
HAPPY NEW YEAR 
SHARON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH!

JANUARY 2022

     I am de-
lighted to be 
called as your 
Transition-
al/Interim 
Pastor. Thank 
you for your 
warm wel-
come to me, 
my husband 

Adrian and our two children, Na-
than and Lydia. We arrived in the 
season of Advent, a time to eagerly 
anticipate new life. Celebrating the 
birth of Christ- God’s Word made 
flesh- within this church family was 
such a meaningful way to begin my 
ministry among you. For God’s new 
life is all around us. God’s new life is 

within us! One of our joyful respons-
es to God’s grace is a willingness to 
change. We are invited to change the 
way we experience the world now 
that Jesus walks alongside us. We are 
encouraged to change our relation-
ships and ground them deeply in 
the love and compassion of Christ. 
We are welcomed into a faith com-
munity in which the light of Christ 
is known through who we are and 
what we do.
     As we begin a new season and a 
new year together, I look forward to 
growing with you as we transition 
from one chapter of Sharon’s life 
into another. I will work closely with 
you and Sharon’s gifted Session and 
staff to enable a smooth transition. 

God is doing new things all the time. 
What is God calling you to see and 
do in these new days? How will your 
life reflect the birth of Christ in the 
days to come? May God bless our 
journey together!
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AT A GLANCE SHARON EVENTS

Upcoming Events
Morning Song Sunday Worship Service - Sundays, 
8:30am, Chapel
The Morning Song service is a more contemporary type 
worship with wonderful acoustic music from the most 
talented musicians in town. This service is offered in 
addition to the 10:30am worship service. If you have 
any questions about either service, please contact the 
church office 704-553-0869.

Traditional Sunday Worship Service - Sundays, 
10:30am, In-person and Livestreamed
Indoor Worship service will be livestreamed on our 
YouTube channel for those of you that consider your-
self ‘at-risk’, feel ill, have been recently diagnosed with 
COVID-19, or not yet comfortable with worshiping 
inside. Like and subscribe.

Children’s Worship - Sunday Worship for children Ages 3 
and Up
All children 3 and up are invited to a special worship 
time in the Price Outreach Center. Ms. Kim, Mrs. Bar-
nette, and Ms. Stephenie will lead the children there 
right after the Children’s Sermon, and parents/guard-
ians can meet them in the Outreach center after the 
sanctuary service ends. For information, contact Liz 
DeNittis.  

Sunday Mornings, Four and Younger - Sundays, 8:15am 
thru 11:30am, Charles Little Bldg
Glad you’re here, moms, dads, grandparents, and care-
givers! A nursery is available for you for all services and 
Sunday School times so that you can focus on your per-
sonal worship. But if you want to bring your baby along 
with you instead, we are happy to have your child par-
ticipate right along with you in worship and in Sunday 
School. For more information, contact Natalie Jendron.  

Children’s Sunday School - Sundays, 9:30am, Barbara 
Ward Bldg, upstairs
Group 1: Age 5 thru 2nd grade, Room 304; Group 2: 3rd 
thru 5th grade, Room 303

Join us as we Celebrate Wonder through open-endedex-
ploration and inquiry of the Bible. For more information, 
contact Natalie Jendron. 

Youth Coffee Hour Sunday School Class - Sundays 
9:30am, Price Outreach Center, Youth Room
September - May, for grades 6th thru 12th. Join us for 
coffee/tea and fellowship! For more information, con-
tact Director of Youth, Matt Moorman.

Covenant Westminster Sunday School Class - Sundays 
9:00am, Meeting via Zoom
Formed in the mid-1980’s , this is a class of mostly retir-
ees enjoying their grandchildren, with class attendance 
of 20-30 each week. The class enjoys discussion around 
a variety of Christian-related topics led by various mem-
bers of the class. Study topics are determined each year 
by a class survey. Takes a break in summer. For Zoom 
link, contact David Beers. 

Horizons Sunday School Class - Sundays 9:30am, Gath-
ering Room 202, Chapel Bldg 
Formed in the 1980’s as the newest “Young Adult Class”, 
Horizons has developed into a caring, active group of 
middle aged, empty nesters. With average attendance 
around 25, the class is an interactive environment to 
share beliefs, with lots of Q&A. Meets year-round. For 
more information, contact David Stanford. 

