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     In the Outline of the Faith in the Book of Common 
Prayer we are told that the mission of the Church is to 
restore all people to unity with God and each other in 
Jesus Christ. That call goes all the way back to the Gospel 
of Matthew, to what we usually call the ‘Great 
Commission’. Before his ascension to heaven, Jesus tells 
his apostles to go, and baptize, and teach all the nations. 
We do lots of important things here at St. Peter by-the-
Lake, we all serve and care for others in lots of ways. But 
we are also to remember that the first call is to share the 
Good News of Jesus with others in both ‘word’ and ‘deed’. 
 
     The first thing that Jesus tells his little band of followers back then is to ‘go’. He 
does not tell them to ‘hunker down’. He does not tell them to stay where they are and 
wait for others to come to them. No. Jesus tells Peter, and James, and John, and Mary 
Magdelene and the others to get up and go. They are to be about the business of 
sharing the love of Jesus with others as they travel on the way. Did you know that in 
those early days, before followers of Jesus were ever called ‘Christians’, that they 
were called ‘people of the way’? Think about that. I believe that there is important 
symbolism for us there, especially today. To be people of the way, we have to be on 
the go, on a journey. And the journey is to share the story of Jesus with those who 
may desperately need to hear it. 
 
     The second thing that Jesus calls his followers to do is to baptize. Holy Baptism is 
initiation by water and the spirit into the community of Christ, which is the Church. In 
baptism we are buried with Christ, along with our sins, and we are raised to new life in 
Him.  
 
     Third, Jesus calls us then to the teaching ministry. We must transmit the Christian 
story to those who have been newly initiated. And this teaching encompasses a 
lifetime. It is one reason why lifelong Christian Formation is so very important. We 
can’t tell our sacred stories to the next generation of believers, if we don’t know them 
ourselves! And we cannot both know and begin to understand the meanings of those 
stories if we don’t spend time learning about them. That learning includes reading, 
study, and discussion around tables and classrooms with others who are learning as 
well. I dearly love to see all of our classes, those offered on Sunday, and those during 
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the week and at special times, filled with hearts and minds who want to both listen 
and share. 
 
     Notice also that there is a definite ‘order’ to this sacred proclamation. And the 
order that Jesus puts things is important. First we have to ‘go’. You can’t put the cart 
before the horse. Before there is outreach, and healing, and teaching…there has to be 
the sharing of who Jesus is, what he came to do, and what it means to us. So we have 
to get over the stereotypes, and our sometimes discomfort with the word 
‘evangelism’. The word comes to us from the Greek word ‘evangelion’, which means 
simply ‘good news’! In our own unique ways, we are all called to be evangelists, 
proclaimers in word and deed for our Lord. 
 
     Then, and only then, after the word is proclaimed out in the world, do we baptize 
those who come to us. They may be infants, or they may be teens or adults. But that is 
the time of initiation into the community of faith. 
 
     And then comes the never-ending ministry of formation. We are to form the hearts 
and minds of those in the Church in the way of Jesus. And as people are formed in the 
way of Jesus, comes naturally the heart and the will for feeding the hungry, housing 
the homeless, visiting the sick and imprisoned, working for justice and peace, and all 
of the other things that Jesus would have us do in response to our love for Him. 
 
     Think about this day and let us respond together…GO – BAPTIZE – TEACH. 
 
Faithfully,  
 
Father Ron 
November 2018 
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Sometimes, at prayer, I find myself saying to the Lord, "What do You want me to 
understand just now; what would You have me hear from Your Word; what is 
Your Word to me in this time?"  Asking God questions is a good thing.  We tend, 
then, to be expectant of listening and hearing from the sources through which 
God communicates to us, especially through the Scriptures, sermon, liturgy and 
prayers. 

 

Listening for the communion and communication of God to us through Christ by 
the Holy Spirit involves our listening.  We are not accustomed to being quiet and 
listening.  If there is a silence, we rush to fill it with words, music, TV, words from 
a computer screen, sounds or printed words from somewhere. 
 

Silence in the presence of God is not so much not speaking as it is listening to 
God.  Reading the Scriptures, expectant that the Holy Spirit will bring 
understanding as we read, is silence in the presence of God.  Praying the Psalms 
in a personal way is effective for many in allowing the Holy Spirit to penetrate the 
various aspects of our lives, and to work there, transforming us more in Christ-
likeness. 
 

As we continue our journey during the present season of Pentecost may our 
hearts ask the questions which assist our finding the answers we seek in our 
lives.  "Lord, what would You have me hear from Your Word?  Lord, what would 
You have me learn from You, find of You, as I join with my St. Peters family to 
worship You Sunday mornings?" 
 

Faithfully, 
 

+Deacon Judy 

 

The Way of the Heart 

By Deacon Judy Cole 
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 Thanksgiving With All My Heart 
 

 

The Lord is my strength and my shield; in him 

my heart trusts; so I am helped, and my heart 

exults, and with my song I give thanks to him.            

