
 

 

 

 

“True Freedom” 

 

I have entitled my sermon for July the 4th of this year as “True Freedom.” I hope your celebration of freedom or 
“Independence Day” will include our worship service on that day. July the 4th is a uniquely American holiday. We 
send up fireworks, grill hot dogs, and gather as friends and family. 

I write to you for a deeper purpose. I hope you will consider your freedom in Christ. Jesus said to believers: “If you 

continue in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 
free.” (John 8:31-32). You are not called to fight a battle for independence or freedom. Jesus, as the Christ, has al-
ready won the battle. Here are three things you can do to live out your freedom: 

 Believe in the power of God and the ability of Jesus to save you from your sin. 

 Seek Truth by reading the Word of God. Seek truth by following Jesus who is the Word of God in the flesh. 

 Do some of the work to seek God but give credit to God. 

I was not a great student in the seminary. Much of the teaching flew over my head. However, I remember a few 

things. I remember a short and simple Greek word which tells a story beyond its three letters, “Dia” means “through, 
by means of, on account of, or because of.”  Let us see if we can use “dia” in a sentence or two. 

You have freedom “dia” (because of) Christ. 

Jesus died “dia” (by means of) the cross to pay the penalty “dia” (on account of) your sin. 

The love of God flows “dia” (through) Jesus Christ to you. 

So, recognize you cannot “save” yourself. You are called to have faith. You are expected to trust in God’s love 
through and because of (“dia”) Christ. 

I remember my first semester of seminary. It was pretty tough. I wondered what I had gotten myself into. However, 
one of my favorite classes was the Pastoral Care class. There was a lab on Friday mornings where we as students 

would gather in small groups and discuss subjects assigned by the Professor. 

One of the first discussions connects to “True Freedom” and Jesus as the source. We, unseasoned students, were in-
structed to debate a controversial topic. “Is it acceptable/proper or unacceptable/improper to remove the U.S. Flag 
from the Sanctuary?” As a career military veteran, I was sure my opinion that the national flag belonged in the Sanc-

tuary would carry the day. I was shocked to stand alone on the “Nationalism” side of the debate. 

Open dialogue helped me to see the other side. I realized that my true freedom was not connected to a day in July but 
rather a Friday and a cross. I will close with the scripture from the eighth chapter of John’s Gospel again and high-
light three points. “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth 

will make you free” 

 Continue in the Word of God. 

 Seek and know the Truth 

 Claim Jesus as your Lord and Savior and His work on the cross will give you “true freedom” 

In Christôs Name, 

Scott 

Pastor Scott 

 

P.S. As I reviewed the Epistle, I saw we are at 67% of budget. Please recognize we cannot continue with two thirds of the finan-

cial ask. I refuse to be a slave to a budget, so please freely give so that we are not forced to make painful decisions. 



 

 

 

 Under Special Care 

Myrtle Lowman Home  Emily Harding  Home   Mary Dickens Benton House 

Irma Tanner Home  Lieze McDaniel Presbyterian Home  Jo & Aubrey Snipes Methodist Manor 

James Stewart Jr. Home  Lou Hanna Pee Dee Gardens  Kathy Andrews Home 

 

MEMORIALS  AND  HONORARIUMS 
 

 

Memorials were given in memory of Jimmy Griggs by Gale Galliher 

 

    

           Tithes & Offerings         Attendance 

May 23, 2021  $    4,190.00  78 

May 30, 2021  $    3,835..00  71 

June 6, 2021  $  11,012.00               93 

June 13,  2021  $    7,481.00  87 
 

Needed Weekly: $13,000.00    
Tithes Given YTD: $209,532.06 

Budget Needed YTD: $312,000.00 
Percent Budget Met YTD: 67% 

Stewardship  
 

To  give online, go to our website www.stpumcþo.org and click 

on the give online tab. This takes you to the giving page.  Click 

on the give online tab and follow the instructions to set-up one-

time or recurring giving.  

STAY CONNECTED 

If you have special needs let us help you. Please e-mail the 
prayer chain at trecygrant@yahoo.com or call the church office 
for assistance. 

As we are getting back into Sunday School there is a need for helpers with the children and youth. In accord-

ance with Safe Sanctuary policy we need two adults in each room with the students. Please consider helping 

out on a Sunday once a month or once every other month. We are not asking for teachers (although we wonôt 

turn you down!). We just need someone to be in the room as another adult presence.  

If you are able to help please let me know, call the church office, or get in touch with Melody or Jay.  

        Thanks, Trecy (trecygrant@yahoo.com) 

Thank You 

 

I wish to thank everyone for their kindness, the cards, calls, and  prayers following the death of my sister.   

