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Happy New Year
Welcome to 2019

Although he dropped out of school after completing 8th grade (in order to work and help out his family), my
maternal grandfather was a bright man. He may have stopped his formal education, however he never paused in
his learning and was a frequent patron of his local library. He was especially fond of Benjamin Franklin and he
often quoted proverbs, as well as poetry.
There was one poem in particular that made a lasting impression upon me. I do not know its’ author, although a form of it can be found in Franklin’s writing.
“For want of a nail, the shoe was lost.
For want of a shoe, the horse was lost.
For want of a horse, the rider was lost.
For want of a rider, the message was lost.
For want of a message, the battle was lost
For want of a battle, the war was lost.
For want of a war, the kingdom was lost.
And all for the want of a nail.“
I have no idea why I found this piece so captivating as a child, and marvel that even after 40 years, I still
remember it well. I do know, however, that it holds a great deal more meaning to me as I age.
It begins by mentioning a lost nail; a small, seemingly innocuous item. Yet, the closing line brings attention
to the fact that this one minor article is of such vast importance that it impacts an entire kingdom! While we
are just completing the Christmas season and celebrating the arrival of Jesus in human form, we are continually
looking ahead to the cross, and Christ’s reconciliation of humans with/to their Creator. If Jesus hadn’t faced
the nails on our behalf, the kingdom would indeed have been lost to us.
For want of a nail....
He chose the nails because He chose to love us. I don’t know about you, but as for me, there are plenty of
days that find me feeling unworthy and insignificant. Jesus turns that upside down. The Word says that even
before I loved Him, He loved me. And He loves you. He chose you. His love makes you worthy and gives you
eternal significance.
There may also be days when you, like me, question your purpose, wonder about your worth. You, like me,
might feel about as valuable or view yourself as minuscule as a wee nail in comparison to a grand kingdom. However, the poem I learned at my grandpa’s knee holds out the notion that little, old me can play a part in God’s grand
design and that I have a place in His plan. So do you.

Perhaps His plan for you is to be a kind smile in a cruel world. Perhaps His plan is for you to go and tell His
story. It may be that it is to invite people to His house. He certainly commissions you and me to go out and make
disciples and to transform the world for His sake.
As your Director of Family Ministry, I pledge to do my very best to encourage, equip, educate, and empower
you to learn about your unique talents and skills in order that they may be put to use for His glory. May you know
that you are wanted, you are loved, you have significance, and you are called to be part of the transformation of
a Kingdom.
Amen.

Did you know….?
The Good Shepherd Kindergarten Mentoring program with Lowell Elementary was showcased at the December 19th Warren Township
School Board Meeting. Mentors from Good Shepherd were recognized and honored for their participation in this valuable program by the school
board, Lowell staff and community.

number skills. Your main job is just to encourage
the children to do their best, to feel good about
their efforts and themselves and for the children to see the importance of attending school.
The children look forward all week to the visit
from their mentor and all the children will beg to
go with you!

If you have a desire to serve God in the
community, this program may be the one for you!
No special skills or training are required. We are
always in need of additional mentors. You choose
the day and time and give only one hour a week.
You get breaks for Christmas, spring fever and
more! The program runs through the end of May.
We have a list of teachers and students waiting
for you to come and help! You will be assigned a
teacher and see the same students each week.

You are making a difference in the life a
child and helping that child have a brighter future. Children who find success in kindergarten
will be more successful in higher grades. As a
mentor, you are extending Christ’s welcome to a
child, Mark 9:37, “Whoever welcomes one of
these little children in my name welcomes me;
and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me
but the one who sent me.”

You may select the day of week that is
best for you and for 30 minute time periods you
will work with two students for one hour of your
choice between 1:45 p.m. and 3:45 p.m. Some
morning times could be accommodated, as well, if
that is preferred. The teacher provides all the
activities, for example, a book to read aloud to
the child, or a game to play to practice letters or

Taking down the
Christmas Decorations
Join us on Saturday, January 5th,
at 9:00 a.m. to take down our Christmas decorations and put away the
outdoor Nativity scene.

The school, the teachers, the children
and the mentors of Good Shepherd look forward
to you making a difference in 2019 by joining this
great program! You can start in January just by
calling Debbie Specht at 317-439-4055. She will
answer your questions and help you get started in
receiving the many blessings that come from being a kindergarten men

Golden
Shepherds
The Golden Shepherds will meet at
9:30 a.m. on Monday, January 7th in Fellowship Hall. Everyone 55 and over is welcome.

One Minute Prayer Warrior
Become a “One Minute” Prayer Warrior by taking one minute of your time to pray at
8:00 p.m. everyday for the prayer topic of the week.
The Prayer Topics for January are:

January 6

Pray for those who are feeling depressed and/or exhausted after the holidays. May they
have peace and rest.