Psalm 28:7    NRSV 

 
Quite a few of you already know that the end of 2018 means official retirement for me. 

Yes, not just “semi-retirement”, but truly pension-check receiving retirement.  Happily, 

turning 62 does have its advantages! 

 

During this November month of Thanksgiving, I am feeling overwhelmed with 

gratitude for my time with you at St. Peter by-the-Lake.  Even though I have been 

serving in ministry of some kind (beginning with youth ministry and outreach) since I 

graduated from college and have served in nine churches, served as a hospital chaplain 

and as a long-term care chaplain, and those have included three traditions (Presbyterian, 

UCC, then Episcopal), St. Peter by-the-Lake is the church I have known and loved the 

longest of any church I have served!  You folks are dear to Tom and Thomas and me, 

and you always will be.  

 

May I take this opportunity to give thanks for working with such great people. 

 

When I first came here in 2004, I could not have foreseen how fortunate I would be to 

work with such a wonderful priest and colleague as Father Ron.  Words cannot capture 

how meaningful my journey in ministry is blessed to have been Associate here and to 

watch this church grow and flourish under his leadership.  Karen is equally dear to me 

as well, and I know that I do not say anything that people do not already know but this 

special couple has brought such a warm wind of the Love of Jesus to this community 

that the positive impact they both have made will be felt for years to come.  What an 

absolute treasure and blessing to know them, and to have worked with Ron. 

 

Deacon Judy is a beloved living Saint and I treasure my time serving with her.  She 

blesses everyone with her presence everywhere she goes.  Her energy is amazing, and 

her faith is radiant.  Dave, the “wind beneath her wings” is always present to care for 

 

Mother  

Beth Lilly 

 

Front Porch 

Thoughts 
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the children and youth and their parents with his faithful presence as a teacher, year 

after year.  How wonderful a blessing to this church.  Judy is a colleague and friend I 

treasure indeed.  

 

Kina –spectacular Kina--has been the bright spot of our lives at St. Peter since her arrival, 

almost like she has a secret magic wand that she uses to make so many great programs 

happen seemingly so effortlessly. She puts FUN back into the study of faith.  And a 

fantastic teacher she is, too!   Such a lovely, precious family she and Brad share with us.  

And still they make time to help with the youth.  They are such a blessing! I dearly love 

everything about working with Kina Cartee. 

 

Leigh Anne is very dear and special to me.  She and I have shared many heartfelt chats 

about our families.  She helped me so much through the death of both my Dad and my 

Mom.  We have much in common from our childhoods with our family’s love of music.  

I appreciate her confidence in me enough to invite me to join our faithful choir on 

occasion.  Leigh Anne works side by side with Father Ron in planning thoughtful 

choices of music for our Episcopal worship throughout the liturgical year.  Chanting the 

Psalm is a beloved Anglican tradition which, thanks to her finding the most suitable 

arrangements for us, is a lovely addition to our worship.  As for her dear husband Gary-

-well, we know how much important behind the scenes work he does for St. Peter.  His 

faith and his knowledge are strong blessings for our church. Tom and I hold a special 

place in our hearts for both Gary and Leigh Anne.  

 

Kate D’Amato is not known by all of you, but if you have not dropped by the church 

office to meet her yet, that needs to be put at the top of your list!  She is an incredible 

Parish Administrator.  Absolutely amazing!  Again, I am suspecting possession of 

another magic wand because I sincerely do not know how she manages to get 

everything done, but she does.  And she is a lovely, caring, fun, joy-spreading person 

who has blessed me with her caring heart just like she has blessed anyone else.  Her 

ability to discern how to handle a challenge of any kind is truly one of her greatest 

spiritual gifts.  I will miss calling her every week!  Her family is also a true blessing to 

us. 

 

Janice McGuire is someone else many of you may not have had the pleasure to meet in 

person yet, but those of us who do count ourselves blessed indeed!  Her faith and her 

quietly sparkling joy have been a balm for me in many ways.  I am sure the rest of us on 
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staff feel the same way.  She is so capable, skilled and faithful in her work.  Even when 

she was going through the recent loss of her dear mother, she still managed to persevere 

and spread her loveliness.  Her faith in The Lord shines through it all.  Having her 

family here in worship is wonderful and I have enjoyed getting to know them better. 

 

Adam has only been with us a couple of months, but I met him a few years ago and feel 

like I have known him for a long time.  Perhaps that is a gift he has for ministry – the 

ability to share his heart and his faith, the ability to make the person he is listening to at 

the moment feel that they are valuable and that he has plenty of time to be with them.  

God bless him! I am grateful to be a witness to his strong faith and his deeply caring 

heart.  My prayers will be with him in his journey and I will be keeping in touch, 

because he is my newest friend in ministry!   

