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Sunday, December 1 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 Worship Service 

 
Sunday, December 8 
9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Worship Service 
 

Sunday, December 15 
9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Worship Service—Cantata Holy Light 
 

Sunday, December 22 
9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Worship Service 
7:00 pm  Upper Room Class Christmas Concert— 

Family Life Center 
 

Sunday, December 24 
6:00 pm  Christmas Eve Service 

10:00 pm  Christmas Eve Service 
 

Sunday, December 29 
9:30 Holiday Brunch—Family Life Center 

10:30 Worship Service (Hymn Sing) 
 
 
 
 

 

  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 December 1 

Read Romans 13:11-14 

 
11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to 
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; 12 the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the 
works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us live honorably as in 
the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, 
not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 
Perhaps you get up at 5:30 in the morning, or perhaps you sleep until 
9:00.  We are told to arise from our slumber.  Our scripture today does 
not caution against physical sleep but rather to be attentive to our 
waking hours.  During this season of Advent, let us be awake and 
attentive to what it means to live as Christians. We await Christ’s return 
and know that His return will be unexpected but not a surprise. 

 
That day is closer than when we became believers, which should cause 
urgency.  Don’t keep waiting to do right.  We are told to set aside “the 
works of darkness.”  Instead, put on Christ.  Consider what that means.  
We can display Christ-like attitudes and actions by doing God’s will, by 
offering God’s love, and by sharing scripture, which is truth and life. 

 
Please consider sharing your hope with someone you have known or are 
about to meet.  Tell them of God’s love.  Remind them that Christmas is 
about Christ’s birth and expected return – not a fat man with a beard.  
So, as you go about your day today, don’t get fitted for a Santa suit but 
prepare your heart to “put on Jesus.”  Attend to the ordinances of God.  
Pray the scriptures.  Sit quietly and listen to (and for) God.  Participate in 
worship services and the sacraments.  Ask someone to sit beside you 
and let them know of salvation. 

 
Prayer:  Dear Heavenly Father, Thank you Lord for loving us, even 
though you know us. Help us Lord to wake from our slumber. Set us to 
your path and embolden our purpose.  In Christ’s Name, Amen. 
 

Prayerfully submitted by:  Pastor Scott Bratton 



 

December 2 
Read 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give  you grace and peace.  I 

always give thanks to my God for you because of the grace he has given you 

through Christ Jesus.  For in union with Christ you have become rich in all 

things, including all speech and all knowledge.  The message about Christ has 

become so firmly established in you that you have not failed to receive a 

single blessing, as you wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed.  He will 

also keep you firm to the end, so that you will be faultless on the Day of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  God is to be trusted, the God who called you to have 

fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Good News Bible - Today's 

English Version 

 

Devotion 

The scripture you read here is like a challenge to be absorbed by each 

of us.  Everyone can be surrounded with Our Savior’s love each day.  

This is a season that everyone sees as "special" no matter what you 

call it, or how you choose to celebrate, the theme does not change.   

God sent a special messenger - his Son - to remind us throughout our 

days that Our God is a Great God. In addition, this special time of the 

year should be a time when we can share that spirit with everyone our 

lives touch. 

Prayer:  Dear Father, as we greet each day let us rejoice to be able to 

share your love and care along our life’s way.  May each life we touch 

be a shared blessing.  Amen 

 

Prayerfully submitted by:   Mary Dickens 

          
               

 NOTES 
 



 
 

 

 

 December 3 
Read Mark 13:33-37 

 

 

 

The Boy Scouts are correct: “Be prepared!”  It is sound advice, which has 
served that organization as a basic tenet since its founding in America in 
1910.  Having been a scout, I’ve kept that bit of good advice in mind.  It 
has served my family and me well. 
 
Sara and I love to travel, often to family and friends in other states or to 
international destinations where we spend several days or weeks away 
from home.  Preparation for such trips can be somewhat complicated, 
to say the least.  However, one thing that we’ve learned is that 
establishing preparation before the trip is just as important as being 
prepared in another state miles away or even abroad.  We must take 
care of mail, recurring bills, cleaning schedules, and, of course, Foster, 
our dog.  All this involves contacting everyone from in-town family to 
government agencies.  It requires vigilance. 
 
