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We now enter the season of Advent, a spiritual time 
that calls on us to wait, and to prepare. We are waiting 
on the light of Christ to once again come into the world, 
and into our lives. We are called to prepare for this new 
light through prayer, worship, and reflection. But the 
secular culture around us wants nothing to do with 
these things. They are relentlessly calling us to ‘action’. 
They are calling us to get ‘busy’ with all of the stuff 
that’s expected of us. It can set us up for frustration. To 
this end, I came across a wonderful blog article from National Public Radio’s ‘On 
Being’ program, by Omid Safi. I have reprinted some portions of his thoughts below. 
They touched me, and I hope that during this holy season of Advent, they will touch 
you as well. 
 
‘The Dis-ease of Being Busy’ (Omid Safi: On Being…National Public Radio) 
 
     I saw a dear friend a few days ago. I stopped by to ask her how she was doing, how 
her family was. She looked up, voice lowered, and just whimpered: “I’m so busy…I am 
so busy…have so much going on.” 
     Almost immediately after, I ran into another friend and asked him how he was. 
Again, same tone, same response. “I’m busy…got so much to do.” The tone was 
exacerbated, tired, even overwhelmed. 
     And it’s not just adults. When we moved to North Carolina about ten years ago, we 
were thrilled to be moving here. We found a diverse neighborhood, filled with 
families. Everything felt good, felt right. After we settled in, we went to one of the 
friendly neighbors, asking if their daughter and our daughter could get together and 
play. The mother, a really lovely person, reached for her phone and pulled out the 
calendar function. She scrolled…and scrolled…and scrolled. She finally said: “She has a 
45 minute opening two and a half weeks from now. The rest of the time it’s 
gymnastics, piano, and voice lessons. She’s just…so busy.” 
     Horribly destructive habits start early, really early. How did we end up like this? 
Why do we do this to ourselves? Why do we do this to our children? When did we 
forget that we are human ‘beings’, not human ‘doings’? Whatever happened to a 
world in which kids get muddy, get dirty, get messy, and heavens, get bored? Do we 
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have to love our children so much that we overschedule them, making them stressed 
and busy – just like us? 
     What happened to a world in which we can sit with the people we love so much 
and have slow conversations about the state of our heart and soul, conversations that 
slowly unfold, conversations with pregnant pauses and silences that we are in no rush 
to fill? How did we create a world in which we have more and more to do with less 
time for reflection, less time for community, less time to just…be? 
     This disease of being busy (and let’s call it what it is, the dis-ease of being busy, 
when we are never at ease) is spiritually destructive to our health and wellbeing. It 
saps our ability to be fully present with those we love the most in our families, and 
keeps us from forming the kinds of community that we all so desperately crave. Since 
the 1950’s, we have had so many new technological innovations that we thought (or 
were promised) would make our lives easier, faster, simpler. Yet, we have no more 
‘free’ or leisurely time today than we did decades ago…We are on our devices. All. 
The. Time. Smart phones and laptops mean that there is no division between the 
office and home. When the kids are in bed, we are back online…It doesn’t have to be 
this way. 
     I am not asking how many items are on your to-do list, nor asking how many items 
are in your inbox. I want to know how your heart is doing, at this very moment. Tell 
me. Tell me your heart is joyous, tell me your heart is aching, tell me your heart is sad, 
tell me your heart craves a human touch. Examine your own heart, explore your soul, 
and then tell me something about that. 
     Tell me you remember you are still a human being, not just a human doing…Have 
that conversation, that glance, that touch. Be a healing conversation, one filled with 
grace and presence. 
     I want my kids to be dirty, messy, even bored – learning to become human. I want 
us to have a kind of existence where we can pause, pray, look each other in the eye, 
touch one another, and inquire together: Here is how my heart is doing. I am taking 
the time to reflect on my own existence; I am in touch enough with my own heart and 
soul to know how I fare, and I know how to express the state of my heart. How is the 
state of your heart today? 

