
On Homecoming 

 I have been considering lately the idea of “homecoming” and how that image relates to our Christian faith.  I write this article for the church 

newsletter, primarily to people whom I have not yet met and not yet come to know.  I have been to Florence a few times for Annual Conference and driv-

en past St. Paul but never worshipped there or called this city my home. So, I write not because I am coming home but using it as a pointer to our mis-

sion together.  The “normal” first Sunday sermon or first newsletter article from an incoming pastor would probably be like a letter of introduction. In 

that letter, the pastor tries to give you a sense of who she/he is and a sense of potential ministry.  We need to get to know each other but I don’t want to 

write a newsletter article that is solely about me.  I remember a first Sunday sermon from a pastor twenty-five years ago, when I was sitting in the pew.  

In that sermon, there was no scripture or message of hope, there was just this new preacher talking about themselves.  I want to bring a message of hope 

but I will sprinkle some tidbits about me.  First, let us start with scripture. 

 In the Book of Revelation, John writes in chapter 21 about an image of Homecoming. He describes our eternity with God with images of new-

ness and hope.  “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.”  As Christians, our hope is 

pent up in Jesus Christ and His return.  That is a homecoming we can look forward to, because the ways of human brokenness will be no more and we 

will have been “prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.”  I hope St. Paul United Methodist Church feels like “home” to you. I hope it is your 

church home regardless of brokenness in the world or even who the Pastor is that serves there in Christ’s name.  I developed a habit in seminary of sign-

ing correspondence with the words “In Christ’s Name” and hope it conveys the attitude that what I do to serve and what we do together should be about 

Christ as Lord and Savior.  We look forward to better days, a new heaven and a new earth, yet we live out these mortal days with hope and enough joy to 

keep going.  I don’t know what God has planned for us as church in this place called Florence.  I hope I can serve and lead faithfully, but the power to 

get things done lies more with God working through us together.   

 When I first saw the Sanctuary at St. Paul, I felt like I had come home.  My wife, Dottie, and I grew up in the suburbs of Maryland just outside 

Washington D.C.   The church I remember from about the age of six was Good Shepard UMC.  The Sanctuary of that church looks the same as our church 

in Florence.  Several years ago, I went “home” for a Pastor’s convention in Washington D.C. and visited my home church. It made me sad to hear that the 

thriving church of my memory was not as viable as it once had been.  I remember days of worship where we would sit among 250 people, but now that 

number is closer to 60.  We want our churches to grow and be vibrant but sometimes we slack off, sin, and drift away from church as our home.  It 

should be a place where we await with expectant hope a better day with a heavenly homecoming. 

 Sometimes a homecoming is a lot of work. My wife and I have given more hours that I want to count preparing for this move. I hope you will 

help us to get settled in and have your house feel like our home.  We have moved before but not as often as many people who have served in the military 

for 20 years.  I served in the Submarine Service of the United States Navy for 20 years, from 1977 to 1997.  I remember Navy homecomings as the return 

from a 4-6 month deployment, where you were glad to be home.  That may be my earliest memory of what a “homecoming” felt like.  I served on 4 sub-

marines and repaired another 30. I was fortunate to be among just 7 people in the Navy who were commissioned as officers for a coveted Submarine 

Engineering/Repair specialty.  I was part of 8 different commands yet we did not move 8 times, as I was blessed to reside at one Submarine base in Con-

necticut for 17 of 20 years.  Following my retirement from the Navy, we continued to live in CT for another 6 years as I pursued a career as a Human 

Resources Professional, working in manufacturing settings.   

Then God moved me in the most significant way. I went from being a sideline Christian to an engaged leader to the place of discomfort that I 

hope to help move you.  I hope God can work on your heart, as I feel God worked on mine, to cause a question of conscience; asking if God had a higher 

calling in mind.  I answered a call to ministry in 2002. We packed and moved to SC to be closer to Dottie’s family in Lexington and to allow me to attend 

seminary in Columbia.  I graduated from the Lutheran seminary in 2007 and have been serving as a Pastor for 12 years.   I look forward to our work to-

gether… in Christ’s name. 

God has blessed me with my wonderful wife of almost 40 years, Dottie, and we have 2 grown children.  Our daughter Jill married her husband, 

Todd Frick, May 2018. They live in Blythewood.  God recently blessed us and them with Peyton Rae Frick, our first grandbaby and beautiful granddaugh-

ter, born May 19, 2019. Our son, Jacob, is 22.  He works as a Maintenance Technician in Chester.                                               (continued on next page) 



 On Homecoming (continued) 

 The last image I will share is a “Homecoming” with a college football kind of image. I am a bit of a sports fan. I will claim  Clemson as my 

college football team and have been fortunate enough to attend a few games. The “Homecoming” image I will offer is a football game followed by a 

dance.  The dance is scheduled after the football game schedule has been established because you want to make sure your team has won and the dance 

can be a celebration.  The opponent needs to be considered weak enough so you can anticipate the “win” and therefore prepare to dance.  Our Church- 

team is not affiliated with the NCAA, nor the NFL, nor the NBA or a MLB team. Our team is Christ-centered. Our hope and joy is because and through 

Jesus who is called the Christ.  The ways of this world will end in chaos. The hope for this world is in a homecoming where there will be joy and danc-

ing. We will be reunited with friends and family and the enemy of hope, who is stronger than a homecoming football opponent will have been defeat-

ed.  We, as the Church- the Bride of Christ, look forward to that day of victory.  We look towards that time when there will be no more death, no more 

mourning, or crying or pain.  We await a real homecoming…in Christ’s Name. 

