
 

 

 

 

     “People with Hope ” 

 

 We approach Easter as people with Hope. We place our trust in God’s Love for us 

found through Jesus, the Christ and our Lord. Our trust is expressed as faith and our faith 

leads us to Hope.   

 “Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ,  through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which 

we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, 

but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance,  and endurance produces 

character, and character produces hope,  and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been 

poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.”   Romans 5:1-5 

 I remember the World Religions class in Seminary. We had a colorful textbook with all the significant        

religions of the world. The professor was effective but I wish I had studied the material with one question in mind. 

Where is your hope? I challenge you to look at any religion aside from Christianity. What is their source of hope?  

Do they have to earn salvation? Is there a path to get there? 

 We, as Christians, know Jesus to be the way, the truth, and the life. We know God sent His Son to save us. 

We sing hymns like “My Redeemer Lives” and “Amazing Grace.”  These remind us Jesus is alive.  He died a real 

death and was resurrected to eternal life. This work of love is all about God’s Grace, His unmerited favor shown to 

us. 

 People with hope arrive there after a journey which starts with faith. Our faith in God causes us to be less reli-

ant upon ourselves and more reliant upon God. This lesson is hard in a world filled with messages about the value of 

being self-made and self-reliant. 

 I didn’t say it enough but it is important to understand that we are “Easter People.” We celebrate the birth of 

Jesus at Christmas but Easter is what offers us eternal life. We are a people with hope not because of what we can do 

but what God has already done. We are called to trust in God’s Grace, to have faith. Faith is the substance of things 

hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. Faith says that what God has promised will happen and it is so certain that 

it is almost as if it already has happened. Faith moves hope to reality.   Continued on back of your April calendar insert 

    

  

Pastor’s Pen 

 

During these 40 days of Lent, we focus 

on praying, fasting and almsgiving. 

St. Paul will be collecting funds that 

will go to the Samaritan’s Purse to 

help those in need in the Ukraine. 

Please prayerfully consider giving $40 

for the 40 days of Lent.   

 

“Please join me in praying for the people of 

Ukraine and for this conflict to end quickly.” 

Franklin Graham  



 

 

 

 

MEMORIALS  AND  HONORARIUMS 
 

Memorials were given in memory of Polly Lester by Gail Creel 

 

Memorials were given in memory of Emery Higgs by Faye Higgs 

 

Memorials were given in memory of Harold Fike by Rosemary Ellis 
 

Memorials were given in memory of Irma Tanner by  
Faye Higgs, Joyce Messick, Jennie and Robert Bickerton, Virginia Baird, Gail Creel 

Jayne & Larry Younginer,  Grace & Stanley Dawkins, Rebecca Carlisle, Gwen Jeffords 

 

Memorials were given in memory of Leize McDaniel by Gail Creel 
 

Memorials were given in memory of Rufus Brown by Rosemary Ellis 
 

Memorials were given in memory of Johnny Pierce, Gail Creel’s brother  

by Joyce Messick, Rosemary Ellis 

STAY CONNECTED:  

If you have special needs let us help you.  Please e-mail the prayer chain at trecygrant@yahoo.com or call the church office for  assistance. 

 Under Special Care 

Kathy Andrews Home Lou Hanna Pee Dee Gardens Myrtle Lowman Home 

Sandra Harris Home Emily Harding Home Jo Snipes The Manor 

Mary Dickens Benton House   James Stewart Home 

The pastor and congregation express their deepest sympathy to 
 

The family and friends of  Mr. William Aubrey Snipes 

December 31, 1919 ~ March 17, 2022  

 

 Easter Sunday : The McNeill’s  In Concert 

6:00 p.m. in the St. Paul UMC Sanctuary 

Suggested Donation $10 individual $15 couple/family 

 

 

The McNeills are a Christian group that are bridging the genera-
tional gaps with their unique style, variety of music and lineup. 
From praise and worship, to bluegrass, to a capella, to country 
gospel, to the great hymns of old, The McNeills truly have some-
thing that everyone can enjoy. With a full band including acoustic 
guitar (Caylie), bass (Chris), cajon (Landon), fiddle (Landon), 
piano (Grace, Chris), and mandolin (Michelle), The McNeills love 
to worship through their singing and playing.The group has been 
garnering attention across the nation as they have been invited to 
sing at Dollywood, The Ark Encounter, Singing In The Sun, The 
Gatlinburg Gathering, The Seminole Gospel sing, The National 
Quartet Convention, and churches and festival across the US and 
Canada. They have appeared on the ABC Morning Show out     
of Corpus Christi, were voted GMAA Group of the Year in 2017, 
2019 and 2021, were voted GMAA Band of the Year in 2018 and 
2020, and have had their viral “Silo Series” videos viewed  
9+ million times across the globe. 



