortheworld.org/), inspired by the UN “World Water Day” on April 5. Recent
events have pushed that to later in the year. But there’s s ll much we can do “together apart” while we
strive to stay healthy in this me of crisis. Stay tuned for lots of ways we can heed God’s call to care for
our Home.