January 13

Pray for those struggling financially. May they feel God’s presence with them through their
trials.

January 20

Pray for those impacted by winter illness. May the Holy Spirit bring healing.

January 27

Pray to see others as God sees them, for a heart filled with compassion, and for the willingness to act when the Spirit says to move, share, and love.
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The Education Committee will be meeting
in January for a lunch meeting in the church
lounge after Sunday School, Sunday, January
13th, from 11:15 to 12:15 p.m. Family members
are welcomed to share pizza with us and a movie
will be put on for the kids to enjoy in the Faith
and Family room while we make plans for 2019.
Pizza and drinks will be provided. Anyone interested in helping with our church’s plans for the
children and adults for 2019 are invited to attend. Please let Debbie Specht (317-4394055) know if you plan to attend and how many
will be joining us from your family. Your input is
valued.

Confirmation is typically geared toward youth
in grades 6th-8th. It explores what it means to
have a relationship with God, as well as being part
of “the Church” as the Body of Christ. It is a
time to consider what it means to live out your
faith in your daily life, to make an intentional decision to follow Christ, as well as, to join the
church as an active member. Older youth (9th12th grade) who have not yet been confirmed are
also welcomed/encouraged to take part in the
study.
Youth will be partnered with an adult mentor
and participate in Bible Study, class instruction,
and field trips. In order to facilitate more effective planning, please let our Director of Children/Youth/Family know about your participation
by Friday, January 11th.

Little Lambs Children’s Ministry
Contributions to Good Shepherd UMC
Little Lambs Children’s Ministry was started in 2001 as an outgrowth of the Mothers’ Day Out program at Good Shepherd UMC. It has been a ministry of Good Shepherd to the families of the southeast
side of Indianapolis, providing child care and pre-school services. Little Lambs is housed at Good Shepherd, but as a ministry of the church does not pay rent for the physical facilities that it uses. However,
since its inception, Little Lambs has made major and ongoing financial contributions to Good Shepherd.

The following is a partial list of those contributions:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pay ½ of snow plowing costs,
Pay 52% of monthly trash removal costs,
Tithe each year from the surplus of operations,
Pay for all of the water testing and certifications,
Paid for the replacement of the old chain link fence with vinyl clad fencing for the playground,
Paid for the rubber mulch that was used in the playground area,
Gave $10,000.00 for the sanitary sewer installation project,
Paid for the painting of classrooms and hallways on the lower level of the church,
Paid ½ of the costs of the security cameras,
Paid for all of the new flooring in the hallways and all classrooms on the lower level of the
church,
• Gave $10,000.00 towards the cost of the new heating system,
• Paid $52,000+ of the new playground cost of $62,000.00+ and paid for the changes to the internal fencing and screening.
Since 2001, Little Lambs has provided nearly $100,000.00 in financial support to Good Shepherd
and ministered to the children and families of our community. It is a vital part of the Mission of Good
Shepherd to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
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Mission Moments
Love in Action Bank collection: The current total
for our Love Banks is $1,912 ($1,060 in coins). We
also have the volunteers to shop for 25 children
from Lowell Elementary School. Thank you Good
Shepherd! If you still have banks/money to contribute, please leave with the office. There are
extra banks kept on the shelves by the Sanctuary
doors if you want to get a head start on next year.
(One person saves his change all year long. It can
really accumulate.) “Truly I tell you, whatever you
did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”
Thank you to the “Kids on a Mission”! For their
shopping for the Operation Bright Christmas program and a special thanks to Penny Bond for her
organization and to all who help with shopping.
LOVE IN ACTION!!
Haiti Mission Trip 2019: The next trip leaves February 21, 2019, and will return on March 2nd. Jim &
Judy Jones and Ron & Penny Bond will be going.
They will be accepting donations for the Duffle
Ministry. Items needed are OTC medicines (adult,
child & infant), such as Tylenol, ibuprofen, aspirin,
vitamins (no gummies please), antibiotic, antifungal
and steroid ointments, powdered infant formula
and infant cereal. It is helpful to have the latest
expiration dates possible. It is amazing to watch
these 50 lb. duffle bags get packed, transported
via hand and air delivery, pass customs (hopefully),
arrive at Lifeline in Gran Goave and then be distributed to the Haitians. They are so thankful and
grateful. Thank you in advance for your generosity. www.lifeline.org
Mac ‘N Cheese Church: THANK YOU! for your
generosity. Good Shepherd UMC has partnered
with Fletcher Place Community Center to provide
150 boxes of macaroni and cheese each month for
their food pantry. The food pantry benefits those

