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FROM
THE
RECTOR

Think back for a moment. When was the last time you
invited someone to come to church with you? Maybe it’s
a neighbor, or a close friend or family member who you
know is searching for a spiritual home. Perhaps you’ve
had a conversation with someone over a meal, or coffee,
and you found out that they were ‘church shopping’.
What would you tell them about your own faith, and
about the parish that you call home? Traditionally,
discussions like this have been called evangelism. But I
know that that’s a ‘loaded term’ these days. So think about it another way, just call it
the ministry of ‘invitation’. If you have found something good here, something that
has filled your life in a spiritual sense, then in the appropriate context, it makes
perfect sense to share that good news with someone else who may be searching.
When those opportunities arise, as they surely do from time to time, there are lots of
things that we can say about who we are at St. Peter by-the-Lake, and in the Episcopal
Church. Below are just a few of those ‘things’. I’m sure that a lot can be added.
*You can share the fact that the Episcopal Church is a Bible church. Episcopalians
take the Bible very seriously, although not always ‘literally’, in the fundamentalist
sense. You hear more scripture in an Episcopal Church on Sunday than in many others.
Each week, you will hear a lesson from the Hebrew Scriptures (also called the Old
Testament), a Psalm (spoken or chanted), an Epistle lesson from the New Testament,
and a Gospel lesson. If a person regularly comes to worship on Sunday for three years,
they will have heard over 90 percent of the Bible read to them.
*You can share the fact that the Episcopal Church is a ‘sacramental’ church. We
believe that we meet the Lord Jesus most especially in the sacrament of the Holy
Eucharist, or Communion. The word Eucharist comes from the Greek, and it means
‘thanksgiving’. In the blessed bread and wine of the Eucharist we believe that the
grace of Jesus Christ fills us and dwells in us. Along with baptism, confirmation,
matrimony, ordination, unction for the sick, and reconciliation, Episcopalians
celebrate the sacraments as unique connections with the holy.
*You can share the fact that the Episcopal Church is a ‘liturgical’ church. Our
worship conforms to a pattern of worship that goes all the way back to the first
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century of Christianity. Our service is divided into 2 parts: the liturgy of the Word, and
the liturgy of the table. In the first section, we hear and respond to the words of
scripture through singing, readings, the sermon, prayers and confession. In the second
section, we relive the drama each week of Christ’s death and resurrection in sharing
the bread of wine of the Eucharist. The service is participatory. The congregation does
not observe, they are involved. They respond in voice, in singing, in standing for
praise, sitting for instruction, and kneeling for prayer.
*You can share the fact that the Episcopal Church is a ‘giving’ church. Many of our
members are deeply involved in their church and in their community. You will find
members of St. Peter by-the-Lake working at the Corner Table Soup Kitchen, East
Lincoln Christian Ministry, Christian Formation, Shanklin Memorial Library, East
Lincoln Community Chorus, Pastoral Care & Nursing Home Teams, Parish Nursing
Team, local schools through Back-Pack for Kids, Mentoring, Disaster Relief & Habitat
for Humanity…and many, many more! Episcopalians give generously financially as well
for the spread of the Gospel through the ministries of the Church.
*You can share the fact that the Episcopal Church is an ‘inclusive’ church. Although
our liturgy is quite ancient, our theology is progressive and inclusive. We believe that
ALL of God’s children are welcome around the table, regardless of who they may be
and where they may have come from. At St. Peter by-the-Lake one will find preaching
and teaching that is relevant and may be applied to our lives in the here and now.
*You can share the fact that the Episcopal Church is a ‘caring’ church. Pastoral care
and fellowship are taken very seriously here. The sick, the suffering, and the lonely
need to be visited and often they are by members of our clergy, Pastoral Care Teams,
and by members of our meal ministry called HOPIN (helping our parishioners in need).
Brothers and sisters, this is just a starter. Many of you could I’m sure say many
more things about what brought you here, and then sustained and fostered growth
for you here. Never be afraid to share this invitation to others who may need to find a
spiritual community where the love of Jesus is lived and proclaimed.
Faithfully,
Father Ron
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The Way of the Heart
By Deacon Judy Cole