Vigilance follows preparation.  Thus, our biblical passage instructs us as 
Christians to prepare our lives as the owner prepares his household for a 
trip, just as Sara and I do.  We hire a house sitter and instruct him or her 
what to do in the case of an emergency.  The homeowner in the passage 
does the same with his staff.  By doing so, both we and the biblical 
master can feel assured that when the “time” arrives, everything will be 
in order, even if that “time” is unexpected.  We anticipate December 25 
each year, but all else is a mystery. 
 
 

 

 

Prayerfully submitted by:  Eddy Harding 

 

 

 

 

 



December 4 
Read John 1:1-5 

 
Devotion   

“In the beginning!” Not His beginning but our beginning. The Word 
was in “our,” “creations,” beginning. The Word itself has no beginning 
or end. The Word was with God, is God, and was there in the 
beginning with God. Wow, our finite minds have trouble wrapping 
around the infinite and the Trilogy of God. That is our problem. We try 
to bring God down to our size and wrap around Him. We must 
recognize that His wonder cannot be contained and allow Him to wrap 
around us instead!  
 
It is obvious to the seasoned believer that John is writing about Jesus, 
but to the unbeliever living in (spiritual) darkness, this is gibberish. 
That is why John starts out breaking it down this way. It might sound 
confusing but with continued reading it brings to light that Jesus is the 
Creator and giver of life. Until you get the basic concept that 
God/Jesus is above all, you cannot come to believe and trust in the 
Gospel, it just will not make sense. 
 
Because Jesus made all things, He makes the rules! In Him is life. Two 
things here: 1-He created life; 2-only through Him is eternal life. 
Without Him there is eternal darkness. John through the Holy Spirit 
and the direct teachings from Jesus describes Jesus as the light of 
men. In light there is understanding, you can see what is what, what is 
true. That brings hope. People will say in troubling times that they can 
see a light at the end of the tunnel. That is hope for the future, 
“brighter future.” Without Jesus there is no hope for the future, just 
darkness and separation from all good. It is so important that we 
remember Jesus as the light of the world as we are now in Advent so 
that we can reflect the light and the hope that it brings! 
 
Lord God thank you for your Word! Amen. 
 
Prayerfully submitted by: Jay Beck 
 

 

 December 25 
Read 2 Corinthians 9:15 

 
Devotion 

Wow, it’s Christmas!  A long-awaited day--the day when I can open this 

unexpected gift.  The gift I have been trying to guess what it could be.  A 

beautifully wrapped gift.  The gift with MY name in bold letter on its 

tag! 

This box appeared without my knowledge—here it is, a huge square 

box!  A box which has been wrapped using the prettiest paper—a box 

with a huge bow—a box with MY name clearly written upon its tag! 

This box is a gift for ME!! 

I can only imagine what this gift could be.  What will I be able to do with 

the contents of this gift—wear it—fix things with it—share it with 

others?  What IS this gift—this gift which has MY name written upon its 

tag? 

Yes, I can wear this gift—wear it so others may see it.  Yes, I will be able 

to fix things by using it.  Yes, I can share this gift.  The more I share it, 

the more I will receive by using it.  2 Corinthians 9:15 reads, “Thanks be 

to God for His indescribable gift.  MY name was written on God’s gift 

many years ago.  Thanks  be to God! 

Prayer:  Dear God, thanks for sending your indescribable gift on this day 

many years ago.  Thanks for writing my name, upon your gift so many 

years ago.  Amen 

 

Prayerfully submitted by:  Jimmy Griggs 

   



December 24 
Read Matthew 1:18-25 

 
Devotion 

I have always loved the stories about the birth of Jesus.  All these stories 

point to a special time when God became directly involved in the physical 

realities of mankind.  This story has always been surrounded with 

skepticism and controversy.  I believe it to be accurate and true because 

of what the story is about.  The story is about how the eternal can take on 

human existence. We know from other Biblical accounts that the “Word” 

was in the very beginning and that the Word became flesh. Jesus existed 

before He was born. Humans only exist after they are conceived and are 

born. The question is how does that which already exists arrive in physical 

form.  There must be a special way, a miracle, no doubt. I believe in 

miracles.  My hope is that the eternal continues to intercede and direct 

the course of mankind towards the ultimate good and its salvation as 

opposed to mankind’s final downfall.   