of need in that community. Because of your generosity, we have also been able to provide 50-75
boxes each month to God’s Bounty food pantry
that serves Franklin Township out of a Wanamaker
location. This is an ongoing project, so keep that
in mind while grocery shopping – watch for the
specials and stock up. There is a marked container
in the Lobby. Any questions, ask Dick Nye.
Fletcher Place Community Center: Hope. Compassion. Renewal 1637 Prospect St. Indianapolis, IN
46203 317-636-3466 Volunteers always welcome. We are very thankful for our Kids On A
Mission who shop for the Fletcher Place Food pantry For more info: www.fletcherplacecc.org
Old Bethel Food Pantry: Opportunities to volunteer. If interested, contact Dick Nye.
Servant’s Heart: Good Shepherd is scheduled to
help on the 4th Thursday of each month. Volunteers are always needed and welcome. Please
consider supporting this night. They do need your
help.
Homelessness: “On any given day downtown, you’ll
see 30-50 people visibly homeless.” There are also
about 1,700 people that are homeless citywide.
There are about 553,742 people in the US experiencing homelessness each night.
Mission Committee Members: Dick (chairperson)
& Sue Nye, Jessica Albright (our creative bulletin
board person), Bob Gregory, Tina Fleck, Rebecca
Conger, Larry & Marge Sweany, Jacky McQueen,
Debbie Specht, Steve & Rebecca Corcoran, Jim &
Judy(treasurer) Jones. All members are active
and contribute so much. PTL!
Happy New Year! to our Good Shepherd family.
We appreciate your support of our Mission program and wish you the best in 2019.

LOVE IN ACTION!

I John 3:18 “Let us not love with words” or “tongue but with action and in truth”

Don’t forget your MAC ‘n CHEESE
for Fletcher Place
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Good Fellowship,
Great Chili

There will be a Youth Movie Night on Friday,
January 11th, for youth in 6th-12th grades. It will
start at 6:30 p.m. and we will be watching, “The
Jensen Project,” a fun movie about a “community
of geniuses conducting advanced underground research to solve the world's most difficult problems.” Food will be provided and youth are encouraged to bring a friend!

Thank you to all who participated in our first
annual Chili Cook-off. It was a total success with
good fellowship and lots of delicious chili’s and
soups. (There was even some chicken nuggets.)
We had a good turnout. There were 11 entrants
who brought in their crockpots full of their favorite recipes for the competition. After the
judges were not being able to decide between two
of the tastiest offerings, our youth settled the
tie, declaring Pastor Randy the winner. Be sure to
make plans to attend this event next year and be
the next recipient of the Gold Star Spatula!.
If you weren’t able to attend, don’t fret as
this was only the first of many “All Church”
events to come. Watch the newsletters and Sun-

day bulletins for dates and times.

HEALTH NOTES
BY JUDY JONES

3John2: Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with you,
even as your soul is getting along well.
A healthier happy new year: Dr Oz’s simple steps.
Green tea – it contains the highest concentration of powerful antioxidants
Walk – goal is 10,000 steps per day – use a pedometer.
Portion control – use appropriate serving sizes
Floss – keeps bacteria in the mouth from entering the bloodstream
Learn your family history – gives information about potential health risks
Sleep 7-8 hours a night – It affects everything from your mood to your quality of life
Other suggestions:
10 minute rule: We all have 10 minutes to spare. And, 10 minutes 3 times a day would be ideal. Walk, take
the stairs and park further out. Do chair squats – using a chair, repeat unassisted standing up and sitting down
in a controlled manner. Use weights for upper body strengthening. Think 80/20: Healthy choices at least
80% of the time.

HAVE A HAPPY, HEALTHY 2019!
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January 2019
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

1

WEDNESDAY

2

THURSDAY

3

4

1:00P Euchre
& Dominos

FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Please have your information

FRIDAY

5

10:00A Ladies
Bible
Study

9:00A Taking
down
Christmas
decorations

11

12

into the church office by Monday,
January 14th.

6

7

8

9:00A Worship Service
10:15A Sunday School

6:00A Me
Bible
Study
9:30A Golden
Shepherds
7:00P Trustees

9:00A Sewing Ladies
7:00P Cub Scouts

13

14

15

9:00A Worship Service
10:15A Sunday School
11:15A Education
Committee

6:00A Me
Bible
Study
6:00P Gideon’s
Cabinet
Mtg.