 

Faithfully, 

Father Ron  
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I have been reading again "A Year of Days with the Book of Common Prayer" by former 

presiding Bishop Edmond Lee Browning.  Two of his meditations recently struck me 

powerfully as being significant for us as we journey throughout Advent.  

 

                                I LIFT UP MY EYES TO THE HILLS... Psalm 121:1 

 

There was a man named Zacchaeus.  He had at least two strikes against him: he was short 

enough of stature that people remarked upon it, and he was a tax collector for the Roman 

government, a most unpopular job that probably did not dispose him to be 

openhearted.  One wonders, then, what might have prompted this jaded, disappointed 

little man to (of all things) climb a tree, as we are told in Scripture he did, in order to get 

a better look at Jesus when he passed by.  Surely it was not religious zeal -- surely it was 

mere curiosity.  Nothing more laudable than curiosity caused him to look outside himself 

at Jesus.  But what a reward was his when he saw those eyes looking straight up at 

him!  Jesus invited himself over to Zacchaeus's place for dinner.  That must have 

surprised a lot of people. 

 

Here is what this story tells us:  Jesus is 

available to anybody.  He does not require 

goodness on our part in order for the 

relationship to begin.  He does not, even, 

require purity of heart or of motive.  This is 

good news.  Do we have sins that we cannot 

seem to budge at all?  Do we have sins from 

which we don't even want to be freed, if the 

truth were known?  Of course we do.  But do 

these things cause Christ to avert his gaze 

from us?  Never.  It will be with Christ's help 

that the sins that we may have will be 

dislodged from our souls.   (Former Presiding Bishop Browning 

 

The Way of the Heart 

By Deacon Judy Cole 
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...AND RECEIVE POWER TO BECOME YOUR CHILDREN 

                      (Preface of the Incarnation, The Nativity of our Lord, BCP p. 378) 

 

The centerpiece of our Christmas decorating is a nativity scene.  It began simply: a rough 

wooden shack with the mother, father, and their baby.  Later came a cow and a 

donkey.  Then some shepherds and their sheep.  And a dog.  Three kings and a page, with 

camels.  Over the years, more and more figures have found their way to the 

stable.  Friends would give us one, or one of the children would spy one somewhere and 

lobby for its purchase.  Our kids loved to arrange the figures in the creche, to act out the 

story over and over again, embellishing it as they went. 

 

It is a motley crowd that assembles each year at the little stable.  A recent visitor to my 

apartment was startled to see two blue plastic Smurfs among the faithful.  We love the 

diversity of this odd assortment of worshipers, and we leave the nativity scene up long 

after "the season" is over.  I smile as I pass it on my way out the door each 

morning.  There they are -- the people of God welcoming the new birth.  They are as 

diverse as the Church.  They come from everywhere, and they look different from one 

another, sometimes in startling ways.  But they are all at the stable for the same 

reason.    (Former Presiding Bishop Browning) 
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  “This Holy Child” 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This Christmas carol is one of my favorites. The melody goes so well with the 

words - a sweet lullaby full of meaning for anyone who allows it to sing to them. 

God’s gift of Jesus changed the world. 
 

As a young girl in my church’s children’s choir I loved singing it because we 

sang in harmony. 

I thought it was so very pretty. The more I sing it, Christmas after Christmas, 

year after year, I know I am singing my beliefs. This carol has been a wonderful 

piece of faith formation that helped me love Jesus. And I love the way God sent 

Him!  He came as a sweet baby. 
 

May your children and grandchildren learn to love the carols of Christmas, and 

may their singing help to bring them to love Jesus, too.  
 

Christmas blessings and love,     Mother Beth  

 

 

What Child is this 

Who laid to rest 

On Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom Angels greet with anthems sweet, 

While shepherds watch are keeping? 
 

This, this is Christ the King, 

Whom shepherds guard and Angels sing 

Haste, haste, to bring Him laud, 

The Babe, the Son of Mary. 
 