 

 

Please Pray for our Outreach Ministries & Minis-

ters 

Lou Jordan, Francis Marion Wesley Foundation 

John and Susan McGee, The CRU Foundation 

Non Profit org. 
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Submit News Articles & Pictures for  the May Epistle by April 15th  to:  stpmed@bellsouth.net  

 Office Hours 
 

Monday—Thursday 
9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

 
 
 

 

COVID-19 REQUIREMENTS 

While in any of our facilities, please wear a 

mask if unvaccinated. Please maintain social 

distancing even if you have been vaccinated. 

WORSHIP SERVICE HELPERS 
 
 

April 3 - Liturgist:  Jay Beck 
Head Ushers: Sam Breeden  

Monday Counters:  Janet Howell/Judy Smith 

 
April 10 - Don Walter 

Head Usher: David Saleeby  
Monday Counters: Gwen Jeffords/Virginia Baird  

 
April 17 - Liturgist:  Michael Grady 

Head Ushers: Howard Cross  
Monday Counters:  Janet Howell/Judy Smith 

 
April 24 - Liturgist:  Patsy Slice 

Head Ushers: Barry Hodges/Ricky Bruton  
Monday Counters:  Gwen Jeffords/Virginia 

Corners of Your Field 
 
 

Cleaning out closets, drawers, garages or spare rooms?  Be sure to take the things you are giving away to one of the 
House of Hope Mission Marts and tell them you are from Saint Paul UMC. We will receive gift cards to give to those in 
need, because of your generosity.  

 

Worship Service and  
Sunday School Schedule 

 

9:30 am: Sunday School Hour 
 

Adult classes in the  

FLC and Admin Building 
 

Children in the CCC  
  

Youth in the Youth Building 
 

10:30 am: Worship Service  
In the sanctuary or watch us on Fa-

cebook Live. 
 

.Wednesday Night Fellowship & Dinner 
   

Wednesdays at 5:30 pm 
Please join us for fellowship, a meal, a time 

of worship and small group activities.  
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Kids Corner 
  John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 

believes in him should not perish but have eternal life ”  

 

April 2022! We’re picking up some steam. Sunday school at 9:30am, Sunday night youth 6pm-8pm, Wednesday night youth 6:30pm-8pm. 

We are having fun and increasing in our knowledge of the Bible. Help4Kids in March was good and we are scheduled to help pack bags 

again on April 9th. We delivered the donations from the church and we would love to deliver more in April so please bring your dona-

tions!  This is a great local charity and always a lot of fun helping. Please donate food items as you are able. The donation box is at the 

front of the church through April 3rd for your donations.  Proverbs 3:6. “In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.”  

We must keep our focus on God and the good news of Christ so that we can be a light in this dark world.   

 

Continue to do 

good and share  

Jesus with your 

friends and family! 

May God bless you 

and keep you. 

Amen! Keep up with 

your daily Bible 

reading!                                                                                                 

 Jay   beck.stpyouth@gmail.com 

 

To  give online, go to our web-
site  www.stpumcflo.org  

and click on the give online 
tab. This takes you to the giv-
ing page.  Click on the give 
online tab and follow the in-
structions to  set up  one-time 
or recurring  giving.  

Rev. Bette Hedden will be joining us in early 

July as our new pastor following Rev. Bratton’s re-

tirement. The appointment becomes official at the up-

coming Annual Conference in early June.  

Rev. Hedden and her husband are coming from the 

Charleston District at Cokesbury UMC. 

Youth @ St Paul 

We have had a great time 
on Wednesday nights. 
Please  come and join us!  

Our apostles in action 
kids have been learning 
about the armor of God. 
These are from craft 
night, their breast plates 
of righteousness. March 
9th our God Squad kids 
went with Mr. Michael to 
Help 4kids to pack food 
bags for children in need.  Melody beck.melody@yahoo.com 

 

Upcoming events  
 

April 10th   Children will walk in with 
palm leaves on Palm Sunday  
 
April 17th   During Sunday school 
hour ,we will have our Easter Egg Hunt for 
the kids. It will be in the field behind the 
Family Life Center.  
 
We will need individually wrapped candy 
and  plastic eggs for the egg hunt. If you 
would like to donate candy and eggs I will 
be collecting donations until April 10th.  
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