Cornerstone Sunday School Class - Sundays 9:30, Room 
201, Barbara Ward Bldg 
Cornerstone class includes parents of young families. 
This newly-formed group meets weekly during the Sun-
day School hour for spiritual learning on various topics, 
such as Christian parenting and living an uncommon life. 
They also plan regular social gatherings for themselves 
or for their families. For more information, contact Liz 
DeNittis.
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GROW WORSHIP & MUSIC

World of Opportunity and Hope
     It is certainly hard to believe that we are entering 
into the year 2022. The future holds many questions for 
all of us; and for our congregation at Sharon Presbyte-
rian it has us asking what worship will look like for our 
church in 2022 and beyond. Will our church continue to 
grow? Will we be ok financially? Will people come back 
to church after almost 2 years of worshiping at home? 
These are all questions that run through our minds, and 
particularly through mine as the incoming moderator 
for the Worshipping Committee. What I see before us 
in 2022 is a world of opportunity and hope. We have an 
amazing staff that works incredibly hard each and every 
day to bring us together in Worship. We have a new 
pastor in Rev. Julie Walkup Bird who will be here to lead 
us and guide us through our journey as a Church. We 
have a very strong group of 18 Elders who make up our 
current Session. We also have an amazing congregation 
full of members of all ages, backgrounds, and talents, but 
they all have one thing in common – their love and belief 
in Jesus Christ as our Lord & Savior. My hope is that we 
see members returning to worship each Sunday, that 

we see visitors coming to see what Sharon Presbyteri-
an is all about, that our pews are once again filled with 
families and abundant with children eager to learn about 
God. The fact is that the Church needs this…we all need 
this. We need to be together once again, ready to serve 
and give of our time and talents while joyously proclaim-
ing the good word of Jesus. As it was said so perfectly 
in Peter 4:10 - Each one should use whatever gift he has 
received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s 
grace in its various forms. (NIV) For how else will we 
continue to grow spiritually unless we interact with other 
believers? It is in the body of Christ that we can celebrate 
our spiritual gifts and continue to serve and minister to 
each other. It is for this, and so much more that I hope for 
in the year ahead.

     Dear Sharon Presbyterian 
Church, 
Thank you so much for all the ways 
you support Dahlia Grove. You have 
given us the opportunity to cater 
several events and have hosted 
two Benefit Concerts. I must say 
the concert on December 5th was 
absolutely spectacular. I want you to 
know how much we appreciate your 
generosity and how grateful we are 
that you join us in proclaiming that 
love is the most powerful force in 
the world to provide change.  

     Every penny goes to support 
the survivors of human trafficking, 
domestic violence and addiction that 
reside in our restorative care home. 
Your gifts sustain us and make this 
possible. Together we can accom-
plish so much!

Thank You!
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CONNECT COMMUNITY LIFE

Sunday School Fun!
     As a member of Sharon 
Presbyterian Church and an 
employee of the church...I 
have a unique opportuni-
ty to see and experience all 
aspects of church life. I see 
the successes and, yes...the 
barriers too. Through it all, I 
know and feel that God is at 
work in all pieces and parts 
of His Church!! One example 
of God’s hands at work is in 

the children’s Sunday School ministry! Ms. Natalie and 
Ms. Ginger have created a fun and joyful way of teaching 
our kids about God’s love for us and others. The kids are 
so excited to attend Sunday School. They love to share 
what they learned in class. The kids especially love to 
give a full report about their snack!  

     Thank you Ms. Natalie, Ms. Ginger, and all of the 
helpers for sharing your kindness, love and joy of God’s 
word with our children! Now, if we can just spread this 
cheer with the grown-ups...the world would be a much 
better place!
     Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, as God in Christ forgave you. Ephesians 4:32 ESV

Malawi Mission Update by Jeremy and Luta Garbat-Welch  
     We give 
thanks for your 
faithful support 
of Presbyterian 
Mission through 
our work with 
the CCAP over 
the past 8 years. 
Thank you for 
supporting us 

through your prayers, your partnership, your encour-
agement, and your gifts. It has been a joy to partner with 
you as we have served in Malawi. As a faithful supporter, 
we wanted to let you know of recent developments in 
our ministry.
      We returned to the USA in March of 2020 for our in-
terpretation assignment, expecting to return to Malawi 
after a few months. However, the Covid-19 pandemic 
and the attendant PMA travel restrictions prevented 

this, so we have been working remotely from the USA 
ever since. Meanwhile changes have occurred in Ma-
lawi, too, complicating the resumption of our earlier 
work. As a result, we will be concluding our service with 
World Mission at the end of June 2022. We plan to be 
based in Shelbyville, KY, in May and June 2022 and will 
be available during that time for virtual visits to thank all 
our supporters and provide an update on our ministry. 
Please remain in prayer with us as we discern God’s next 
steps for us.
     We are sure this announcement will create a lot of 
questions! Please reach out to us with any questions or 
concerns you may have. The work of the CCAP Chap-
lains and CHE communities continues, and we hope you 
will continue to support their work with your prayers 
and gifts.
     Thank you once again for your partnership in Presby-
terian Mission. Your support has made a huge difference 
in our ministry.
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SPY YOUTH CHILDREN’S CORNER