It is easy and powerful to talk to God throughout our day. We may sometimes feel that
our words in prayer should be eloquent or else they will not be heard. I believe that when
we pray God says, "Look, he is praying! Look, she is praying!" God rejoices in the same
way that our hearts rejoice when our small son or daughter tugs at our clothes and says,
"Daddy, Daddy!" "Mama, Mama!" We listen with our hearts breaking with joy, and
respond. God rejoices, hears, listens, and responds.
Prayer is about God. In our prayer, we are being re-membered by God, we are being reattached, we are being placed where we belong: in the heart of God. We are being remembered to the grace, power and blessing of God. We are being re-attached to the love
and peace of God. It is then that all of the things that distress us are drawn into God and
we find God's guidance, power and strength -- just what we need.
I read about a mother with five children who said over
and over, "God, I don't have time to pray!" So she would
go in the kitchen where all five children were needing and
asking her for things Then she would pull her apron over
the back of her head like a scarf and say to God, "God,
now we are alone; let's sit down together with my
children, provide all that they need, and talk."
Throughout our day we can say to God in and through
Christ, "Thank you for that; help me with this; guide me
in this disturbance; thank you for your guidance and
strength; I trust you and know you will always provide all
that I need."
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MUSIC NOTES
By: LeighAnn Johnston

Many children learn “Jesus Loves Me” early in life. I’m sure countless parents have sung this
song with their children or with children in their care. If you were to guess at its beginnings, you
might suppose it was written by a parent or Sunday School teacher trying to convey the love of
Christ to their young charges. That would be incorrect. It had humble beginnings during the
time of the Civil War as part of a popular novel at the time, but now long since forgotten.
40 year old Anna Warner lived with her father and sister on Constitution Island very near West
Point. She taught Bible classes to cadets at West Point Military Academy every Sunday.
Besides teaching, Anna also wrote novels with her sister Susan under the pseudonym Amy
Lothrop. One of those novels, “Say and Seal” became very popular during the 1860’s. In that
novel there was a chapter where a young boy lay dying. The main character could do nothing
to ease the child’s pain or change his ultimate fate. In an attempt to comfort the dying child, he
recited a poem “Jesus loves me this I know, for the Bible tells me so…” Both Anna and her sister
Susan were buried with military honors in West Point Cemetery. They are the only civilians ever
buried there.
William Bradbury, an accomplished composer of that time, read Warner’s novel and was moved
to set it to music. He had already written tunes for other popular hymns including “Sweet Hour
of Prayer’, “He Leadeth Me”, and “On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand”. Bradbury was said to love
children’s voices and was an avid proponent of music education in both school and church.
When he composed the music for “Jesus Loves Me” he added the refrain “Yes, Jesus loves me.
Yes, Jesus loves me. Yes, Jesus loves me. The Bible tells me so.”
I did find several stories about this song. No one can corroborate the facts, but it definitely
could be possible. One story is that, at the height of persecution in Communist China, a
Christian sent a message to a friend. The message escaped the attention of the censors,
because it said simply: “The this I know people are well” — but that phrase, the “this I know
people” clearly identified the Christian community in China.
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It assured the friend that the church in China was alive and well. “Jesus Loves Me this I know.”
(Donovan. Sermonwriter.com) It is not just a hymn for children; it is a powerful meditation for
all of us.

Jesus loves me! This I know,
For the Bible tells me so;
Little ones to Him belong;
They are weak, but He is strong.

Jesus loves me still today,
Walking with me on my way,
Wanting as a friend to give
Light and love to all who live.

Refrain:
Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me!
The Bible tells me so.

Jesus loves me! He who died
Heaven’s gate to open wide;
He will wash away my sin,
Let His little child come in.

Jesus loves me! This I know,
As He loved so long ago,
Taking children on His knee,
Saying, “Let them come to Me.”