 

Lastly, and best of all, you dear members of St. Peter by-the-Lake, how wonderful you 

are!   I look forward to spending time with you throughout this season of Thanksgiving, 

Advent and Christmas.  You are a community of joy and giving.  You are people with 

many gifts and skills to offer in service to God, and you are people of steadfast, ever-

growing faith.  I look forward to Tom and I being with you when the new worship space 

is blessed. Such a celebration that will be, indeed!  In the spirit of being part of a Diocese 

and part of The Episcopal Church, we will always be church family with one another, no 

matter where we are.  For that blessing, I am ever so thankful. 

 

Yours in faith, love and gratitude, 

 

Mother Beth+ 
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“Count Your Blessings.”  Has anyone ever said that to you?  I know I have heard it 
several times in my life, especially when I was complaining.  It is very easy to forget to 
‘count our blessings’ when we go through difficult times. The mind usually will focus on 
the slights and disappointments of life neglecting the multitude of good things that 
happen to us every day.  I used to tell my children to leave the pity party when they 
were complaining.  There is an old hymn which reminds us to do just that… “Count your 
blessings.  Name them one by one.  Count your many blessings. See what God has 
done!”  Written and published in 1897, by Johnson Oatman, Jr., Count Your Blessings 
first appeared in Songs for Young People. The tune  was written by Edwin Excell.  This 
hymn is not included in our Hymnal 1982, but it can be found in many Methodist and 
evangelical hymnbooks.   
 
Johnson Oatman’s merchant father was considered to be the best singer in his town. 
The younger Johnson looked up to his father, who fostered his great love of church 
music at an early age However, the young Oatman did not possess his father’s talent. 
After finishing school, he went on to serve the Methodist Episcopal Church. At the age 
of 36, he discovered he had a hidden talent for writing hymns. He wrote songs almost 
daily, with an average of 200 songs a year and has over 5,000 hymns to his credit, 
including songs such as “Higher Ground” and “No, Not One”, which he claimed was his 
favorite. However, when forced to set a price for his hymns he refused to set anything 
other than $1 per hymn. Johnson Oatman’s music was described as “a beam of sunlight 
to lighten a darkened place”. (http://dianaleaghmatthews.com) Hymn writing continues 
to thrive in the Oatman family. His daughter Miriam wrote many hymns and today he 
has a great-grandson who is also a writer. 
 
Even though Johnson Oatman, Jr. was not the singer his father had been, he used his 
musical skills to preach the gospel. “Count Your Blessings” is a very fitting song to 
remind us of the many blessings we experience daily and especially during the 
Thanksgiving holidays. “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.” –Ephesians 1:3 

 

MUSIC NOTES 
   By: LeighAnn Johnston 

 

http://dianaleaghmatthews.com/
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1 When upon life's billows you are tempest tossed, 
When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost, 
Count your many blessings, name them one by one, 
And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done. 

Refrain: 
Count your blessings, name them one by one; 
Count your blessings, see what God hath done; 
Count your blessings, name them one by one; 
Count your many blessings, see what God hath done. 

2 Are you ever burdened with a load of care? 
Does the cross seem heavy you are called to bear? 
Count your many blessings, ev'ry doubt will fly, 
And you will be singing as the days go by. [Refrain] 

3 When you look at others with their lands and gold, 
Think that Christ has promised you His wealth untold; 
Count your many blessings, money cannot buy 
Your reward in heaven, nor your home on high. [Refrain] 

4 So, amid the conflict, whether great or small, 
Do not be discouraged, God is over all; 
Count your many blessings, angels will attend, 
Help and comfort give you to your journey's end. [Refrain] 
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In the United 

States and Canada, 

Thanksgiving is 

celebrated by 

people of every religion and background – 

that is part of what makes it such a wonderful 

holiday! For those looking to integrate some 

Christian traditions into Thanksgiving, here are several suggestions to use at 

church and/or home. 

 

1. Act it Out 

Read the story of the ten lepers (Luke 17:11-19). Remind your children that Jesus was 

pleased with the one man who returned to give thanks for being healed. Provide rags for 

bandages and let your children play the roles of the lepers and Jesus. 

2. Make Some Noise 

Look up the story of the Israelites’ celebration after the walls of Jerusalem were rebuilt 

(Nehemiah 12:27-46). Talk about the instruments they used and the two great choirs that 

marched atop the walls to the temple; a joyous, active "thanksgiving" that could be heard 

"far away" (Nehemiah 12:43). Put together a home grown band using real or handmade 

instruments. Practice joyful praise songs and march around the "walls". 

3. Read a Book 

Share a book that expresses gratitude and thankfulness. For example, consider Corrie ten 

Boom’s book The Hiding Place teaches a great lesson in thankfulness. Share Corrie’s 

story, pointing out her struggle to be "thankful in all things." She even thanked God for 

fleas in her barracks. She later learned that the fleas kept the guards away and allowed 

Corrie and others to study the Bible undisturbed. 