SPWS Leadership
     Passion, 
Grit, Determi-
nation, Love 
and Caring 
are just a few 
adjectives to 
describe the 
leader of Sha-

ron Presbyterian Weekday School 
(SPWS), Jennifer Hulighan. 
     I recently had the opportunity 
to sit down with Jennifer and thor-
oughly enjoyed our conversation. I 
left feeling blessed that our future 
leaders are being nurtured, educat-
ed and immersed in the love of our 
Lord by Jennifer and her great staff 
of eighteen teachers. 
     Like anything else in life, if you 
want to learn, you need to take the 
time to explore, listen and observe. 
It has been my pleasure to do this 
for many years now and let me tell 
you all what a gem and asset this 
school is and can be to our church 
and its future growth and prosperity.  
     First and foremost, all students 
are taught with the spirit of Christi-
anity. Many of the bedrock traditions 
of our society that have now been 
displaced due to “political correct-
ness” are still in place at the school. 
Recently our grandson Duke, a sec-
ond-year student at the school, was 
at our house and saw the flag waving 
from the front portico of our home. 
He immediately stopped and put 
his hand over his heart and start-
ed to say the pledge of allegiance. 
When asked what he was doing, he 
said “Ms. Lori always has us say the 

pledge each morning in school.” How 
very refreshing. 
     Courage is yet another adjective. 
When the whole world was covering 
up and hiding from Covid, these fine 
teachers were in the trenches saying 
“how can we get our children back 
to school safely so they can continue 
their education”. It was and remains 
an attitude of how can we do this, 
as opposed to we cannot do this. 
Perhaps we can keep this in mind as 
we move forward with the transition 
of our church. 
     There were many a tough time 
but with countless hours of commu-
nication, love, and care the school 
weathered the storm while the rest 
of the campus was closed.
     The school is self-sufficient and 
has its own budget. They operate in 
the black due to the diligence and 
hard work of all involved. This was 
true even during the pandemic. They 
have also substantially invested their 
own funds into the property owned 
by the church.
     The last number of years at the 
school have been a transformation 
of mind, body and spirit due to Jen-
nifer’s leadership. All done while this 
mother of two fine teens also tends 
to her own household. 
     I was curious as to how Jennifer 
presents the school to prospective 
students and their parents. With 
gleaming eyes and a deep smile, she 
stated “I tell them we are a family. 
We are a family in a big city but we 
love each and every one of our stu-
dents. Although almost one hundred 

students attend the school weekly, 
each teacher knows the names of 
ALL the students, even those they do 
not teach. 
     We have been blessed to have our 
grandsons Duke and Teddy at the 
school. They have blossomed.
     For our church to continue to 
flourish and to help replace mem-
bers who have moved on due to age, 
etc., we need only look to the gem 
we have staring us right in the face. 
I have said this many a time and will 
continue to say it until it resonates 
to all----our future is there, these 
families wish to contribute, to be in-
volved with our church. It is time to 
break with the past, to establish an 
open, caring and loving relationship 
between the school and the church. 
It will take time and effort, but that 
time and effort will be repaid fully--
-all for the benefit of all concerned. 
     Please take the opportunity 
whether you are a leader of the 
church, a member of Session, a staff 
member, or a church member, to 
walk the steps from the church to 
the school some weekday morning 
and just stop and listen. I assure 
you that what you will hear and see 
is unmitigated joy and love being 
shared between our future leaders 
and this wonderful group of teach-
ers. You will not be able to walk away 
without a smile on your face. We 
all sincerely thank you Jennifer and 
your fine staff for your unwavering 
commitment and love to our chil-
dren. Amen to that.
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SUPPORT SERVE