9:00A Sewing Ladies
7:00P Cub Scouts

20

21

22

9:00A Worship Service
10:15A Sunday School
6:00P Ad Council

6:00A Me
Study

27

28

9:00A Worship Service
10:15A Sunday School

6:00A Me
Study

Bible

10

10:00A Ladies
Bible
Study
6:30P Youth
Movie
Night

16

17

23

9:00A Sewing Ladies
7:00P Cub Scouts

18

19

10:00A Ladies
Bible
Study

24

25

26

10:00A Ladies
Bible
Study

9:00A Sewing Ladies
7:00P Cub Scouts

29
Bible

9

SATURDAY

30

31

January Celebrations

James Van Horn .......... 1/2
Lenore Patterson.......... 1/3
Megan Vowell .............. 1/3
Steve Paugh ............... 1/8
Andrew Lehmbeck ........ 1/11
Gabe Simon ............... 1/11
Paul Walters ............. 1/15
Susie Ammerman ......... 1/18
Debbie Specht ........... 1/20
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Donna Snelling ...........
Robyn Walters ...........
Maddie Albright .........
Julie Bullard .............
Adley Schroeder ........
Maria Vowell .............
Pat Lasley ................
Maxine Pence ............

1/21
1/23
1/25
1/27
1/28
1/29
1/31
1/31

The Shepherd’s Staff

Steve & Mary Jo Paugh

1/8
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Just $5.00
Can Make A Difference
Our church finances are looking a little better. A
great big THANK-YOU to those who have increased
their regular giving or given a large one-time gift. Last
month’s balance sheet was finally in the black, but
please remember that we still have a hold on non-vital
expenses and we continue to forecast a shortage at
year's end.
Please consider increasing your weekly giving by any
amount possible. There is both power and significance
in a multitude of people each making a small contribution. If 100 people increased their giving by $5 per
week, our giving would increase $26,000 per year and
our funding gap will be drastically reduced.

Yes, you read that correctly! It does say
“VBS 2019”! While it IS only January, you are
encouraged to mark your calendar now with the
days/times of VBS. We plan to have a 3-day pro-

gram in the evenings on June 17th, 18th & 19th, and
are seeking those who are interested in leading a
particular station (i.e. Crafts, Games, Music), as
well as those who would like to shepherd groups
of children as they make their way throughout
the stations each evening. If you feel called to
one of these important roles, please connect with
Susan Nyquist at 317-356-3787 or susanbjoyful247@gmail.com.

Together, we can solve this problem.
If you have any questions, please give me a call.
Blessings, Penny Bond

Find Help
In The Bible

Anger: Ephesians 4:31-32 • James 1:19-20 •

Friday Morning
Ladies Bible Study
After taking a break the Friday Morning
Ladies Bible Study class will start up again on
Friday, January 4th. The class starts at
10:00 a.m. and is usually over by noon.

All ladies are welcome to join this Bible
Study.

Proverbs 15:1
Anxiety: 1 Peter 5:7 • Matthew 11:28-30 •
Proverbs 12:25
Crisis: Jeremiah 29:11-13 • Lamentations 3:55-58 •
Proverbs 3:5-6
Depression: Nehemiah 8:10 • Hosea 6:1 •
Psalm 5:11
Discouragement: Romans 12:11-12 • John 14:27 •
Deuteronomy 31:8
Discouragement: Romans 12:11-12 • John 14:27 •
Deuteronomy 31:8
Fear: Isaiah 41:13 • Joshua 1:9 • Psalm 46:1-3

Grief: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 • John 11:25-27 •
Matthew 5:4
Illness: Acts 3:16 • James 5:16 • Jeremiah 17:14

Loneliness: 2 Corinthians 6:18 • Deuteronomy 31:6
• Isiah 43:2

Temptation: Ephesians 5:8-11 • Hebrews 4:14-16 •
James 1:12-15
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Worship Schedule
Traditional Worship Service
Sunday School

9:00 AM
10:15 AM

Bible Studies
Men’s Bible Study - Monday
Ladies Bible Study - Friday

6:00 AM
10:00 AM

Visitors are always welcome!

We’re on the web—www.gsumcindy.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/gsumcindy
Phone: (317) 356-3787

Fax: (317) 356-7071

January Worship Services
January 6

“A New Re-solution”

Scripture: Ephesians 3:1-12

Health clubs make most of their profit on memberships which are given as gifts over
Christmas. They do because we quickly forget that it takes hard work to form new and
healthy habits and eventually quit the program. Then we continue to pay for the membership
out of guilt. Paul tells us that Jesus is the new re-solution for the people of God because he
has accomplished that which we can not. He died that we may live, all of us.
January 13

“Get In the Boat”

Scripture: Isaiah 43:1-7

God has promised us he will carry us through the rough water of life but we have to get in
the boat. One of our problems is that we don’t always like the looks of the boat. Sometimes
God gives us a small rickety dinghy when what we think we deserve is a luxury motor yacht.

January 20

“Because Mom Said”

Scripture: John 2:1-11

Mary told the servants to do whatever Jesus told them to do. Do you suppose she knew
what was going to happen next? I do. Nothing has changed.
January 27

“Good News”
Scripture: Luke 4:14-21
Jesus announced that the time of good news was breaking in our midst a long time ago.
Nothing has changed even in this day. We are the same now as we were then.