4. Create a Chain Reaction 

Make a "God is Good" chain. Gather scissors, stickers, pencils, crayons, glue and 

construction paper. Cut the paper in strips and ask your kids to think about the many 

ways God is good. Have them write or draw these attributes on the strips, then connect 

them to form a chain and hang it in a place where it will remind your family of God’s 

goodness. 

5. Make a Blessing Basket 

Place a pretty fall basket containing a pencil and pad of paper in an easy-to-reach 

location. Throughout the month, encourage family members to jot down ways God has 

blessed them. Younger children can draw or cut out pictures from magazines. Read these 

together and give God thanks each day or set aside some time on Thanksgiving Day. 

Christian Formation  

News 

http://www.randomhouse.com/book/16030/the-hiding-place-by-corrie-ten-boom-and-john-scherrill
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6. Trim a Tree of Thanks 

Draw and cut out a large paper tree with lots of loose leaves in autumn colors. Mount the 

tree in a prominent place and put the leaves nearby in a box with glue and markers. Ask 

your family to write things they are thankful for on the leaves, filling the tree by the end 

of the month. Consider the following question: "If I could keep only the gifts I’ve 

thanked God for today, what would I have?" Ask younger children: "What do you want 

to thank God for today?" Encourage your family to add to the tree daily. 

7. Create Scripture-themed Place Cards 

Have the children make a place card for each place setting on the Thanksgiving table. On 

one side, write names of guests and family; on the other, type a Scripture verse about 

being thankful. Let each person read a verse before the blessing. 

8. Encourage Sharing 

Place a paper leaf at each place with an "assignment" written on it. Each person adds to 

the festivities by completing their assignment. Assignments might include: 

 Read Psalm 100 

 Share a Thanksgiving memory (use this on several paper leaves) 

 Sing a Thanksgiving song (good for preschoolers) 

 Lead the group in a praise chorus (have copies of the lyrics available) 

 Say the blessing for our meal 

9. Let your Lights Shine 

Give an unlit votive candle to each person. Begin by lighting your own candle and 

thanking God for specific blessings. Then, continue the process around the table until all 

the candles are lit, making sure to keep the flames away from small children. Lead your 

family in a candlelight service of thanksgiving. 

 

   

 

Bible Studies for November: 

 

Adult Lectionary Series 
Sundays, November 4-November 11 

Father Ron’s Study; 9:30-10:20 a.m. 

Sunday Mornings in the Rector’s Study at St. Peter by-the-Lake from 9:30 – 

10:10am.  Come join us as we dig deeper into the readings for each week 

and discuss their meanings in our daily lives.  
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Because of Bethlehem – Adult Advent Study 

Sundays, November 18-December 16 

Father Ron’s Study; 9:30-10:20 a.m. 

Max Lucado loves Christmas. Let the sleigh bells ring. Let the 

carolers sing. The more Santas the merrier. The more trees the 

better.  He loves it because somewhere someone will ask the 

Christmas questions: What’s the big deal about the baby in the manger? Who was he? 

What does his birth have to do with me? And the answers he’s found give us all hope. 

God knows what it’s like to be a human. When we talk to him about deadlines or long 

lines or tough times, he understands. He’s been there. He’s been here. Because of 

Bethlehem, we have a friend in heaven.  And Christmas begins what Easter celebrates. 

The child in the cradle became the King on the cross. Because of Bethlehem, we have a 

Savior in heaven. These are the heart shaping promises of Christmas. Long after the 

guests have left and the carolers have gone home and the lights have come down, these 

promises endure. Let’s turn on the lamp, curl up in a comfortable spot, and look into the 

odd, wonderful story of Bethlehem. 

 

 

Thursday Morning Bible Study – The 

Women of Christmas 

Thursdays, November 29-Thursday, December 

20th 

11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

A bible study for both men and women! Join us for a sacred season is about to unfold for 

three women whose hearts belong to God.  

Elizabeth is barren, yet her trust in God remains fertile. Mary is betrothed in marriage, yet 

she is willing to bear God’s Son. Anna is a widow full of years, yet she waits patiently, 

prayerfully for the Messiah to appear in the temple courts. 

 

Following in their footsteps, you too can prepare for the Savior to enter your heart, your 

mind, and your life in a vibrant, new way. Best-selling author Liz Curtis Higgs explores 

the biblical stories of Elizabeth, Mary, and Anna, unwrapping each verse with tender care 

and introducing you afresh to The Women of Christmas. 

 

If you would like to be a part of this bible study, please let me know by November 18th, 

so that I can order your copy of the book.   
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CHRISTMAS EVE PAGEANT December 24th,2018 at 4:00 p.m. 
Parts for our oldest Youth to our Littlest Lambs.  During the next 

couple of weeks, please look for a sign up in Fotinos Hall.   

 

 

 

 

Junior Ushers: 
We love our Junior Ushers.  They are definitely a welcome site on 

Sunday mornings, and are forever making us smile.  Thank you all for 

volunteering your time and being very brave to step out there by yourself.  

