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Christian Hope

Let’s start with grim reality and
end in Christian hope. In our country alone, we have now lost as many
persons in one year to the Covid
virus as we lost to the Axis powers in
all of WWII.
Someday, the church will reopen
in full. When the signal of “all clear”
is given, it will be like the end of a
war. We will, once again, enjoy congregational life face to face: worshiping with voices lifted in harmony
(a few of you off key), serving elbow
to elbow the cares and hurts of
community and congregation, and
enjoying the fellowship of believers
in fun and laughter.
But, it will not be a return to the
past, a repeat to doing things the
way we once did things. The world,
nation, state, city, community,
neighborhood and church have all
changed.

In this socially distanced time,
we each have rediscovered the need
to be nourished by each others’
presence. One of our most faithful
servant-members sent me a note
shortly after our congregational
meeting to elect elders, saying how
good it was to simply see so many
members together if only on screen
for a few minutes. It warmed my
heart, too.
Thanks to technology, we are
discovering effective means of communication and worship with all of
our members-even our homebound
soon will be able to participate –
virtually, when we soon begin to
live stream our worship — a ministry
our congregation never before was
pushed to provide.
Last week, I met, virtually, of
course, with our six incoming Committee chairs. The energy in the

meeting was all
about celebration and
innovation as we began planning
for an unknown date when culture,
community and church are full
throttle, again. Together we view the
eventual reopening to be an opportunity for more effective ministry.
Human fears will tempt us to resist the new into which Christ is directing us. But I have faith in Christ’s
persistence in calling us to use our
energy, intelligence, imagination and
love in ministry for Christ’s world
and with Christ’s people that is more
potent than before.
I ask for your prayers in behalf of
our congregation’s leaders that we
may not fear change, but embrace
the new normal with which we will
be faced.

AT A GLANCE SHARON EVENTS

Upcoming Events
Worship with us at Sharon Presbyterian Church
Sundays, ONLINE worship only
WE’RE MOVING TO YOUTUBE! To view any of our
online video services, any time, anywhere, go to our
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC5A_lMrs95XNSIpxLI7TFLA and subscribe!
If you subscribe to our channel, you will be notified
when new content is being streamed or posted.
We will no longer post online services on Facebook.
(Due to COVID-19 developments, the Reopening Task
Force and Worshiping Committee are prayerfully considering when we can resume in-person worship.)
Lectionary Lessons: All ages of adults
VIA ZOOM - Sundays at 9:30am
This class focuses upon the Scripture Lessons scheduled
several weeks before their use in the Sunday Services.
With Dr. Blumer’s guidance, we explore the meaning and
relevance of the lessons in today’s world. To join, email
Susie Banks at marysesther@gmail.com.
Covenant-Westminster Sunday School Class: All ages
of adults
Via ZOOM: Sundays at 9:00am
Topic of study: The Evolution of the West, How Christianity Has Shaped Our Values by Nick Spencer. All
church members are invited to participate. To join,
email David Beers at dbeers22@bellsouth.net.
Horizon Sunday School Class: All ages of adults
Via ZOOM: Sundays at 9:00am
We’ve kicked-off a new study, Liking Jesus by Craig
Groeschel. This five-week study discusses the challenges of keeping our eyes on Jesus in our “Selfie-Centered”
world. Each week Craig discusses biblical principles that
a life with Christ can bring in the form of: Contentment,
Intimacy, Authenticity, Compassion and Rest when we
put God first in our social media saturated society. To
join, email David Stanford at davids@hgrconstruction.
com.
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Mid-Week Meditation & Prayer Gathering Via ZOOM: Wednesday 4:00pm
One of our clergy will lead a time to share joys and concerns, and then pray together. To join, email Elizabeth
Burgess at elizabeth@sharonpcusa.org.
Blood Drive - February 21st, 8:00am-1:00pm, Gym
Please come out and support the Red Cross. Please go to
redcrossblood.org to sign up if you can give and please
invite a friend. For more information, contact Dave and
Letty Latta at llatta6919@aol.com.
Scouting For Food Drive Thru Dropoff
February 6th, 10am-3pm and February 7th, 12:30-2:30pm,
Seminary parking lot
You can drop off food donations, drive through style!
Last year, Loaves & Fishes provided a week’s worth of
groceries to over 120,000 people in Mecklenburg County. With your help, we would like to top that this year!