Cornucopia of Faith and Resilience by Chenoa Stock
     It has been four years since I have been in the U.S. 
for the autumn season and the holidays. What a joy to 
experience the fall activities and reactions to the sea-
sonal changes through the eyes of our three- year-old 
son, Leandro. We have piled and jumped in our share of 
leaves, picked apples, carved pumpkins, gone on hay-
rides, and observed in awe the variety of colors of leaves 
that have evolved above and around us in our neighbor-
hood.
     On our dining room table, there is a cornucopia, a 
symbol of abundance and plenty as we give thanks for 
the harvest and all who make the harvest possible, as 
well as gratitude for all we have. After a long year, and 
now seeing symbols of change and abundance around 
me, I think now it is timely to reflect on the gratitude we 
share for our partners and their ministries in Peru. I am 
grateful for the continued and faithful perseverance of 
our partners as they serve marginalized communities in 
various forms of outreach:
•  Organizing ollas comunes (community kitchens) for 
vulnerable communities and delivering food to those 
on the margins to address the issue of food security, 
the right to access healthy food, which has significantly 
decreased throughout the pandemic.
•  Providing medical materials for those who did not 
have access to them amidst a broken healthcare system.
•  Housing refugees and advocating for housing rights in 
a time when welcoming the stranger was not encour-
aged.
•  Creating call support lines to offer emotional and 
mental health support for those affected by the pan-
demic.
•  Facilitating health protocol trainings and workshops 
for those without access to this medical education.
•  Designing creative methods to provide access to 
educational tools for children, such as books, printers, 
materials, internet, or other necessary equipment in 
times of virtual learning.
•  Succeeding in advocating for and designing an Envi-
ronmental Health Law to address the injustices faced by 
people affected by mining contamination on a national 
level.

As seminaries and biblical institutes received permission 
to open in 2021, I am grateful for the Evangelical Church 
of Peru (IEP) pastors and professors in the Cuzco and 
Puno regions who made this possible and for the hun-
dreds of men and women who returned to their theo-
logical studies after a year of closure:
•  The IEP opened its seminary doors to over 30 students 
to begin or continue their classes on campus while 
living in a learning bubble with their fellow students. 
The graduation celebration for fourth-year students is 
currently being planned to culminate the school year in 
December.
•  The IEP’s Women’s Ministry celebrated the gradu-
ation of the first ten women to complete its women’s 
theological course. There are more than 130 women 
who continue to study this course throughout the high 
jungle area of Cuzco, inspired by those who graduated 
in August to become more faithful and educated leaders 
within their church.
•  Various theological courses were taught in the Saji-
ruyoc Bible Institute, located in the high jungle outside 
of Cuzco, and in distant, rural communities around the 
area, where church leaders traveled to reach isolated 
congregation members.
•  IEP church leaders in the Puno area were inspired 
to re-open the local Theological Institute. After such 
an extended period without local church fellowship or 
Biblical teachings, due to the lack of internet access by 
many of its members, church leaders wanted to try to 
reach those who were searching for deeper theological 
studies.
     Though the Peruvian presidential election caused a 
deeper divide and conflict, I am grateful that a president 
was ultimately chosen, a Cabinet was formed (on the 
second try), and that discussions about issues that our 
partners have fought for years to bring to the national 
agenda, are being held.
     As PERUSA, we have been focusing our time on inter-
viewing our partners and other external contacts to map 
out the influential actors in Peru and their work focus to 
gain a clearer understanding of the current context in 

Continued  bottom left page 7
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CHURCH LIFE

Sunday School Fun PicturesRemember in Prayer
REMEMBER IN PRAYER: at home: Marguerite Muse 
(Southminster Rehab), Sandra Cochell, Dennis Grills, 
Mark Hutton, Mike Spainhour (Southminster Health 
Care), Naomi Poffenbarger, Josie Tiller (Home/Novant 
Main), Chris Price, Our Homebound Members, David 
Richards (Mary Ellen Kennedy’s nephew), Peter Tang 
(David Tang’s father), Angela, John, and Ben Herman 
(Ralph and Notra McNatt’s family), Ted Parker (Norris
Parker’s father), Jeremy and Luta Garbat-Welch (PCU-
SA Missions in Malawi), Our Mission Partners in Peru, 
Chenoa Stock and José Luis Claure (PCUSA Missions in 
Peru), and Frank Dimmock (Africa Missions/The Out-
reach Foundation).
The prayer list is reset on the first Sunday of each 
month. To submit or resubmit a prayer request,
please contact Rev. Ron Nelson at ron@sharonpcusa.
org. By request, prayer concerns may remain
private and will not appear in the published list.