We have several openings between now and the end of the year.  Please 

feel free to volunteer for one (or several) Sundays. 

 

Other upcoming events you don’t want to miss: 

* Pictures With Santa – Santa will be making his annual visit for pictures with 

your family during the 10:30 a.m. Coffee Hour on November 25th.  Please make plans to 

stop by the photo booth and give us your best smile! 

* Adopt-a-Family sign-ups will begin on Sunday, November 25th.  Please consider 

signing up for something to help make a family’s Christmas a little brighter.  All non-

food items and wrapped gifts should be returned by Sunday, December 16th, and all 

perishable food items returned no earlier than Wednesday, December 19th.   

 

Thank you to everyone who shares their time, talents and faith to spread the Good News 

and the love we have to share here at St. Peters! 

 

Kina Cartee 
Director of Christian Formation & Newcomer Ministry Team 
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Newcomer Ministry 

 

 As we go in to the upcoming holiday season, 

there will be many activities going on in our 

parish life.  I encourage each of you to invite 

someone to come along with you to one of 

these events.  Also, the Newcomer Ministry 

would love to have more smiling faces to 

welcome our members and guests during our 

services.  If you would like to share your 

beautiful smile, please let me know, or check 

the box on your Time & Talent Sheets for 2019.    

Please help welcome our newest members: 

Ronald & Diane Zawacki 

Jim & Eileen Kosmala 

Scott & Maureen Skifano 

If you have been visiting us for a while, we would love it if you made St. Peter’s your 

permanent worship home! 

Kina Cartee 
Director of Newcomer Ministry 
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SUNDAY 

WORSHIP AT 

ST. PETER  

BY-THE-LAKE 

 

SCHEDULE: 
 

8:30AM  
Holy Eucharist or 

Morning Prayer with 

Holy Eucharist 
 
 

10:30AM   
Holy Eucharist: 

traditional service 

with full choir 
Nursery available at both 
services.  
 

 

 

 

NOTE FROM THE PARISH 
ADMINISTRATOR: 

Please be sure to schedule all reservations of the church facilities through the Parish Administrator so your 
events can be placed on the Church’s main calendar.      Thank you! 

 
Check out our website! 

Our web address is: www.saintpeterbythelake.net 

 
 

 

 
 

Vision of St. Peter by-the-Lake 

In response to our Lord Jesus Christ’s 

missional imperative to baptize and 

teach all nations….and to love God and 

our neighbors as ourselves:  We the 

clergy, vestry, and people of the 

Episcopal Church of St. Peter by-the-

Lake commit ourselves to: 

*Walk in the Way (Spiritual growth 

through worship, formation, 

repentance & prayer) 

*Widen the Walls (Proclaiming the 

Good News by Word & Example) 

*Wake up the World (Striving for 

Justice & Peace. Respecting the dignity 

of every person) 

 

Mission of St. Peter by-the-

Lake 

In response to our parish vision: The 

mission of The Episcopal Church of St. 

Peter by-the-Lake is to: 

 

*Be Disciples: Engage the World* 

 

http://www.saintpeterbythelake.net/
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Daughters of the King 

The Holy Order of the Daughters 

of the King is open to any woman 

of the church who has a desire to 

serve through Prayer and 
Evangelism. 

We gather quarterly at the 

church for Bible Studies, 

Meditations, or Guest Speakers, 

and smaller groups meet monthly 

at the church or Daughters homes, 
for bible study. 

If you are interested in becoming a 

Daughter of the King, please feel 

free to talk to any of the 
Daughters. 

For His Sake, 

  

Nancy Brandt 

 

 

 
 

SATURDAY BREAKFAST  
AT  STACYS 
 

Group contact: If you would 

like to receive emails 

regarding activities of the 

men in the Church (and 

currently are not receiving 

them), send your email 

address to 

davepitt4@aol.com (and 

we will add you to this 

year's list. Anyone without 

email can call David 

Pittinaro (704) 530-1858, 

and we will set up a calling 

list. 
 

 

Men of St. Peter by-the-Lake 
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HESED House of Hope Ministry 

 

ONE YEAR OF HOPE 
In a step of faith, Hesed House of Hope, once just a winter ministry, committed  to stay open year 

round to serve the homeless community in Lincoln County. October 1st marked our first 

anniversary. Dozens of people have stepped up to be sure our doors remain open 365 days a 

year. 

 

Established in 2008, HESED HOUSE is the only homeless shelter that provides a safe drug free 

place with a bed to sleep, dinner and breakfast daily, shower and laundry facilities for men, 

women and children. 

 

This is what the last year looks like... 

- 172 individuals served from the age of 79 to 8 months 

- 49 of our guests have obtained permanent housing 

- 3 residents were reunited with their families 

- Over 1000 plates of food were served 

- Bibles, crosses and prayer squares were made for each bed. 

