
 

 

 

 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
Every day is Thanksgiving Day for followers of Jesus Christ! 

We are thankful for God's salvation through His Son! 

We are thankful for our church! 

We are thankful for our families! 

We are thankful for our friends! 

We are thankful for the blessings of our lives and for our life! 

We are thankful for ____? (Fill in the blank) 

What are you thankful for? 

  The Shepherd’s Staff 
Our Vision Statement: 
 

Following Christ through  

intentional prayer, 

unconditional love, 

 compassionate service 

and sacrificial giving. 
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  As we approach the day that we set aside as a country to be thankful, I am so very much thankful that we  
 are approaching Advent and our season as Christians to remember the miracle of the birth of Jesus and God's 
 grace for us in and through that little baby in the manger. 

  It is never too early to be thankful for Christmas...the day of Christ's coming to the world!  Amen 

What Is Stewardship? 
 
 It’s autumn, and as the temperatures become cooler, the leaves change color and begin to fall, the holidays 
begin to come into sight, and on the church calendar we start to talk and think about stewardship.  What is 
stewardship?  A steward is someone who manages the household or the business of another.  In a Christian con-
text, we believe that everything in creation is God’s and we as individuals during our lives are stewards of a por-
tion of these resources.  Stewardship is very much a spiritual enterprise. Money, of course, is a very important 
part of stewardship, but it is a life-issue first and a spiritual issue always.  What we believe should match what 
we do – with our time, our talents, our spiritual gifts, and yes, our finances.   

 The annual budget is a very important and necessary tool, but nobody gives money, or time, or talent to a 
budget.  Rather we give to Good Shepherd to, “Make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world.”  But having said that, what does that mean?  Well it means having a comfortable and welcoming place 
where over 150 people can gather and worship every Sunday; where over 100 adults and children can be part of 
Sunday School classes every week; where various groups and organizations can come together every week or 
month.  It’s to provide a safe and Christian atmosphere for over 30 children Monday through Friday at Little 
Lambs.  Your financial and personal support of a budget enables us to mentor kindergarten children at Lowell 
School, provide Christmas for children of families at Lowell School, provide over one ton of mac ’n cheese every 
year to Fletcher Place and God’s Bounty food pantries; support our Kids On A Mission with their grocery shop-
ping for Fletcher Place; send a mission team to Henderson Settlement each year; host over 300 people for the 
Community Day & Hog Roast; pack 25,000 meals for Haiti, to name just some of Good Shepherd ’s efforts to 
make disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 So, this and so much more is what we give our time, and talents, and gifts, and money to support through the 
ministry of Good Shepherd.  Thank you for your faithfulness this past year.  Please be praying about how you 
will support the mission of Christ through Good Shepherd in 2020.  Commitment Sunday will be November 3rd.   
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ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MINUTES – OCTOBER 20, 2019 
 The meeting of the Administrative Council was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Kent Conger.  Dick Nye led us in Prayer.   
 The Agenda was amended to move the Education Report from Committee Reports section up to after the Financial Report.  
It was moved, seconded and passed to accept the October 20, 2019 Agenda as amended. 
 It was moved, seconded and passed to accept the September 15, 2019, Minutes as provided.   
Financial Report:  Marilu Propps reported that our current General Fund Checking balance as of Friday, October 18, was 
$50,982.55.  She reported that all payroll taxes and reports are current.  Question was asked if this amount included any of the Des-
ignated Checking – Temp Restricted funds.  The answer was “no.”  It was pointed out that on the September Balance Sheet, it shows 
that there if a total of $24,710.73 in this Designated Checking.  There being no more questions, the September 2019 Financial State-
ments will be filed for audit.  Marilu had handed out a 2019 Tithing Recap sheet for everyone to look over.  We are behind in our 
2019 Tithing to Conference by $20,579.66.  This was discussed and it was decided that we would pay another $5,000, 8.5% to Con-
ference and 1.5% to District.   
Committee Reports:  Education:  Debbie Specht that the first Advent Family celebration would be on Saturday, November 30, 10:30 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  She said that a pizza lunch would be provided.  There will be many stations of activities and the children will be 
dressed in costumes for a Christmas narrative.  Debbie also mentioned that we would have a Caroling and Cookies event on Sun-
day, December 22, 4:00-6:00 p.m. 
Director of Family Ministry’s Report:  Susan Nyquist reported that the Youth participation in their activities is consistent.  She said 
that the Youth also helped with this morning’s Worship Service.  She said that the Children’s Storytime would be extended into next 
year.  She reported that the Family Ministry Team is growing and that the VBS program for 2020 has already been selected.  She 
reminded everyone about this Saturday’s Trunk or Treat event and she said that they have 18 trunks already signed up.     
Committee Reports:  Financial Report:  Penny Bond handed out financial pages for everyone to look over.  She explained how the 
Financial Committee arrived at various figures.  After projecting what our 2020 income could be and totaling the estimated expendi-
tures for the various committees, it was determined that our projected income would be a little over $18,000 short of meeting our pro-
posed expenses.  The Finance Committee recommended the follow and motions were made accordingly.  Motion was made, se-
conded and passed by vote that the $15,000 originally borrowed from the Endowment fund and put in the General checking account 
not be returned.  Motion was made, seconded and passed by vote to change the amount we send for Conference tithing to 8.5% and 
leave District at 1.5%, for a total of 10% beginning in January 2020.  It was recommended to Ad Council that beginning in November 
2019 that we reinstate the transferring of $300 a month to the Trustee Reserve fund.  It was moved, seconded and passed by vote to 
accept the 2020 budget and proposed recommendations presented to Ad Council.  Penny asked Dick Nye to report on a seminar that 
he recently attended.  Dick explained that not many people look at budgets and so organizations have begun doing “narrative budg-
ets,” where they explain to people what their contributions were accomplishing.  Dick said that he recommended we have this speak-
er present a program for the Ad Council some time in January or February. 
Old Business:  Bill Nelson reported that the Board of Health passed our water tests. 
New Business:  Vince Crabb said that we need a new projector lamp for the Sanctuary and that he is in the process of obtaining 
one. 
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Mark said that we need to start talking in January about the General Conference meeting next year.  He 
also said that next year he would be starting:  A Lenten Study beginning on Wednesday, March 25, through April 15, at 1:00 p.m.  A 
Lectio Divina (Latin:  Devine Reading) Service with Communion would begin sometime next year during the day.   
 Kent announced that the last Ad Council meeting in 2019  would be on Sunday, November 17, at 6:00 p.m. 
 There being no further business, it was duly moved, seconded and passed to adjourn the meeting at 6:53 p.m. followed by 
Pastor Mark giving the closing prayer. 
Respectfully submitted, Marilu Propps, Secretary 
Attendees:  Jess Albright, Jon Albright, Kent Conger, Vince Crabb, Tina Mercer, Richard Nye, Sue Nye, Susan Nyquist, Jack Pope, 
David Rinehuls, Debbie Specht, Ron Specht, Kathy Steward, Estella Storms, Pastor Mark, Kim Webb, Penny Bond, Ron Bond, Doug 
Bullard, Julie Bullard, Bill Nelson and Marilu Propps 

