
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Answering Questions” 

A series focused on Ten Questions Christians are Asking by Dr. David Jeremiah. 

 

 As the year convenes, how are you doing with temptation? Perhaps the holidays presented temptations 
which need to be curbed or moderated or left behind and called sin. In chapter two of his book, Dr. Jeremiah 
addresses the question for today. “How can I overcome Temptation?” He offers an ice-breaker about a young 
priest being mentored by an older and experienced priest. The mentor told the young priest he needed to say 
something besides “Wow” when a person finishes their confession. 

 Sin is not new and our battle is part of an onslaught of temptation. I remember one of my first experi-
ences with the internet (a hundred years ago). Our daughter was about ten years old and was assigned a presen-
tation on Monarch Butterflies.  I did a search using those two words and was shocked with the results. Of the 
hundreds of appropriate references to butterflies, the results at the top of the page were links to porn sites. 
Sometimes, technology puts a capital “T” in temptation.  

 The writings of the Apostle Paul refer us to temptation as something which has plagued us for many 
generations. We may indeed be “New Creations in Christ” but the temptor is still at work. I hope you can rec-
ognize the power of God’s Word. Hear this from 1 Cor. 10:13: “No temptation has overtaken you except such 
as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able.” 

You are not the first to face temptation. Consider some well-known persons of faith from stories of the testa-
ments, Old and New. 

 Noah and drunkenness 

 Abraham and deception 

 Moses as a murderer and one with anger-control issues 

 David as an adulterer 

 Peter as one who denied Jesus 

 Paul arguing with Barnabas 

 Jesus is our model – tempted but without sin 

Jesus is our way of escape from sin, death, and temptation. He said in John 14:6 “I am the way.” We might be 

weak but Christ has the power. When temptation comes knocking, let Jesus answer the door. Jesus can be our 
means of escape but we need to understand it as a fleeting lifeline. If you hear that inner-voice say “This is 
wrong – don’t do it!” Please listen to God speaking to you. The lifeline thrown to you will disappear if you 
don’t reach out immediately. 
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MEMORIALS  AND  HONORARIUMS 
 

Memorials were given in memory of Mr. Harold Fike by  

Carole & Glen Neil, Gwen Jeffords 

 

Memorials were given in memory of Mrs. Lois Fowler by  

Louise & Ocie Fowler 

 

Memorials were given in memory of Mrs. Hulda Stokes Klumas by  

Carole & Glen Neil 

 

Memorials were given in memory of Mrs. Judith E. (Judy) White by  

Robert H & Jennie L Bickerton,  Carole & Glen Neil 

Gwen Jeffords, David Saleeby,  Janet & Larry Younginer 

Tom White & Family and Nita W. Zachow 

Mary Lou Hord, Janice & Mark Vinson, Michelle & Paul Holmes 

 

Memorials were given in memory of Mr. Rufus M. Brown by  

Susan Liles, Carole & Glen Neil, David Saleeby, Tom White   

STAY CONNECTED:  

If you have special needs let us help you.  Please e-mail the prayer chain at trecygrant@yahoo.com or call the church office for assistance. 

 

 

 

Thank You 
To our St. Paul UMC Family, 

     Thank you so very much for your prayers, thoughts, cards, 

calls and joining us to celebrate my Dad’s life. My Dad 

brought us to St. Paul UMC in 1974. We have celebrated 

many joyous occasions with our St. Paul family.  We appreci-

ate your continued support as we grieve his loss. 

   Love, Susan  & Richard Liles 

Under Special Care 

Kathy Andrews Home Lou Hanna Pee Dee Gardens Myrtle Lowman Home 

Martha Collier Home Emily Harding Home Jo & Aubrey Snipes The Manor 

Mary Dickens Benton House Sandra Harris Home James Stewart Home 

 

Thank You 
Words can say so little when someone has done so much.  

  I  thank you with all of my heart to St. Paul UMC. 

 God will answer my prayers 

 —sometimes when I least expect it. 

 

   Barney Davis 

Wednesday Night Fellowship & Dinner Resumes 

Wonderful Wednesdays resume in the FLC in January 2022! 

On January 5th the John Wesley Class, Group 1 will be providing 

the meal.   Please join us for fellowship, a meal, a time of      

worship and the resumption of small group activities.  