Jesus loves me! He will stay
Close beside me all the way;
Thou hast bled and died for me,
I will henceforth live for Thee.
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Church Is a Team Sport

Christian
Formation News

by Dr. Ralph F. Wilson
Most sports teams have a star
player. Get the ball to him and he’ll
score. Get him up at bat with two
men on base and he’ll hit them home. The sports commentators keep extensive statistics
on each player that they’ll pull out during a lull in the play. It’s all about the numbers —
each person playing to advance his own career, to increase his averages – at least that’s
the way it seems sometimes.
But once in a while you see a team that plays together with a kind of magic. It’s not about
one person scoring big, but it’s every team member doing his utmost to move the team
forward to win the game – to get the ball across the line, to score.
Each player on the field or in the court has a role to play. And when each plays that role
well and aggressively — keeping his eye on the ball – the whole team benefits. When one
player just goes through the motions, the team is crippled. And if a
key member of the team is injured – or just doesn’t show up for the
game – the whole team suffers. The team fails to score.
A healthy church has a lot in common with a finely oiled sports
team. Church shouldn’t be just a spectator sport with a few players
entertaining the crowd. Church – especially our church – relies on
each person actively doing what he or she does best. Church is a
team sport.
What’s your role in our congregation? What are you doing to move the ball forward? Are
you getting enough practice in? Can you coach for a Sunday or other day, if needed?
Dear friends, it’s time to suit up together! Game on!
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What’s Happening at St. Peter’s This Month:
For Adults on Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m.,
Sundays, February 3rd -March 17th
9:30 a.m-10:15 a.m.
Location: Father Ron’s Study
Through 7 sessions, discover the root to clear and
daily communication with God—humble obedience.
Learn how surrender unlocks His many blessings intended for us, centers us in His will,
and helps us discern His voice in everyday life.
Youth (6th-12th grade) Formation Opportunities
February 3rd-February 24th ; Sundays, from 9:30-10:20 a.m.
Location: Youth Class. How2charist
Leaders: Brad Cartee & Courtenay Smith
How2charist is a resource for formation and evangelism based on the Rite II
Eucharistic liturgy of The Episcopal Church. The film and guide were made in
consultation with many Episcopal clergy and lay leaders, that it might capture
core elements of the service which would be recognizable to all Episcopalians
and follow and honor The Book of Common Prayer.
The Rev. Callie Swanlund used the foundation of an instructed eucharist—in which the history of
the eucharistic rite and the symbolism of the service are explained in narrative form—to make a
more seamless liturgy that was stimulating and enlightening. Taking inspiration from VH1's PopUp Video series, the How2charist was born.

Other Upcoming Formation Opportunities:
 Holy Happy Hour – February 28th, 6:30 p.m. at Joey’s in Denver. Please see sign
up sheet in Fotinos Hall to reserve your seat!
 Tenebrae Drama. Please see sign up sheet in Fotinos Hall, for actors needed.
Practice will begin in March. The play will be on Tuesday evening of Holy
Week.
Thank you to everyone who helps with all of our activities! You are greatly appreciated
and a blessing!

Kina Cartee
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Newcomer Ministry – We have been blessed
with new faces over the last few months! In
fact, during 2018 we had 30 new members!
Our newest members include:
Greg & Celine DeLuca
As we go in to the new year, there will be many activities going on in our
parish life. I encourage each of you to invite someone to come along with
you to one of these events. I hope that the “red folders” that we are sharing
with our first time guests are helpful to you in identifying someone that you
may not know, and would like to extend a welcome to. Also, the Newcomer
Ministry would love to have more smiling faces to welcome our members
and guests during our services. If you would like to share your beautiful
smile, please let me know.

Important – February 4th at 7:00 p.m.
There will be training for all Greeters and
Ushers in Furr Hall. Please plan to attend.
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Vision of St. Peter by-the-Lake
SUNDAY
WORSHIP AT
ST. PETER
BY-THE-LAKE

SCHEDULE:
8:30AM
Holy Eucharist or
Morning Prayer with
Holy Eucharist

9:30AM

In response to our Lord Jesus Christ’s
missional imperative to baptize and
teach all nations….and to love God and
our neighbors as ourselves: We the
clergy, vestry, and people of the
Episcopal Church of St. Peter by-theLake commit ourselves to:
*Walk in the Way (Spiritual growth
through worship, formation,
repentance & prayer)
*Widen the Walls (Proclaiming the
Good News by Word & Example)

Christian Formation for
all ages

*Wake up the World (Striving for
Justice & Peace. Respecting the dignity
of every person)

10:30AM

Mission of St. Peter by-theLake

Holy Eucharist:
traditional service with
full choir
Nursery available at both
services.