So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh, 

Come Peasant, King to own Him 

The King of Kings salvation brings, 

Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
 

This, this is Christ the King, 

Whom shepherds guard and Angels sing 

Haste, haste, to bring Him laud, 

The Babe, the Son of Mary. 
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I wrote about the Christian meanings to the “Twelve Days of Christmas” 2 years ago, 

and have had requests to reprint it.  So, here it is…. 

“On the first day of Christmas”.... The partridge in a pear tree refers to Jesus Christ on 
the cross. 

“On the second day of Christmas”.....The two turtle doves refer to the Old and New 
Testaments. 

“On the third day of Christmas”..... The three French hens stand for faith, hope and love, 
the three gifts of the Spirit that abide (I Corinthians 13).  

“On the fourth day of Christmas”....The four calling birds are the four gospels- Matthew, 
Mark, Luke &John 

 “On the fifth day of Christmas”..... The five gold rings represent the first five books of 
the Old Testament also called ‘the Books of Moses’ or the Pentateuch. 

“On the sixth day of Christmas”..... The six geese a-laying stand for the six days of 
creation. 

“On the seventh day of Christmas”..... The seven swans a-swimming represent the 
sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit-  prophecy, serving, exhortation, teaching, contribution, 
leadership and mercy. (I Corinthians 12:8-11; Romans 12, Ephesians 4; I Peter 4:10-11) 

“On the eighth day of Christmas”.... The eight maids a-milking are the eight beatitudes. 
(Matthew 5: 1-12) 

 

MUSIC NOTES 
   By: LeighAnn Johnston 
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“On the ninth day of Christmas”..... The nine ladies dancing are the nine fruits of the 
Holy Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control (Galatians 5:22 & 23) 

“On the tenth day of Christmas”... The ten lords a-leaping stand for the Ten 
Commandments.  

“On the eleventh day of Christmas”..... The 11 pipers piping represent the 11 faithful 
disciples. 
 
“On the twelfth day of Christmas”.....The 12 drummers drumming symbolize the 12 
belief points in the Apostle's Creed.       (sharefaith.com; allcreatures.org) 

This year as you sing or hear the familiar words, think beyond the silly words and visual 
images of birds and people leaping around to the deeper meaning explaining 
foundational principles of our faith.  

.  
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Merry Christmas!! 
There is a well-known story of a 

little boy who is afraid of 

thunder and lightning.  One 

night, during a particularly 

violent thunderstorm, he wakes 

up and rushes into his parents’ bedroom for comfort and protection.  His 

mother gathers him up in her arms and says, “Don’t be afraid, 

sweetheart. You are never alone. God loves you and is with you all the 

time.”  The little boy snuggles more deeply into his mother’s arms, looks up and says,  

“I know, Mama… but tonight I need someone with skin!”  

  

I think God must have known that about us… sometimes we just need someone with 

skin.  And so, God chooses to come to earth as a tiny vulnerable baby. This Incarnation – 

God taking on human form is one of the most transforming, foundational pieces of our 

Christian faith and we believe it is an essential story to pass on to our children. 

 

In many ways, you are the incarnational presence of God for your child.  You are the one 

“with skin”… the one who is there to hold and cuddle and listen and comfort.  Children 

are still concrete thinkers and they need concrete “skin” experiences to help them make 

these new connections.  You can help your child by talking about the Christmas story at 

home.  Talk about what Christmas means to you and what traditions are important in your 

family.  Talk about the importance of hope and what it means to believe in a God who 

loves us and promises to be here with us, even when life gets scary or unpredictable. 

 

Remind your child that when we light the candles of our Advent wreath, we are doing 

more than just a mindless ceremony. To light a candle is an act of hope. We are honoring 

the people of hope who have gone before us – the shepherds, the wise men, Mary and 

Joseph, the angels… but we are also lighting our own candle as a symbol that we too 

believe and wait and hope. 

 

That’s what we remember in Advent… that hope has changed the world.  To light an 

advent candle is to say, in the face of all that suggests the contrary, that God is here with 

us, still walking beside us, holding us when we can no longer hold ourselves up… the 

light of that Advent candle shimmers in the darkness, reminding us in the immortal words 

of Dame Julian of Norwich that “all shall be well, and all shall be well and all manner of 

things shall be well.” 