GROW WORSHIP & MUSIC

Worship and Music During Covid

Planning worship during this pandemic has been a
little like planning a cruise when the ship keeps changing unexpectedly. Over the last 10 months, your worship
leaders (clergy, musicians and AV) have continuously grappled with questions like: WHEN and HOW can
we gather again in person? HOW should we present
Christ-centered experiences when most of us “gather
together” at different times and places, not to mention
“gathering together” on laptops, phones, TVs and tablets? And each time the boat changed, we had to reassess how we could best serve Christ and you.

VIDEO ONLY: We began our journey through
COVID-19 on board Video Worship. Khris Wigington - as
our director of Audio/Visual ministries - was given command of the ship, and the rest of your worship leaders
collaborated with each other and him to produce what
we hoped were spiritually meaningful worship experiences. We would film each segment separately, then
Khris would edit everything together, often late into
Saturday nights. David Tang helped edit music videos to
keep our music interesting and engaging.
VIDEO & IN-PERSON: In early Summer, we added
additional, in-person outdoor services, based on surveys you took about how you would like to worship. In
some sense, we launched a smaller boat that traveled
nearby the main video vessel. Needless to say, we were
stretched thin while keeping two cruises on course and
in Christ.
MOVING AHEAD: Last month, we told you about
boarding yet another new ship, made possible by the
new camera system in the Sanctuary. Perhaps what
makes your worship leaders most excited is that we

can consolidate our services into one, Sunday morning event. You can attend it live (if and when approved
by our COVID task force) or you can watch it live, on
YouTube. Because all of our worship leaders can focus
on just one service per week, we will return to worship
experiences that more closely resemble our pre-COVID
services, including hymns, and other service elements
that we previously excluded.
We will also publish weekly bulletins that you can
print out or read on screen. With them, you can participate at home, in responsive prayers and readings and
even sing along to the hymns and songs you love.
NOTE: WE ARE MOVING EXCLUSIVELY TO YOUTUBE. Subscribe to our channel as we expand our video
ministry beyond just Sunday services. Get alerts when
new videos are posted and reminders when live streams
will begin.

FEEDBACK REQUEST: As we set off in our final ship,
hopefully returning eventually to our normal shipping
route, we would like to get your feedback on worship
during COVID-19. We are eager to get your perspectives
on what you have found enlightening, engaging and
encouraging as well as ways that you feel we might have
better served you and Christ. Please look for a survey in
the near future, via e-blast.
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CONNECT COMMUNITY LIFE

