
Here is a listing of popular phrases with the Old Testament reference from which they 
come . 

 "A little birdie told me”  Ecclesiastes 10:20 
 “A man after my own heart" 1 Samuel 13:14 
 “A scapegoat”  Leviticus 16:10 
 "Apple of my eye" Deuteronomy 2:10, Zechariah 2:8 
 "Ashes to ashes, dust to dust” Genesis 3:9 
 "At my wit's end" Psalm 107:27 
 "Bite the dust”  Psalm 72: 9 
 "By the skin of our teeth" Job 19:20 
 "Can a leopard change his spots?" Jeremiah 13:23 
 "Drop in the bucket" Isaiah 40:15 
 "Dust of the earth" Genesis 13:16 
 "Eat, drink, and be merry" Ecclesiastes 8:15 
 "Eye for an eye" Exodus 21:24, Leviticus 24:20, Deuteronomy 19:21  
 "Feet of clay” Daniel 2:34 
 “Forbidden fruit” Genesis 3:3 
 "Golden calf" Exodus 32 
 "Hammer swords into plowshares" Isaiah 2:4" 
 "Handwriting on the wall" Daniel 5:5 
 "How are the mighty have fallen" 1 Samuel 1:19-27 
 "Like a lamb to the slaughter”  Isaiah 53:7 
 "Man shall not live by bread alone" Deuteronomy 8:3,  
 "My brother's keeper" Genesis 4:9 
 "No rest for the wicked" Isaiah 48:22, Isaiah 57:21 
 "Nothing but skin and bones” Job 19:20 
 "Nothing new under the sun" Ecclesiastes 1:9 
 "A fly in the ointment" Ecclesiastes 10:1 
 "Out of the mouths of babes" Psalm 8:2 
 "Pride goes before a fall" Proverbs 16:19 
 "Put the words in her mouth" 2 Samuel 14:3 
 "Put your house in order" 2 Kings 20:1, Isaiah 38:1 
 "Rise up and shine" Isaiah 60:1 
 "See eye to eye" Isaiah 52:8 
 "Soft answer turns away wrath" Proverbs 15:1 
 "Stood by the stuff" (a reference to troops that guarded supplies) 1 Samuel 25:13, 30:24) 
 "Sour grapes” Ezekiel 18:2  
 "Sweat of your brow" Gen 3:19 
 "The Root of the Matter” Job 19:28 
 "The skin of my teeth” " Job 19:20 
 "The writing’s on the wall” Daniel 5:5 
 "There's nothing new under the sun" Ecclesiastes 1:9 
 "To everything there is a season" Ecclesiastes 3:1 
 "Weighed in the balances and found wanting" Daniel 5:5 
 "Where there is no vision, the people perish" Proverbs 29:18 