- Most of our guests are employed 

 

Interested in helping? 

LOOK AT OUR WEBSITE.  www.hesed-Lincoln.org 

- See the pictures of the Lincolnton facility  

- Bed sponsorships are available $30 month 

- Current monthly kitchen, bath and personal needs are listed  

- Volunteer activities including making meals or providing nightly activities 

 

We are currently at full capacity, 24 beds and 6 cots, and have a waiting list. Hesed means 

"kindness" and the hearts of many and God has made this courageous move a reality! 

 

Claire Tracy, parish representative 
 

 

 
 

A monthly highlight of organizations we support with our Time, Talent and Treasure. 

FOCUS ON MISSION - OUTREACH TEAM 
And do not neglect doing good and sharing; for with such sacrifices God is pleased.   Hebrews 13:16 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hesed-lincoln.org/
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GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT AND/OR STOCKING STUFFER:  
 
Looking for a great Christmas gift and/or stocking stuffer?  
Your ECW has just the answer!  We have a limited number of 
AutoBell Gift Cards available.  For only $20, you can give a  
gift that will make your recipient and their cars happy.   
You will also be supporting your ECW's efforts to raise money  
for a much needed upgrade to our kitchen.  Please contact Carole Rowell 
(carolekrowell46@gmail.com) or Cathy Littlejohn  (cathylittlejohn@hotmail.com).   
 
 
THE ANNUAL ALTAR GUILD DINNER/MEETING will be held Monday, November 12 at 6:00 
PM in Furr Hall.  Please contact your team captain for RSVP and your choice of dish to 
share.    
 

mailto:carolekrowell46@gmail.com
mailto:cathylittlejohn@hotmail.com
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 Advent 2018 
 

We are starting preparations to publish the 18th annual St. Peter Advent Devotional and we 

would really like to have a devotion written by you and/or your children to include in 

devotional.   

 

What makes this devotional so special is the fact fellow members write personal devotionals 

about;  

 -    Special “God Moments” 

- Favorite scriptures 

- Family Christmas traditions  

- Memorable past Christmases  

- What Advent/Christmas means to them  

- Favorite stories/poems written by their family (for example, their Mothers, Fathers, 

Sisters, Brothers etc). 

 

It is very special to participate in daily devotions during Advent and have the inspirational 

experience to enjoy a few words from fellow St Peter’s members. 

 

So please take a few moments and write a devotional…… it does not have to be long or a 

“Biblical Epistle”……just from you!  Also, help your children compose one too! 

 

Advent is only a few weeks from now….. Please complete and submit before November 

16th.  If you have any questions, please call us,  (704) 663-9004 (cell). 

 

Bud & Jeanne Hawkins 
 

P.S.  Please place devotion in our Church mailbox, or transmit via E-mail, “word” format 

(budhawkins@charter.net)….. Thanks, in advance, for your support!!  
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ALTAR FLOWER CALENDAR – THE YEAR 2019! 
 
The Altar Flower Calendar is available for sign-ups in the Furr Hall Lobby Entrance.  
Giving altar flowers is a beautiful way to celebrate or remember loved ones and it is easy 
to do!  Simply choose a date to give flowers or greenery (greenery is for Advent and 
Lent) and print One Name or Family Name per date on the sign-up poster. 
 
Kate D’Amato, our Parish Administrator, will send you a reminder just prior to your 
chosen date.  Please call the office at that time with your personal message for the 
Sunday Bulletin.  Your check should be written for $35.00 to St. Peter’s Altar Guild - 
Flowers and returned to the Church in any of three ways:  1. U.S. Mail, 2. Church 
Offertory Plate, 3. To Janice McGuire’s church mailbox (Parish Accountant). 
 
Your flowers must be picked up from an Altar Guild member after the 10:30 AM Service.  
If you are not able to pick them up, please call Ann Bowden, Jane Lifsey or Nancy 
Driggers with directions for the flowers such as, “Save them for me” or “Give them to 
those in nursing homes” etc. We do recycle the plastic containers, so please turn them 
into the office. 
  
Our florist is Bill Walker of Lake Norman Flowers and Gifts. This November they are 
celebrating their 25th Anniversary of service in Denver, NC!  St. Peter by-the-Lake has 
enjoyed their Flowers and Greenery for 24 years!! They have faithfully provided 
appropriate, lovely arrangements, delivered them to our church & have kept our price 
most reasonable!  If you wish to choose a larger, more expensive arrangement or 
request a special color, please call Ann Bowden or Jane Lifsey instead of Lake Norman 
Flowers. Then write your check for the higher amount to St. Peter’s Altar Guild - Flowers.  
 
In addition to our Flower Calendar, everyone is invited to join together, giving any dollar 
amount, toward our Christmas and Easter altar arrangements.  Money in excess of the 
actual flower cost is given to our Rector’s Benevolent Fund.  Special flyers are printed 
for these Holidays.  Christmas flyers will be available December 2nd in your church 
mailboxes and on our information tables.  Watch your Sunday Bulletin for more 
information. 
 