Skeptics tell us that natural birth cannot happen in this way. Do we 

accept this story on blind faith?  Think about the faith of Joseph. He was a 

good man who wanted to do the right thing. He was willing to quietly let 

the whole incident go. However, after all things were revealed to him, by 

FAITH he continued to believe, love and support Mary, and did not 

consummate their marriage until after all these things took place. From 

the very beginning the eternal has been able to express itself over, under, 

around and through the existence of mankind. That is what makes it 

eternal. By faith, as Joseph, we accept all these things until the final day 

when God will reveal all things to us through the glory of His Son, Jesus 

Christ! It is not blind faith. It is faith that has hope, promise of the future 

and an everlasting, eternal life. It all makes sense and it all ties together.  

Merry Christmas! 

Prayerfully submitted by:  Rev. Dane Morehead 

 
 

December 5 
Read John 1:6-9 

 
Devotion 

God sent John the Baptist to tell the world about Jesus. Luke describes 

how John first testified of Jesus when he was in his mother, Elizabeth’s 

womb. When Mary, who was with child, came to visit Elizabeth, John 

leaped for joy when Mary entered the room. Elizabeth then witnessed to 

Mary that she knew she was carrying the baby Messiah. Thus, John 

begin to fulfill his purpose before he was even born - to tell everyone 

that Jesus was coming. Therefore, the Christmas story really begins with 

John the Baptist. 

When the people asked if he (John) was the Savior, he quoted an Old 

Testament prophecy that “he was a voice crying in the wilderness” 

telling of the coming Messiah. John knew his place; he was to testify 

about the Savior, not for anybody to think he was the Savior.  

Our scripture for this day says John testified that Jesus was the light. 

Why is the light identified as being Jesus? Light gives us the ability to 

see and thus understand; in this case, to reveal the truth, as opposed to 

darkness that provides confusion and thus hides the truth from us. 

With light, we see God/Jesus; with darkness, we see the devil, the ruler 

of the prince of darkness. 

John called to the people to ask for forgiveness for the wrongs they had 

done. He offered baptism as a symbol for the people being cleansed 

from their sins. And most importantly, he revealed the light; to the 

coming of Jesus so that all of humanity may believe. 

Prayer: Father, we asked that you help us to open our eyes that we may 

see the Light during this Advent Season. 

Prayerfully submitted by: Saint Paul God Squad   



 

 December 6 
Read Jeremiah 33:14-16 

 
Devotion 

 
“Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will perform that good 
thing which I have promised unto the house of Israel and to the house 
of Judah. In those days, and at that time, will I cause the Branch of 
righteousness to grow up unto David; and he shall execute judgment 
and righteousness in the land. In those days shall Judah be saved, and 
Jerusalem shall dwell safely: and this is the name wherewith she shall 
be called, The Lord our righteousness.” 
 
John made a promise to his best friend Jack that he would be there to 
help on the day Jack was going to work on his barn. When the day 
came, and Jack was ready to start working, John never showed up. 
John’s broken promise to Jack hurt him deeply and broke the trust he 
had for his friend.  
 
Our scripture verses talk about a promise God makes to David. He 
fulfilled his promise by sending us his son to save us from our sins. As 
we go through this season and celebrate the birth of Jesus let’s not 
forget the promise that God fulfilled.  
 
Aren’t we thankful that God keeps his promises? 
 
Prayer:  Dear Heavenly Father, we are so thankful for the promise you 
gave us of salvation in your son Jesus and we ask that with your 
strength we can keep our promises to you. Amen 
 
 

Prayerfully submitted by:  Lance Hatchell and Allison King 

 December 23 
Read Zephaniah 3:14-17 

Devotion   
 

The God who Saves and Sings 

I’ve had laryngitis for 4 months. In Worship services, all I could do was 

whisper the words of hymns. The Scripture assigned for this devotional: 

Zephaniah 3: 14-17 NRSV “Sing aloud, O daughter Zion;…Rejoice and 

exult with all your heart…Hmm an omen from God?   

About 630 years before the birth of Jesus Zephaniah prophesied in 

Jerusalem during the reign of Josiah concerning the Millennial Kingdom. 

Verse 15 “the LORD has taken away the judgments against you,…the 

LORD is in your midst…” Verse 16b “do not fear O Zion…”; Verse 

17...“The LORD, your God, is in your midst, he will rejoice over you 

with gladness, He will renew you in his love; He will exult over you 

with loud singing”. Verse 17 is the only verse in the Holy Bible that says 

The LORD GOD sings!  

It reminded me of Romans 11:33 “ Oh, the depths of the riches of the 

wisdom and knowledge of God.”  Christians love to rejoice at Advent 

and Christmas in song celebrating the birthday of our Savior.  However, 

how wonderful that Scripture (never before read by me) reveals the 

anticipated blessing that one day we will hear The Lord our God exult 

over us with loud singing.  This is one concert I don’t want to miss!      