MESSAGE FROM DIRECTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES 
 Author Garrison Keillor wrote about "Those People called Methodists".  Some of his observations have stuck 
with me over the years.  He said: 

• "Methodists believe their pastors will visit them in the hospital, even if they don't notify them that 
they are there!" 

• "You will know you are a Methodist when its 100 degrees outside with 90% humidity and you still serve 
coffee after the service." 

• "You know you are a Methodist when doughnuts are a line item in the church budget, just like coffee." 
• "You know you are a Methodist when it takes at least ten minutes to say goodbye!" 
• “You know you are a Methodist if when you watch Star Wars and they say 'May the Force be with you,' 

you instinctively respond 'And also with you.'" 
 Can you relate to these?  I sure can! That being said, however, it wasn’t until my senior year of high school 
that I learned about having a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, and made that choice for myself.  Fur-
thermore, it wasn’t until my early 30’s that I intentionally chose to be a United Methodist.  Now if my dad were 
to hear that statement, he would say, “What?  You have been a Methodist your entire life… really since the 
womb!”  I was raised in the Methodist church.  My parents were raised Methodist.  My grandparents were 
Methodist.  My paternal great grandparents were Methodist.  It is family tradition. 

                                                                                                                                        (Continued on Page 3) 
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Easy Apple Coleslaw 
(6 servings) 

Ingredients: 
3 cups chopped cabbage 
1 unpeeled red apple – cored & chopped 
1 unpeeled Grannie Smith apple, cored & chopped 
1 carrot, grated 
1/2  cup finely chopped red pepper 
2 green onions, finely chopped 
1/3 cup mayonnaise 
1/3 cup brown sugar 
1 tbsp lemon juice 
 

Directions:  In a large bowl, combine cabbage, red 
apple, green apple, carrot, red pepper and green on-
ion.  In a small bowl, mix together mayonnaise, 
brown sugar and lemon juice.  Pour dressing over 
salad. 

 

         Church Banks 

            “If not us, then who?” 
 