Christian 

Formation News 
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December Happenings: 

 
Because of Bethlehem – Adult Advent Study 
Sundays, November 18-December 16 

Father Ron’s Study; 9:30-10:20 a.m. 

Max Lucado loves Christmas. Let the sleigh bells 

ring. Let the carolers sing. The more Santas the 

merrier. The more trees the better.  He loves it 

because somewhere someone will ask the Christmas 

questions: What’s the big deal about the baby in the manger? Who was he? What does his 

birth have to do with me? And the answers he’s found give us all hope. God knows what 

it’s like to be a human. When we talk to him about deadlines or long lines or tough times, 

he understands. He’s been there. He’s been here. Because of Bethlehem, we have a friend 

in heaven.  And Christmas begins what Easter celebrates. The child in the cradle became 

the King on the cross. Because of Bethlehem, we have a Savior in heaven. These are the 

heart shaping promises of Christmas. Long after the guests have left and the carolers have 

gone home and the lights have come down, these promises endure. Let’s turn on the 

lamp, curl up in a comfortable spot, and look into the odd, wonderful story of Bethlehem. 
 

 

Thursday Morning Bible Study – The 

Women of Christmas 

Thursdays, November 29-Thursday, 

December 20th 

11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

 

A bible study for both men and women! Join us for a sacred season is about to unfold for 

three women whose hearts belong to God.  

Elizabeth is barren, yet her trust in God remains fertile. Mary is betrothed in marriage, yet 

she is willing to bear God’s Son. Anna is a widow full of years, yet she waits patiently, 

prayerfully for the Messiah to appear in the temple courts. 

Following in their footsteps, you too can prepare for the Savior to enter your heart, your 

mind, and your life in a vibrant, new way. Best-selling author Liz Curtis Higgs explores 

the biblical stories of Elizabeth, Mary, and Anna, unwrapping each verse with tender care 

and introducing you afresh to The Women of Christmas. 
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CHRISTMAS EVE PAGEANT December 24th,2018 at 4:00 p.m. 
Parts are still available for our oldest Youth to our Littlest 

Lambs.  During the next couple of weeks, please look for a sign up in 

Fotinos Hall.  Please see Kina for more information. Practice will be 

December 11th and December 18th.  

 

Adopt-a-Family: Sign-ups are going on now outside of Furr Hall.  Please consider 

signing up for something to help make a family’s Christmas a little brighter.  All non-

food items and wrapped gifts should be returned by  Sunday, December 16th, and all 

perishable food items returned by Wednesday, December 219th.  Delivery will be made 

on December 20th. 

 

Thank you to everyone who helps to make all of our programs a success! 

 

Kina Cartee 

Director of Christian Formation 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Newcomer Ministry 
 

As we go in to the upcoming holiday season, 

there will be many activities going on in our 

parish life.  I encourage each of you to invite 

someone to come along with you to one of 

these events.  Also, the Newcomer Ministry 

would love to have more smiling faces to 

welcome our members and guests during our 

services.  If you would like to share your 

beautiful smile, please let me know, or check 

the box on your Time & Talent Sheets for 2019.    

If you have been visiting us for a while, we would love it if you made St. Peter’s your 

permanent worship home! 

 

Kina Cartee 
Director of Newcomer Ministry 

  



12 

 

 

SUNDAY 

WORSHIP AT 

ST. PETER  

BY-THE-LAKE 

 

SCHEDULE: 
 

8:30AM  
Holy Eucharist or 

Morning Prayer with 

Holy Eucharist 
 

9:30AM 
Christian Formation for 

all ages  
 

10:30AM   
Holy Eucharist: 

traditional service with 

full choir 
Nursery available at both 
services.  
 

NOTE FROM THE PARISH 
ADMINISTRATOR: 

Please be sure to schedule all reservations of the church facilities through the Parish Administrator so your 
events can be placed on the Church’s main calendar.      Thank you! 

 
Check out our website! 

