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*Please stand 

 

GATHERING      The people come together in Christ’s Spirit to worship. 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                                   

 

WELCOME                                                                                           Don Worrell, Lay Leader   

                                             
*CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP 

They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love 

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord.  We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the 

Lord, and we pray that all unity may one day be restored and they'll know we are Christians 

by our love, by our love.  Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love. 

 

*GREETING                                                                                                                      Don Worrell                          

Our souls wait for the Lord, more than those who watch for the morning. 

Here, we find refuge and strength. Here, we find forgiveness and joy. 

Come! Let us worship the One who hears our cries and is attentive to our pleas. 

Our souls wait for the Lord, more than those who watch for the morning. 

 

*OPENING PRAYER                                                                                              

Bread of life, we come eager to be refreshed in body and in spirit, for we are hungry for 

the bread that comes down from heaven. By the presence of your Holy Spirit, build up 

our community of faith, that we may abide as beloved children and live in love as 

imitators of God. Amen. 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE No. 178 

Hope of the World………………………………….………………................................VICAR 

 

 

 

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH No. 880                                                                    
We believe in one God, The Father, the Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen 

and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, True God from True God, begotten, not made, of 

one being with the Father; through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation He 

came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became 

truly human. For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was 

buried. On the third day He rose again in accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 

the Giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

*GLORIA PATRI  No. 71                        
Glory Be To The Father……………..……………………..……………………...GREATOREX 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, as it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 

BLESSING OF BOOKBAGS AND TEACHERS (see insert) 

 

(Children are dismissed for Children’s Church)  

                                                                       

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                          

 

OFFERING    As forgiven and reconciled people, let us offer ourselves and our gifts to God. 

   

OFFERTORY                            Sheltered in the Arms of God                        Paula Alford, alto 

 

*DOXOLOGY No.  95    

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow………….……….................................OLD 100TH  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; Praise him 

above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. A-men 

 

*HYMN OF PREPARATION No. 430 

O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee…………………………………………………..MARYTON 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON                            Ephesians 4:25-5:2                               Don Worrell 

 

 



SERMON           “Walk Like an Ephesian Christian: Forgiven & Forgiving”        Pastor Debra 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Holder of our grief, out of the depths we cry to you with eyes red with tears. Amidst 

betrayal, we often cannot save the ones we love, and we are left alone in our sorrow. In 

our pain, we nurture anger and resentment, shutting ourselves off from paths of healing 

and wholeness. In our anguish, we speak words that are destructive and hurtful. Dry 

our tears, O God, and lead us anew in ways of kindness and love, mercy and 

compassion, that we may truly be called your beloved children. Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Pastor: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s 

love towards us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

 

Congregation: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

 

All: Glory to God. Amen. 

 

*HYMN OF DEDICATION No. 431 

Let There Be Peace on Earth…………………………………………………...WORLD PEACE 
 

*CHORAL BENEDICTION                                                                                   

Make Us One                                                 

Make us one, Lord, make us one; Holy Spirit, make us one.  Let your love flow so the world 

will know we are one in you. 

 

*POSTLUDE 

        

                                                                                      
 

 

 
 

Altar Flowers 
The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in honor of Daniel and Trey 

Johnson’s birthday, given by their family. 
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Melody Beck, Director of Children’s Ministries          Bill Edgeworth, Maintenance                                      
Kathy Lee, Executive Director of St. Paul CCC          Barney Davis, Sexton 
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PLEASE SIGN THE FRIENDSHIP PAD LOCATED IN THE PEW 
 



 

Blessing of Bookbags  

Saint Paul United Methodist Church 
 

 

Pastor: The children of our congregation are returning to school soon.  As 

members of the body of Christ here at Saint Paul United Methodist 

Church, our love and prayers go with the children in our church family.  

The backpacks that we bless today and the pocket cross we give them are 
reminders that we love these children and are praying for them to have a 

safe and successful year in school.   

 

Congregation:  God of Wisdom, we give you thanks for schools and 

classrooms and for the teachers and students who fill them each day. 

We thank you for this new beginning, for new books and new ideas. 

We thank you for sharpened pencils, pointy crayons, and crisp blank 

pages waiting to be filled. We thank you for the gift of making 

mistakes and trying again. Help us to remember that asking the right 

questions is often as important as giving the right answers. Today we 

give you thanks for these your children, and we ask you to bless them 

with curiosity, understanding and respect. May their backpacks be a 

sign to them that they have everything they need to learn and grow 

this year in school and in Sunday school. May they be guided by your 

love. All this we ask in the name of Jesus, who as a child in the temple 

showed his longing to learn about you, and as an adult taught by story 

and example your great love for us. Amen.  

 

Prayer, written by Wendy Claire Barrie,Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministries at St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal 

Church in New York City, buildfaith.org. 
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Blessing of Teachers  

Saint Paul United Methodist Church 
 

 

Pastor:  All who take upon themselves the name of Christ are called into 

ministries of love and service by the example of our Lord.  As these 

members of our congregation begin the ministry of teaching with the 

children in our community, we pray for the blessings of God upon them so 

that as they teach they will be vehicles of God’s grace, love and mercy to 

the children placed in their care.   

 

Let us pray, Almighty God look with favor upon these members of our 
congregation who reaffirm their commitment to follow Jesus, to serve in 

his name, and that we send into your service this day.   Give each of them 

courage, patience, and vision.  Bless these teachers that they may be a 

reminder of this congregation’s support of the ministry of teaching.  

Strengthen us all in our witness to the world and of service to each other 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, in whose name we pray.  Amen 

 

Congregation:  We recognize you as ambassadors of this congregation 

in the ministry of teaching to the children of our community and 

dedicate you to service in the name of Jesus Christ.  Through our 

prayers, we will be united with you in your work.  May God richly 

bless your labors!  Amen. 
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