We hope you’ll choose a Sunday to give flowers to the Glory of God.  Let’s fill in our 
Year 2019 Flower Calendar quickly!  Thank you for your wonderful support! 
      Submitted by Jane Lifsey 

 
 
Altar Flower Committee Members:  
Ann Bowden, Jane Lifsey & Nancy Driggers 
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On October 12th through the 14th of 2018, Saint Peter by-the-Lake Episcopal Church held its annual 

retreat in Valle Crucis, North Carolina. Upon arrival Friday evening, parishioners had time to sit 

in rocking chairs on the porch of the Mission House with a view of the beautiful mountains, or 

spend time inside around the stone fireplace, while getting to know one another.  

 

On Saturday morning, a bingo game was hosted in the historic Apple Barn with prizes awarded to 

the winners. We had many excited winners; however, the youth seemed to have a monopoly on 

winning bingo cards. After lunch, Father Ron held a bible study session in the Mission House 

focused on angels as a precursor to a future study series. The afternoon was filled with the sound 

of laughter while kids played outside, conversation among friends, naps, hikes to the waterfall, 

time at the outdoor labyrinth, fishing and relaxation. 

 

The St. Peter youth hosted their annual charity event on Saturday afternoon and this year it 

consisted of a Halloween themed carnival held in the Annex. There were various games including 

bobbing for apples, ski bowl, pumpkin ring toss/bean bag toss and dart toss as well as baked goods 

for sale. The baked goods were lovingly homemade by many of the youth with hopes of raising 

money for a charitable cause. This year they raised $385 which was donated to the Lincoln County 

Child Advocacy Center. It is always great to see their creativity, excitement and inspiration as they 

plan and host a different event year after year. 

 

On Saturday evening after dinner, there was an ice breaker activity where each parishioner talked 

about how they came to St. Peter’s and their favorite part of the Valle Crucis retreat. To hear how 

the church has touched everyone’s lives was amazing. It was also great to hear from those that 

were attending the retreat for the first time. After a group Pictionary game, we held a sing along 

around the fire with a guitar and percussion. The night culminated with a three-song encore of 

Alan Parsons Project songs led by our very own Father Ron Taylor.  

 

The Sunday morning worship service was held in the Apple Barn and included the youth reading 

the lessons as well as music by the St. Peters Project featuring Daniel Malyevac, Zoe Jarman, Jessica 

Gustis, Freya Gustis and Matthew Gustis. Two handmade crosses assembled by the youth were 
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used in the church service. It always feels like home attending the service in the beautiful Apple 

Barn. There is a wonderful feel of the mountains, sharing communion with fellow church members 

and singing God’s praises.  

 

Valle Crucis is a special event held each year and it is a great way to get to know your neighbors 

in Christ.  All of us came away with special memories and talked about how we can’t wait to come 

back next year for our annual church family reunion. Next year’s Valle Crucis retreat will be held 

on October 18th through the 20th of 2019.  This will be during the annual Valle Country Fair which 

offers music, local artisan wares and food (make sure you try the apple butter and buttered corn 

on the cob). Additional information for the Valle Country Fair can be found at 

https://www.vallecountryfair.org/ 

 

If you have any questions about the Valle Crucis retreat or would like to volunteer for the 

planning committee please contact Matthew Gustis at mgustis@msn.com or Jessica Gustis at 

catcellohorse@yahoo.com. 

  

  

https://www.vallecountryfair.org/
mailto:mgustis@msn.com
mailto:catcellohorse@yahoo.com
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NOVEMBER EVENTS 

November 4th   
All Saints Day Services 

 

November  9th - 10th  

Diocesan Convention at Kanuga 
 

November 18th 
Commitment Sunday 

 

November 22nd     
Thanksgiving Day Service 

 

November 29th    

Advent Wreath making and Evening Prayer 
 
 

Upcoming Events: 

December 16th     
Lessons & Carols 

10:30am service only today 
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November Calendar 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 

1 – 5PM 
Bridge 
(Fotinos) 

7  pm 
ELBA(Fotinos)  

2 
6:30 -8pm  
GS Troop 

 (Fotinos) 

3 

4  All Saints Day      

           Services 

8:30   HE 

9:30   CF 

9:45   AC 

10:30  HE 

5pm   EYC 

5      
 
7 PM  AA 

6 
6:30 -8pm  
Kerygma 

(Furr) 

6:30 -8pm  
Supper & The 
Word 

(Fotinos) 

7 
9:30pm (Furr) 

WGardenClub 
NOON 

Centering 

Prayer 

6pm HB 
7pm AC 

7 pm  EFM 

8 

1 – 5PM 

Denver Bridge 
Group (Fotinos) 

 

 