Our web address is: www.saintpeterbythelake.net 

 
 

 

 
 

Vision of St. Peter by-the-Lake 

In response to our Lord Jesus Christ’s 

missional imperative to baptize and 

teach all nations….and to love God and 

our neighbors as ourselves:  We the 

clergy, vestry, and people of the 

Episcopal Church of St. Peter by-the-

Lake commit ourselves to: 

*Walk in the Way (Spiritual growth 

through worship, formation, 

repentance & prayer) 

*Widen the Walls (Proclaiming the 

Good News by Word & Example) 

*Wake up the World (Striving for 

Justice & Peace. Respecting the dignity 

of every person) 

 

Mission of St. Peter by-the-

Lake 

In response to our parish vision: The 

mission of The Episcopal Church of St. 

Peter by-the-Lake is to: 

 

*Be Disciples: Engage the World* 

 

http://www.saintpeterbythelake.net/
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Daughters of the King 

The Holy Order of the Daughters 

of the King is open to any woman 

of the church who has a desire to 

serve through Prayer and 

Evangelism. 

We gather quarterly at the 

church for Bible Studies, 

Meditations, or Guest Speakers, 

and smaller groups meet monthly 

at the church or Daughters homes, 
for bible study. 

If you are interested in becoming a 

Daughter of the King, please feel 

free to talk to any of the 
Daughters. 

For His Sake, 

  

Nancy Brandt 

 

 

 
 

SATURDAY BREAKFAST  
AT  STACYS 
 

Group contact: If you would 

like to receive emails 

regarding activities of the 

men in the Church (and 

currently are not receiving 

them), send your email 

address to 

davepitt4@aol.com (and 

we will add you to this 

year's list. Anyone without 

email can call David 

Pittinaro (704) 530-1858, 

and we will set up a calling 

list. 
 

 

Men of St. Peter by-the-Lake 
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               EPISCOPAL RELIEF AND DEVELOPMENT (ERD) 
 

About Episcopal Relief and Development – From ERD website 

“http://www.episcopalrelief.org” 
“Episcopal Relief & Development is an international relief and development agency 

and a compassionate response to human suffering on behalf of The Episcopal 

Church. Our work to heal a hurting world is guided by the principles of compassion, 

dignity and generosity. 
 

We take our mandate from the words of Jesus, found in Matthew 25, "Truly I tell you, just 

as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” 
 

Episcopal Relief & Development works with Church partners and other local organizations 

to save lives and transform communities worldwide. We rebuild after disasters and 

empower people to create lasting solutions that fight poverty, hunger and disease.  
 

ERD serves 32 countries on 5 continents; 15 in Africa, 6 in Asia, 8 in Latin America and 

the Caribbean, 2 in the Middle East and the United States. 
 

“The Episcopal Church utilizes Asset Based Community Development (ABCD) which is an 

approach that catalyzes change and development based on utilizing the existing gifts and capacities 

of people and their communities. The ABCD model discourages development brought in from an 

outside source, but rather energizes change and development from within. For truly sustainable 

development, it’s important to focus on a community’s strengths versus solely its needs. The 

important factor is finding the area where local assets meet local needs.” 
 

The Mission-Outreach Team at St. Peter’s has supported ERD for many years.  This year 

we are AGAIN offering to match up to $1,000.00 collected during the Christmas services.  

The amount we send to ERD before the end of the year will be matched by ERD – 

DOUBLING St. Peter’s contributions. 
 

So watch for the envelopes at the 2 Christmas services and please consider being as 

generous as you can to help ERD continue their Mission. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Josette Anzalone (jra@janzalone.com or 919-939-0759), 

Mary LaBranche (mlabinnc@yahoo.com or 980-329-8810) or Carole Rowell 

(carolekrowell46@gmail.com or 704-516-2312)  

 

 
 

A monthly highlight of organizations we support with our Time, Talent and Treasure. 