With sincere appreciation and gratitude,  Debbie Jones 

 

Memorial Garden   

Many of you are aware that we have a beautiful memorial garden and fountain area 

on our church grounds containing pavers with the names of Saint Paul members.  As 

a reminder, donations can be made to purchase a paver in honor or memory of    

individuals.  Costs are: 

  $150   Large Engraved Paver        $100   Small Engraved Paver 

Forms and additional information are available in the church office. 
 



 

 

Please Pray for our Outreach Ministries & Ministers 

Lou Jordan, Francis Marion Wesley Foundation 

John and Susan McGee, The CRU Foundation 

A. J. and Rachel Hanke, Youth with a  Mission  

Non Profit org. 
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Submit News Articles & Pictures for  the August Epistle by July 15th to:  
stpmed@bellsouth.net  (please indicate EPISTLE in the subject line) 

 Office Hours 
 

MondayñThursday 
9:00 am ð 3:00 pm 
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bƻ Ƴŀǎƪ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǘŜŘΦ 

 

 
 

tƭŜŀǎŜ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 

ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǘŜŘΦ 

 
WORSHIP SERVICE HELPERS 

 

July 4 - Liturgist:  Don Worrell 
Head Usher: David Saleeby 

Monday Counters:  Janet Howell/Judy Smith 

 
July 11 - Liturgist:  Jay Beck 

Head Ushers: Danny Braddock/Johnny Hamer 
Monday Counters:  Virginia Baird/Pat Willis 

 

July 18 - Liturgist:  Don Walter 

Head Usher: David Saleeby 

Monday Counters:  Janet Howell/Judy Smith 
 

July 25 - Liturgist:  Michael Grady 

Head Usher: Sam Breeden 

Monday Counters:  Virginia Baird/Pat Willis 
 

Corners of Your Field 
 

Cleaning out closets, drawers, garages or spare rooms?   Be sure to take the things you are giving away to one of the 
House of Hope Mission Marts and tell them you are from Saint Paul UMC. We will receive gift cards to give to those in 
need, because of your generosity.  

 

Worship Service and  
Sunday School Schedule  

 
9:30 am: Sunday School Hour  

Adult classes in the  

FLC and Admin Building  
 

Children in the CCC  
 

Youth in the Youth Building  
 

10:30 am: Worship Service  
In the sanctuary or watch us on 

Facebook Live.  
 

  
Covid-19 Guidelines  

Please wear a facemask while in the  
facilities if you are unvaccinated or partially 

vaccinated.  Please practice social distancing.   
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     Please continue to collect Piggly Wiggly receipts!                 Melody beck.melody@yahoo.com   

Youth @ St Paul  
 

July 2021. With summer in full swing IΩm hoping it burns away the coronavirus! Sunday school is hap-

pening so join us on Sunday mornings. We are not having our scheduled Sunday night or Wednesday 

night meetings through the summer. The plan is to start back on normal schedule for all classes/

meetings in September. We are having a couple events happening in July (dates TBD) like a cookout/

pool party. Also trying to nail down plans for a ropes course.  We will be scheduling some service 

opportunities as well. Continue to do good and share Jesus with your friends and family! May God 

bless you and keep you. Amen!  

 
 

Keep up with your daily Bible reading and looking out for messages on Groupme!                                                                                                              Jay   beck.stpyouth@gmail.com  

K ids Corner  
Bible verse:  ò For we are Godõs masterpiece. He has created us anew in  
Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. ó   

Ephesians  2:10 

 
 

Hereõs a picture of Gracelyn at her graduation day. Gracelyn loves her new bike, 

going to the water park and her family! She also loves going to Sunday school & 

Mrs. Melody! This year she went to Virtus Academy and recently graduated 

from 5K. She will start 1st grade at Delmae in a few weeks. Gracelyn is a big 

helper at home and never complains when asked to do something. She is tired of 

being the little sister to Daniel and Trey! Gracelyn loves the Lord and can't 

wait to start dancing with the interpretive group at church. 

 

A Big Thank You 

      To all who helped make the  

  John Wesley Classõ Yard sale 

     A wonderful success! 

 
Coming Soon!  We are having Family Arts  and Crafts  for our summer  

program this year each Sunday at 4:00pm in July!   

 July 11th  ,  July 18th  ,  July 25th   at the Family Life Center  

Please make sure to mark your calendars. Join us in July for worship, 

arts and crafts!   

mailto:beck.melody@yahoo.com
mailto:beck.stpyouth@gmail.com

