
COVID 19 UPDATE FOR GOOD SHEPHERD UMC

In early March of this year, Pastor Mark Brock formed a Covid-19 Response Team.  Members of 
the team are Mark Brock, Kent Conger, Tina Mercer, Ron & Debbie Specht, Doug & Julie 
Bullard, Brad Dowling, Jacob Masters, Penny Bond, Jim & Judy Jones, Susan Nyquist, Bryce 
Nelson, Bill Nelson, Dave Rinehuls, and Richard Nye.  The team has been meeting regularly via 
ZOOM since March 15, 2020.

The mission of the team is two-fold.  First to guide Good Shepherd through the “lock-down” 
period that we have been in for the past two months, when we as a congregation could not 
gather physically for any reason.  Even though the doors have been closed, Good Shepherd has 
been ministering to its members and the community through virtual Sunday morning worship 
services via Facebook; Bible studies using ZOOM; collection and distribution of Mac ‘n Cheese 
to Fletcher Place and God’s Bounty food pantries; making and distribution of personal 
facemasks by individual members; calling of every member on a regular basis by members of 
the Response Team; regular contact with youth and young families by Susan Nyquist; children’s 
story-time on Facebook, daily scripture on OneCall; daily music ministry by David Brier on 
Facebook; and many other individual acts of ministry and kindness.  In addition, you have been 
faithful in your financial support of both the operating budget and Faith Promise. 

The second part of the Team’s mission is to plan and prepare for the time when we can once 
again gather under one roof.  Many of you have been asking, “When will that happen?”  Based 
on the recommendation of Bishop Trimble, we do not plan on having “in person” worship 
before June 14, 2020 and that date may be pushed out if the COVID-19 cases spike in the weeks 
around June 14.  Even though Mayor Hogsett and Governor Holcomb have set earlier dates, we 
have taken a more conservative approach because 67.03% of our active congregation is aged 
65 and over.  Our primary concern is for the safety and health of all members of Good 
Shepherd, and we want to be able to have every reasonable precaution in place as we come 
together again.  When we return there will be only worship service – no Sunday School, no 
Junior Church, no other group meetings for a period of time.  We will practice social distancing 
and other precautionary practices.  There will be multiple worship times to allow proper 
distancing during the services.  More details will be provided as we move towards June 14th.  
Please watch your e-mail, OneCall, Good Shepherd’s webpage and Facebook for more 
information.

During our 105-year history this church has seen fires, a Great Depression, two world wars, 9-
11, and numerous other challenges.  But through God’s grace and blessing and the faithfulness 
of many, many members, Good Shepherd has come through those times and been stronger.  
With all our prayers, patience, kindness, and love we will come through this time and minister 
in even more meaningful ways in the months and years ahead.  

Stay safe. Stay strong in the Lord. God bless you.

The Covid-19 Response Team