FOCUS ON MISSION - OUTREACH TEAM 
And do not neglect doing good and sharing; for with such sacrifices God is pleased.   Hebrews 13:16 

 

 

 

 

http://www.episcopalrelief.org/who-we-are/mission-and-mandate#mandate
mailto:jra@janzalone.com
mailto:mlabinnc@yahoo.com
mailto:carolekrowell46@gmail.com
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CHRISTMAS FLOWERS and CHRISTMAS 
WREATHS DONATIONS 

 
Each Christmas season the Altar Guild invites and encourages everyone to 

consider donating funds, no matter how small, to provide for the Christmas Altar 

Arrangement, Poinsettias, & Wreaths.  It is the Church Tradition called “The 

Hanging of the Greens”! 

 

Special flyers for donations toward the Christmas altar flowers and wreaths will 

be available December 2nd through Dec. 16th on the tables in Fotinos Hall, entrance 

to Furr Hall and in your Mailboxes. Please fill out the special flyer with the names 

of those you wish to be remembered or honored.  Attach your check to the flyer 

and turn in to the Office of Kate D’Amato or place in her mailbox by Monday 

Dec.17th in order to be printed in the Christmas Eve Bulletin. If you miss the print 

date, your donation will still be appreciated & welcome.  

 

Names will be printed in the Christmas Bulletin.  Any funds in excess of the cost 

of our Christmas flowers and greens will be placed in the Clergy Benevolent 

Fund.  Thank you for your generous offerings in past Christmases and for your 

continued generosity this coming Christmas 2018! 
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Alexander Community Concert Series 
Eighth Season 2018 – 2019 

 
The Alexander Community Concert Series wishes to thank everyone  
in the church and the community for supporting our efforts to provide diverse 
musical experiences that engage, entertain, and inspire.  We hope that you 
enjoy this rich holiday season and are looking forward to the resumption of our 
concert series upon completion of the current construction project at the 
church.  Watch for future announcements about the spring concert we are 
planning to celebrate our new nave.  For more information, contact Ben Benoit 
(704-489-6249) OR e-mail ben_benoit@hotmail.com. 

  

 

 

LAKE NORMAN COVEKEEPERS    

The Lake Norman Covekeepers wish 
you a joyous holiday season!  We do 
not meet during December.  Our 
meetings will resume at 7 pm on 
Thursday, January 24, 2019, at our 
normal venue (East Lincoln Fire 
Department, 206 S. Pilot Knob Road, 
Stanley) with guest speaker Brian 
Frierson, a certified arborist who works 
primarily in the Lake Norman area.  If 
you love your trees, their beauty, 
practicality, and eco-friendliness, plan 
now on attending this informative 
presentation on tree management for a 
healthy environment.  Brian will 
emphasize proper care of mature trees, 
which abound around the lake.  For 
more information, contact Ben Benoit 
(704-489-6249).                   

 

GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT AND 

/OR STOCKING STUFFER! 

 

Looking for a great Christmas 

gift and/or stocking stuffer?  
 

Your ECW has just the answer!  We 

have a limited number of AutoBell Gift 

Cards available.  For only $20, you can 

give a  

gift that will make your recipient and 

their cars happy.   
 

You will also be supporting your ECW's 

efforts to raise money for a much 

needed upgrade to our kitchen.  Please 

contact Carole Rowell 

(carolekrowell46@gmail.com) or Cathy 

Littlejohn (cathylittlejohn@hotmail.com).   

 

mailto:ben_benoit@hotmail.com
mailto:carolekrowell46@gmail.com
mailto:cathylittlejohn@hotmail.com
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ANNUAL CHRISTMAS FOOD BAG DELIVERY 

 Due to our limited space during construction, the Team that 
coordinates this project has several recommendations: 
 

1.  Due to the generosity of not only our parishioners but also the  
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, we HAVE PLENTY OF FOOD NOW!!! 
2.  On Saturday, Dec. 15th, from 9 - 10 AM, the food bags will  
be ready for pickup.  You can deliver anytime during the day.   
PLEASE CALL EITHER PATTY DUGGAN (704-582-1144) OR  
CAROLE ROWELL (704-516-2312) IF YOU AND YOUR FAMILY 
CAN DELIVER.   We will need to know how many drivers we  
will have to set up the routes. 
3.  Again, due to the space constraint we will be delivering cloth bags 
of non perishable food instead of the large boxes we've done in the 
past. 
4.  We plan to again deliver to 20+ neighbors in need in the East 
Lincoln area - most of them are recipients in the Home Meals 
program. 
 