Prayer: Father God, Lord Jesus, Holy Spirit thank you for your great love, 

your presence in my life, and the riches of wisdom and knowledge 

gained through the reading of your Holy Word. Amen. 

Prayerfully submitted by:  Martha Collier  

 
 



December 22 
Read Isaiah 11:1-11 

 
Devotion  

 
Isaiah foretells the coming of the Messiah and the return of peace 

throughout the earth and all His creations.  

God loves to magnify His grace in mysterious ways. We tend to value 

beauty, strength, influence and wealth. God chose what is foolish in 

the world to shame the wise, what is weak to shame the strong. No 

one can then boast in the presence of God. 

The Messiah will not be born into privilege. Jesse, the father of King 

David, was never a king. Being foretold as a root of Jesse, the Messiah 

will not be born of royalty. He will inherit the kingdom of heaven. 

The Messiah will be more than an equal to King David. His kingdom 

extends across the lands and beyond the seas. The kingdom of heaven 

is his domain. The Messiah will do what no mortal king has ever done. 

His innocence and spiritual strength can be attributed to what is called 

the Incarnation; God was born a man in the person of Jesus Christ. 

His first coming as a child in Bethlehem was humble and simple. He 

lived among us, was crucified and resurrected. This showed the world 

He is one with God. 

Prayer:  Lord, may our example and endeavors help to promote the 

honor of Christ and his kingdom of peace. 

Prayerfully submitted by:  Wade and Dotty Dickens 

 

 
 
 

 December 7 
Read Isaiah 6 

 
Devotion 

 

Our Advent passage comes from Isaiah chapter 6, which is the call 

of Isaiah as a prophet.  We are told that Isaiah is given the 

commission to go and tell the people that they have sinned. 

We can say that some are sent that people will believe.  However, 

some are sent that they may hear and not believe.  Isaiah was 

sent with a message of judgement.  He asks God how long this 

suffering will go on, and here comes the message of Advent. 

A stump from David would be the “holy seed.”  God was going to 

send his own Son.  The “stump” is referred to as the line of David.  

Isaiah says that the stump is the holy seed, which refers to Jesus.  

God was going to send his Son to the world, and this Advent 

season, let us share that all may hear and believe in the Christ 

Child of Advent. 

Prayerfully submitted by:  Joan Daniels 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

December 8 
Read Romans 5:4-13 

 
Devotion   

 
These verses affirm that God, in His mercy, sent Jesus to be our hope. 

They also ordain His praise.  As I was praying over this scripture 

passage, the phrase “glorify God by praising Him in unity” kept 

coming to my mind. 

Romans 15: 5 & 6, 11 (CSB )--“Now may the God who gives endurance and 

encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, according to 

Christ Jesus, so that you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ with one mind and one voice.  And again, praise the Lord, all you 

Gentiles; let all the peoples praise Him!” 

During this Advent season, we will enjoy singing familiar Advent and 

Christmas hymns.  The definition of hymn is: a song of praise to God. 

We have the opportunity, as the St Paul body of Christ, to glorify God 

by praising Him in unity with each hymn we sing.  The exciting part is 

that God lives in our praises to Him. Psalms 22:3 says, “But Thou art 

holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel.” 

As we sing hymns this season, may we think about the words we are 

singing and offer them up to God together in praise. 

Prayer:  Lord, we desire to feel Your presence among us. Make us 

mindful as we listen to the choir sing and our orchestra play, that they 

are not performing for our pleasure, but to praise and glorify You. 

Amen 

Prayerfully submitted by:  Janet Howell 

 
 
 

 December 21 
Read Luke 3:4-6 

 
Devotion 

4 “…“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
Make His paths straight.  5 Every valley shall be filled and every mountain and 
hill brought low; The crooked places shall be made straight And the rough ways 
smooth; 6 And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 

Luke here quotes Isaiah 40 to speak of John the Baptist’s journey 

throughout the region to preach a “baptism of repentance for the 

remission of sins” to prepare the way for the Messiah.  In those days, 

roadmen would level out and smooth roads, remove rocks and other 

debris along the way, fill in the valleys, and smooth out the hills for 

kings and other dignitaries coming to visit.  John applies this road-

working practice in a figurative way to the spiritual and moral 

preparation for the coming of the Messiah.  “Every valley shall be filled” 

means that the low things, the base things, and the dark things must be 

brought up to the light.  “Every mountain and hill brought low” warns 

that the high things of the heart – self-centeredness, self-will, and pride 

– must be brought down.  “The crooked places shall be made straight,” 

means that anything perverse, deceitful, or manipulative needs to be 

straightened out.  ”The rough ways smooth” points to the need to 

remove any obstacles, idolatries, and clutter that can obstruct the Lord’s 

entrance into our hearts. 

