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March, 2020 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
By decree of the Catholic Bishops of Ohio, all publicly celebrated Masses/Liturgies are suspended at 
least through the celebrations of Holy Week and Easter. In addition, the bishops of Ohio have dispensed 
the Catholic faithful who reside in their respective dioceses and all other Catholics currently in Ohio 
from the obligation of attending Sunday Mass, through Easter Sunday. In keeping with these directives, 
liturgies and other gatherings at St. Mary Magdalene are temporarily suspended to protect our 
community from the spread of the COVID-19 virus. 
 
This decision is not taken lightly, and we are all experiencing sadness, grief, and fear. However, we also 
believe these unprecedented actions are prudent and temporary. Let us not forget who we are, and 
whose we are: disciples of Jesus Christ, crucified and risen. Even though “social distance” may separate 
us physically, may we continue to pray with and for each other. I hope that you are safe and well, and 
able to stay connected on our website. If you know someone who is isolated or could use some 
reassurance, please contact us so that I or someone on our staff can call them. 
 
This is a fluid situation, with updates being announced sometimes multiple times in a day. We are 
working hard to respond to these changes in responsible and fiscally-conscious ways, but we need your 
help! 
 
The primary source of income to support the mission and ministry of St. Mary Magdalene is our weekly 
collection. This income is necessary to finance the spiritual work of our Church, and the temporal care of 
our buildings and grounds. Even though liturgies are temporarily suspended, our budget relies on your 
generous regular contributions. In addition, our Easter collection has traditionally amounted to three to 
four times the size of our weekly collection, a factor reflected in the budget that was developed before 
any of this public health concern started. We are so grateful for your financial support – your regular 
contributions cover salaries and operating expenses, and that will help ease us over this crisis time. For 
those who have been sending in your contributions during this period of closure, thank you for going 
out of your way to support our ministry. It is deeply appreciated. 
 
If you participate in automated giving, THANK YOU. If you are not already an automated giver, please 
consider signing up for automated giving. There is an enrollment form included with this mailing. If 
you’d prefer to utilize your weekly envelope, please continue to send that regular donation in by mail, or 
place it in the mail drop on the side of our building at the end of the ramp by the Parish Office entrance. 
(If using the mail drop, be sure to thoroughly push your items in past the inner mechanism.) If you’d like 
to make an online donation, you can securely do so through our website: smmwillowick.org. If your 
employer ever provides matching gifts for charitable contributions, please ask them to consider a 
matching gift.  
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We understand that these uncertain times have affected all of us, and your family’s needs are also a 
concern. Know that we will continue the ministry of our St. Vincent de Paul Society as long as we are 
able to safely do so. Be assured that our entire staff prays daily for you. I continue to pray a private mass 
daily, remembering especially the mass intentions that have been scheduled. Although we are adhering 
to any diocesan directives regarding sacramental celebrations and funerals, I am still available for 
emergencies.  
 
In compliance with Governor DeWine’s directive, as of March 24, our parish office is closed. As of right 
now, our chapel hours are Sunday through Thursday, 9am to 1pm. We apologize for any inconvenience 
this causes. Please feel free to call our parish office (440-943-2133) if you have any questions, as the 
phones are forwarded to a staff member during any closures. During this period of closure, we will be 
cleaning and disinfecting public areas and tending to maintenance projects as needed.  
 
Due to the current circumstances, our bulletin publishing company is temporarily suspending 
operations. We want to stay connected to you! In lieu of a printed bulletin, we are utilizing email and 
our website to communicate the latest updates and provide resources, so be sure to stay connected 
electronically. If you know someone that does not have internet access, please keep them in the loop. If 
you’d like to be added to our email database, please email the request to music@smmwillowick.org.  In 
the meantime, please continue to pray for each other. Our faith is strong! 
 

In Christ, 

 
Fr. Steve Breck, Pastor 
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