In response to our parish vision: The
mission of The Episcopal Church of St.
Peter by-the-Lake is to:

*Be Disciples: Engage the World*

NOTE FROM THE PARISH
ADMINISTRATOR:
Please be sure to schedule all reservations of the church facilities through the Parish Administrator so your
events can be placed on the Church’s main calendar. Thank you!
Check out our website!
Our web address is: www.saintpeterbythelake.net
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Daughters of the King

Men of St. Peter by-the-Lake
The Daughters of the King is an
international lay order of women in the
Episcopal Church who are dedicated
to prayer and study with the purpose
of knowing and growing closer to
Jesus Christ, making Him known to
others, and becoming reflections of
God’s love throughout the world.
Monthly and Quarterly gatherings
offer opportunities for sharing and
through various activities joyfully
enhancing our relationship with each
other and more importantly, Jesus
Christ. All women are welcome.

SATURDAY BREAKFAST
AT STACYS

Group contact: If you would
like to receive emails
regarding activities of the
men in the Church (and
currently are not receiving
them), send your email
address to
davepitt4@aol.com (and
we will add you to this
year's list. Anyone without
email can call David
Pittinaro (704) 530-1858,
and we will set up a calling
list.

Please feel free to contact me or any
of the Daughters with questions.

For His Sake

Josette R. Anzalone
Phone/Text 919.939.0759
Email – jra@janzalone.com
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FOCUS ON MISSION - OUTREACH TEAM
And do not neglect doing good and sharing; for with such sacrifices God is pleased. Hebrews 13:16
A monthly highlight of organizations we support with our Time, Talent and Treasure.

The Outreach Committee has selected HESED HOUSE OF HOPE as the
recipient of the ASH WEDNESDAY OFFERING on March 6th, 2019.
October 1, 2018 completed our first full year of being open daily. What a milestone!!!! A
courageous leap of faith, expanding a former winter ministry, to a 12 month shelter, had
remarkable results due to the tremendous level of commitment from the faith
community. Our facility stays at full capacity of 24 beds. Those served and services
provided this past year include:
166 individuals: 88 men, 54 women, 24 children were served
54 residents transitioned to permanent housing
11,000 plates of food were served
18 emergency cots were provided
96 hours of educational classes were offered in health and finance
The homeless population is growing and now includes weekly outreach to those who live
in tents.
I am interested in St Peter's becoming part of the "bed sponsorship" program. For only
$360 a year, we can help subsidize the expenses for an individual with 2 meals
daily, laundry and bath facilities, and other services that
help integrate them back into the community. A plaque
would be placed on a bed and we would be asked to pray
for that person sleeping in the dedicated bed.
I hope you can contribute to making a difference in
someone's life by a donation to this specified offering.
Ways you, your family or a group can serve as a
volunteer include: weekend activity night, daily intake process, breakfast on the
weekend, and evening meal services. We would love to provide classes in mental health
or technology if you are interested.
Tours of the facility in Lincolnton can be arranged on Sundays at 4: 45.
We look forward to what great things God and our volunteers can do in the coming year!
Claire Tracy, parish representative
HESED HOUSE, a 501 (c) 3 organization, and is the only safe, drug and alcohol free, homeless
shelter in Lincoln County which operates with no public funding from the county.
Website: Hesed-Lincoln.org. Facebook: Hesed House of Hope
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EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN (ECW)
UTO Spring Ingathering
The Spring collection for the United Thank Offering (UTO) will be
held on Sunday, March 3, 2019. This collection is used to fund domestic
and international grants directly to impact the lives of women and children
by addressing compelling human needs. This year there are UTO
envelopes and “Blue Boxes” in a basket in the Narthex. If you already have
a “Blue Box” at home, you can either bring it filled with your “Thanks
Offering”, or you can write a check (made out to ECW) for the amount and
put in one of the envelopes. The focus of this project
is to drop coins in the “Blue Box” whenever you have
something that you are thankful for. This is a good
project to include children in so that they can show
their thanks. If you have any questions, please call
Carole Rowell at 704 516-2312.