9 
 

10 
8:30AM   

Men @ 

Stacey’s 

11   25th  Sunday  

After Pentecost 

8:30   HE 

9:45   AC 

9:30 CF 

10:30  HE 

12 
 
7 PM  Altar 

Guild 
Dinner (Furr) 

7 PM  AA  

13 
10AM 
DOK bible 
Study(Fotinos) 

6:30 -8pm  
Kerygma 

(Furr) 

6:30 -8pm  
Supper & The 

Word (Fotinos) 

14 
NOON 

Centering 
Prayer 

6pm HB 

7pm AC 
7 pm  EFM 

15 
1 – 5PM 

Bridge  
(Fotinos) 

 

6:30  pm 
WCA(Fotinos) 

16 
6:30 -8pm  

GS Troop 
 (Fotinos) 
 

17 
 

18   26th  Sunday 

after Pentecost  

8:30   HE 

9:30 CF 

9:45   AC 

10:30  HE 

5pm EYC 

19 
7 PM AA   

7 PM Vestry  

(Fr. Ron’s 

Office) 

20 
 

21 
NOON 

Centering 
Prayer 

 
 

22 
Thanksgiving 

Day Service 

9am  

23 
6:30pm 
Bunco 

(Fotinos) 

 

24 
 

25  27th  Sunday 

after Pentecost 

8:30   HE 

9:30 CF 

9:45   AC 

10:30  HE 

26 
 

7 PM AA 

27 
6:30 -8pm  
Kerygma 

(Fotinos) 

 28 
NOON 
Centering 

Prayer 

6pm HB 

7pm AC 

7 pm EFM 

29 
1 – 5PM 
Bridge (Fotinos) 

6:pm  

Advent 
Wreath 
Making 

&Evening 
Prayer 

30 
6:30 -8pm  
GS Troop 

 (Furr) 
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1 – Bob and Claire Tracy 
3 – David and Katie Hamby 
8 – Larry and Anne Sweet 
15 – Elaine Jacobs & Hope Paasch  

 

 

 

  

November 

 Happy Anniversary 

Happy Birthday 

1 – Andrew Anzalone 

2 – Marissa Duck 

2 – John Stewart 

6 – Porter Ridlehoover 

8 – Kelechi Eziri 

8 – Rachel Cartee 

9 – Eli Readling 

10 – Robert Villegas 

10– Michelle Stewart 

12 – Claudia Crist 

13-  Kellan Clancy 

13– Maxine Critchfield 

13 – Rodney Pressley 

 

15 – Mark Sliwoski 

16 – Lauren Engel 

16 – Gil Sayres 

16 – Conrad Wease 

16– Larry Yonish 

17 – Clayton Nash 

17 – Walter Smith 

17 – Tatum Robinson 

18 – Brian Anderson 

18 – Butch Yarbrough 

19– David Matousek 

20 – Weston Smith 

21 – Janeen Anderson 

 

22– Josette Anzalone 

23– Emily Gentry 

23 – Skylar AJello 

23 – Christopher AJello 

23 – Tony Drum 

24 – Charles Johnson 

24 – Linda Thyne 

24 – Pat Wilson 

25 – Jaime Brady 

25 – Jim Kosmala 

28 – Rebecca Smith 

30 – Kay Herring 

30 – Anne Brooke Lazorik 

 

19 – Matt and Marta Aebischer 
24 – Richard and Pat Wilson  
25 – Hal and Claudia Shinn 
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  STAFF 

VESTRY  

The Rev. Dr. Ronald B. Taylor, Rector 
704-483-4634 (home), 704-618-7213 (cell) 

Canismajorm41@yahoo.com 
 

The Rev. Beth Lilly, Priest Associate 
828-464-5742 (Home),  828-461-1555 (Cell) 

motherbeth@gmail.com 
 

The Rev. Judith Cole, Deacon 
704-483-4321 (home), 704-534-1496 (cell) 

jpoteetcole@charter.net 
 

Adam Nygen, lay clergy intern 
adamnygren21@gmail.com 

 
Leigh Ann Johnston, Organist/Director of Music 

 

Kina Cartee, Director of Christian 
Formation & Newcomers Ministry 

spbtlkina@yahoo.com 
 

Kate D’Amato, Parish Administrator 
spbtlkate@yahoo.com 

 
Janice McGuire, Accounting 

spbtljanice@yahoo.com 
 

Gary Johnston, Treasurer 
geraldjohnston@charter.net 

 
Grimelda Alderman, Nursery Staff 
Angeline Carmichael, Nursery Staff 

 

 
Senior Warden - Bill Reid 

Junior Warden - Matt Gustis 
Lisa Anzalone 

Ross Bulla 
Vikki Gaver 

Stephanie Heil 
Ron Horne 
Cyndi Jarvis 
Leo Soorus  

Clerk of the Vestry:   Daphne Wagner 

 
 

mailto:motherbeth@gmail.com
mailto:jpoteetcole@charter.net