Prayer:  Lord, may we prepare our hearts for this season and give You 

the glory for the gift of Your Son Jesus Christ and eternal life through 

Him. 

Prayerfully submitted by:  David Saleeby 



December 20 
Read John 9:1-7 

 
The Gospel of John identifies Jesus as “the light of the world” in 
several verses.  In John 9:5, Jesus testifies that he is “the light of 
the world.”  John 8 contains Jesus’ testimony that he came into 
the world as the light of men so that no one who believes in him 
should remain in the darkness of evil.  In John 1:6-9, we are 
informed that God sent John the Baptist to tell about “the light.”  
John himself was not the light; he was a witness to tell about the 
light.  John the Baptist announced the coming of the Savior, the 
one who gives light to everyone. 
 
Jesus Christ is the Creator of life, and his life brings light to 
humankind.  In his light, we see ourselves, as we really are 
(sinners in need of a Savior).  When we follow Jesus, the true 
Light, we can avoid walking blindly and falling into sin.  He lights 
the path ahead of us so we can see how to live.  He removes the 
darkness of sin from our lives. 
 
Christ chose to reflect his light through his followers to an 
unbelieving world.  The word witness indicates our role as 
reflectors of Christ’s light.  In that role, we should point others to 
Christ, the Light.  
 
As Hank Williams wrote: 

“I wandered so aimless a life filled with sin 
I wouldn’t let my dear Savior in. 

Then Jesus came like a stranger in the night 
Praise the Lord, I saw the light.” 

 

Prayerfully submitted by Quinn Alford 

 

 

  December 9 
Read Psalms 43:3-5 

 

Verse 3 of Psalm 43 reminds me of how sailors used to depend on 

lighthouses before the introduction of GPS guidance systems.  The 

warning sound and the light of the lighthouse would help them avoid 

hazards along the shore and guide them safely into their intended port. 

The psalmist asks God to send forth His light and His truth to guide him 

and to bring him to the place where God dwells.  When God sent his 

son, Jesus, to be born; not only did He answer this psalmist’s plea, but 

He also filled the need of all humankind for light and truth. 

The cares of today’s world may make us feel discouraged.  However as 

we prepare to celebrate the birth of the Messiah, we should, like the 

psalmist, question why this should make us downcast.  Put your hope in 

God and praise Him for the gift of the Savior.  Jesus is the one who lights 

our way, leads us to the truth, and brings us to eternal life in the place 

where God dwells. 

Prayer:  Most Holy God, Your light and your truth, personified in your 

son Jesus, are the source of our hope.  Thank you for this eternal gift.  

Amen. 

 

Prayerfully submitted by:  Lou Hanna 

 

 



December 10 
Read Psalm 27:1-4 

Devotion 
 “The Lord is my light and my salvation.  Should I fear anyone?  The Lord is a fortress 
protecting my life.  Should I be frightened of anything?  I have asked one thing from 
the Lord, it’s all I seek, to live in the Lord’s house all the days of my life.”  

 

What do you fear most?  Maybe it’s the loss of a job or a physical illness.  

Maybe it’s death itself.  At some point in our lives we all experience fear.  

David was well acquainted with this emotion.  He spent much of his life 

running from Saul in fear for his life.  He probably wrote Psalm 27 during 

a time he was experiencing this emotion.  David’s response to fear was 

faith.   

The emotion of fear can only exist in the absence of faith.  For me faith 

means believing God is who He says He is, and He can do what He says He 

can do.  Faith is a three-step process.  First, there is the presentation of 

facts about God.  You have knowledge of who he is.  Second, there is the 

acceptance of these facts as true.  You choose to accept those facts and 

believe.  Third, (and this is the hardest step) you must trust.  Once you 

choose to believe you must learn to trust God.   

Trust is easy when everything in life is good.  Trust becomes difficult when 

troubles and hardship come.  My experience has been that my trust has 

grown and strengthened during the difficult times.  God has drawn me 

closer through adversity. 