Scott 
Pastor Scott 

          Stewardship Report  

 

 

OFFERINGS & TITHES       WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 
 

Amount received week of 05/12:  $  14,434.27    May 12:  114 

Amount received week of 05/19:  $  12,564.00  May 19:     131 

Amount received week of 05/26:  $    5,052.01  May 26:       102 

Amount received week of 06/02:  $    8,635.00   June 2:         103 

Needed Weekly: $13,000.00  
 

To give online, go to our website 
www.stpumcflo.org and click on 
the give online tab. 

   

This takes you to the giving 
page.   
 

Click on the give online tab and 
follow the instructions to set-up 
one-time or recurring giving.  

 

 

Congratulations to the Recipients of the 

2019-2020 Joan Stewart Scholarships 

Alejandro Bentacur 

Kristen Boatwright 

Sona Guzzarlamudi 

 

Have you bought your Saint Paul United Methodist Church Blanket Yet?  
It is a must have item this fall!  It only costs $10 and will support future 
projects at STPUMC.  Come by the church office and get yours today. 
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Submit News Articles & Pictures for  the August Epistle by July 11th to:  stpmed@ bellsouth.net  
(please put EPISTLE in the subject line) 

                                                            Youth @ St Paul 
  

          The month of July has a lot of fun in store for the youth! 
 

From helping with VBS, to pulling an all-nighter lock in, to a trip 
Carowinds, to outreach ministry opportunities! Dates TBA.        

Jay   beck.stpyouth@gmail.com  
                                       

                                                                               Congratulations to Sona and Payne! 

Kids Corner 
Bible verse:   Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.  2 Corinthians 3:17 
 

This year Vacation Bible School will be "Gifted By God".   We will learn how God 
has uniquely gifted every person for their purpose.  We will discover some of 
those gifts through art, creative ministry, recreation, and missions. 

 

If you would like to be a volunteer  for Vacation Bible School this year please let me 
know. Your time is greatly appreciated! 

 

Event Dates  
 

July 29th-August 1 Vacation Bible School 5:30-8:00pm   
  

  Please continue to collect Piggly Wiggly receipts!                                

Melody  beck.melody@yahoo.com 
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WORSHIP SERVICE HELPERS 
 
 

July 7, 2019 
Lay Leader: Lou Hanna 

Acolyte:  Crucifer:  
Greeter: Patsy Slice 

Head Ushers: Howard Cross/Tom White  
Monday Counters: Janet Howell/Nancy Kittrell 

July 14, 2019 
Lay Leader: Don Walter 

Acolyte:  Crucifer:  
Greeters: Julie & Brandon Shealy 

Head Usher: Barry Hodges 
Monday Counters: Virginia Baird/Pat Willis 

 

July 21, 2019 
Lay Leader: Mark Lott 

Acolyte:  Crucifer:  
Greeter: Vickie Tyner  

Head Usher: David Saleeby 
Monday Counters: Janet Howell/Nancy Kittrell 

 

July 28, 2019 
Lay Leader: Rick Howell 

Acolyte:  Crucifer:  
Greeters: Deanne & Sam Breeden 

Head Usher: Ross Huggins 
Monday Counters:  Gwen Jeffords/Pat Willis 

UNDER SPECIAL CARE 
 

Doreen Copeland at home 

Arlene Crouch The Manor 

Jimmy Griggs at home 

Doris Hammond at home 

Don Handley The Heritage 

Gary Handley at home 

Emery Higgs at home 

Anne Carroll at home 

Mark Lott at home 

Robert Lowman Sr. at home 

Hazel McGee at home 

Ellison Messick at home 

Norma Phillips The Manor 

Bill Roy at home 

Richard Schubert at  son’s home 

Eleanor Odom at son’s home 

Pat Sowell at home 

      Corners of Your Field 

Cleaning-out closets, drawers, garages or 
spare rooms?   Be sure to take the things 

you are giving away to one of the House of Hope Mis-
sion Marts and tell them you are from Saint Paul 
UMC. We will receive gift cards to give those in need. 

Please Pray for our Outreach Ministries & Ministers 

 

Rev. Rick Howell, Winthrop Weley Foundation 

Lou Jordan, Francis Marion Wesley Foundation 

John and Susan McGee, The CRU Foundation 

Rachel Hudson, Youth with a  Mission  

 

The pastor and congregation express their deepest sympathy to the following families: 

 

The Stewart Family 

Marta Stewart’s Mother, Anastasia M. Munoz—May 17th, 2019 
 

The Daniels Family 

Joan’s Brother, Ron Riggan — June 11, 2019 

 

MEMORIALS  AND  HONORARIUMS 
 

Memorials were given in memory of Ellen Walsh by:  Kenny & Sandy Williams 

Memorials were given in memory of Myrtle Johnson by:  Wesley Johnson 