 We will be collecting these banks on Sunday, 
November 10th.   
 Again this year the money raised will be used 
to assist families from Lowell Elementary School 
at Christmas time.  “Truly I tell you, whatever you 
did for one of the least of these brothers and sis-
ters of mine, you did for me”  Matthew 25:40 

LAMBDA BETA TAU 
 This Sunday School class is again selling the Win-
dow (and everything) Cleaning Cloths for $5.00 
each. 

 These cloths make good Christmas stocking 
stuffers. 

 Contact a member of L.B.T. to purchase your 

Golden 
Shepherds 

 The Golden Shepherds meet at 9:30 a.m. in Fel-
lowship Hall on the first Monday of every month.  
Their November meeting is scheduled for Monday, 
November 4th.  This will be a pitch-in Thanksgiving 
dinner and everyone is asked to bring a covered 
dish.  We will have the Channel 13 News Anchor, 
Scott Swan, speaking to us.  Everyone 55 and over 
is welcome to join these recycled teenagers.   

(Continued from Page 2) 
 In the United Methodist candidacy process for pastoral ministry, they want to know why you are Methodist.  
Saying, “I don’t know” is not an acceptable answer.  My first time before the interview committee, I wasn’t pre-
pared to be more intelligent with my response than that!  I didn’t know why I was Methodist other than because 
that’s the way I was raised.  I really had to go back and think about it, wrestle with it.  Why did I want to be 
Methodist?  Why not be any other denomination or even none at all?  I could still be faithful in answering my call 
to ministry and service to God without choosing a denomination.  I became deliberate with my thinking and inten-
tional about my decision. 
 I chose this denomination for two reasons; community and communion. 
 As a Methodist, we share many common beliefs with other traditions.  Particularly the commitment to love God, 
love neighbor, and to go forth and make disciples of Christ.  However, a distinction to our heritage is the small 
group tradition.  In the early days, circuit riders went around and preached the Word, and shared the sacraments 
of baptism, marriage, and communion.  Yet in all those weeks or months between pastoral visits, the people are the 
ones who kept it together.  The community.  The “church” is about so much more than simply the pastor, it is 
about the whole Body of Christ. 
 The people are the ones who encouraged each other, then as it is now.  It is they who care for one another, 
support one another, study together, hold one another accountable.  In Galatians it tells us to “bear one another’s 
burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ”.  In Exodus, we are told how Aaron and Joshua held the arms of Moses 
upright when he was unable, and as long as his arms were raised, their army had success.  When we support one 
another, we are victorious.  That is what those early Methodists did for one another.  They were united in commu-
nity, united in Christ.  Methodical in their study, pursuing the disciplines of prayer, study, etc.  Being a Methodist 
is about praying even when you don’t have the desire.  John Wesley described praying while his heart was cold, for 
years, until one day it “was strangely warmed”.  It is about praying for one another, lifting up each other within 
the community, as it says in Romans, about how the Spirit interprets even our very groans before the Lord.  
Sometimes we can’t even voice the words, but our brothers and sisters will intercede for us! 
 The other thing, for me, that makes a United Methodist distinctive, is our observance of the sacrament of Ho-
ly Communion.  In our tradition, we have an open table.  All are invited.  All are welcome.  If you want to meet 
Christ, you may meet Him there at the table. 
 As we approach Thanksgiving, and consider our many blessings, may we give thanks to be part of a rich heritage 
of faith among a unique group called Methodists. 



 

 

 

 

Mission Moments 

Mac N Cheese Church:  We have a monthly 
pledge of 150 boxes of Macaroni and Cheese to 
Fletcher Place Community Center, so make sure you 
donate a few boxes during the month of Novem-
ber.  Extra boxes will be donated to God’s Bounty 
food pantry.  Any questions, ask Dick Nye. 

Fletcher Place Community Center:  Hope. Com-
passion. Renewal, 1637 Prospect St., Indianapolis, 
IN  46203, 317-636-3466.  Volunteers are always 
welcome.  www.fletcherplacecc.org    

Old Bethel Food Pantry:  Opportunities to volun-
teer.  If interested, contact Dick Nye. 

Servant’s Heart:  Good Shepherd is scheduled to 
help on the 4th Thursday of each month.  Clients 
are scheduled to shop between 6:30 pm and 9:00 
pm.  Volunteers should arrive at least 15 minutes 
early.  Call 317-788-9433 with questions about 
volunteering or visit www.servantsheartofindy.org. 

Mission Committee Members:  Jessica Albright 
(chairperson), Dick & Sue Nye, Bob Gregory, Tina 
Mercer, Rebecca Conger, Larry & Marge Sweany, 
and Jim & Judy (treasurer) Jones.  All members 
are active and contribute so much.   