CANTEMUS CHOIR 
Practice on Mondays 
December 5th & 12th  

At 5:30pm 
 

  

Practice 
December 11th 

& 18th from 
5:30-6:20pm 
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Advent & Christmas Mission/Outreach Opportunities 

 
St. Peter by-the-Lake ‘Adopt-a-Family’:  This outreach ministry is a partnership between our parish and the local  

communities-in-schools program. Each year a family in need is chosen and we provide Christmas gifts and meals.  

The sign-up poster is available in the front hall.  Gifts and non-perishables should be returned by Sunday, 

December 17th.  All perishable items should be brought to the church on December 20th.   
 

Christmas ‘Food Bag’ Ministry:  We don’t need food this year, we need drivers and helpers. On Saturday, 

December 15th at 9am parish members will sort, bag, and deliver these much needed groceries to families in the 

East Lincoln area. 

Special Advent/Christmas Happenings 

 
November 29th – December 20th: Thursday Morning Bible Study – The Women of Christmas  

Thursdays, 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

 

December 16th: The Annual Festival of Lessons & Carols (10:30am)  Come and enjoy this traditional Anglican  

service of scripture and song as we celebrate the holy season. 

 

 

 
 

 

SERVICES 
Sunday, December 2nd  : Advent I    Sunday, December 9th: Advent II  
8:30am: Holy Eucharist     8:30am: Holy Eucharist  

9:30am: Formation classes for all ages   9:30am: Formation classes for all ages    

10:30am: Holy Eucharist     10:30am: Holy Eucharist 

  

Sunday, December 16th: Advent III     Sunday, December 23rd : Advent IV 

9:30am: Formation classes for all ages    8:30am:  Holy Eucharist  

10:30am: Festival of Lessons & Carols    10:30am: Holy Eucharist  
 (No 8:30am service today)       

 

 

Monday, Christmas Eve, December 24th  

4pm: Holy Eucharist and Children’s Pageant 

    11:00pm: Holy Eucharist Candlelight Service 
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DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
 

December 16th     
Lessons & Carols 

10:30am service only today 
 

December 24th  
Christmas Eve Service & Children’s Pageant   4pm 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  11pm 
 

 
 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 

January 27th    
Annual Parish Meeting 
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December  Calendar 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       1 

2 1st Sunday of 

Advent 

 

8:30   HE 

9:30   AC 
10:30  HE 

5pm EYC 

3       
7 PM  AA   

4 
6:30 PM 

Kerygma 

(Fotinos)  

 
 

5 
Noon 

Centering 
Prayer 

6pm   HB 

7pm  AC 

7pm  EFM 

 

6  
11AM 

Women of 

Christmas  

1 – 5PM 
Bridge (Fotinos) 

7:00-8:30 

ELBA  (Furr) 

7 
6:30-8PM 

GS Troop 
(Fotinos) 

 

 
 

8 
 
8:30AM   

Men @ 

Stacey’s 

 
 

9  2nd Sunday of 

Advent 
 

8:30   HE 
9:30   AC 

9:30  CF 

10:30  HE 

 

10 
7:00 PM 

AA (Fotinos) 

7:00 PM 
Vestry 

11 
5:30pm 

Play 

Practice 
6:30 PM 

Kerygma 

(Fotinos)    

  

12 
Noon 
Centering 
Prayer 
6pm   HB 
7pm  AC 

7pm  EFM 

 

13 
11AM 

Women of 

Christmas  
1 – 5PM 
Bridge (Fotinos  

14 
6:30pm 

Bunco 

(Fotinos) 

15 
 
 

16 3rd Sunday of 

Advent 

Lessons & Carols 

9:30   AC 

9:30 CF 

10:30   Lessons & 

Carols 
 

 