 

 

Please Pray for our Outreach Ministries & Ministers 

Lou Jordan, Francis Marion Wesley Foundation 

John and Susan McGee, The CRU Foundation 

A. J. and Rachel Hanke, Youth with a  Mission  

Non Profit org. 
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Florence, SC 29501 
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Email: stpmed@bellsouth.net 
 

Submit News Articles & Pictures for  the February Epistle by January 15th  to:  
stpmed@bellsouth.net  (please indicate EPISTLE in the subject line) 

 Office Hours 
 

Monday—Thursday 
9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

 
 

 

COVID-19 REQUIREMENTS 

Please wear a mask if unvaccinated. Please 

maintain social distancing even if you have 

been vaccinated. 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE HELPERS 
 
 

January 2 - Liturgist:  Don Walter 
Head Ushers: David Saleeby 

Monday Counters:  Janet Howell/Judy Smith 
 

January 9 - Michael Grady 
Head Ushers: Howard Cross 

Monday Counters: Gwen Jeffords/Virginia Baird  
 

January 16 - Liturgist:  Patsy Slice 
Head Ushers: Barry Hodges/Ricky Bruton 

Monday Counters:  Janet Howell/Judy Smith 
 

January 23 - Liturgist:  Cindy Crosswell 
Head Usher: David Saleeby 

Monday Counters:  Gwen Jeffords/Virginia Baird 
 

 
January 30 - Liturgist:  Rick Howell 

Head Usher: Danny Braddock/Johnny Hamer 
Monday Counters:  Janet Howell/Virginia Baird 

 

Corners of Your Field 
 

Cleaning out closets, drawers, garages or spare rooms?  Be sure to 
take the things you are giving away to one of the House of Hope Mission 
Marts and tell them you are from Saint Paul UMC. We will receive gift 
cards to give to those in need, because of your generosity.  

 

Worship Service and  
Sunday School Schedule 

 

9:30 am: Sunday School Hour 
 

Adult classes in the  

FLC and Admin Building 
 

Children in the CCC  
  

Youth in the Youth Building 
 

10:30 am: Worship Service  
In the sanctuary or watch us on 

Facebook Live. 
 

 Covid-19 Guidelines  
Please wear a facemask while in the  

facilities if you are unvaccinated or partially 
vaccinated.  Please practice social distancing.   
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The Epistle January 2022 

Kids Corner 
       Bible verse:  Psalm 150:6  

      “Let everything that has breath praise the LORD! ” 

 

January 2022! What? A new year again! Seems like it was just 2020! Been 

dealing with a pandemic like forever but also seems like the years are fly-

ing by! We will be attending Revolution 2022 this month on the 29th. In 

February we plan to attend Winter Jam 2022 on the 25th. We are also shift-

ing gears on our focus starting a new year. Proverbs  chapter 3 with focal 

passage verse 6. “In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct 

thy paths.”  We will still be living a “Transformed Life” as we strengthen 

knowledge and trust! I’m hoping to get back to a full schedule as well. 

Need some volunteers that I can get on a rotating schedule. Please pray 

about it and contact me. 

Continue to do good and share Jesus with your friends and family! May 

God bless you and keep you. Amen! Keep up with your daily Bible reading!                                                                                       

 Jay   beck.stpyouth@gmail.com 

     

 

 

 

 

 
Melody beck.melody@yahoo.com 

What a wonderful blessing it is to give to others.  

Thank you for all who packed shoe boxes for Samaritan’s  Purse,       
Operation Christmas Child. We collected 31 shoes boxes this year!   

 

Just a  

Reminder… 

 

 

We’re now 

accepting  coats, 

jackets, etc.  

Please bring your            

donations by the         

church office. 

 

To  give online, go to 
our website  
www.stpumcflo.org  

and click on the give 
online tab. This takes 
you to the giving page.  
Click on the give online 
tab and follow the     
instructions to  set-up 
one-time or recurring    
giving.  

 

JOB OPENING AT ST. PAUL 

 

St. Paul UMC, Florence, seeks a competent 

and trustworthy bookkeeper to accurate-

ly account for all funds received and all     

payments going out.  If interested in this 

part-time position, please contact Michael 

Grady, Staff-Parish Chairperson at 

mgrady@gradyconsulting.com  

Nolan is 2 years old. He attends daycare at St. Paul’s Childcare Center, where he loves 
to sing in chapel with Mrs. Melody and Pastor Scott. Nolan loves anything outdoors, 
planes, trains and cars. Every chance he gets, he is hanging out with his grandparents 
and loves being able to camp out with his granddad.   
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