2019 Theme: “If Not Us, Then Who?” 

Matthew 25:40:  The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least 
of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.  
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If  Not Us, Then Who? Part 2. 
Jess Albright 

 There are only two months left of 2019 – how is that possible??? 

 At the beginning of the year, the Missions team shared the theme for this year – If not us, then who?  We 
challenged you to listen for God nudging you to step up and serve.  People in need are all around us but it ’s so easy 
to say that somebody else will do something, as Matthew West points out in his song, “Do Something”.  But, God 
expects us to act – He created us to DO SOMETHING when we see someone in need.  So we pray that you took 
those words to heart, that you prayed on them this year, and that you took action.  Maybe you volunteered at a 
food pantry, packed meals for Lifeline, worked at Gennesaret, went on the mission trip to Henderson, handed out 
Blessing Bags to the homeless, or reached out in some other way to someone in need.   

 But, if you haven’t had a chance to step up to God’s call of service much this year, November and December are 
the perfect months to serve.  There are organizations all over Indianapolis that need help at the holidays.  Check 
out the Missions bulletin board in the lobby for ideas!  If you are stuck and just don’t know where God wants you 
to serve, consider this quote I saw some time ago:  

“Pay attention to what breaks your heart.  Chances are, that’s where God wants you to serve.” 
(author unknown) 

BY JUDY JONES 

HEALTH NOTES 

3John2:  Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with you, even as your soul is getting along well. 

 Shingles:  Is a viral infection that causes a painful rash.  Although shingles can occur anywhere on your 
body, it most often appears as a single stripe of blisters that wraps around either the left or right side of your 
torso.  Shingles is caused by the varicella-zoster virus – the same virus that causes chickenpox.  After you’ve 
had chickenpox, the virus lies inactive in the nerve tissue near your spinal cord and brain.  Years later, the virus 
may reactivate as shingles.  While it isn’t a life-threatening condition, shingles can be very painful.  Vaccines can 
reduce the risk of shingles, while early treatment can shorten a shingles infection and lessen the chance of 
complications.  1 in 3 people develop shingles during their lifetime 
 Symptoms:  Usually affect only a small section of one side of your body.  Pain is usually the first symptom of 
shingles, for some it can be intense.  Other symptoms – burning, numbness, tingling, sensitivity to touch, a red 
rash, fluid-filled blisters that break open and crust over, itching, fever, headache, sensitivity to light and fa-
tigue.  Contact your doctor promptly if you suspect shingles, especially if you are 60 and older, rash is near the 
eye, if the rash is widespread and painful, if you have a weakened immune system i.e: cancer treatment/ chronic 
illness.  
 Is it contagious?  A person with shingles can pass the virus to anyone who isn’t immune to chickenpox.  This 
usually occurs through direct contact with the open sores of the shingles rash.  Until the shingles blisters scab 
over, you are contagious.  
 Treatment:  Prompt treatment with an antiviral drug can speed healing and reduce risk of complications.  
Other medicines such as steroids, pain meds, numbing agents may have benefits.  Taking a cool bath or using 
cool, wet compresses on the blisters may provide some comfort.  Shingles generally lasts between 2 to 6 weeks.  
 Vaccination:  Zostavax and Shingrix are the 2 current options.  Shingrix is the newest one and is given in 2 
doses. Talk to your MD about their recommendations. 

http://www.fletcherplacecc.org
http://www.servantsheartofindy.org


 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNES-
DAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 
 

10:00A Ladies 
     Bible 
Study 
 

2 
 

9:00A Blessing 
             
Bag  
      Distribu-

 

   
 

  
 

  
 

3 Daylight  
     Savings Ends 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
SUNDAY 

9:00A Worship Service 
10:15A Sunday School 
 

4 
 

6:00A Me  Bible 
Study 
9:30A Golden  
                  
Shepherds 
6:30P Ladies Bible 
Study 

5 
 

ELECTION DAY 
9:00A Sewing Ladies 
7:00P Cub Scouts 
 
 

6 
 

1:00P Euchre 
     & Dominos 

7 
 

11:00A Children's  
            Sto-
rytime 

8 
 

10:00A Ladies 
     Bible 
Study 
 

9 
 

 

10 
 

CHURCH BANKS 
COLLECTED 

9:00A Worship Service 
10:15A Sunday School 
 

11 
 

6:00A Me  Bible 
Study 
6:00P Gideon’s 
             Cabinet 
Mtg. 
6:30P Ladies Bible 