VOLUNTEER BULLETIN BOARD
Our Mission-Outreach / Volunteer bulletin board has been overhauled
for 2018 hours. If you are in charge of a group or ministry please send
Kate the number of hours spent serving our church and community. If
you perform a unique service or volunteer on your own somewhere,
reach out and let the office know about it! We are called to serve…
let’s show how St. Peter by-the-Lake lives out its
mission statement.
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2019 SPBTL Boomer Retreat
Tuesday – Thursday, April 30 – May 2, 2019
Valle Cruces Episcopal Conference Center
Saint Peter by-the-Lake Boomers have created a springtime tradition
that combines great fellowship, historic education, great food,
spectacular mountain vistas, and a relaxing atmosphere. In 2019 we
are again returning to the Valle Cruces Conference Center with its
rustic setting the North Carolina Mountains near Boone complete
with rocking chairs on the porch, huge fireplace in the central lobby area, wonderful
food and great fellowship with an eclectic mix of folks from the Boomer Generation
from our church.
We will be continuing our tradition of incorporating some North
Carolina history along with some spirituality. This year our historical
program will focus on the development and growth of our regions
historic moonshine. It will be led by Christopher McCloud from the
Appalachian State University History Department and contributing
editor to the Floyd County Moonshine Journal. Who, what and
where moonshine came from and how it became woven into the
fabric of North Carolina culture will be explored. Helping us
experience religious spirituality will once again be our own, Carole
Rowell, who promises a brief program on Wednesday morning that will return us to
God’s good graces.
This is a wonderful tradition that many of us “Boomers” look forward to each year and
we’d love to have you join us for a great experience. So, mark your
calendars today and make a check out to SBTL and place it in the
bookkeepers box or send it to Dick Lunney to reserve your spot. Costs
for the two night accommodations, six wonderful
meals, our formal program and fantastic
fellowship is just $175/per person, double
occupancy. For more information, please
contact Dick Lunney at 704-578-4616.
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Stewardship is Discipleship
To be faithful disciple’s and engage the world is the vision of the
Episcopal Church of St. Peter by the Lake.
We are a family of disciple’s joyfully reaching out ----to walk in the
way of spiritual growth, widen the walls to proclaim the good
news by word and example, and to wake up the world by striving
for justice, peace, and respecting the dignity of everyone------ that’s
our mission!
To be a good disciple, one must also be a good steward of all the
gifts of time, talent, and treasure that God has given. It will help
build the church and leave a legacy for generations to come, it will
impact the lives of your children and grandchildren, and it will
support a community of people who care about each other.
Faithful stewardship helps each of us experience the joy of
generosity and the joy of being faithful disciples. The basic
principle is ------- that everything we have and all that we achieve
is a gift from God. Stewardship involves joyous acts of
thanksgiving in response to all that God has given us.
Stewardship is the lens through which we
as disciples understand our role in fostering
the mission of the church to continue
Christ’s work on earth.
15
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Join the Alexander Community Concert Series Team
With the prospective completion of the nave construction project, the
Alexander Community Concert Series Team will begin meeting to plan a
spring concert and consider the 2019-2020 season. We need new
people with an interest in music and new ideas on where to go with the
series. If you are interested, please contact Kate D’Amato
(spbtlkate@yahoo.com/704-483-3460) or Ben Benoit
(ben_benoit@hotmail.com/704-489-6249) as soon as possible.

Tuesday, March 5th
ASH WEDNESDAY
SERVICE
March 6th
7pm

from 5:30 – 7:00pm in Fotinos Hall.
Come and enjoy delicious pancakes
and sausage with your parish
family before the
beginning of Lent.
Many thanks to the Men of
St. Peter’s, who annually sponsor
this event.
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FEBRUARY EVENTS
February 4th
Ushers & Greeters Meeting 7PM

February 17th
Newcomers Dinner 6pm
February 22nd – 24th
EYC Retreat

Upcoming Events:
March 5th
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
March6th
Ash Wednesday
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February Calendar 2019
Sunday

Monday

3 4th Sunday after

4

Epiphany

10am
Staff Mtg

Tuesday

5
6:30 PM
Kerygma
(Fotinos)
6:30-8PM
Supper &
The Word
(Fotinos)