Christine Price Outreach Center
God’s grace is abounding and amazing! In early February, Sharon Presbyterian will receive the certificate of
occupancy for the new outreach center. With the completion of this building, we begin the process of winding
down this portion of the $3.9 million Growing to Serve
capital campaign - only $35,000 dollars left to complete
the fundraising!
The foundation of the Growing To Serve campaign
journey began in early 2013 with a church retreat that
led to the formation of a Forward Planning Committee
and a new Master Campus Plan. In that process, we
refocused the church’s mission and adopted the current mission - “Celebrating Christ’s gift of salvation, our
grateful worship of God guides the threefold mission of
Sharon Presbyterian Church: Invite all Seekers, Teach
the Gospel, and Serve human need.”
As we gathered, debated and prayed, we were disturbed by the Holy Spirit in our newly adopted mission
from which God’s generous and fortifying spirit can be
seen and praised - the sanctuary chancel renovation;
covered walkway from the sanctuary to the Charles
Little Activity Building; and now a new outreach center.
For many youths, their families and like-minded adults,
the new center will be the open door to Sharon Presbyterian; but even more importantly, an open invitation
to hear the gospel of our Savior for the first time. The
center will provide dedicated youth space, a canteen
area, large restrooms with changing areas and showers,
a spacious lobby that can serve as an additional space
for small groups meetings, and a large multipurpose
arena for hosting sports activities such as the church
basketball league, senior strength and balance classes;
congregational, family and multigenerational events;
and even overnight stays for mission groups. As with the
previous chapel renovation, we are confident that we
can’t even imagine the plans God continues to reveal as
God works his wonderful ways in the Sharon community
and beyond.
The outgrowth of this center was in part from one
of our many ministries. Our beloved, Chris Price, had
a vision for a larger basketball ministry starting from a
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single team
7 years
ago to
13+ teams
involving
150+ youth
and their
families
serving
non-members and
members
alike across our community as stated in her Thank You
note for the basketball goals printed in the December
2013 eDisciple - “While I never know how much I can
help make it happen, given this crazy disease I’m battling, I can envision the day where a new Sharon Presbyterian Family Life Center hosts many more teams and
basketball games as well as endless outreach programs
that further God’s ministry.” Chris’s dedication, support,
and love of Christ through her coaching is a testimony
that will serve as a witness for the next generation. And
it is with this in mind that it is so fitting and appropriate with much heartfelt gratitude to announce that the
new facility will be named the Christine Price Outreach
Center. We are planning a formal dedication ceremony
for Sunday, March 21st. Details will be provided in the
coming weeks.

The next generation

SPY YOUTH CHILDREN’S CORNER

“Normal” School Year
My name
is Allison
Wieland and
I am a current Elder at
SPC, as well
as a Sharon
Presbyterian Weekday
School Mom.
My husband, Danny, and I have two
boys (Walker – age 5 and Webb – age
2) who attend the Weekday School.
Jennifer Hulighan, the Director of
the Weekday School, and her entire staff have worked endlessly to
ensure a “normal” school year for

the students. When we arrived in
the carpool line on the first day of
school this fall, our boys were beyond excited, jumping up and down,
waving and yelling to their friends.
It brought tears to my eyes to see
their excitement to be back at this
school that they love so much. In
order to be back in school, SPWS
implemented all the proper Covid
protocols to ensure the children
and teachers are safe. Temperature
checks, frequent sanitizing and mask
wearing do not phase these children
or slow them down! I am thankful
for Jennifer and her staff, as they
have come up with creative ways to

ensure all the programs the children
love are still able to happen. Chapel is held outdoors, which the kids
find even more fun! Music happens
with our beloved music teacher, Ms.
Kim, teaching from behind a shower
curtain barrier. She really played the
role well, arriving for the first day of
music in a bathrobe, which the kids
found hysterical. This is just the tip
of the extensive work and love that
has gone into making this unusual
school year a success. I am so grateful for the Weekday School, Jennifer
and all the teachers for giving our
children a safe and happy place to
spend their days!

Looking Back at 2020 With SPWS

What a year! As we look back on 2020, it is hard
to believe all the things we accomplished together
at SPWS. In February, we navigated our first tornado
during a school day. Our teachers and children did a
wonderful job as we hunkered down together, sang
Chapel songs and had the LONGEST, WETTEST carpool dismissal ever! We smiled through it all and were
so grateful that all of our families were safe on that
very rare weather day in 2020. As we began the month
of March, we started hearing more and more about
COVID-19. I was asked in a church staff meeting what
our COVID plans were, to which I jokingly replied – “We
can run a virtual preschool, if needed.” I never imagined those words would actually happen, but they did.
We started with a 2 week pause that led to a busy bag
pick up to fill our preschooler’s days with some school
activities. Then before you knew it, we had Google
Classrooms up and running filled with art activities,
story times, bible stories, chapel lessons and even a few
Zoom calls. We shared pictures with friends to remain
connected, FaceTimed with teachers, had a virtual spirit