Cornucopia of Faith and Resilience
Continued from page 6
which we serve and partner. I am grateful for a dedicat-
ed team of colleagues who are committed to making the 
Peruvian Joining Hands Network and all its programs 
stronger and more relevant in these changing times.
So as the leaves change color around us, our partners 
have also adapted their ministries to the season of 
change around them. I give thanks for the cornucopia 
of faith and resilience that our partners demonstrate as 
they daily follow God’s call to serve the least of these. I 
give thanks for the endless forms of support and part-
nership that you all have provided in this past year to 
strengthen and encourage our partners in that call. I 
give thanks that this partnership creates a space where 
God’s cornucopia of love and justice can be rooted, 
grown and flourished, even through the change to 
which that call leads us.
May we continue to faithfully walk in partnership and 
gratitude together.
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January 2022 Birthdays 
1 Carmen Adams, Leah Queen 

2 Lisa Jacobs, Courtney Oates, Brian 

Thomas 

3 Charles Altschul, Jane Scanlan, Tom 

Skinner 

4 Jessica Earnhardt, Marian Grier, Luis 

Lluberas, Marion Moir, John Thompson 

5 Jim Bjorneboe, Darby Buchanan, Hayes 

Buchanan, Alexa Gearhart, Preston 

Griffith, Sarah Kennedy 

6 Henry Hicks, Alex Mack, Lisa Riley, 

Richie Stultz, Aaron Teal 

7 Claudia Ash 

8 Jane Mackey 

9 Ray Beaty, Trey Burgess, Jim 

Droppelman, John Eichler, Erin Fisher, 

Hunter Garbee, Alex Green, Kim Greer, 

Charlotte Jenkins, Rob Owen 

10 Delbra Davis, Lynne Koeniger, Wendi 

Livingston, Beth Murray, Dana Shawver, 

Noah Spicer 

11 Donna Cooper, Patrick Dillard, Zachary 

Harrill, McRae Perry, Todd Pickens, 

Patty Stultz 

12 Tyler Auten, Jack Gonzalez,  

Ann Mallard 

13 Margaret Goeldner, Sally Shane 

14 Dennis Anderson, Kayla Reiser 

15 Katie Bleau, Evelyn Jenkins, Landon  

Riley, Daniel Thomas 

16 Sharon Hinson, Judy Tucker 

17 Brysen Barnette, AJ Jarnecke, Wills 

Koeniger, Notra McNatt, Bill Nelli, 

Katelin Raxter, Audrey Schlieper 

18 Linda Griffin, Chris Price 

19 Elizabeth Bashore, Kevin Kriener, 

Richard Stultz 

20 Susan Grills, Andrew Hirschy, Katherine 

Vermillion, Bobbie White 

21 Alan Christian, Charles Enloe, John 

Lopez, Kathie Lopez, Terry Stutzman 

Meredith Tidwell, Margaret Vang 

22 Jim Appleton, Lowell Barefoot, Jane 

Foard, Jeff Gifford 

23 Thomas Davis, Chase Hinson, John 

Nowaczewski, Laura Sanchez 

24 Kim Dillard, Nancy Wilson 

25 Erryn O’Donnell, Michael Vang 

26 Gavin Christensen, Ellen Hitchcock, 

Barbara Hopkins, Letty Latta, Janice 

MacInnes, Marguerite Muse, Joe Price, 

James Simpson, Shelton Sonait,  Skip 

Webb, Cecelia Welton 

27 Lauren Murray, Ava Zelinski 

28 Brody Evans, Mary Kate Greiner 

29 Lexi King, Scott Milkey, Shari Rice 

30 Denton Clark, Rebecca Greiner 

31 Joe Evans, Cindy Hooper, William Jolly, 

Merrill Tibbals  

 

 

 
January Anniversaries

 2 Marge and Chip Morgan 
 3 Carol and Steve Howie 
 5 Julie and Adrian Bird 
 11 Martha and Carol Furr,  
  Maureen and Chet West 

 23 Pam and Brooks Gearhart 
 25 Jan and Kyle Murray 
 30  Brandon and Samantha Hicks 
 31  Kristin and Ryan Stone

 



 
 

 
  
 

 
 
Gifts In Memory and in Honor of Loved Ones: 
 
  In Honor of Sonya and David Stanford, by Carol Howie 
 
  In Memory of US Allee and Rita Allee, by Cathy and Aaron Bailey 
 
  In Memory of Dottie Bamburg, by Christian Fellowship Sunday School Class, Kaye Dumond,  
   Peggy Graham 
 
  In Memory of Frankie Beaty, by Tom Paxton Phillips, Terri B. Zion 
 
  In Memory of Wade Hampton Curry, Edith Curry and Sonny Curry, by Jerry Curry 
 
  In Memory of Richard Graham, by Peggy Graham 
 
  In Memory of Christine and Fred Smith, by Odette and Darrell Smith 
 
 
   

 