Wednesday

Thursday

6

7

11am Habitat
YE Meeting
Noon
Centering
Prayer

1 – 5PM
Denver Bridge
Group (Fotinos)

8:30 HE
9:30 AC
10:30 HE

7 PM AA
7PM Ushers

5pm EYC

& Greeters
Meeting (Furr)

10 5th Sunday

11

12

13

14

after Epiphany

6:30 PM
Kerygma
(Fotinos)
6:30-8PM
Supper &
The Word

Noon

8:30 HE
9:30 AC
10:30 HE

7 PM
AA (Fotinos)
7:00 PM
Widen the
Walls Team
Meeting

1 – 5PM
Denver Bridge
Group (Fotinos)

17 6th Sunday after

18

19

20

6:30 PM
Kerygma
(Furr)

Noon
Centering
Prayer

Epiphany
8:30 HE
9:30 AC
9:30 CF
10:30 HE
6pm Newcomers
Dinner
24 7th Sunday after
Epiphany
8:30 HE
9:30 AC
9:30 CF
10:30 HE

7:00 PM
AA (Furr)
7:00 PM
Vestry

25

7:00 PM
AA(Furr)

1

Friday

Saturday
2

8

9
8:30AM
Men @
Stacey’s

6pm HB
7pm AC
7pm EFM

Centering
Prayer

15

16

21

22

23

1 – 5PM

EYC
RETREAT

EYC
KANUGA

6pm HB
7pm AC
7pm EFM

6pm HB
7pm AC
7pm EFM

Denver Bridge
Group (Fotinos)
6:30PM WCA
(Furr)

26

27

28

6:30 PM
Kerygma
(Furr)
(Fotinos)

Noon

1 – 5PM

Centering
Prayer

Denver Bridge
Group (Fotinos)

6pm HB
7pm AC
7pm EFM

6:30-8:30 GS
(Furr)
7-9PM LN
Covekeepers
(Fotinos)
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6:30pm
Bunco
(Fotinos)

February
Happy Anniversary
5 – Jim & Ann Bowden
9 – Gil & Peggy Sayres
14 – Ronnie & Brandy Rudd
17 – Leon & Robin McLennon

Happy Birthday
1 – Davy Plyler

11 – Adanna Eziri

16 – Garry Beam

3 – Betty Megard

11 – Gilbert Moore

19 – Maddie Himes

3 – Scott Mical

12 – Tuck Ridlehoover

22 – Donna Brown

6 – Betty Emmerson

12 – Gary Jarvis

25 – Emeka Eziri

6 – Susan Fleming

12 – Baylor Cartee

25 – Jack Ireland

6 – Thomas Lilly III

13 – Ellie Ortner

25 – Tiffany Ferebee

6 – Ed Melesh

13 – Bill Reid

26 – Daniel Kosmala

7 – Marianne Boles

14 – Trudy Halley

26 – Gloria Reid

14 – Rezan Solmaz

27 – Isabella Ann Seminara
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STAFF
The Rev. Dr. Ronald B. Taylor, Rector
704-483-4634 (home), 704-618-7213 (cell)
Canismajorm41@yahoo.com

Kina Cartee, Director of Christian
Formation & Newcomers Ministry
spbtlkina@yahoo.com

The Rev. Judith Cole, Deacon
704-483-4321 (home), 704-534-1496 (cell)
jpoteetcole@charter.net

Kate D’Amato, Parish Administrator
spbtlkate@yahoo.com
Janice McGuire, Accounting
spbtljanice@yahoo.com

The Rev. Beth Lilly, Associate Priest
828-464-5742 (Home), 828-461-1555 (Cell)
motherbeth@gmail.com

Gary Johnston, Treasurer
geraldjohnston@charter.net

Leigh Ann Johnston, Organist/Director of Music
Grimelda Alderman, Nursery Staff
Angeline Carmichael, Nursery Staff

VESTRY
Senior Warden – Matt Gustis
Junior Warden – Ron Horne
Lisa Anzalone
Sherree Brady
Ross Bulla
Vikki Gaver
Cyndi Jarvis
Daniel Malyevac
Ronnie Rudd
Clerk of the Vestry: Daphne Wagner
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