
 

 

 

 

“Clear Vision and Grateful Memory” 

 

         

“Merry Christmas!” 

“May you have 20/20 vision in this year of 2020.”  

These are two things I have not said to anybody this year. I do wish you a Merry Christmas, so the first statement is fine. I just 

have not said it because it was not time. I write this article in mid-November, well before Christmas. I am not ready to cast out 

Christmas wishes. I am not ready to put up Christmas lights or a Christmas tree. I might buy a few gifts but that is about it. We 

have neighbors on our street who have already started to decorate for Christmas. Too early? -I don’t know.  

The second statement – “May you have 20/20 vision in this year of 2020,” is a cute way to focus upon and use the year in which 

we reside. I guess I considered it too cute to say it but yet if the church was engaged in a “visioning process” -it would be an ap-

propriate motto. I am writing about “Clear Vision and Grateful Memory” because of something I came across in a book that 

James Stewart gave me.  He gave me a load of books and offered more if we decide to start a church library. If you have any 

book cases to donate - we will use them to start a church library. The book I pulled out initially was written by Dr. David Jeremiah 

and entitled “Everything You Need.” 

I looked at the table of contents and gravitated to one of the last chapters because I thought it could help me with Sunday’s ser-

mon. The chapter is entitled “The Blessing” and it connected with me because the Sunday sermon is about our last days and the 

concept of blessing and how to claim it. There are seven blessings provided to the faithful from God which are listed in the final 

chapter of Jeremiah’s book. I have culled out two of these blessings. 

The relevant scripture is from the second letter of Peter – chapter one, verse nine. 

“But whoever does not have them is so shortsighted that he cannot see and has forgotten that he has been purified from 

his past sins.” 

I assume we can agree that we would prefer a clarity of vision over being blind or impaired. The above scripture makes refer-

ence to spiritual gifts and how we can live a sanctified life. Put this list on your mirror. 

 Today I strive for… 

 1.  Goodness in addition to faith 

 2.  Knowledge in addition to goodness 

 3.  Self-control in addition to knowledge 

 4.  Endurance in addition to self-control 

 5.  Godliness in addition to endurance 

 6.  Brotherly affection in addition to godliness 

 7.  Love in addition to brotherly affection 

I like the example given in the book where the author writes about being in a chair in the exam room of his optometrist. I expect 

many of us have been fitted for glasses. The optometrist pulls around a large device that looks like “a complicated set of inter-

locking binoculars.” You put your chin on the pad. You look through the lens and find everything blurry.  

The eye doctor turns some wheels and click by click – things become clearer. The prescription for clear vision is provided by a 

gradual process using the lenses. Please consider the seven spiritual gifts as seven lenses. You add one but you are not done. 

Add another and there is improvement. Keep adding another lens of spiritual maturity and your spiritual vision will improve. Let 

us together – work on our spiritual vision.           

                           Continued on page 2 



 

 

 

 

 Under Special Care 

Doreen Copeland   Home  Gladys Hodges Methodist Manor  Sarah McNeil Methodist Manor 

Irma Tanner Home  Lieze McDaniel Presbyterian Home  Mary Dickens Home 

Hazel McGee Home   Joyce Messick MUSC Florence  Myrtle Lowman Presbyterian Home 

 

MEMORIALS  AND  HONORARIUMS 

 

Memorials were given in memory of Arlene Webster Herndon Crouch by Larry Herndon 

Memorials were given in memory of Jean Schock by Frances Mozingo 

Memorials were given in memory of Doris Hammond by Mr. & Mrs. George Slice, Jr. 

Memorials were given in memory of Norma Philips by Mr. & Mrs. George Slice, Jr. 

Memorials were given in memory of Harold Liebenrood by Mr. & Mrs. George Slice, Jr. 

Memorials were given in memory of Pastor Scott’s brother John by Mr. & Mrs. George Slice, Jr. 

Memorials were given in memory of Ben Kittrell by Mr. & Mrs. George Slice, Jr. 

Memorials were given in memory of Bill Roy by Mr. & Mrs. George Slice, Jr. 

Memorials were given in memory of Wade H. Dickens, Jr. by Mr. & Mrs. George Slice, Jr. 

Honorariums were given in honor of Frankie and Barry Hodges by Gladys Hodges 

Honorariums were given in honor of Doreen Copeland by Mr. & Mrs. George Slice, Jr. 

Honorariums were given in honor of Irma Tanner by Mr. & Mrs. George Slice, Jr. 

 

“Clear Vision and Grateful Memory” (continued from page 1) 
 

 

The second chapter of the ones I picked is entitled “Grateful Memory.” The main point is to remember the blessings of salvation. 