week, and mother’s day craft kit pick up where teachers
and students were able to see each other in a carpool. It
wasn’t the spring we imagined, but we remained connected. As July approached, we prepared to return to
our school building for Summer Camp. The emotions
were real – scary and exciting - and we were cautiously
optimistic as we returned. We made it through our 4
weeks of camp and were thrilled to have our halls filled
with laughter and sound of little people. In September,
we continued to put one foot in front of the other as we
returned to a full school of classes. We made creative
changes like Music behind a clear shower curtain, held
an evening trunk or treat with reservations and an outdoor feast for our 4’s/TK classes for their first ever “socially distanced” Thanksgiving meal. We paused things
as necessary and adapted to virtual meetings that once
were in person and Open Houses for registration instead
of daily enrollment tours.
As we move into 2021, we want to thank each and everyone of you for your continued support of our preschool
program.
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SUPPORT SERVE

Loaves and Fishes Collection
As some of you may know, I have had the pleasure of
leading one of our high school girls’ small groups this
year. To say that we have been limited in activities, due
to the Pandemic, is an understatement; however, we
have enjoyed the simplicity. As the five girls in my group
are all in the second half of their high school career,
they have a lot in common. Amidst the uncertainty of
what their future holds, especially during a pandemic,
I believe they find solace in God and in each other. Our
Sunday afternoon meetings have been a time for conversation, laughter, and comfort. During this challenging
time, I have seen the small relief in their eyes, as they
can express their true feelings on a variety of topics.
We have a strict what-is-said-in-small-group-staysin-small-group policy. Whether we are sitting outside
enjoying a Milk Cha Cha, taking a learning walk in the
church cemetery, or enjoying a dinner outside at Panera,
the conversation always flows. We look forward to our
time together each week, serving the Lord, serving our
community and simply being off the computer screen!

tangible way to live out our love for God and neighbor.
Also, what a wonderful experience for these girls to see
the outpouring of generosity from our church and local
community. Of course, we also like to have fun wherever
we go, so we enjoyed a fire and s’mores while on the job!

T

The girls may be at different high schools; they may
have different friend groups; but their common bond
is Sharon Presbyterian Church and the Lord. Having
known each of them since birth, elementary, or middle
school, it is an honor and blessing to watch them grow
before my eyes! If you think you might be interested
in serving as a youth small group leader, contact Matt
Moorman at mattm@sharonpcusa.org. As a wise person
once said, “You get out of it what you put into it”—and
that goes for church as well!

On Sunday, January 24th, we had a super-duper
Loaves and Fishes collection, resulting in three jampacked cars. The totals were as follows:
Ron’s car - 1138 lbs.
Matt’s car - 561 lbs.
Norva’s car - 642 lbs.
For a GRAND TOTAL of - 2,341 lbs. That’s just over a ton
of food! Plus $200 in donations! What a generous and
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CHURCH LIFE
Remember in Prayer

2020 New Members

REMEMBER IN PRAYER: recently discharged from the
hospital: Carol Ann Allen (Pavilion at Brightmore); at
home: Louise Smith, Carol Turner, Bob Nelsen, Beth
Parker, Larry Valenti, Mary Chapman, John Houston,
Jeannie Satterfield, Sylvia Burke, Betty Houston, Josie
Tiller (Home/Novant Main), Chris Price, Stephanie
Beaty (Mary Beaty’s daughter), Jim Cafferty (Amanda
Knepp’s brother), our Weekday School and families, Our
Homebound Members, Jeremy and Luta Garbat-Welch
(PCUSA Missions in Malawi), Our Mission Partners
in Peru, Chenoa Stock and José Luis Claure (PCUSA
Missions in Peru). The prayer list is reset on the first
Sunday of each month. To submit or resubmit a prayer
request, please contact Ron Nelson at ron@sharonpcusa.org. By request, prayer concerns may remain private
and will not appear in the published list.