17 
7:00 PM 

AA  (fotinos) 

 

18 
5:30pm 

Play 

Practice 

6:30 PM 

Kerygma 

(Fotinos)    

 

19  
Noon 

Centering 
Prayer 

6pm   HB 

7pm  AC 
7pm  EFM 

7 pm GS 

Troop 02544 

20 
11AM 

Women of 

Christmas  

1 – 5PM 
Bridge (Fotinos 
6:30PM  

WCA 

(library) 

21 
6:30-8PM 

GS Troop 
(Fotinos) 
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23  4th Sunday of 

Advent 
8:30   HE 

9:30   AC 

10:30  HE 

 

 

24 Christmas 

Eve 
4pm  HE & 

Children’s 
Pageant 

11PM  
Candlelight 

Service 
7:00 PM AA 

25 
Christmas 
Day 

 

26 
12:15 
Centering 

Prayer 
6pm   HB 

7pm  AC 

7pm  EFM 

 

27 
1 – 5PM 
Bridge (Fotinos  

28 

 

 

29 

 

 

30 
8:30   HE 
9:30   AC 

10:30  HE 

31      
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1 – Danny and Kay Stidham 
11 – Chad ad Julia Wuerdeman  
22 – John and Jane Cutchin 
27 – Ross Bulla and Shad Spencer 
28 – LeighAnn and Gary Johnston 
31 – Pat and Shanti Clancy 
31 – Jacob and Brittany Venci 

 
 

 

 

  

December 

 Happy Anniversary 

Happy Birthday 

1 – Emily Heil 

3 – Brady Rinkus 

4 – Michael Ridlehoover 

6 – Ruth Baker 

6 – Jeffrey Moeller 

6 – Ellie Rinkus 

7– Jonathan Stollery 

8 – Jack McCabe 

10 – Ava Anzalone 

10– David Cole 

 

 

11 – Matt Taylor 

14 – Greta Gustis 

15 – Mario Aebischer 

16 – Holly Ireland 

17 – Kina Cartee 

18 – Ezenma Brinson 

18 – Tara Mikitarian 

19– John Cutchin 

20 – Rene Sliwoski 

23– Tom Weed 

 

 

25 – Lisa Anzalone 

25 – Carol Buteau 

26 – Cathy Coleman 

27 – Jack Dwyer 

27 – Chris Ireland 

28 – Leon McLennon 

29 – Brenda Roberts 

29 – Peggy Sayres 

29 – Deanna Tanner 

30– Abbey Heil 
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  STAFF 

VESTRY  

The Rev. Dr. Ronald B. Taylor, Rector 
704-483-4634 (home), 704-618-7213 (cell) 

Canismajorm41@yahoo.com 
 

The Rev. Judith Cole, Deacon 
704-483-4321 (home), 704-534-1496 (cell) 

jpoteetcole@charter.net 
 

The Rev. Beth Lilly, Assisting Priest  
828-464-5742 (Home),  828-461-1555 (Cell) 

motherbeth@gmail.com 
 

Leigh Ann Johnston, Organist/Director of Music 
 

Kina Cartee, Director of Christian 
Formation & Newcomers Ministry 

spbtlkina@yahoo.com 
 

Kate D’Amato, Parish Administrator 
spbtlkate@yahoo.com 

 
Janice McGuire, Accounting 

spbtljanice@yahoo.com 
 

Gary Johnston, Treasurer 
geraldjohnston@charter.net 

 
Grimelda Alderman, Nursery Staff 
Angeline Carmichael, Nursery Staff 

 

 
Senior Warden - Bill Reid 

Junior Warden - Matt Gustis 
Lisa Anzalone 

Ross Bulla 
Vikki Gaver 

Stephanie Heil 
Ron Horne 
Cyndi Jarvis 
Leo Soorus  

Clerk of the Vestry:   Daphne Wagner 

 
 
 

mailto:jpoteetcole@charter.net
mailto:motherbeth@gmail.com