We trust a bank to keep our money safe.  We trust doctors and hospitals 

to keep us healthy.  Why do we struggle to trust God?  During the Advent 

season, we anticipate the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  He came to 

conquer sin and death.  He is certainly worthy of our trust.  During the 

next two weeks, give him all your fears and concerns.  Should I be 

frightened of anything? 

Prayer: Almighty God, help me to trust you in everything.  Take away my 

fear and replace it with trust.  You are worthy to be trusted.  Amen. 

Prayerfully submitted by:  Rick Howell 

 

 December 19 
Read Isaiah 40:1-11 

Devotion 
 

In this familiar passage we read about the desert being made smooth 

and the valleys lifted up and mountains made low.  We are reminded of 

the brevity of life and that we are truly like flowers and grass that fade 

and wither.  Some other verses tell about the character God.   

Israel had been taken into captivity in Babylon.  Now God’s people were 

back in their homeland.  After living under the oppression of their 

captors they were needing forgiveness and healing and a reminder of 

God’s love and sovereignty.  Sometimes, we too, have been captured by 

an enemy.  Perhaps it’s unconfessed sin, fear, or unforgiveness.  There 

are things beyond our control like illness, grief, or unwise choices by 

loved ones. 

Go back and reread verses 1 & 2 and 10 & 11.  Just as the Lord told the 

prophet to “Comfort, comfort My people,” He comforts us.  He speaks so 

tenderly to our hearts and says the hard times will come to an end.  Our 

sins are paid for.  Our God is sovereign, powerful and mighty. 

And, as an added special blessing, the Savior whose birth we celebrate, 

whose coming again we eagerly await, will gather us, His lambs, in His 

arms and carry us close to His heart.  All of these are gifts to us this 

Christmas Season and always!       

 Prayer:   Father, our hearts overflow with gratitude.  You, the Great Gift 

Giver shower us with Your comfort, forgiveness, grace and love. May we 

also freely give these gifts to one another. 

Prayerfully submitted by:  Trecy Grant 

 

 



December 18 
Read John 3:16-21 

Devotion 
 

What is the best gift you’ve ever received?  I imagine it was given to 
you by someone who loves you very much. During the holidays, many 
of us are in search of that one perfect gift as an expression of our love.  
In John 3:16, we are offered the BEST gift ever; God loves us so much 
that he sent his Son to rescue us. Accepting this gift, we are saved, to 
know and be with God, now and forever. His offer is extended to all.  
However, we need to claim it.  
 
In watching The Polar Express recently, I was reminded of a significant 
word that defines our faith and how we can claim this gift.  In the 
movie, the boy boards a magical train and seems to be guided on a 
quest to help him resolve unanswered questions and doubts. In order 
to travel on the train, his shiny golden ticket is punched by the 
conductor; first with two letters, but in the end, with a single word. In 
this one word, all things are suddenly made clear.  
 
For us, John 3:16 defines not only the meaning of Christmas, but also 
the gospel as a whole. We are told that in order to receive the 
greatest gift ever given, eternal life, we need to trust in Jesus 
and...BELIEVE. 
 
 
 
Prayerfully submitted by:  Carol Hughes 

 

 December 11 
Read Psalm 119:105-106 

 

Devotion 
 

Dollie had her hand up. Again. With a deep breath, wondering if this 
was a diversionary tactic, I called on her. 
 
"Sir, has God ever spoken to you?" Despite teaching in a Catholic school, 
very few students have any religious background, so I take the chance. I 
tell her about I felt God calling me to be a Methodist minister - and that 
while it wasn't a direct voice, it was something that was pushing me in 
that direction.  
 
Hearing from God is difficult for my year 9s to understand, but I wonder 
if any Christians really grasp it. It isn't as easy as hearing a voice and 
there certainly aren't many burning bushes around. Nor is it as easy as 
finding a Bible verse (the Word) that will tell us what to do. 
 
More than life verses or those texts we like to point out what others do 
wrong, listening to God through scripture is more stepping into a story 
and living it out. It's the story of God emptying himself in Jesus. The 
more you read, the more God's story becomes a part of you. The more it 
becomes a part of you, the more the Word shines on your path. The 
path leads to a life of living as Jesus did - self-giving to the point of 
sacrifice. This is living for the poor and marginalised, and even 
sometimes taking questions from a year 9 hoping that the light has 
started to shine on her path. 
 