12 
 

9:00A Sewing Ladies 
7:00P Cub Scouts 

13 
 

1:00P Lambda  
        Beta 
Tau 

14 
 

11:00A Children's  
            Sto-
rytime 

15 
 

10:00A Ladies 
     Bible 
Study 
 
 

 

16 

 

17 
 

9:00A Worship Service 
10:15A Board of Direc-
tors 
10:15A Sunday School 
6:00P Ad Council 

18 
 

6:00A Me  Bible 
Study 
6:30P Ladies Bible 
Study 
 
 

19 
 

9:00A Sewing Ladies 
7:00P Cub Scouts 

20 
 

 

21 
 

11:00A Children's  
            Sto-
rytime 
6:30P Servant’s 
            Heart 

22 
 

10:00A Ladies 
     Bible 
Study 
 

23 
 

 

24 
 

9:00A Worship Service 
10:15A Sunday School 
 

25 
 

6:00A Me  Bible 
Study 
6:30P Ladies Bible 
Study 

26 
 

9:00A Sewing Ladies 
7:00P Cub Scouts 

27 
 

28 
 

HAPPY 
THANKSGIVING 

29 
 

30 
 

9:00A Decorate 
            
Church 
10:30A Family 
     ADVENTures 

  

November 2019 

Colten Melling ............ 11/5 
Sue Norris ............... 11/5 
Debbie Colledge .......... 11/6 
Estella Storms ........... 11/8 
Jess Albright .......... 11/10 

Volume 19  Issue 11 The Shepherd’s Staff   Page 5            

Randy & Carla Webb 11/3 
Terry & Mary Newman 11/4 

 

DECEMBER NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  Please have your infor-
mation into the church office by Tuesday, November 12th. 

November Celebrations 

Sheryl Walters ......... 11/15 
Delaney Masters ........ 11/17 
Elizabeth Brattain ...... 11/18 
Benny Lewis ............. 11/18 
Delilah Masters ......... 11/26 
Riley McHugh ........... 11/29 
 

 

Don’t forget your  MAC ‘n CHEESE 

              for Fletcher Place 



 

 

 

 

 

 Invite your friends, family and neighbors to make 
some Christmas memories with you!  On Saturday, No-
vember 30, from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, 
we will have a family celebration of the hope, love, joy, 
and peace of our Savior’s birth. Join us for our first 
Advent family celebration!   

 During Advent, we prepare for, and anticipate, the 
coming of Christ.  We remember our own longing for 
forgiveness, salvation and a new beginning.  Even as we 
celebrate the humble birth of Christ, we look forward 
to his second coming! 

 What Christmas memories do you treasure?  Our 
first family ADVENTures celebration will feature a 
live rendition of the nativity story by the children of 
Good Shepherd Church and traditional Christmas songs 
for all to join in the celebration! 

 Families can move from station to station to make 

2015 S. Arlington Ave. 
Indianapolis, IN  46203 

We’re on the web—www.gsumcindy.org 

Facebook:  https://fb.me/GoodShepherdUMCindy 

Phone: (317) 356-3787 Fax: (317) 356-7071 

 

Worship Schedule 

Traditional Worship Service 9:00 AM 

Sunday School  10:15 AM 

 

Bible Studies 

Men’s Bible Study - Monday  6:00 AM 

Ladies Bible Study - Monday 6:30 PM 

Ladies Bible Study - Friday 10:00 AM 

 

 

Visitors are always welcome! 
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Come Celebrate with Family ADVENTures! 

Saturday, November 30, 

10:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
more cherished Christmas memories!  Share the smell 
of buttery cookies being decorated, the creation of 
little gingerbread houses, the twinkling of Christmas 
lights, making precious hand made ornaments to adorn 
your tree, and, of course, Christmas games for all 
generations to join in with laughter and fun!  A free 
lunch of pizza and drinks will be provided too! 

 Christmas is a nostalgic time of year and what bet-
ter way to start your family’s Advent than with a cel-
ebration filled with the good cheer and warmth of 
spirit in a gathering of family and friends!  Mark your 
calendar for November 30th and make this part of 
your Thanksgiving weekend plans!  While your family 
and friends are gathered, invite them to this special 
celebration of the new season here at Good Shep-
herd!  Share an invitation with your neighbors to join 
in the fun too! 

SAVE THE DATE  -  Saturday, December 14, 6:00 p.m. 

An Evening with Bryce 
 Bryce Nelson will ring in the Christmas Season at Good Shepherd UMC with his annual Christmas con-
cert.   100% of the proceeds from this concert will benefit The Ronald McDonald House Charities of Cen-
tral Indiana, Inc., which is a home for families caring for children at Riley Hospital. 