Dr. Jeremiah writes about keeping this memory fresh. He writes “When you diligently seek to grow in Christlike character, you’ll 

never lose the delight of what’s happened to you.” This grateful memory of salvation keeps us centered and gives focus and per-

spective. 

John Newton wrote one of my favorite hymns - Amazing Grace. As a young man, he was involved in much evil related to the slave 

trade. God saved him through the blood of the Lamb. At the end of Newton’s mortal life, a friend visited him and Newton communi-

cated two things to sum up his life. “My memory is nearly gone but I remember two things: That I am a great sinner and that Christ 

is a great Savior.” 

Merry Christmas points to a birth that gives us life. The year 2020 is almost over (perhaps we say Amen!) but let us strive each 

year for a clarity of vision, purpose, and loving acts.  

  

In Christ’s Name,    

Scott  

Pastor Scott  



 

 

 
 

Please Pray for our Outreach Ministries & Ministers 

 

Lou Jordan, Francis Marion Wesley Foundation 

John and Susan McGee, The CRU Foundation 

Rachel Hudson, Youth with a  Mission  

Non Profit org. 
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Submit News Articles & Pictures for  the January Epistle by December 15th 
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New Office Hours 

 

The City of Florence Proclamation  
requires wearing of  facemasks upon 

entry to all public facilities 
************************ 

 

Our current office hours are:  
 

Monday 
9:00 am – 12:00 noon  

 

Wednesday 
9:00 am – 12:00 noon  

 
Outside these hours, if you need to 

speak with someone, please call the  
Child Care Center at (843) 662-8085 

or go to the Child Care Center  
entrance and ring the bell. 

Sunday School  Resumes 
 

Join us for a unified  
Sunday School in the  
Family Life Center at 9:30.  
 

The kids will be in the  
FLC Classroom.  
 

Join  us for the  
Worship Service in the 
sanctuary at 10:30 or 
watch us at 10:30 on  
Facebook Live. 
 

Covid-19 Guidelines  
 

Please wear a facemask while in 
the facilities.  Please practice social 
distancing, seating yourself or your 
group at least six feet from others.   

WORSHIP SERVICE LEADERS 
 

 

First Sunday:  Don Walter 

Second Sunday: Jay Beck 

Third Sunday: Don Worrell 

Fourth Sunday: Michael Grady 

Fifth Sunday: Rick Howell 
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Corners of Your Field 
Cleaning out closets, drawers, garages or spare 
rooms?   Be sure to take the things you are giving 
away to one of the House of Hope Mission Marts 
and tell them you are from Saint Paul UMC. We will 
receive gift cards to give to those in need, because 
of your generosity.  

 

To  give online, go to our website www.stpumcflo.org and click 

on the give online tab. This takes you to the giving page.  Click on 

the give online tab and follow the instructions to set-up one-time 

or recurring giving.  

Kids Corner 
Bible verse: Psalm 150:6 

"Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.."  

 

    

Please continue to collect Piggly Wiggly receipts!                    Melody beck.melody@yahoo.com

  

        

           Tithes & Offerings        Attendance 

October 11, 2020  $    9,975.00  59 

October 18, 2020  $    9,260.00  69 

October 25, 2020  $  13,910.00  51 

November 1, 2020 $  93,261.00  64 

November 8, 2020 $  11,726.00  61 
 

Needed Weekly: $13,000.00      

Tithes Given YTD: $576,410 

Budget Needed YTD: $585,000.00 

Youth @ St Paul 

Merry Christmas! December 2020, almost done with this crazy year! 

Sunday School is still being held in the large classroom in the FLC, 

come join us and bring a friend and mask! Friendsgiving was different 

but great seeing everyone that was able to make it. Sorry to say that 

we won’t get to have our lock in this year but hopefully we can make 

up for it soon. Operation Christmas Child I think will mean even more 

to the kids around the world that receive it. It was great for the youth 

to get the opportunity to be small part of this enormous outreach! 

Have some plans for this month but still working out some details so 

keep an eye out for group messages and/or emails. Hope to see you 

in Sunday School!    

Jay  beck.stpyouth@gmail.com 

STAY CONNECTED 

If you have special needs—let us help you. Please e-mail the prayer chain at trecygrant@yahoo.com or call 

the church office for assistance. 

Happy to be FALL-OWEEN Jesus! The kids enjoyed finding trick or treat goodies. We visited 16 children with candy, crafts 

and prizes! Can’t wait for more fun stuff to come in December.  

mailto:beck.melody@yahoo.com
mailto:beck.stpyouth@gmail.com