 
 
Prayerfully submitted by:  Will Grady 

 



 

December 12 
Read John 12:35-36 

 

Devotion 
 
Jesus told his disciples that “the light” would not be with them very 
long and that they should avoid walking in darkness because they 
wouldn’t be able to see where they were going.  I wonder how blind 
people take this.  They walk in darkness every day.  I’m sure that it 
must be carefully explained to blind children that Jesus was using a 
metaphor.  He was God’s light on Earth.  No one understood this 
better than Helen Keller.   
 
Helen Keller wrote, “I have walked with people whose eyes are full of 
light but who see nothing in sea or sky, nothing in city streets, nothing 
in books.  It were far better to sail forever in the night of blindness 
with sense, and feeling, and mind, than to be content with the mere 
act of seeing.  The only lightless dark is the night of darkness in 
ignorance and insensibility.”  Annie Sullivan truly believed that with 
the use of extraordinary methods a blind, deaf child could be taught to 
understand this so that Keller would possess an inner light that would 
never go out. 
  
The key to being brought out of a metaphorical darkness was for both 
the disciples and Helen Keller belief in that light.  Annie Sullivan 
provided the methods that Keller could use to seek knowledge, but 
Helen Keller came to understand that God’s light was just as available 
to her through Bible reading and faith as it was to anyone else.  She 
wrote, “For three things I thank God every day of my life: thanks that 
He has vouchsafed my knowledge of His works; deep thanks that He 
has set in my darkness the lamp of faith; deep, deepest thanks that I 
have another life to look forward to – a life joyous with light and 
flowers and heavenly song.” Amen to that. 
  
Prayerfully submitted by:   Rebecca Sowell 

 December 17 
Read 1 John 1:4-7 

 

Devotion  
 

“We write to you that your joy may be complete.  We proclaim to you, 

that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.  …if we walk in the 

light, we have fellowship with one another.” 

Today’s scripture talks about living in God’s light.  This October, on 

Youth Sunday our theme was about being Light and Salt.  The next 

Wednesday night God gave us an opportunity to put it into practice in 

someone’s life.  A lady, named May, with an obvious need of help, 

showed up at the church.  Some of us recognized her need and decided 

to extend the loving arm of Christ.  We prayed for her and it became 

apparent that some of the darkness in her life had been dispelled 

through the prayer.  May smiled, thanked us and told us how much she 

appreciated it.  We were grateful to be able to have the chance to show 

the love and light of Christ to her. 

These verses in I John tell us the light of God in our lives means we can 

have a fresh start because our sins are forgiven. We can have friendship 

and fellowship with God and with others. We can have joy that is 

complete!  

Prayer:  Dear God, in this time of celebration, we remember how Your 

Light came into the world through Jesus.  Thank you that through Him 

we can reach out to others to help them overcome the darkness in their 

lives.  Amen 

Prayerfully submitted by:  Saint Paul Youth 

 

 



December 16 
Read 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

 

Devotion 
Justin Bieber.  Chance the Rapper.  Kanye West.   
 
I’m sure you didn’t turn to today’s reading for a pop culture lesson, 
but these are the names that immediately came to my mind when I 
first read today’s scripture passage from 2 Corinthians.  Weird, I know.  
These artists have been wildly successful for their worldly music.  They 
have also been lauded by many for their foray into worship music and 
their proclamations of Christ as their savior.   
 
Many fans say that music from these artists was their first real 
exposure to Christianity.  Many others question their sincerity and 
hearts for God.  Of course, our responsibility is not to judge the hearts 
of anyone.  Paul reminds us in our passage today that we are to help 
to remove the veil that hides the gospel from the minds of unbelievers. 
Christ’s glory is often revealed through and by the most unlikely 
people.  Like Paul, for example.  He had Christians arrested and killed.  
Yet for a couple thousand years now, Christians have been reading his 
teachings about Christ that began with one miraculous encounter with 
Jesus. 
 
Paul also reminds us, however, that “what we preach is not ourselves, 
but Jesus Christ as Lord.” 2 Cor. 4:5 (NIV).  The truth of Christ does not 
become more true because someone more famous proclaims it.  It 
also does not become less true because someone with a history of 
unsavory behavior declares it.  As Christians, we should rejoice when 
someone is introduced to Christ, no matter the source.  But we should 
also remind new believers, and ourselves, that the truth of Christ as 
our savior and redeemer is best revealed through God’s word.  This is 
such a wonderful time of year to celebrate the glory of Christ and to 
introduce someone new to the true meaning of Christmas!                                        

 
Prayerfully submitted by:   Susanne Hodge 

 December 13 
Read Ephesians 5:6-14 

 

Devotion  
Jesus came into the world to give us light.  In fact, He is Light. 
Unfortunately, we are often deceived and live in darkness. Unless 
we are willing to accept the Light, this deception causes us to fall 
under the wrath of God.  So much of our world is covered in 
darkness, but we do not have to stay in the dark.  Once we receive 
Jesus, we can leave this former state behind us. 
 