In Memory

Barbara Ritchie (Member) - January 5th
Mother of Lisa Jacobs

Ben Dunn

Stephanie and Gen
Lee

Angie and Randy
Packer

Patty Blackburn

Linda and Bob
Griffin

Ed Pickett

Jane Scanlan

Maureen and Chet
West

2020 New Members

Cinday and Doug
Hooper

Marshall Nicholson
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The Church Scene: Gym Update

February Birthdays
1
2
3

4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

13
14
15
16

Burgin Hardin, Bill Moorefield, Jenny
Thompson, Bob Young
Dave Latta, Gloria Senn
Charles DeLucia, Lillie McAfee, Brittany
Mercado, David Tang, Mack Tiller, Drew
Whitley
Ralph Jenkinson, Carolyn Raper,
Michael Smith
Charles Alley, Ann West
Kate Jones, Jerry Kiser, Matt Mackey,
Parker Thomas
Ansley Bombien, Bryant Jackson
Dina Mueller
Emily Hinds, Van Martin
Andrea Davis, Claire Wilson, Kennedy
Hulighan
Kai Martin
Sharon Altenburg, Margo Cornetta,
Brett Dunn, Susan Gagnon, Cole
Howard,, David Williamson
Marcy Doak, Jerry Holton
Elizabeth Nelli, Jim Stawski
Greg Lewis, Brandon Stanford, David
Wade
Owen Ennis, Mable Lockwood

February Anniversaries
7 Bobbie and Joe White
9 Kathy and Richard Stultz
11 Sherrie and Paul O’Donnell
14 Ashley and Rick Schlieper
16 Natalie and Ed Nesbitt
20 Lee and Ray Shrum
21 John and Carolyn Nowaczewski

17 Amanada Boelke, Will Tibbals
18 Lee Davis, Dani Davis, Travis Doak,
Davison Gosney, Shelby Henke, Scott
Koeniger, Whitaker McManus, Jim
Peterson, Juanette Thomas, Bob
Zellinski
19 Grace Hogan, Lloyd Rader, Ashlyn
Wheatley
20 Ava Bagyi, Mary Helen Bode, Steve
Ferber, Marcia Henderson, Jonathan
Nordstrom, Christian Nordstrom
21 Karen Earnhardt, Jack McGinn, Ralph
McNatt, Brian Raper
22 Max Brewer, Suzie Busby, Jake Ferber,
Mary Eva Gibson, Allison Stawski
23 Ron Nelson
24 Kathy Stultz
25 Gen Lee, Kate Lee, Matthew McNeill,
Stephanie Parker
26 Bette Beaty, Chris Buchanan, Christine
Dawson, Lucy Koeniger, Sarah Kromer,
Kristina Shableski, Amy Smith, Cheng
Vang, Andrew Welton
27 Ellen Houpt, Leigh Mays
29 Maris Adams, Thomas Parker

Gifts In Memory and in Honor of Loved Ones:
In Memory of Reid B Family, by Patricia and James Spearman
In Memory of Gladys Bryant, by Brenda Fairbrother
In Memory of Ginny Dawson, by Presbyterian Women Circle #2,
Miriam and David Wilson, Brenda Fairbrother, David Dawson,
Catherine and Cliff Deal, Merwyn, Bev and Carlysle Johnson, Mr.
and Mrs. Rondal Dawson, and Olde Stonehaven HOA
In Memory of David Gandossy, by Roberta and Murray Craven, Jr.
In Memory of Rachel King, by Brenda Fairbrother
In Memory of Jackie Moorefield, by Brenda Fairbrother
In Memory of James Hayden Shepherd, by Jerry Curry
In Memory of Christine and Fred Smith, by Odette and Darrell
Smith