When we do not let the light of Jesus and the Holy Spirit shine in 
us, we often find ourselves scared of the dark.  Paul encourages us 
to walk as children of the Light and learn what is pleasing to our 
Lord and Savior. He cautions us not to participate in the unfruitful 
deeds of darkness.  Instead, we are to expose the darkness and 
give off the fruit of light, which consist of goodness and 
righteousness and truth.  All the ugliness becomes visible when 
they are exposed by the Light.  We are to diligently seek the Light; 
acceptance of Jesus is not a one-time event, but a process of faith 
and discovery.  When we search for the Light, we will find Him, 
and Jesus will shine in us. 
 
Each year the excitement that is generated across the world when 
we consider the baby Jesus sheds a fresh light; and for a few 
moments, we can put aside the everyday cares of life.  Can we 
avoid the hustle and bustle of the commercial Christmas?  
“Awake; arise from the dead and Christ will shine on you.”  
Moreover, you will shine the Light of Jesus for others to see. 
 
Prayer: Lord, show us the light that we may shine to show others 
the Way, the Truth and the Life. Amen. 
  

Prayerfully submitted by:  Michael Grady 
 

 



December 14 
Read 1 Peter 2:5-9 

 

Devotion 
During this time of year, we celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  
Just as He was human and began life as a baby, we also began our 
spiritual life in Christ as a babe.  Peter encourages us to grow as believers 
and to build ourselves up in the Word, and be built into a spiritual house. 
 
In my parent’s backyard, lies a stone.  My Dad acquired the stone from 
Tallahatchie County, Mississippi’s original court house.  It was a corner 
stone.  By itself, the stone is unremarkable.  This one stone alone served 
no purpose. However, together with the other stones used to construct 
the court house, it represented justice to the ones who passed through 
the court house. 
 
Peter calls us to be living stones, to be built into a spiritual house.  Each 
believer is incorporated into the building.  By ourselves we may be 
ordinary, but together with other believers we are a strong spiritual 
house, with Christ as the corner stone. 
 
We are of value because we are possessed by God.  All believers belong to 
the spiritual house of God that transcends all locations and 
denominations.  Those who accept Jesus as the corner stone, see Him as 
Savior.  Those who reject Him, see Him as judgment, condemnation and a 
stumbling block. 
 
Peter reminds us that we are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation. We are God’s own people, in order that we may proclaim the 
mighty acts of Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light.  
Let us build our church with Christ as the corner stone.  During this 
Christmas season, thank God for His Son. 
 
Prayer:  Father, thank you for your Son and for the firm foundation we 
have to build Your church upon.  Accept our spiritual sacrifices – our 
bodies, our praise, our good works and our material things - and use 
them in the building up of Your church. 
 

Prayerfully submitted by:   Mark Lott 

 December 15 
Read Isaiah 60:1-3 

Devotion 
60 “Jerusalem, get up and shine![a] Your Light is coming!  The Glory of the Lord will 
shine on you.  2 Darkness now covers the earth, and the people are in darkness.  But the 
Lord will shine on you, and his Glory will appear over you.  3Then the nations will come 
to your light.  Kings will come to your bright sunrise. 

 
 
The morning is my favorite time of day. I love right before sunrise when 
the sky is turning from black to blue.  When you can see all God’s 
wonders of nature in front of you.  A time to thank God for the 
wonderful world he has given each of us with all its beauty. 
 
This time is also a time to thank God for the greatest gift He could ever 
give us and that was Jesus who is our true light.  He came into a world 
of darkness and lit the path to salvation for each of us. 
 
I hope in the hustle of this Christmas season everyone takes time to 
thank God for this wonderful earth and to give praise to Jesus for 
showing us the light. 
 
Prayer:  Dear Lord, you have given us this day and we give you thanks. 
Please help us to live it out in hope and with possibility. We pray with 
confident hope. 
 
In Christ’s Name,  
 
Prayerfully submitted by:  Dottie Bratton 

 


